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THOMAS MclLWRAITH 
A native of Ayrshire, Tom Mcilwraith was educated at Stair village school and 

Ayr Academy. During the Second World War he served in the Royal Air Force 

and the Fleet Air Arm, and is now an aircraft engineer by profession. 

A lifelong devotee of the Bard, he has played a prominent part in the activities 

of many Burns clubs in both Ayrshire and the Edinburgh area where he now 

resides. He became President of the Edinburgh Ayrshire Association in 1969-71 

and President of the Edinburgh District Burns Club Association in 1973-5. He 

was Chairman of the Burns Federation Conference held in Edinburgh in 1974. 

His travels in the cause of Robert Burns have taken him far and wide; in 1975 he 

proposed 'The Lassies' at the first Moscow Burns Supper. For many years a 

member of the Executive of the Burns Federation, he recently succeeded George 

McKerrow as Convener of the Finance Committee, and was inducted as President 

of the Burns Federation at the Annapolis Conference. 

Apart from aeronautics and Burns, Tom's hobby is vintage motoring. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
Last September I realised a long-felt ambition and visited the Yukon and Alaska. I can now boast of having been to every state of the Union, and all the Canadian provinces bar Newfoundland. My wife lags far behind me in this quest to cover North America, but it irked me that she had been to Alaska before me. To be sure, she did it the easy way, on a flight across the Pole from London to Auckland with a lay-over in Anchorage. I did it the hard way, by Greyhound bus north from Edmonton to Dawson Creek and then along the Alaska Highway to Whitehorse. Although it was only mid-September the temperature dropped to zero. One consolation was that the mosquitoes which, I am told, are as big as sparrows in these parts, had been vanquished by the frost. On the other hand, the last fourteen hours of the journey to Whitehorse were spent in a blizzard of horrendous scale, reducing visibility to nil and transforming the unsealed road into a quagmire. 

The snow stopped and the sun came out shortly after I reached the capital of the Yukon. Until about two years ago there was a railway that ran from Whitehorse across the 10,000-foot high White Pass and down into Skagway on the Alaskan coast, but the closure· of the last silver mine in that area meant that the line was no longer economic. The run by sixteen-seater bus, however, was just as spectacular and the driver obligingly stopped to let us photograph the world's smallest desert (listed in the Guinness Book of Records) and a porcupine who eyed us disdainfully from a nearby tree. 
We had a coffee stop in Carcross, on the shores of a lake near the border with British Columbia. The village used to be called Caribou Crossing, because it was a favourite haunt of the great woodland reindeer; but the local minister discovered that his mail was frequently missent to other places of a similar name, so he prevailed on the authorities to change it. History records that his mail continued to go astray! 
The disused railway station at Carcross has now been converted into a museum dedicated to Robert Service, the Bard of the Yukon. Now I have been a fan of his, for as long as I have been a devotee of Burns, with the added interest that Service, though born in Preston, Lancashire, was raised in Glasgow and even attended the same school as myself. Not that the headmaster or his staff made anything of that. I have the feeling that Service was not quite 'refined' enough for them, and much more was made of another former pupil called Walter Owen who had become the Bard of the Pampas and translated vast reams of Argentinian poetry from Spanish into English. But two of Robert Service's grandchildren were among my contemporaries. Both were excellent swimmers and the elder attained some celebrity by being selected for the British team at the 1948 Olympics. In his late seventies Robert Service made a return visit to Glasgow and I remember him as an amazingly alert individual who wore his years very lightly. By that time he had been living for many years in France-in fact he settled there after the First World War and spent the greater part of his life there. 

I was surprised to learn that he had only spent eight years in the Yukon, at the turn of the century; but such was his literary impact on it that his memory in Canada's far northwest and the coastal towns of the Alaskan panhandle is remarkably fresh to this day. His 
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rollicking ballads, peppered with larger-than-life characters like Dan McGrew and Sam 
McGee, Blasphemous Bill and Pious Pete, have been parodied and plagiarised, and are 
currently the mainstay of the Yukon's embryonic tourist industry. But Service was just as 
familiar with the rabelaisian humour of Lancashire (so hilariously evident in the ballad of 
Bessie's Boil), as with the language of the sourdough and the cheechako. 

Not surprisingly, in view of his upbringing, he was no mean versifier in Lallans. His 
best piece in this genre is 'The Haggis of Private McPhee': 

'Hae ye heard whit ma auld mither's postit tae me? 
It fair maks me hamesick,' says Private McPhee. 
'And whit did she send ye?' says Private McPhun, 
As he cockit his rifle and bleezed at a Hun. 
'A haggis! A Haggis!'says Private McPhee; 
'The brawest big haggis I ever did see. 
And think! it's the morn when fond memory turns 
Tae haggis and whuskey-the Birthday o' Burns. 
We maun find a dram; then we'll ea' in the rest 
O' the lads, and we'll hae a Burns' Nicht wi' the best.' 

To judge by my mailbag there is no shortage of bards, rhymers, poets and poetasters 
jostling to follow in the footsteps of the two Roberts. Last year I mentioned the embarras 
de richesse in the way of manuscripts, which I was then accumulating. Far from 
diminishing, the stockpile is rapidly approaching the proportions of an EEC 'mountain'. I 
now have sufficient poetic effusions, from sonnets to full-blown sagas, to fill a stout 
anthology (indeed, that may be one way out of the dilemma). 

I have a similarly growing pile of other manuscripts, all very worthy and destined to see 
the light of day in these pages one of these years. My feelings of frustration are almost as 
great as those of the anguished authors anxious to see their work in print. Mercifully, only 
one writer has accused me of that cavalier disregard that poor Burns himself was wont to 
suffer at the hands of his literary exploiters. To my contributors, past, present and future, 
I would counsel patience-and please, do not be deterred from submitting articles for 
publication. Priority tends to be given to material which is, as they say in Fleet Street, 
time-sensitive; but if you do not get an immediate rejection you may rest assured that your 
piece will get printed some day. 

This problem has been created and exacerbated by the Club Reports. It's not so much 
their number-a mere three more than last year-but their Topsy-like tendency to grow 
and grow. The proforma sent to club secretaries has been cunningly devised to curb their 
literary ambitions, but an alarming number are blithely disregarding this and tacking 
continuation sheets to their reports. I am aware that some clubs have a much wider range 
of activities than others, but I would make an impassioned plea for brevity. Far better that 
you should make a precis of your on-goings than that I should wield the Editor's ultimate 
weapon, the blue pencil. I used to dream of a time when every active affiliated club would 
submit a report for publication; now this has turned into a nightmare. As many of you 
will know by now, we are having to take a long, hard look at the Chronicle. If it is ever to 
become more commercially viable-and this drastic step may be needed if it is to survive 
at all-we shall have to think seriously about hiving off the reports into a separate 
publication, perhaps disseminated every six months. The editorial content of the 
Chronicle could then be expanded proportionately and contributors would not have to 
wait up to five years to see their work in print, as is happening now. 
11 NEWALL TERRACE, JAMES A.MACKAY 
DUMFRIES, DGl ILN 
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OBITUARIES 

VIOLET WALTER BROOM 

Mrs. V. W. Broom who was an Honorary 
President of the Burns Federation died on 
21 st December 1983. For thirty six years 
she served as Treasurer of the Chesterfield 
and District Caledonian Association and 
was an Honorary Life Member and Past 
President. A widow for thirty years Vi, as 
she was known to her many friends, was 

born at Edinburgh in 1900. Her interests 
were varied and she will be sadly missed by 
all who knew her. Mrs. Broom had been in 
failing health for some time but in her 
early years she attended thirty-eight 
Conferences without a break and had not 
missed a Burns Dinner at Chesterfield for 
forty-two years. 

MRS. C. HESS 

WILLIAM JOHNSTON, M.A. 

It is with deep regret that we heard of the 
sudden death of our Honorary President, 
Bill Johnston on 6th December 1983. Bill 
was one of the founders of Dundonald 
Burns Club and played a large part not 
only in its early days but in later years when 
his help and guidance were always at hand. 
He was our first Vice-President and 
became the Club's second President. A 
past president of Irvine Burns Club, he 
brought to Dundonald a high standard 
which has become the hallmark of the Club 
and his influence will be sadly missed, not 
only at home but throughout Ayrshire and 
farther afield where he was a noted 
speaker. His services were in constant 
demand and he could be found at every 
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form of Burns Supper, whether in a village 
hall or a large function suite-at either he 
was at home. 

There was a large turn-out at the 
memorial service in Dundonald Parish 
Church where he had been Organist for 22 
years, and later at Masonhill 
Crematorium, Ayr. The mourners came 
from all walks of life and of many in
terests, just as he had and to which he had 
given so much of his time and talents. 

At the Club's annual celebration and 
dinner the programme cover by Club 
Member Bill Taylor contained a 
remarkable likeness and a tribute 'so much 
laughter so much life enjoyed'-a fitting 
quote by Burns. 

ROBERT KIRK 



Fraternal Greetings from 
Greenock Burns Club 
The Mother Club-Instituted 1801 

A twal' month's past, an' still we're here, 
Oor warmest greetin's tae ilk fiere, 
As Rabbie's Natal Day draws near, 
An' celebration, 
Let cronies, a' their fu' cups rear, 
In adulation! 

Nae chiel, it seems, is e'er content, 
Wi' blessin's frae the Guid Lord sent, 
But maun his neebour eye asklent, 
In days o' plenty, 
Tae ither's gains, it's evident, 
He's ower tentie. 

'Tis richt whan man is auld an' dune, 
An' doited, he maun tirl the pin, 
An speir o' Peter tae get in 
Thru' Heaven's yett. 
But bairns, war-blastit, 'tis a sin. 
Let nane forget! 

Then cronies let ilk Burnsian strive, 
Tae keep the creed o' Rab alive, 
An' kindly britherhood contrive 
'Twixt man an' man, 
Auld farrant values tae revive 
In every Ian'. 

Mabel A. Irving, M.A. 
(The Mother Club Bard and Honorary Secretary) 
M. J. A. Hewitt, 
President. 
Lord Ross of Marnock 
Hon. President and 
Proposer of the Immortal Memory. 
27th January 1984 

The Paisley Burns Club-Instituted 1805 

AGreeting-
The Twenty-fifth of January 
The Twenty-fifth's a canty nicht, 
Wi' clatt'rin' chiels stravaigin' 
Aince tap-table fiers staig in
Raxin' tae stent each ither's threne 
As hin-haun callants vaig in. 

The Twenty-fifth's a couthy nicht. 
Whyles the sneishin-mill ga'rs blinks 
Frae e'en an' nebs smirl'd wi' binks 
Syne we hanselt in the haggis 
Whan Tam's fidgin fiddle jinks. 

The Twenty-fifth is Robin's nicht. 
Oar Club greets brither Club, sweirt 
Lest onie ane tynes ae pairt 
In bowden wee! yon Memory 
Within ilka Scottish he'rt. 

25th January, 1984 

Address to a Score 
that's Unco Guid. 

We'll savour some things at our leisure, 
And rarity enhances pleasure. 
For years we'll reminisce the treasure 
That they can yield; 

T.G. II 

Like when we had the French team's measure 
At Murrayfield. 

Tho' there's nae team that we're in fear o', 
Our Rugby stock has been near zero. 
But look what has been done this year-o 
By our great team: 
Ilka fifteen men a hero, 
'Tis like a dream. 

In scrums and rucks we groaned and grunted, 
In Iine-oots some opponents dunted. 
But up the field the ba' we punted, 
And did it fine. 
Successfully the targets hunted
Across the line. 

The Frenchies sad may shed a tear, 
While Scotland's Rugby has nae peer. 
The Grandest Slam-0 it's sae dear. 
A' others beat. 
We ha'e been blessed wi' grace and gear. 
Feat, Scotland, Feat! 

Near sixty years for this we've sighed. 
In a' this time we've been denied. 
But noo oor briests are filled wi' pride. 
We've beat the rest. 
For Jang upon this crest let's ride. 
We are the best. 

Roy Solomon. 
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1983 BURNS FEDERATION 
CONFERENCE 

By John Dodds 
Our Burns Society of Annapolis is very proud to have been the site of the first Federation 
Conference held in the United States of America. 

The primary goal in our approach to planning the Conference was to do everything 
possible to ensure a happy, enjoyable, unforgettable visit for all attendees. Based on the 
comments of our visitors, the letters we continue to receive, and the press clippings still 
arriving, I think we achieved that goal. 

The site chosen for the Conference meetings, civic reception, as well as housing our 
Scottish visitors, was historic St. John's College, located in Annapolis, itself one of the 
most historic cities in America. 

It is impossible to list all of the high points, but surely the warm camaraderie 
established immediately upon the arrival at St. John's (in the middle of the night!), the 
outdoor civic reception, the Tartan Ball, the outdoor church service, will give everyone 
happy memories. 

Certainly, my memories are fond, and the new friendships I have will be treasured . 
The Robert Burns Society of Annapolis gained strength from the Conference success, 

and we plan to move forward with energy in our school programme and scholarship fund. 
We look forward to closer ties with various societies now and also to continuing active 

relations with the Federation . 
John Dodds. 



Calvinist Credos: 
'Holy Willie's Prayer' and 'McAndrew's 

Hymn' 
By David Macaree, University of British Columbia 

While the pos1t10n of Robert Burns's 
satire1 at the expense of the 'Auld Licht' 
wing of the Scottish Presbyterian Church 
may be considered secure in view of the 
general agreement by critics that it tran
scends its specific subject and achieves 
universality of meaning, opinion regarding 
Rudyard Kipling's creation of an elderly 
self-made Scots engineer worshipping the. 
Deity through His manifestation of 
machine power2 has been curiously non
committal on the whole, almost 
deprecating in fact, despite acceptance of 
the hymn of the marine steam engine 
contained within it. 

In great part this uneasiness stems from 
critical ambivalence over the character of 
the speaker, the implication seeming to be 
that since he is making the machine a 
visible manifestation of God's power, his 
creator, Kipling, intends the piece to be 
serious throughout. Thus Richard Le 
Gallienne among early commentators 
writes of 'the old Scotch engineer with his 
Calvinism; his, so to say, sincere Scotch 
hypocrisy' 3 then, later, calls him an 'old 
Scotch humbug,' 4 terms that indicate his 
dismay at the monologist's shortcomings. 

Without being as outspoken as Le 
Gallienne, later critics have manifested 
similar discomfort, presumably because 
they wish the speaker to be of heroic 
stature appropriate to his message, and 
this, McAndrew definitely is not. In fact, 
what Kipling has done is to create the kind 
of character whose background beliefs so 

strongly affect him that he exhibits the 
warping of human nature that too con
scious an acceptance of the 'jealous, 
prideful fetich' brings with it as represented 
by self-righteousness on the one hand with 
a kind of self-pity on the other, the latter 
quality springing from a sense of injury 
that he has not received in full measure the 
earthly rewards-Holy Willie's 'gear and 
grace'-which adherence ought to bring, 

· hence his comments regarding his small 
stipend, the lack of a pension, or with the 
self-denial-of which he makes such a 
virtue-associated with his immolation of 
the plans for his 'Deeferential Valve-Gear,' 
turning it into a burnt offering of almost 
Old Testament quality. 

A good deal of the aforementioned 
doubt may be overcome· and Kipling 
cleared of the imputation of inconsistency 
if we see 'McAndrew's Hymn' as con
taining a satiric element in its portrayal of 
the speaker. Affectionate though the 
rendering of McAndrew's feeling may be, 
it does reveal the character warping that 
too strong an adherence to Calvinism 
brings about. Even if it is streets apart 
from Burns's whole-hearted denunciation 
of the self-deceived member of the Elect 
who is Holy Willie, Kipling's poem shows 
consciousness of the incongruous elements 
in McAndrew, and it touches on these in 
such a way as to reveal them to the reader 
unobtrusively, in the main, but clearly. It 
must be noted, though, that Kipling 
suffered a disadvantage that Burns 
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emwed: the latter was reacting to a specific 
event in which a certain William Fisher was 
concerned, one which he outlines in his 
headnote to the holograph copy: 

Holy Willie was a rather oldish, 
bachelor elder, in the parish of 
Mauchline, and much and justly famed 
for that polemical chattering which ends 
in tippling orthodoxy, and for that 
spiritualised bawdry which refines to 
liquorish devotion. In a sessional 
process with a gentleman in 
Mauchline-a Mr. Gavin Hamilton
Holy Willie and his priest, Father Auld 
after full hearing in the Presbytery of 
Ayr, came off but second best, owing 
partly to the oratorical powers of Mr. 
Robert Aiken, Mr. Hamilton's counsel; 
but chiefly to Mr. Hamilton's being one 
of the most irreproachable and truly 
respectable characters in the country. 
On losing his process, the muse heard 
him at his devotions. 

The poet could thus assume that readers 
within the community would recognise the 
implicit ironies of the siuation as he 
launches directly into William Fisher's 
monologue to the Almighty, using both 
lowland Scots vernacular and the more 
formal language of the Scottish kirk, with 
which an office-bearer of that institution 
would have been perfectly conversant as he 
has his creation record his anathemas 
against those persons and institutions that 
had thwarted his attack on Burns's friend. 
In the piece, of course, the doctrine of 
election is given its most extreme rendering 
to reveal the degree of distortion of which 
it was capable. Thus, fleshly temptations 
become simply devices for keeping humble 
those who believe themselves to be among 
the souls in grace instead of suffering- a 
ten-to-one possibility on account of 
Original Sin-the alternative: eternal 
damnation. One question remains, 
however: is his catalogue of sins.
fornication, drunkenness, envy, hate, and 
greed, to name only those revealed in the 
confession-to be considered as convicting 
him of hypocrisy? Burns cleverly leaves the 

12 

verdict open, allowing for the possibility of 
what might be called sincere self-deception, 
no mean feat, given the strength of feeling 
underlying the portrayal. 

Contrasting with the lack of external 
detail in Burns's piece, Kipling carefully 
sets the sc.ene for his character's address to 
the Almighty. For this, the reason is ob
vious, despite the danger of sentimentality 
inherent in such an approach. He is 
speaking, not to a local audience excited by 
an example of clerical oppression but to 
readers little acquainted with the tenets 
which his Fleet Engineer lives by. But, even 
so, he too felt the need of a headnote, 
affixed to the first publication of the 
'Hymn' in Scribner's Magazine, which 
depicts the original for his portrait just as 
Burns had done. The extract from a private 
letter that prefaces 'McAndrews [sic] 
Hymn' runs. 

. .. and the night we got in, sat up from 
twelve to four with the Chief Engineer 
who could not get to sleep either ... said 
that the engines made him feel quite 
poetical at times, and told me things 
about his past life. He seems a pious old 
bird; but I wish I had known him earlier 
in the voyage. 

Such a comment, its tone particularly, must 
surely cause reassessment of the poet's 
intent in the depiction of his monologist, 
notably the flippant, 'He seems a pious old 
bird,' which suggests a much closer 
relationship of creator and creation than 
critics have tended to assume. Keeping this 
background detail in mind, it is easy to see 
Kipling's figure as one whom he may depict 
with a degree of gentle irony without, 
necessarily, destroying the exalted effect of 
his utterance once the engineer turns to 
celebrate, poetically, the spirit of harnessed 
steam-power in the God-given interaction 
of complex parts that make up the marine 
engine. 

The individual who bares his soul in the 
nocturnal monologue is, then, a 
recognisable representative of a type of 
Scot, just as Holy Willie was. McAndrew's 
type is, however, a far cry from that of the 



Ayrshire polemicist's though it springs 
from similar roots. He shows the self
satisfaction associated with mastery of his 
craft by his own unaided efforts, but it is 
modified by self-doubt fostered by his reli
gious beliefs, self-doubt that occasionally 
comes close to despair though it may be 
overlaid by a certain boastful assertiveness 
associated with his own achievements in the 
service, as he sees it, of his fellow mortals: 
in other words, he hopes for Justification 
through Works rather than through Grace, 
that Calvinist wheel-of-chance which, in 
Holy Willie's words 'Sends one to heaven 
and ten to hell' at the whim of an in
scrutable God. But in contrast with the 
latter's view that his various backslidings 
are means for keeping him humble, 
McAndrew looks back on his sons of flesh 
and spirit with dismay lest these over
balance the items on the credit side of his 
spiritual ledger. He, then, represents the 
type of lowland Scot whose natural 
propensities have been altered by his 
religious convictions, one, who, never
theless, reveals that mixture of the practical 
and the romantic that makes his behaviour 
enigmatic to others, and even to himself, 
hence the charge by critics of inconsistency. 
They are, however, levelling it at the wrong 
person in blaming Kipling: it is in the 
nature of created figure to plead for 'a man 
like Robbie Burns to sing the Song 
o'Steam,' a song that Rudyard Kipling 
renders in the fourteeners that bring to 
mind the settings of many Scottish metrical 
psalms. 

It is not in these elements that any 
weakness in Kipling's poem lies. Where he 
does falter, understandable perhaps, is in 
his orthographical rendering of his 
character's speech: western lowland Scots. 
His doubling of the /r/ in such words as 
'enorrmous,' 'orrder,' 'Arrtifex,' and 
'morrn' as well as his making diphthongs 
of /i/ in 'ceevil,' 'lasceevious,' and 
'Deeferential' suggests the music-hall Scots 
comedian with kilt and knobbly knees. 
Elsewhere, too, his attempts at vowel 
sound modification lack consistency, with 

random alterations from standard 
pronunciation. Thus 'cannot' should surely 
be 'canna,' 'old' and 'auld' both appear, 
while 'sight' and 'light' would be more 
appropriately rendered as 'sicht' and 
'licht.' Strangely enough, in the midst of 
these inconsistencies, he renders certain 
idiomatic phrases with complete accuracy, 
for example, in saying of the engines that 
'they knock a wee,' and of upper-deck 
flirtations in referring to 'couples kittlin' in 
the dark.' No doubt the poet's justification 
for these shortcomings in accuracy would 
have been in terms of his original North 
American readers; still he might have 
edited subsequent versions given that he 
did make a number of textual alterations in 
the 'Hymn' as it appeared in the successive 
collected editions of 1918, 1932 and 1940. 

In fact, though, comparison of the text 
as it originally appeared in Scribner's with 
these renderings shows that, if anything he 
added to the dialectal confusion as 'I canna 
blame the man' becomes 'and who's to 
blame the man,' where wha's would have 
been more consistent, or later, where 
'Order' becomes 'Orrder,' so spoiling that 
fine line 'Law, Order, Duty an' Restraint, 
Obedience, Discipline!' with its ob
trusiveness. The main changes, in fact, 
seem to have been in the direction of 
technical accuracy rather than consistency 
in expression. So 'slide' becomes 'stride,' a 
more appropriate term for the movement 
of the engine's connecting-rod, especially 
when it is linked with the inevitability of 
Calvinist Predestination. Likewise the 
upper limit of boiler pressure has gone 
from 'one hunder' twenty-five' to 'one 
hunder sixty-five' pounds per square inch, 
and the engine-room hand is adjured not to 
'swill the cup wi' oil' instead of 'to float the 
gland wi' oil'. 

Such details are important undoubtedly; 
they do not take into account, however, 
what may well be the one weakness of what 
Bonamy Dobree has called this 'ex
traordinary poem-a sympathetic 
biography, a psychological study, and a 
paean in praise of man's creative 
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imagination. •s And may one add to that 
catalogue of qualities the satiric elements 
that help to clarify the stresses imposed on 
the Calvinist of the age of steam, an age 
paralleling in its own way the debased 
pastoralism of eighteenth-century rural 
Scotland, over which lay the shadow of 
religious exclusiveness represented by Holy 
Willie. For McAndrew, however, there 
were compensations, if only in the sym
phony of 

yon orchestra sublime 
Whaurto-uplifted like the Just-the 

tail rods mark the time. 
The crank-throws give the double-bass, 

the feed-pump sobs an' heaves, 
An' now the main eccentrics start their 

quarrel on the sheaves: 
Her time, her own appointed time, the 

rocking link-head bides, 
Till-hear that note?-the rod's return 

whings glimmerin' through the 
guides. 

He deserved his respite from doubts. 

FOOTNOTES 

!. Since 'Holy Willie's Prayer' was not 
published in Burns's lifetime, the text used is 
that of the facsimile edition of The 
Glenriddell Manuscripts of Robert Burns, ed. 
Desmond Donaldson (Wakefield: E.P. 
Publishing, 1973), pp. 21-25. 

2. Rudyard Kipling's Verse: Definitive Edition 
(London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1940), pp 
120-127. Note that this version differs in a 
number of details from the poem as originally 
published in Scribner's Magazine, 16 
(December 1894), 667-674. 

3. Rudyard Kipling: A Criticism. (New York: 
John Lane, 1900), p. 53. 

4. Le Gallienne, p. 55. 
5. Rudyard Kipling, Realist and Fabulist 

(London: Oxford University Press, 1967), p. 
181. 

T'HE WINNIPEG BURNS MONUMENT 

The monument to Robert Burns, erected in 
1936 on the grounds of the Provincial 
Legislative Buildings in Winnipeg, is in a 
large part the story of one man's courage 
and tenacity of purpose to fulfil a trust. 
The man was W. A. Weir whose story was 
unearthed in the files of the Winnipeg 
Burns Club No. 197 and his personal 
journal of the course he steadfastly refused 
to abandon in the face of strong op
position, until his moment of triumph. 
This led to his recognition and ap
pointment as Honorary President of the 
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Burns Federation, in 1940, the highest 
honour the Federation could confer. This 
long struggle covered the 25 years from 
1911to1936. The account that follows was 
written by Mr. Weir himself. 

In the year 1911, some Members of the 
Burns' Club decided to try to raise suf
ficent money by subscriptions to erect a 
monument in honour of Robert Burns; and 
asked me to be Treasurer of the Funds 
collected. 

During 1911 and 1912, the sum of 
$3,297.25 was collected. No further sub-



scriptions were obtained. In 1915 it was de
cided to place the money on a first mor
tgage. 

Nothing more was heard on the matter 
until 1925, when I had a conversation with 
one of the subscribers. Following this 
conversation I was asked if I would attend 
a meeting of representatives of Scottish 
Societies and explain the position of the 
Fund. This I did. Mr. E. H. Crawford was 
Chairman of the meeting, which was 
composed of 25 to 30 representatives of 
Scottish Societies, no subscribers to the 
Fund being present. 

No interest, I found, was taken towards 
reaching the desired goal but I was asked to 
hand over the fund to assist in purchasing a 
lot on Kennedy Street on which it was 
proposed to erect a building to house all the 
Scottish Societies. Mr. E. H. Crawford and 
Mr. David Cooper were the chief speakers 
in urging this. I explained that the money 
had been subscribed for a specific purpose, 
namely, the erection of a monument in 
honour of Robert Burns and that I could 
not hand over the money to assist in the 
purchase of a lot. Mr. Cooper and Mr. 
Crawford suggested that they would put a 
bust of Burns over the doorway, which 
would fulfil the conditions. I could not see 
this but stated that if they called together 
the subscribers to the Fund and if they 
decided to meet their wishes, the fund 
could be then turned over to them. Nothing 
further was heard of the matter. 

The matter then lay dormant until 1930. 
The Fund having grown to the sum of 

$8,000, it occurred to me that some effort 
might be made to see if the additional 
necessary sum could not be raised and a 
monument erected. 

The Caledonian Society having made it a 
practice to hold their annual banquet on 
Burns Anniversary, I attended a meeting of 
their Directors and placed the matter 
before them, giving particulars of the 
amount on hand and suggesting that they 
might take hold of the matter and raise the 
necessary amount to erect the monument. 

Instead of their showing any enthusiasm 

toward erecting a monument to Burns, they 
tried to have the money used to make the 
final payment on a lot on Kennedy Street, 
on which it was hoped to erect a building to 
house the Scottish Societies. Again the two 
chief speakers at the meeting were Mr. E. 
H. Crawford and Mr. David Cooper; not 
one of the other Directors voiced any 
opinions contrary to what was expressed by 
these two. 

The next step was a meeting composed of 
three members of St. Andrews Society, 
three from the Caledonian Society and 
three from the United Scottish Society. 
They formed themselves into a committee, 
with Mr. Harvey as Chairman and Mr. 
Withers (President of the Caledonian 
Society) as Secretary. A resolution was 
passed that the object for which the money 
was subscribed, namely, the erection of a 
monument, be continued. At the next 
meeting, at which only a few were present, 
the Chairman read a letter from the 
General Hospital in regard to the estab
lishment of a ward-the Burns' Ward
being in answer to a letter to them from the 
Chairman. (This notwithstanding the 
resolution passed at the previous meeting). 
At that same meeting, in the course of talk, 
the Secretary made the remark that the 
question of raising any more money might 
as well be forgotten. This statement was 
also made at this meeting that sufficient 
funds could not be raised to erect a 
monument and that what money there was 
might be used in some other way, such as 
the suggested 'Burns' Ward'. 

It, therefore, looked as if there was no 
wholehearted desire on their part to make 
any effort toward trying to accomplish the 
object for which the money was sub
scribed. 

The next step was that a number of the 
subscribers to the Fund, namely Messrs 
Isaac Pitblado, J. Y. Reid, H. F. Osler and 
A. Jamieson, met together, when the facts 
were laid before them. The meeting decided 
that arrangements should be made to have 
a statue erected and for obtaining what 
further sum might be necessary, and the 
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Treasurer was directed to advise Mr. 
Withers, as Secretary of the other com
mittee to above effect. At this meeting, 
there was considered a letter from Mrs. 
Marguerite J. Taylor dated 29th November 
1930 offering to supply a statue of Burns 
and four panels for the sum of $6,000. The 
subscribers were inclined to accept the 
offer but decided to postpone matters until 
the mortgage was sold or paid, or until 
there was sufficient cash on hand to pay it 
in full. 

Matters remained in this position until 
April 1936, the mortgage not having been 
paid nor sold. Through payments of in
terest on the mortgage, however, the cash 
on hand had risen to $6,500. The Treasurer 
advised the Subscribers Committee of this 

PERSONALITY 
PARADE 
Harry Bull is a married man, with no family, who 
was born in Kilmarnock and has lived there all his 
life with the exception of three and a half years 
which he spent in the army. He has been a 
member of Symington Burns Club for a number 
of years and is currently President of that club. In 
October 1983 he was elected Vice-President of 
the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. Harry 
served on the committee which organised the 
Federation Annual Conference in Irvine in 1981 
and that experience will serve him well in his new 
office of Chairman of the 1986 Conference 
committee. The conference will once again be 
hosted by the Ayrshire Association of Burns 
Clubs in Kilmarnock to commemorate the 
bicentenary of the printing of the Kilmarnock 
edition of Burns' works. Harry Bull's is a weel
kent, popular face around Ayrshire Burns circles 
and I am sure that, by the end of the '86 con
ference, that description will apply much further 
afield. 
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and got into communication with Mrs. 
Taylor, informing her that, if the $6,000 
figure was substantially reduced, they 
might be prepared to make an immediate 
purchase. Mrs. Taylor got in touch with the 
bronze-founders in London and with the 
Executor of the Estate of Geo. A. Lawson, 
the designer of the figure, which is the same 
as that erected in Ayr, Scotland. The result 
was that, in a letter dated 1 Sth April 1936, 
Mrs. Taylor offered to supply the figure 
and four panels for $5,000. F.O.B. 
Winnipeg, Duty and Sales Tax being extra. 
The Subscribers Committee decided to 
accept the offer and instructed the 
Treasurer to notify Mrs. Taylor of the 
acceptance of the offer and to make the 
necessary arrangements and payments. 



For the first time in its long history which goes 
back to 1808 Kilmarnock Burns Club has a lady 
President. She is Mrs. Peggy Thomson widow 
of Jock Thomson, former Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Burns Federation. Her home is 
in Kilmarnock and she has a married daughter 
who resides in the town and a married son in 
South Africa. Originally from Yorkshire, she did 
her nursing and midwifery training in Sheffield . 
Joining the Q.A.l.M .N.S.(R) in 1943 she was 
posted as a Nursing Sister to the Far East, being 
bombed in the Mediterranean on the way there. 
Mrs. Thomson remained in Assam till 1946 and 
during that time met her husband. She is one of 
the few lady members to hold the Burma Star 
and is an active member of the Burma Star 
Association . 

She is also a very keen rugby supporter and 
follows the local club's games as well as those of 
Scotland. Introduced to the Burns movement by 
her husband, she was his loyal supporter and 
such was her interest that she became Vice
President of Symington Burns Club. A regular 
attender of Conferences at home, she was also a 
delegate at London, Ontario, and Annapolis. 
Mrs. Thomson is a District Representative to the 
Burns Federation and is now the enthusiastic 
Treasurer of the 1986 Conference committee, 
working hard to raise funds for the Conference 
to be held that year in Kilmarnock. 

B 

Over 100 'Immortal Memories' and still going 
strong. That is the proud achievement claimed 
by David Campbell, who at 83 years old is as 
active as ever, having delivered three 'Immortal 
Memories' and one toast to the ' Lassies' this 
year. Born at Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshire in 1901, 
Davie's first introduction to Burns came at 
school where he learned to recite 'To A Mouse' 
but it was not until much later in life that his 
interest in the poet became more serious. After 
leaving school at 14, David Campbell followed in 
his father's footsteps as a gamekeeper, a 
profession he followed all his working life at 
various estates in the south west of Scotland and 
the Lake District. 1928 found Davie at the Rusko 
Estate, Gatehouse of Fleet, where he spent thirty 
happy years and, in the process, gained a 
reputation for possessing a great knack of 
camouflage as he was always picked to set traps 
prior to foxhunts . In 1947, Burns Suppers were 
revived at Gatehouse after being suspended 
during the war but the first was declared a failure 
owing to the guest speaker being fu'! Un
deterred, the estate manager resolved to try 
again the following year and said to Davie 
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Campbell 'This time it will be done properly and 
you'll do the " Immortal Memory"!' Thus in 1948, 
David delivered his first 'Immortal Memory' and 
has since attended all but one Anniversary 
Dinner of the Gatehouse Burns Club which was 
founded soon after. David Campbell's research 
into Bum's life and work led to a profound 
knowledge of the subject and a lively skill at 
recitation with the 'Address to the Haggis' and 
'Tam O' Shanter' particularly in demand at Burns 
Suppers although he confesses to a preference 
for the ' Immortal Memory'. This he has delivered 
at gatherings large and small all over the south of 
Scotland and the occasional foray across the 
border. There is no better known or respected 
Burns enthusiast in Dumfries and Galloway than 
David Campbell. In 1976 he had conferred upon 
him the Honorary Life Membership of the Burns 
Howff Club with whom he is particularly 
associated and whose gatherings in the Globe 
Inn he has enlivened over many years. He was 
elected an Honorary Member of the Dumfries 
and District Round Table Burns Club and was 
their first guest speaker following its inception in 
1980. A great favourite with the ladies, Davie is 
Honorary President of Gatehouse Burns Club 
and a member of Dumfries Railway Club and the 
Hole in the Wa' Burns Club. 

l8 

A native of Kilmarnock, Mrs. Agnes Brooks 
was born on 3rd January 1894. At the age of 14 
she went to work as an apprentice milliner at 
MacMurray's, Portland Street, Kilmarnock. 

In 1916 she entered nursing and served in a 
Military Hospital at Fort Matilda. She then went 
south of the border in 1919 to join the nursing 
staff at Blairs Hospital, Bolton. While nursing the 
wounded she met her husband Jimmy, a 
Boltonian . They were married in 1923 and had six 
children. In June 1953 Mrs. Brooks reconstituted 
The Bolton Burns Club. Since then she has been 
a very stalwart figurehead of the club. Both she 
and her husband worked very hard and made it a 
very happy and friendly club, but sad to say she 
lost her partner in 1978. She celebrated her 90th 
birthday on 3rd January 1984. She still takes a 
great interest in the club and likes to come along 
to as many functions as possible. Over the years 
she has attended over 20 conferences and hopes 
to come along to Stirling and even talks about 
London in 1985. She is certainly a grand old lady 
and a really true and keen Burnsian. 



The Devil made me do it: Byron's 'The Vision of Judgement' 

and Burns's 'Address to the Deil' 

The aristocratic Lord Byron and the 
plebeian Robert Burns were both exposed 
to Scottish Presbyterianism early in their 
lives. Neither could fully believe nor fully 
disbelieve in the austere doctrine of double 
predestination in which most people are 
foredoomed to Hell. Integral· in the 
eighteenth century Scottish religion was the 
Devil-the adversary, the enemy, the 
tempter, the evil one. His name was more 
often heard from the pulpit than that of the 
Trinity. Scottish people in general, ac
cording to G. D. Henderson, believed 
fearfully that 'Satan was a real being of 
superb cunning, a master of disguises, a 
skillful magician, and example of 
diligence.' I Thus, the average church 
member took the Devil very seriously. As 
Christina Keith says '[The Devil] was more 
real than your next-door neighbour, far 
more real than the King upon his throne, 
nearer to you far than the August creator. •2 

That Burns in 'Address to the Deil' and 
Byron in 'The Vision of Judgment' did not 
take the Devil so seriously is obvious. 

Byron's main purpose is to satirise 
Robert Southey's unfortunate panegyric, 
'A Vision of Judgment', on George III's 
reception into heaven. Burns's satire is 
directed towards the exalted ideas of Satan 
held by both ministers and simple church 
members. Both poets succeed in their 
satire. 

Both poets also knew the Old Testament 
and in their poems use the Eden and Job 
stories, though with quite different em
phases. For Byron's 'Prince of Air' the 
earth was unimportant. He tells Michael: 

Look to our earth, or rather mine; it was 
once, more thy master's: but I triumph not 
In this poor planet's conquest; not alas! 
Need he thou servest envy me my lot: 
With all the myriads of bright worlds which 

pass 
In worship round him, he may have forgot 
Yon weak creation of such paltry things

(11. 313-319) 

By Dr. Mary F. Stough 

To Milton the Fall of Man was the centre 
of the Eden story; to Byron Satan had 
made a bad bargain. To Burns the Deil 
ruined a lover's tryst. He writes: 

Lang syne in Eden's bonie yard, 
When youthfu' lovers first were pair'd, 
An' all the Soul of Love they shar'd, 

The raptur'd hour, 
Sweet on the fragrant, flow'ry swaird, 

In shadybow'r: 
Then you, ye auld, snick-drawing dog! 
Ye cam to Paradise incog, 
An' play'd on man a cursed brogue 

(Black be your fa'!) 
An' gied the infant warld a shog, 

'Maist ruined a'. 
(11. 85-96) 

Except for the diction, the idea is almost 
Miltonic; the world was almost ruined by 
the Deil's trick. Although Burns does not 
mention the coming of Christ to redeem 
man from the Fall, the idea is implied in 
'maist'. The diction, however, puts Burns's 
Deil on a much lower, homelier scale than 
either Milton's or Byron's Satan. 'Snick
drawing' as James Kinsley explains, is an 
old metaphor implying the 'silent opening 
of a latch. •3 If the Deil is no better than a 
sneaky, crafty robber who slipped the latch 
of the Garden, he could not be very grand 
or important. A 'dog' is less dignified and 
less dangerous than a serpent. 

The two poets also differ in their 
treatment of the Job story. Byron writes of 
the meeting of Satan and Michael outside 
the gates of Heaven: 

But here they were in neutral space: we know 
From Job, that Satan hath the power to pay 
A heavenly visit thrice a year or so; 
And that the 'sons of God,' like those of day, 
Must keep him company; and we might show 
From the same book, in how polite a way 
The dialogue is held between the Powers 
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Of Good and Evil-but 'twould take up 
hours. 

And this is not a theological tract, 
To prove with Hebrew and with Arabic 
If Job be allegory or a fact, 
But true narrative ... 
As accurate as any other vision. 

(11. 257-268a; 272) 

Thus, Byron uses the book of Job to give 
ironic authority to his debate between 
Satan and Michael over George III's soul. 
That the Satan in Job is obviously sub
servient to God is part of the theological 
problem Byron does not deal with. The 
question of why the righteous suffer is part 
of the allegorical meaning he also ignores. 
Burns blames it all on the Deil as he writes: 

D'ye mind that day, when in a bizz, 
Wi' recket duds, an' reestet gizz, 
Ye did present your smoutie phiz 

'Mang better folk. 
An' sklented on the man of Uz 

Your spitfu' joke? 
An' how ye gat him i' your thrall 
An' brak him out o' house an' ha!', 
While scabs and botches did him gall, 

Wi' bitter claw, 
An' lows'd his ill-tongu'd, wicked Scawl 

Was warst ava? 

Whereas Byron gives the impression that 
his gentlemanly Satan periodically comes 
to Heaven as a right, Burns's Deil with his 
smoking clothes and wig does not belong in 
Heaven 'mang better folk'. Burn describes 
how he stuck his ugly face in and played a 
dirty trick on Job. Here Burns also ignores 
the theological problem of God's per
mission for Job to be tested. Instead, the 
poet blames the Deil for the trials and for 
Job's self-pity after his house and home are 
destroyed and after his body is covered 
with boils. 'Bitter claw' is an especially 
good description, for as a verb 'claw' 
means 'to scratch'. As a noun, it would 
carry the idea of 'fingers' as well. 'Bitter' 
shows Job's attitude towards the injustice 
of his suffering and carries over to the 'ill
tongued' of the next line. Thus, Burns uses 
much more of the Job story than does 
Byron. Putting the accusations in the form 
of questions, however, makes the tone of 
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this section lighter than it would be as 
statements. David Daiches well describes 
this point: In 'Address to the Deil' the 
'biblical references are treated with a 
deliberate lack of reverence. . .. The lack 
of reverence does not, however, imply any 
contempt for the Bible, rather the desire to 
see the Bible story as a series of human 
documents which can be immediately 
related to the daily life of contemporary 
man.4 

Byron's lack of reverence does imply 
contempt for the Bible or at least contempt 
for people who accept the Bible stories as 
fact. The contrast between the tone of 'The 
Vision of Judgement' and 'Address to the 
Deil' stands out in these sections. 

While Byron does not personalise Job as 
Burns does, the aristocrat becomes per
sonal in Stanza 15: 

God help us all! God help me too! I am, 
God knows, as helpless as the devil can wish, 
And not a whit more difficult to damn, 
Than is to bring to land a late-hooked fish, 
Or to the butcher to purvey a lamb; 
Not that I'm fit for such a noble dish, 
As one day will be that immortal fry 
Of almost everybody born to die. 

There is latent blasphemy here since Christ 
is associated with both a 'fish' and a 
'lamb'. The disclaimer 'not that I'm fit for 
such a noble dish' belongs grammaticaly 
with the 'immortal fry' clause, but it would 
dilute the blasphemy as well. The 'God 
knows' is close to profanity and alters the 
traditional piety associated with 'God help 
us all'. No one reading these lines could 
believe that the poet takes seriously the 
damnation of most souls on Judgment 
Day. Calling himself 'helpless', however, is 
evidently sincere. In his Detached 
Thoughts of 1821, Byron wrote: 'Like 
Sylla, I have always believed that all things 
depend upon Fortune, and Nothing upon 
ourselves. '5 In his life, then, Byron 
probably did feel helpless since he did not 
believe in free will. 

Whether he called this outside force 
which directed man's actions Fortune or a 
predestinating God, he often felt doomed.6 



The tone of the passage, however, is not 
fatalistic but humorous. The satire is 
against those ungentlemanly Christians 
who rejoice at the damnation of others. As 
the end of his poem shows, Byron is not 
such a person. 

Burns's poem also has a personal section 
and a surprise ending. The last two stanzas 
follow: 

An' now, auld Cloots, I ken you're thinkan, 
A certain Bardie 's ran tin', drinkin', 
Some luckless hour to send him linkan 

To your black pit; 
But faith! he'll turn a corner jinkan, 

An' cheat you yet. 

But fare you wee!, auld Nickie-hen! 
O' wad ye tak a thought an' men'! 
Ye aiblins might-I dinna ken-

Still hae a stake-
I 'm wae to think upo' yon den, 

Ev'n for your sake. 

. While Byron feels 'helpless' in his poem, 
Burns only calls the death-hour 'luckless' 
and then explains he (or 'a certain Bardie') 
will escape the black pit of Hell despite his 
riotous life. 'Burn a corner' may mean 
change the course of his life and thus imply 
free will, or it may mean being lucky in 
escaping the pursuing Deil and thus imply 
predestination to Heaven. Either way, the 
thought is not fatalistic in the Byronic 
sense. The idea that even the Deil might 
have a chance to be saved is similar to 
Byron's allowing the soul of George III to 
slip in to Heaven during the confusion after 
Southey is thrown out. Neither poet likes to 
think of any soul's being damned. Which 
thought is the more audacious, given the 
backgrounds of both men, is hard to 
determine. 

Byron's Satan, aristocratic and ar
ticulate, resembles his creator. Burns's 
Satan spends his time with homely folk and 
becomes almost a comrade at the end of the 
poem. Byron refers to his character as 'a 
spirit', 'sombre silent Spirit', 'former 
friend and future foe' of Michael, 
'Darkness', 'Prince of Air', 'Lucifer', 
'Demon', 'Devil', and 'Satan'-all 
dignified and some Miltonic epithets. But 

Burns punctures the Deil's dignity with his 
'Auld Hornie', 'Satan', 'Nick', 'Clootie', 
'Auld Hangie', 'dog', 'Auld Cloots', and 
especially 'Auld Nickie-ben'. Perhaps 
Burns was more courageous to thus attack 
the national and ecclesiastical bugaboo of 
his class and church while he was living in 
Scotland than Byron was in using a literary 
creation while he was in Italy to satirize an 
incompetent poem by Southey. His 
creation is a work of art, but Burns's 
crackles and sparkles with vitality. 

Byron liked Burns's poems and believed 
he knew the source of his power. In his 
1813 Journal, Byron wrote: 'Read Burns 
today. What would he have been, if a 
patrician? We should have had more 
polish-less force-just as much verse, but 
no immortality ... •7 If Byron's poetry is 
read more today than Burns's by non
Scots, the. reason may be that we are too 
lazy to use a glossary or that printers are 
too parsimonious to gloss the word by the 
line as does the admirable Henley and 
Henderson Centenary edition. Although 
'The Vision of Judgment' is a delightful 
and witty satire, Byron's Satan does not 
warm readers nor cause them to chuckle. 
Burns's Deil is a fitting antidote to The 
Exorcist madness of recent time. 

NOTES 

1 The Claims of the Church of Scotland 
(Aberdeen: Hodder and Stoughton, Limited, 
1951), p. 41. 
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Robert Burns (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
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7Byron: A Self Portrait, I, 208. 
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The Litigation at Lochlea 
By Dr. John Strawhorn 

Two hundred years ago, on Saturday l 7th 
May 1783, James Boswell in his London 
diary was moved to quote his friend 
Goldsmith: 

Ill fares the land, to hastening ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates, and men decay. 

Four hundred miles away and not far 
from Boswell's Auchinleck home, on the 
same day James Gordon, the sheriff's 
officer, formally delivered a warrant of 
sequestration to William Burnes in Lochlea 
in the Parish of Tarbolton. The next day 
there was the public humiliation of the 
town drummer proclaiming a prohibition 
of sale of stock, implements, and crops, on 
behalf of the landlord David McLure of 
Shawwood. As Alexander Tait, the local 
tailor and versifier, wrote: 

He sent the drum Tarbolton through 
That no man was to buy from you. 
At the kirk door he cry'd it too, 
I heard the yell, 
The vera thing I write 'tis true, 
Ye'll ken yersel. 

Things were going badly for lots of folk 
in 1783. First there was the general 
depression of trade. In a letter of that year 
to his uncle, Robert Burns discussed in 
some detail what he described as 'the 
present wretched state of this country'. 
Ayrshire, he relates, 'till of late was 
flourishing incredibly in the Manufacture 
of Silk, Lawn, and Carpet Weaving, and 
we are still carrying on a good deal in that 
way but much reduced from what it was; 
we had also a fine trade in the Shoe way, 
but now entirely ruined, and hundreds 
driven to a starving condition on account 
of it'. All classes, he tells us, were affected. 
'Even in higher life, a couple of our 
Ayrshire Noblemen, and the major part of 
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our Knights and squires, are all insolvent. 
A miserable job of a Douglas, Heron, & 
Co. 's Bank, which no doubt you have 
heard of, has undone numbers of them'. 
The only thing he noted as flourishing was 
the smuggling trade on the Ayrshire coast. 
In a sentence which echoes ominously two 
hundred years later, he concluded that 'this 
country has been, and still is decaying very 
fast'. 

Looking especially at agriculture, he 
wrote that 'Farming is at a very low ebb 
with us'. He complained that 'our land
holders, full of ideas of farming gathered 
from the English, and the Lothians and 
other rich soils in Scotland, make no 
allowance for the odds of the quality of 
land, and consequently stretch us much 
beyond what, in the event, we will be found 
able to pay. We are also much at a loss for 
want of proper methods in our im
provements of farming: necessity compels 
us to leave our old schemes; and few of us 
have opportunities of being well informed 
in new ones'. In another letter he had noted 
'the backwardness of our harvest' in 1782. 
How disastrous that harvest actually was, 
was recalled later by Sir John Sinclair. 'The 
cold and storminess of summer 1782 ex
cited fears in the minds of the discerning; 
but none suspected the magnitude of the 
impending evil. On the 5th October, when 
oats and barley were generally green, a 
frost, armed almost with the rigour of a 
Greenland climate, desolated in one_night 
the hopes of the husbandmen ... Even in 
Ayrshire the snow fell before the corns 
were cut down ... This calamity increased 
the numbers of the poor; impaired the 
constitutions of multitudes in the lower 
orders, and entailed on them consumptions 
and other fatal disorders'. 



It was consumption that was killing 
William Burnes. To the general recession in 
trade and the difficulties of a disastrous 
harvest, the law suit came at a time when 
father was dying. Writing in June 1783 
Robert Burns told the sad story-'he has 
been for some months very poorly in 
health, and is in his own opinion, and 
indeed in almost everybody's else, in a 
dying condition'. A sad ending for a career 
which had seemed so full of promise. · 

William Burnes after a successful 
beginning as an estate manager had set up 
as a fulltime farmer in 1765, leasing from 
Provost Fergusson of Ayr the seventy-five 
acre farm of Mount Oliphant. This was a 
'generous master' who lent £100 to stock 
the farm. The rent was £40, raised to £45 
after six years, with the possibility of 
further six-year extensions. But after 
Fergusson's death in 1775 the property was 
administered by a less indulgent factor and 
William Burnes decided on a move. 
Sometime in 1776 he entered into two 
verbal agreements with David McLure of 
Shawwood, taking a lease of Lochlea for 
thirty-eight years. To begin with it was 
suggested that the rent should be 15/- per 
acre for the first eight years and £1 an acre 
thereafter. This was revised to become £1 
per acre from the beginning, with McLure 
agreeing to make extensive improvements 
to the farm-renovating the steading, 
enclosing the fields with dykes, enriching 
the soil by heavy liming, and draining the 
loch. Yields could be expected to increase; 
the landlord could charge a higher rent; 
and with a fixed rent in time of inflation 
the tenant could also hope to benefit. The 
rent at Mount Oliphant had been 12/- an 
acre; now he would be paying £1 an acre, 
which was expensive but not exorbitant in 
comparison with other Ayrshire farms at 
the time. But this was a bigger farm. At 
Mount Oliphant he was paying £45 a year. 
Now he was committing himself to £130 a 
year. 

William Burnes had paid off all or part 
of his debt to Fergusson by sale of his small 
holding at Alloway in 1767. He still owned 

the cottage, which brought in a small 
annual rent. He was still apparently in 
good health, and he had a family able 
enough to assist him in running a bigger 
farm. He took over Lochlea in November 
1776 and moved in the following May. 'For 
four years we lived comfortably here', 
Robert later recalled. On the farm of 
Lochlea they had (in 1783) six horses, 
thirteen cows, two calves, three sheep. The 
130 acres had to support ten persons. At 
first sight this might seem a lot of mouths 
to feed and a very small herd to help 
maintain them. But just a decade later the 
Statistical Account gives details both for 
Tarbolton and the adjacent parish of 
Mauchline of the number of farms, 
number of country folk, and figures of 
horses, cattle, and sheep. The average farm 
in Tarbolton had three horses, fourteen 
cows, and six or seven persons; in 
Mauchline, three or four horses, fifteen 
cows, eleven persons. So Lochlea appears 
as a quite typical local farm in most 
respects. 

The herd was of 'black cattle' kept both 
for milk and meat. Later it would be said 
of Tarbolton that 'the cows are of a race 
famous for the abundance of their milk 
... A prodigious quantity of butter and 
cheese is annually made here for sale'. But 
in 1783 the new Ayrshire breed with its high 
milk yield was still uncommon and the 
farms were only beginning to specialise in 
dairying. Cheese was in fact produced at 
Lochlea for the market. But the main 
emphasis was on oats and barley. 
Ploughing · required normally a team of 
four horses with a man and a boy. At 
Lochlea they had two plough teams and 
managed to cope with only six horses. They 
were obviously energetic enough to bring 
extra acres under the plough. As well as the 
main crops of oats and barley, they grew 
wheat, which was uncommon locally. For 
several reasons Robert and Gilbert grew 
flax, so successfully as to win a prize in 
January 1783-the one bright spot in that 
terrible year. Another experiment were the 
three sheep, as yet rarely kept on lowland 
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farms, which Robert had bought-'as a 
frolic', said Gilbert. 

The ten persons on the farm (in 1783) 
were William Burnes, now in his 62nd year. 
His four sons were Robert (24), Gilbert 
(22), William (15), and John (13, in poor 
health with only two years to live). Agnes 
Broun was now aged 50, her burden eased 
by the daughters. Agnes (20) and Anabella 
(18) looked after the dairy, while Isabella 
(11) was attending a sewing school in 
Tarbolton. The only hired help was 
William Miller, a ploughman. He had 
probably been taken on in 1781 when 
Robert went off for a time to the heckling 
in Irvine, realising that if he ever hoped to 
get married the farm could not support 
another family. One or other of the 
younger members of the family acted as 
herd, a necessary job ·on farms which were 
not yet properly enclosed with grown 
hedges. At harvest time extra help was 
required, and cousin Janet Broun came up 
from Kirkoswald in 1782. 

It was not till 1781 that difficulties had 
begun to emerge. Not enough, however, to 
prevent the payment of the necessary 
premium to allow Robert to learn the flax 
dressing in Irvine. Perhaps to pay for this, 
the cottage at Alloway was sold off in 
August 1781, realising £160. William 
Burnes seems to have kept a careful record 
of what was due to his landlord, and made 
three payments of £60, £11.8/-, and £40, 
which McLure at the time seems to have 
accepted as fair contributions in view of 
their respective commitments. Relations 
between landlord and tenant seem 
originally to have been close and cordial. 
Arnold McJannet of Irvine in 1792 asserted 
that a two-volume book entitled' Jerusalem 
Delivered' was a gift inscribed 'From 
William Burnes to his much respected 
friend Mr. McLure'. But eventually, if we 
can beli.eve Alexander Tait, the two came 
to blows: 
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His ain gun you did at him cock 
An never spared, 
Wi't owre his head came a clean knock, 
Maist kill'd the laird. 

The occasion may have been when, as 
Tait tells Grieve of Boghead, 

He order'd them on your braeside 
To shear his corn. 

The dispute became concentrated on a 
claim by McLure that he was due some 
£500 of arrears in rent. On 24th September 
1782 they met in Simson's Inn beside the 
Auld Brig in Ayr and referred their case to 
arbitration. James Grieve in Boghead and 
Charles Norval, gardener at Coilsfield, 
they nominated as their respective 
representatives. Throughout the winter of 
1782-83 these two arbiters held a series of 
meetings in Manson's Inn, Tarbolton, with 
William Humphrey as their clerk, 
examining witnesses and sifting the 
evidence. They failed to reach any 
agreement and on 9th April 1783 they took 
the agreed procedure of appointing a third 
man as umpire or oversman-and John 
Hamilton of Sundrum, one of Ayrshire's 
leading landowners, agreed to act. 

At this juncture McLure took in
dependent action. Suspecting that William 
Burnes was planning to quit the farm, and 
claiming he had had already sold off some 
of the stock as a preliminary, he petitioned 
the Sheriff of Ayr. A warrant of 
sequestration was granted. But the Sheriff 
concerned himself solely with the current 
year's rent, since the question of arrears 
was in the hands of the oversman. Soon 
after this, Alexander Tait must have 
produced his poem 'Burns in Lochly'. The 
Litigation is the subject of another of his 
poems, 'A Compliment' and gets passing 
mention elsewhere, confirming that this 
was indeed a local cause celbre. 

Now Sawny Tait was a person of some 
small consequence in Tarbolton. Though 
regarded as rather old-fashioned as a tailor 
and something of an eccentric, he was 
nevertheless the owner of several houses, a 
bailie of the little burgh, an office-bearer of 
the Universal Friendly Society of Tar
bolton, and a patron of the Burgher kirk. 
His poetic skills have been, I suspect, too 
casually under-rated. His opinions must 



have won a certain amount of general 
acceptance locally. Tait's comments on 
William Burnes are indeed cruel in view of 
his state of health. But they are not 
calumnious, as is so often suggested. There 
is no criticism of the Burnes family for skill 
in farming, though there is a significant 
comment on their 'pride'. The sole com
plaint is that McLure had not been paid his 
due-'Five hundred pounds they were 
behind'. 

When Tait deals with Robert Burns he is 
light-hearted and without malice. He 
mentions David Sillar's friend 'braw Rob 
Burns' and applauds them for their poetic 
and other efforts: 

Ye are two rantin', rhyming billies, 
The best Colts that hae mounted fillies ... 
Search Greenock, Irvine, Ayr, or Killie, 
There's not your match. 

But when it came to William Burnes, 
the fiercely anti-papist Tait criticises 
without remorse 

Like Cath'Iic country's scarlet whore, 
The way that Burns play'd wi' McLure. 

Tait tells how poor William Burnes was 
when he arrived in the parish. 

To Lochly ye came like a clerk, 
And on your back was scarce a sark, 
The dogs did at your buttocks bark, 
But now ye're braw, 
Ye poocht the rent ye was so stark, 
Made payments sma. 

McLure's generosity is argued. 
McLure he put you in a farm, 
And coft (bought) you coals, your arse to 
warm ... 
He likewise did the mailing stock, 
And built you barns, the doors did lock ... 
Each thing they had was a' McLure's, 
He stocked the farm. 

Tait indeed insists that Burnes had 
prospered at McLure's expense, and hints 
that he is still well-off when he states 'But 
now ye're braw', a point he re-iterates 
when mentioning that 'McLure's downfall 
is Burns's rise'. 

It was well known locally that McLure 
was himself in serious difficulties. 

McLure's estate has ta'en the fever, 
And heal again it will be never. 

Tait, however, exaggerates in blaming it 
all on William Burnes: 

McLure ye scarcely left a mite 
To fill his horn, 
You and the lawyers gi'ed him a skyte, 
Sold a' his corn. 

McLure's financial position was far 
more serious than a shortfall of five 
hundred pounds allegedly due from one of 
his tenant farmers. 

David McLure was a self-made man. He 
was born in the south Ayrshire parish of 
Dailly in 1733, a younger son in a large 
family. John McLure, a coal hewer at 
Drummochrie, was probably his grand
father. David McLure made his way in 
business in Ayr. He married in 1759, 
became a founder member of the Ayr 
Library in 1762, a burgess in 1763, and 
later a bailie of the royal burgh. In 1766 he 
and his associates were fined £405 for 
importing tea, wine, brandy, and other 
goods without paying duty, which suggests 
some involvement in the smuggling trade. 
In 1769 he invested £1,000 in the Ayr Bank 
of Douglas, Heron, & Co. In 1770 he was 
able to follow the usual path of a successful 
merchant in buying his way into the landed 
gentry, and he acquired Shawwood. This 
he did not do on his own. Between 1770 
and 1774 lands of the baronies of Halmark 
and Barmuir, including Shawwood, 
Adamhill, and Lochlea, were purchased by 
a combine of three-McLure, George 
McCree of Pitcon, another Ayr merchant, 
and Dr. John Campbell who owned 
Wellwood in Muirkirk parish and in 1775 
inherited Belleisle near Ayr. All three were 
substantial men, among the privileged 128 
Ayrshire freeholders of 1774 who alone 
were entitled to vote in parliamentary 
elections. Campbell moved in the best 
social circles. James Boswell of Auchinleck 
knew him both professionally and socially. 
Indeed in Boswell's diary for 1783 he tells 
of dining with Campbell on 6th January 
and the next day riding with him to visit 
John McAdam of Craigengillan. Both 
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Mclure and Campbell were distinguished 
enough in the management of their estates 
to be commended by Andrew Wight in his 
six volumes on 'The Present State of 
Husbandry in Scotland'. William Burnes as 
a young man had worked when he first 
came to Ayrshire for that pioneer of 
agricultural improvement, Alexander 
Fairlie. He was an obvious candidate for a 
tenancy when he was interviewed in 1776 
by Mclure and Campbell. Indeed it was 
Campbell's uncle and predecessor in 
Belleisle who had just twenty years earlier 
feued to William Burnes the plot to build 
his cottage at Alloway. 

All three, like so many other Ayrshire 
landowners, were involved in the collapse 
of the Ayr Bank in 1772. This was followed 
by a series of long drawn out legal 
processes which culminated in a number of 
bankruptcies in the recession of 1783, and 
was not finally settled till the eventual 
liquidation of the company in 1804. In his 
letter of June 1783 already quoted, Burns 
mentioned that 'A miserable job of a 
Douglas, Heron & Co.'s bank ... has 
undone numbers of them'. Among those 
affected were the Whitefoords who had to 
give up Ballochmyle in 1786, and John 
lapraik of Dalfram was gaoled for debt. 
Campbell, Mclure and Mccree were 
deeply involved as shareholders in the 
bank-Campbell in fact was a director. 
Among them they held £3,000 of shares in 
the paid-up capital of £96,000. Since there 
was no limited liability, they were 
vulnerable to all claims against the bank. 
In March 1783 their estates were claimed 
by the factor for the bank. When McLure 
took legal action against William Burnes in 
May 1783 he was in desperate cir
cumstances. 

William Burnes's reply to McLure's 
application for sequestration has not 
survived, so we cannot judge his feelings 
regarding Mclure's problems. 
Significantly perhaps, neither Gilbert nor 
Robert Burns made any criticism of him 
personally. Gilbert merely says that 'No 
writing had ever been made out of the 
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conditions of the lease; a misunderstanding 
took place respecting them'. Robert tells of 
the 'lawsuit between him (his father) and 
his landlord' and 'three years tossing and 
whirling in the vortex of litigation'. His 
venom is directed at the lawyers: 'When my 
father died, his all went among the 
rapacious hell-hounds that growl in the 
kennels of justice'. Nor is there any hint 
that their situation was critical. Tait in
sisted that 'McLure's downfall is Burnes's 
rise'. Robert's long letter of June 1783 
occasioned by his father's 'dying con
dition' is mainly concerned with 'the 
wretched state of this country'. There is no 
mention of the sequestration or of 
financial distress. By contrast, they can 
afford to send a gift to their relatives: 'My 
mother sends you a small present of a 
cheese, tis but a very small one, as our last 
year's stock is sold off; but if you could but 
fix on any correspondent in Edinburgh, or 
Glasgow, we would send you a proper one 
in the season.' 

On 16th August 1783 John Hamilton of 
Sundrum issued his Oversman's Award, 
which was registered with the Sheriff two 
days later. There was outstanding for 51/z 
years rent (£715) and work done by the 
landlord in the first year at Lochlea (£60) 
the total of £775. But against that various 
allowances were to be made-to com
pensate for the high initial rent (£210.1.6), 
for expenses in liming (£86.13.4), 
providing coals for lime burning (£36.6.0), 
for rebuilding the steading (£70.18.6), for 
erecting dykes (£18), for providing grass 
seed (£10), and in consideration of three 
payments made (£111.8.0). Altogether 
£543.17.4 should be credited to William 
Burnes. The arrears outstanding in fact 
amounted to £231.28, or less than half of 
what had been claimed. 

Within nine days William Burnes had 
taken his case to the Court of Session, not 
the action of a penniless man, though a 
determined one. His argument was not 
against making payment of what he tacitly 
accepted as a fair settlement of a confused 
financial dispute, but against making 



payment to McLure. With McLure's estate 
in the hands of the factor for the bank, 
various other claimants were clamouring 
for payment, including John McAdam of 
Craigengillan. William Burnes's suit was 
dismissed on the technical ground that he 
had not yet been formally sued. 

On 23rd November 1783 David 
McLure's estate was sequestered, and his 
debts assessed at the massive sum of 
£45,382.19.6. Now William Burnes was 
able, in association with Douglas, Heron, 
& Co., to engage an advocate and raised in 
the Court of Session an action of Multi
pounding against all claimants 'to the end 
that the party having the best claim there to 
may be preferred to the said rents after 
deduction and allowance to the pursuer of 
the expense of the process'. In other words, 
the bank would cover the expense of the 
litigation if it got the Lochlea rent arrears. 
In January 1794 the celebrated Lord 
Braxfield found in favour of the bank, who 
were entitled to the arrears of £231.28 plus 
the next year's rent of £130. 

John McVie, who published the various 
legal documents in the Burns Chronicle in 
1935, presumed 'that William Burnes when 
he raised the action of Multi-pounding, 
was in a position to deposit in court the 
sum of £231, and to do so without in
terfering with his stock' and concluded that 
'Robert Burns's fear of his father's 
"absorption in a jail" appears to have been 
unjustified'. Yet Gilbert, that usually more 
reliable witness, did insist that 'the decision 
involved my father's affairs in ruin'. The 
arrears plus the rent of Lochlea till William 
Burnes's death in February 1794 came very 
near the prophetic £500, covered easily by 
sale of stock, crops, and implements. The 
reserves William Burnes had built up with 

care, assiduity, and the hard work of all 
members of his family, were exhausted. 
The move to Mossgiel marked a new 
beginning. 

And what of McLure? Shawwood was 
sold in 1787 to the Oswalds of Auchen
cruive, and the land around Lochlea the 
next year to Henrietta Scott, afterwards 
Duchess of Portland. He left Ayr, 
probably in 1791 when his membership of 
the Ayr Library lapsed. He moved to 
Liverpool and was able to set himself up as 
a merchant there. He died in 1799 and was 
buried in the churchyard at Toxteth. 

This is not quite the end of the story. 
David McLure and William Burnes both 
had brilliant elder sons. William McLure 
(who also changed his name!) became 
famous enough to be recognised in the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica and Dictionary 
of American Biography. William was a 
pupil of George Douglas at Ayr Burgh 
School in 1773 when John Murdoch 
brought in Robert Burns for three weeks' 
tuition. Both teachers were eventually 
dismissed, one for 'want of authority', the 
other being 'overtaken in liquor'. But their 
pupils both had access to the books of the 
Ayr Library, and both in later life did 
much to encourage their establishment 
elsewhere. William McLure, making his 
fortune in the United States, devoted the 
rest of his life to educational and scientific 
interests, co-operated with Robert Owen in 
his New Harmony project, and became 
renowned as the founder of American 
geology. It was in the spring of 1783 that 
his father planned to send him from Ayr to 
New York. It is tempting to suppose that 
David McLure, threatened with ruin, was 
looking for ready cash to give his son a new 
start, and hence the Lochlea litigation. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Weaver, Packman, Ornithologist and Poet 

THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF ALEXANDER WILSON, By Clark Hunter. American 
Philosophical Society, Philadelphia. pp 456 and 20 plates. $70.00. 

Alexander Wilson was born in Paisley on 
6th July 1766. At the age of 13 he was 
apprenticed to a weaver, that he might 
follow his father's trade, but after a few 
years he rebelled and became a packman or 
pedlar. Tramping up and down Scotland, 
he composed numerous dialect poems 
treating his lot or depicting with broad 
humour and the pathos born of poverty the 
life of the people. He owed a great deal of 
his inspiration and technique to Burns, 
seven years his senior, and in some respects 
their careers ran along parallel lines. Three 
years after the publication of the 
Kilmarnock edition, Wilson also took the 
high-road to Edinburgh in search of fame 
and fortune. He wrote to Burns himself 
about this time, seeking encouragement no 
doubt. Tantalisingly no trace of this letter 
now remains beyond a cryptic and 
fragmentary reference to it in Burns' badly 
damaged letter-book 'Alex. Wilson-a 
youth-a stranger-Expresses in .. .' Like 
Burns, Wilson sought subscribers in order 
that he might get his poems into print. To 
this end he approached William McDowall 
of Garthland, M.P. for Renfrewshire and a 
well-known local benefactor. Wilson 
composed a letter which he delivered in 
person. McDowall was dining with none 
other than the Earl of Eglinton, but broke 
off his meal to attend to the young poet 
and cast a sympathetic eye over his 
manuscripts. McDowall's interest, if not 
patronage, was sufficient to ensure that 
Neilson of Paisley would publish the 
poems. 

Like Burns, Wilson was a radical, soon 
to be heavily embroiled in the labour 
troubles of the Cart Valley where 
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thousands of handloom weavers were 
suddenly hit by the new technology of their 
day and first shamelessly exploited and 
then thrown out of work. Before his poems 
as a whole were put to press, Wilson wrote 
a biting satire entitled The Hollander, or 
Light Weight, lampooning the local silk 
manufacturer, William Henry. Wilson was 
prosecuted for criminal libel and en
citement to unrest but though the trial 
never took place, he was forced to with
draw the libel. The publication of Tom 
Paine's Rights of Man in 1791 led to 
widespread demands for parliamentary 
reform, and Wilson seems to have taken a 
prominent part in the Friends of Reform in 
Paisley. Wrongly interpreting the court's 
leniency, Wilson foolishly composed a 
lampoon against William Sharp-and then 
sent it to him with a demand for five 
guineas to prevent publication. Wilson was 
fined, compelled to burn two copies of the 
poem on the steps of the tolbooth, and 
imprisoned in the tolbooth for fourteen 
days. Damages were awarded against 
Wilson and his failure to pay these 
relatively small sums led to further im
prisonment, though the charge on this 
occasion was that he had framed and in
dustriously circulated a seditious libel. 
Scotland in 1794 was not a safe place yor 
radicals. He and his nephew, William 
Duncan, hitch-hiked to Portpatrick, and 
from Belfast they set sail as deck 
passengers bound for Philadelphia, landing 
in America with only a gun and the clothes 
on his back. 

His years of poverty and hardship were 
by no means over, but Wilson persevered. 
He eventually obtained a position as a 
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schoolmaster in Philadephia and the 
turning point in his career came when he 
met William Bartram, the naturalist, who 
encouraged him in his drawing and 
collecting 'of all the birds in this part of 
North America'. In 1806 he obtained the 
assistant-editorship of Ree's En
cyclopaedia, and thus acquired more 
means and leisure for his great work, 
American Ornithology, the first volume of 
which appeared in the autumn of 1808, 
after which he spent the winter in a journey 
'in search of birds and subscribers'. By the 
spring of 1813 seven stupendous volumes 
had appeared, but Wilson's health was 
failing and he laboured desperately to 
complete an eighth and put in order his 
notes and sketches for the ninth and final 
volume. these last volumes were edited by 
his good friend, George Ord and published 
with a biographical sketch soon after his 
death from dysentery, at Philadelphia on 
23rd August 1813. 

Wilson, the Paisley poet who went on to 
become the father of American Or
nithology, died a poor man in terms of 
worldly goods, but his work has ensured 
his position as one of the great naturalists 
of all time. His Ornithology went through 
several editions in the nineteenth century. 
Ironically, it tends to be overshadowed by 
the more flamboyant work of John James 
Audubon who, as Clark Hunter ably 
demonstrates, leaned very heavily on 
Wilson's work. Several plates from Wilson 

are reproduced alongside the correspon
ding plates from Audubon showing to what 
an extent the Scot was plagiarised. 
Alexander Wilson was a prolific 
correspondent whose contacts ranged from 
fellow naturalists all the way to Thomas 
Jefferson, third President of the United 
States, and his letters reflect the amazing 
range of activities that he crammed into his 
46 years. The earliest letters, stilted and 
self-conscious, show the young pedlar, 
largely self-taught, striving to improve 
himself. The later correspondence, half a 
world and a lifetime away, show the wit 
and polish of the accomplished litterateur, 
while conveying his heartfelt joy at each 
new discovery, or vividly describing the 
incredible hardships which he endured in 
his peregrinations all over North America 
in search of new ornithological specimens. 

Clark Hunter is well qualified for the 
monumental task of editing Wilson's 
letters and compiling the detailed 
biography now presented for our delec
tation. A Paisley man and a noted 
bibliophile, he has combined meticulous 
attention to detail with an intimate un
derstanding of his subject, to produce a 
splendid volume which is immensely en
tertaining and always readable. Credit on 
both counts must also be given to 
Alexander Wilson himself, and it is to be 
hoped that with the publication of this 
volume he gets the much wider readership 
that he deserves. 

A Rare Buchan Ballad 
GEORDIE TOUGH'S SQUEEL, by John Walker Ritchie. The Lomond Press, 4 Whitecraigs, 
Kinnesswood, Kinross, KY13 7JN. pp 28. £3.00 (with original etching), £1.50 (with 
reproduction of etching). 

John Walker Ritchie, the author of this 
long poem in the Buchan dialect, was born 
in 1854 in Collieston-the 'fisher-toonie' 
of the poem, then a small fishing village in 
Aberdeenshire. Many of his forebears were 
engaged in fishing or farming in the 

Collieston area, and his father, George 
Ritchie, was for a time Water Bailiff at 
Newburgh, five miles away. John Walker 
Ritchie was the first member of his family 
to move far from Collieston in search of a 
career and, being an enterprising and 
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intelligent man, he became a successful 
businessman in Manchester. He is reputed 
to have invented (but unfortunately never 
patented) a new type of tracing cloth which 
was widely used in surveying and 
engineering drawing until superseded by 
transparent plastic materials after the 
Second World War. He never lost touch 
with his boyhood home. It was during a 
visit that he, together with his 62 year-old 
father and a local youth, was drowned in a 
boating accident, only a few hundred yards 
from the Collieston shore. He was only 36 
years of age. 

Geordie Tough 's Squeel was written nine 
years earlier and has hitherto only been 
available in a small edition which was 

privately printed in 1931, mainly for 
distribution among the author's descen
dants. We are grateful to Lomond Press 
for making this work available to a wider 
audience. Apart from its merits as a poem, 
Geordie Tough 's Squeel is of considerable 
interest on account of its liberal and 
completely authentic use of the Buchan 
dialect, and also because it gives us some 
vivid sketches of a way of life, social 
customs and even a detailed catalogue of 
everyday impedimenta that have long since 
vanished not only from Collieston (now a 
holiday resort rather than a fishing village), 
but also from other parts of Scotland. A 
comprehensive glossary and extensive notes 
have been included. 

Tam O' Shanter's Inn 
THE DWELLING HOUSE OF JAMES SHEARER, written and illustrated by Joseph D. Shearer. 
Smith Brothers, Kilmarnock. 28pp. No price quoted. 

This is a beautiful little book, a real gem. 
The author does not obtrude himself 
unfortunately and there is no publisher's 
'blurb' to tell us anything about him. I 
would hazard a guess that he is a 
descendant of the James Shearer of the 
title, who purchased a ramshackle and 
semi-derelict cottage in the Townhead of 
Ayr in 1748 for the modest sum of £9. lOs. 
James was twenty-five years old and 
betrothed to nineteen year-old Anne 
Goudie. They were married in Ayr Auld 
Kirk later that year and it is probable that 
during the summer and autumn before his 
marriage James started work on rebuilding 
the house or at least making it habitable. 
By 1753 he had expanded it to its present 
size. It was to be the home of James and 
Anne, their children and grandchildren, for 
the next ninety years, and for more than a 
century after that was to become famous as 
the Tam O' Shanter Inn. 

This book is partly genealogical and 
partly architectural. On the first count it is 
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a model of a family account, obviously 
constructed painstakingly with much love 
and care. The somewhat spurious Tam O' 
Shanter connection, cleverly exploited by 
the mid-nineteenth century tenant Andrew 
Glass, has ensured that this fine building 
should be preserved. In the 1930s the 
Turner family who then owned it decided 
to put it up for sale at £4,000-a far cry 
from Shearer's original purchase price. The 
Ayr Burns Club mounted a world-wide 
campaign to raise funds for this purpose 
and in 1944 the property was taken over by 
the burgh council with the aim of ensuring 
that it should be preserved as a Burns 
memorial. Messrs Turner, spirit mer
chants, continued to occupy it till 1954 and 
with the necessary renovations and con
version work it was not until 19th January 
1957 that the Tam O' Shanter Museum 
could be officially inaugurated. 

Joseph Shearer's book is lavishly 
illustrated with line drawings and 
diagrams, but there are also seven plates in 



full colour, from his own pamtmgs, 
showing Ayr's High Street as it was in the 
eighteenth century, exteriors both back and 
front of Shearer's tenement about 1785 and 
two interior scenes of the same vintage, as 
well as a view of the Inn about 1876 based 
on a photograph by George Washington 
Wilson. As a result of the indirect Burns 
connection, a unique piece of eighteenth 
century burgh architecture has been 
preserved. Far beyond its questionable 
association with Burns's famous poem is 
the fact that it is the only example left in 
Ayr of an eighteenth century family house. 
The Shearers have long since left it, moving 

onwards and upwards. James and Anne 
Shearer's descendants are engineers, 
doctors and scientists, to be found in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, southern 
England, America and Australia. As 
Joseph Shearer says, 'They were, like 
Douglas Graham and John Davidson, 
Andrew Glass, Nance Tinnock, Jean 
Armour and all the rest, the ordinary 
people of Ayrshire and it is perhaps fitting 
that in the end the house of James Shearer 
should be a memorial to the genius who 
sprang from the ranks of ordinary 
people-Robert Burns.' 

'By far my elder brother in the muse' 
ROBERT FERGUSSON AND THE SCOTS HUMANIST COMPROMISE, by Dr. F. w. Freeman. 
Edinburgh University Press. pp 249. £15.00. 

Burns was always the first to acknowledge 
his indebtedness to Robert Fergusson, the 
Edinburgh poet who died at the tragically 
early age of only 24 in 1774. If it is idle to 
speculate what Burns himself might have 
produced, had he not died in his 38th year, 
how much more pointless is it to ponder on 
the career of Fergusson, cut short so 
abruptly. Imagine if all we had to 
remember Burns by were his few pieces 
dating before 1783 ! The personal 
background of the two poets was quite 
different. Fergusson was the second son of 
William Fergusson, an accountant with the 
British Linen Bank in Edinburgh. He was 
educated at the High School of Edinburgh, 
whence he proceeded on a bursary to 
Dundee Grammar School and then, on a 
Fergusson scholarship, to St. Andrews 
University. His academic career, however, 
was terminated by his father's death and he 
was forced to return to Edinburgh to earn a 
meagre living as a clerk in a legal office. 
His first poem in the vernacular appeared 
on 2nd January 1772 in the Weekly 
Magazine published by Walter @d Thomas 

Ruddiman who, a year later, printed his 
work in a separate volume simply entitled 
Poems. A year later again, and young 
Fergusson was dead, in an Edinburgh mad
house. Burns was greatly moved by the 
misfortune which befell his predecessor 
and railed against the society which had so 
mistreated him. In his Epistle to William 
Simpson he declaimed: 

0 Fergusson! Thy glorious parts 
Ill suited law's dry, musty arts! 
My curse upon your whunstane hearts 

Ye Enbrugh Gentry! 
The tythe o' what ye waste at cartes 

Wad stow'd his pantry! 
And again, in his magnificent Apostrophe 
to Fergusson he wrote: 

Curs on ungrateful man, that can be 
pleas'd 

And yet can starve the author' of the 
pleasure. 

Burns' generosity in acknowledging his 
debt to Fergusson took the practical form 
of erecting a tombstone over his grave. 
Seldom has one poet done more to per
petuate the memory of another. 
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This new book, the first full study of the 
life and work of Robert Fergusson ever 
attempted, is not a biography in the or
thodox sense; as the title suggests, it is an 
interpretation of Fergusson's life and 
works in light of the prevailing society of 
his time. In an eighteenth century Scotland, 
dominated by Presbyterian, Moderate and 
Whig, Robert Fergusson represented the 
older culture of Episcopacy, the Tory and 
the Jacobite. Dr. Freeman presents a close 
and original reading of Fergusson 's Scots 
poems, especially the pastorals, as an 
attempt to exemplify the old humanist 
social ideal, while satirising Whiggery and 
the bourgeois materialism of his day. 

Unlike Burns, Fergusson was no sen
timentalist, and Dr. Freeman shows how, 
increasingly, his poetry recognised the need 
to reconcile progress with primitivism, and 
the old Country ideal with the reality of 
agricultural 'improvement'. By contrast, 
the City particularly the New Babylon of 
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Whig Edinburgh, exemplifying luxury, 
utility, sentimentalism and determinism, 
held out greater scope for anti-Whig satire. 
In his town eclogues and odes, Fergusson is 
shown lambasting Calvinist pulpit rhetoric, 
the materialism of the lawyers and the 
corruption of the mob. Finally, Freeman 
reviews the poet's attempt, as a Scots 
humanist, to resolve tensions both within 
himself and within his work, by creating an 
idealised Edinburgh as a heavenly city of 
the imagination and at the same time a 
place where a new synthesis of regenerating 
energy and old order becomes possible. 

In this challenging study, Dr. Freeman 
succeeds in presenting a coherent dialec
tical overview of the conflicting 
philosophical currents and cross-currents 
in post-Union Scottish intellectual life, and 
convincingly illuminating the complex 
nature of Scottish humanism in a period of 
social and political turbulence. 

Pres. Mrs. Clements and Mr. Clements, speaking with Mrs. Lindsay, at Melbourne Burns Club's 
Annual Dinner. 
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Mauchline, by David Octavius Hill, R.S.A. 

James Smith - 'A Trusty Trojan' 
By James L. Hempstead 

Following the death of William Burns in 
1784, the family moved to Mossgiel Farm, 
which lies within the Parish of Mauchline 
and about a mile uphill from the village. 
The move had been eased by Gavin 
Hamilton, the Mauchline lawyer, who had 
given the family a sub lease of Mossgiel 
and befriended them following the father's 
bankruptcy. Robert was then twenty-five 
years of age, head of the house and full of 
resolve to make a success of Mossgiel 
along with brother Gilbert. Unfortunately, 
the purchase of bad seed and a late harvest 
proved disastrous and overset all his good 
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intentions. As he wrote in his 
autobiographical letter to Doctor Moore, 'I 
returned like a dog to his vomit, and the 
sow that was washed to her wallowing in 
the mire' . 

It is not surprising, therefore, that he 
sought diversion from the drudgery and 
worries of Mossgiel in the life of the 
village. He had a genius for friendship and 
very soon he found himself the leader of a 
small band of harum-scarum youths, who 
fell under the spell of his magnetic per
sonality. His two closest friends at this 
level were John Richmond, clerk in Gavin 
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Hamilton's office, and James Smith, who 
kept a haberdasher's shop in the Back
causeway, opposite Nance Tinnock's ale 
house. Both were six years younger than 
Burns and with him formed a rebellious 
trio, who cocked a snoot at convention and 
outraged all those 'douce folk who live by 
rule'. 

Smith was born in Mauchline on lst 
March, 1765, and it would appear that his 
childhood was not a particularly happy 
one. When he was ten years old, his father 
Robert Smith, a local merchant, was killed 
by falling from his horse. After a 
reasonable period of mourning, his mother 
Jean married James Lamie, kirk elder and 
colleague of William Fisher (Holy Willie). 
Young James was strictly brought up by his 
stepfather and it is almost certain that he 
rebelled against the narrow Auld Licht 
doctrine practised by Lamie. At the earliest 
opportunity he left the family home and 
went into lodgings. His only sister Jean, 
celebrated by Burns as the witty one of the 
Belles of Mauchline, would no doubt be 
equally resentful of Lamie's strictures. 

The only description of Smith is con
tained in the opening three stanzas of the 
verse epistle, which Burns penned to him in 
the Spring of 1786. It was subsequently 
included in the Kilmarnock Edition: 
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Dear Smith, the slee'st pawkie thief, 
That e'er attempted stealth or rief, 
Ye surely hae some warlock-breef 

Owre human hearts; 
For ne'er a bosom yet was prief 

Against your arts. 

For me, I swear by sun an' moon, 
And ev'ry star that blinks aboon, 
Ye've cost me twenty pair o' shoon, 

Just gaun to see you; 
And ev'ry ither pair that's done, 

Mair taen I'm wi' you. 

That auld, capricious carlin, Nature, 
To mak amends for scrimpit stature, 
She's turn'd you off, a human-creature 

On her first plan; 
And in her freaks, on ev'ry feature, 

She's wrote the Man. 

Although the compliments expressed in 
these verses are exaggerated in a happy and 
humorous way, they are nevertheless 
sincere and convey the depth of affection 
which Burns had for his young friend. The 
last verse, which neatly rounds off what 
many of his biographers consider to be his 
finest verse epistle, returns to the opening 
theme: 

... Then, Jamie, I shall say nae mair, 
But quat my sang, 

Content wi' you to mak a pair, 
Whare'er I gang. 

It was in this epistle that Burns gave the 
first hint that he was considering 
publication of his poems: 

This while my notion's ta'en a sklent, 
To try my faith in guid, black prent. 

When proposals for publishing were 
subsequently issued, Smith proved most 
energetic in promoting the sales by securing 
forty one subscriptions. 

The value which Burns placed on 
Smith's friendship is further exemplified in 
a number of his letters. In one to Rich
mond, dated 17th February, 1786, he says 
'I am extremely happy with Smith; he is the 
only friend I have now in Mauchline.' On 
30th July of the same year, just prior to his 
projected departure for Jamaica, he wrote 
a farewell note to Richmond: 

My hour is now come-You and I will never 
meet in Britain more-I have orders within 
three weeks at farthest to repair aboard the 
Nancy, Capn Smith from Clyde to Jamaica, 
and to call at Antigua,-This except to our 
old friend Smith, whom God long preserve, is 
a secret about Mauchline. 

This letter was written during the period 
when William Armour, anticipating that 
some money might come to Burns from the 
publication of his poems, had secured a 
warrant to put him in jail, until he could 
'find security for an enormous sum'. Burns 
went into hiding to escape service of the 
warrant. His 'contact' at this time was 
Smith, who kept him informed of all that 
was happening in the Armour 'camp'. 
Burns never forgot the loyalty of his young 
friend. Writing to his Edinburgh friend, 



Robert Ainslie, two years later he said, 'I 
pay you no compliment when I say that, 
except my old friend Smith, there is not any 
person in the world I would trust so far'. 

There is no doubt that Burns was happy 
in Smith's company. Although the young 
Mauchline draper did not possess any 
literary or poetic talent, the one thing he 
did share with Burns and Richmond was a 
disposition to flaunt the narrow con
ventions of Mauchline society. Professed 
fornicators, they formed the Court of 
Equity, a mock court whose object was to 
try those fornicators who denied their guilt. 
One of the 'hearings' has been com
memorated by Burns in a lively humorous 
poem called 'The Courty of Equity' or 
'Libel Summons', in which he handles 
Scots legal and ecclesiastical phraseology in 
brilliant fashion. The officers of the court 
are described as follows: 

First POET BURNS he takes the CHAIR 
Allowed by all his title's fair 
And passed nem con without dissension 
He has a Duplicate pretension 
Next MERCHANT SMITH, our worthy 

FISCAL 
To cowe each pertinacious rascal 
In this, as every other state 
His merit is conspicuous great. 
RICHMOND the third, our trusty CLERK, 
Our minutes regular to mark; 
And sit dispenser of the law 
In absence of the former twa. 

In an article on Mauchline in the Burns 
Chronicle of 1896, J. T. Gibb states that, 
'Kirsty Wilson had a son to James Smith, 
"slee'est James" as the Poet calls him, who 
was called by the name of William ... He 
served as a boy with Gilbert Burns at 
Mossgiel and in his latter days was the 
village postman .. .' He died about 1862. 
Entries in the Mauchline Kirk Session 
Records reveal that on three Sundays in the 
summer of 1783, James Smith did public 
penance in church for the sin of for
nication. There is nothing in the minutes to 
indicate the identity of the woman in
volved, although the two dates mentioned 
above would seem to be chronologically 
related, and suggest that the woman could 

have been Kirsty Wilson. 
Several biographers have claimed that 

Smith fled from Mauchline in 1786 under 
censure of the Kirk. This is not borne out 
by the Kirk Session Records and some 
doubt exists as to his culpability. An entry 
in the minutes of 3rd December, 1786, 
reads: 

Compeared Agnes Curry. Acknowledges 
herself with child and being exhorted to be 
ingenuous in naming the real father, declares 
that Mr. James Smith, late merchant in 
Mauchline is the father. The session appoint 
William Fisher and James Lamie to talk to 
Smith and report. 

Smith by this time had removed to 
Linlithgow, where he had entered into 
partnership with a man called Miller, in a 
calico printing business on the banks of the 
Avon. He appeared before the Session on 
lOth December and denied that he was the 
father: 

He was desired by the Moderator ('Daddy' 
Auld) to attend when called. He replied that 
he would attend if he could but he did not 
doubt of getting justice done whether present 
or absent. 

The Session, no doubt appreciating his 
difficulty in travelling from Linlithgow, 
later agreed to his request that Mr. Noble, 
Session Clerk, act as his agent. 

Agnes Curry made several subsequent 
appearances before the Session along with 
another witness. She disclosed in evidence 
that she was a servant of Smith's mother. 
Mrs. Carswell in her 'Life' declares that 
Agnes was more than twice Smith's age, 
but nowhere in the minutes is her age given. 

Last mention of the affair is made on 
16th May, 1787. The entry in the minutes 
reads: 

The Session according to their usual method 
propose as soon as may be that the parties be 
confronted and for this purpose shall be 
ready to call a meeting so soon as Mr. Smith 
comes to the Country ... 

It would appear that the confrontation 
never took place and there is no evidence 
that James Smith or Agnes Curry ever did 
public penance in church. 
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Smith left Mauchline for Linlithgow in 
the latter part of 1786 and it was about this 
time that Burns wrote a humorous epitaph 
on a 'Wag in Mauchline'. It is generally 
believed that the wag was Smith, but as 
Henley and Henderson so wisely observe, 
the epitaph need not be interpreted too 
literally: 

Lament him, Mauchline husbands a', 
He aften did assist ye; 
For had ye staid hale weeks awa', 
Your wives they ne'er had missed ye' 

Ye Mauchline bairns, as on ye pass 
To school in bands the gither, 
0, tread ye lightly on his grass
Perhaps he was your father! 

Burns favoured Smith with a number of 
letters, and fortunately, six of these have 
survived. They are of particular interest as 
they furnish vital information on im
portant aspects of the poet's life. When 
Burns was feeling miserable and distracted 
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Mossgiel, by David Octavius Hill, R . ~>.A. 

over the apparent desertion of Jean Ar
mour, and considering fleeing the country, 
it was to Smith he wrote on lst August, 
1786, as his confidant: 

Against two things I am as fixed as fate
staying at home, and owning her conjugally. 
The first, by Heaven, I will not do!-the last, 
by hell I will never do!-A great God bless 
you, and make you happy, up to the warmest 
weeping wish of parting friendship! ... If 
you see Jean, tell her I will meet her; so help 
me God in my hour of need. 

Ten days later the poet addressed another 
letter to his friend in which he gave details 
of his altered plans for emigration to 
Jamaica. On his return to Mauchline, 
following his triumphant visit to Edin
burgh, Burns again wrote to Smith on 1 lth 
June, 1787, expressing his disgust at the 
'mean servile compliance' of the Armour 
family. It was to Smith, too, on 30th June 
of the same year, that he gave a lively 
account of his journey down Loch 
Lomondside. This letter, or more correctly 



the latter half of it, and first published by 
Dr. Currie, contains almost all the in
formation, however sparse, which Burns 
gave of his West Highland Tour. 

The final two letters are perhaps the 
most important of the series, as they touch 
on the enigma of Burns's marriage to Jean 
Armour. Smith was the first to learn of the 
union. In his letter of 28th April, 1788, 
Burns wrote: 

. . . to let you into the secrets of my 
pericranium, there is, you must know, a 
certain clean-limbed, handsome, bewitching 
young hussy of your acquaintance, to whom I 
have lately and privately given a matrimonial 
title to my corpus ... I intend to present 
Mrs. Burns with a printed shawl, an article of 
which I daresay you have a variety; 'tis my 
first present to her since I have irrevocably 
called her mine, and I have a kind of 
whimsical wish to get the said first present 
from an old and much valued friend of hers 
and mine, a trusty Trojan, on whose 
friendship I count myself possessed of a life
rent lease . . . Mrs. Burns ('tis only her 
private designation) begs her best com
pliments to you . . . 

While Burns informed Smith that 'lately 
and privately' he had married Jean, he was 
not forthcoming on the details or the exact 
date. The phrasing of the letter seems 
deliberately ambiguous and tends to 
suggest that he never went through a 
formal marriage service. By Scots law of 
the day, a declaration of marriage in the 
presence of witnesses constituted a legal, 
although in the eyes of the Kirk, irregular 
marriage. 

A subsequent letter to his old friend, 
dated 26th June, 1788, suggests that Burns 
had not fulfilled this legal requirement. He 
wrote: 

I have waited on Mr. Auld about my 
Marriage affair, and stated that I was legally 
fined by a Justice of the Peace-He says if I 
bring an attestation of this by the two wit
nesses, there shall be no more litigation about 
it.-As soon as this comes to hand, please 
write me in the way of familiar Epistle that, 
'Such things are'. 

In other words Smith was asked to 
testify, but not on oath, that he had been a 

witness to the marriage, when only two 
months previously he had received a letter 
from the poet letting him into the secret. 
That Burns dissembled in this matter there 
can be little doubt, especially when one 
remembers that Smith had not lived in 
Mauchline for over two years. The two 
letters quoted tend to destroy the claim 
made in the Train manuscripts that 'Jean 
Armour and Rob Burns were privately 
married in the writing office of Gavin 
Hamilton, Mauchline, by John Farquar, 
Esq., of Gilmilnscroft, J. P.' An aura of 
mystery surrounds the marriage and two 
centuries of research have failed to dispel 
it. 

Smith's venture into calico printing was 
not a success and in 1788 he left the 
country, but not before the two friends had 
enoyed a reunion at Linlithgow. It is 
generally believed that he went to Jamaica, 
'that haven of refuge for unfortunate Scots 
in the eighteenth century', from whose 
unhealthy climate Burns had been happily 
spared. Nothing further was heard of 
Smith and he left no trace. Cromek speaks 
of him as being dead in 1808. · 

Smith was the closest of all Burns's 
Mauchline friends and proved a sheet
anchor during the Armour crisis. Although 
there was a wide gulf between his mediocre 
abilities and the genius of the poet, there 
was, nevertheless, a strong bond of 
fellowship between them. A happy 
freedom marked their relationship and 
nowhere is this more evident than in the 
letters which Burns addressed to his friend. 
Perhaps the greatest tribute paid to Smith 
was when Burns described him as a 'trusty 
Trojan, whose friendship I count myself 
possessed of a life-rent lease'. Un
fortunately, that life-rent lease expired all 
too soon. 

Acknowledgement: 
The author wishes to thank Mr. Clinton V. 
Black, Government Archivist, Spanish Town, 
Jamaica, for undertaking a search of the records 
in an attempt to trace James Smith. Un
fortunately, there is no record of his death or 
burial in either manuscript or printed sources. 
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Friars' Carse-A Memorable Visit 
By D. Wilson Ogilvie 

D. Wilson Ogilvie, Dumfries Burns Club President, attempts to blow the whistle at Friar's Carse. 
Looking on are James Howitt, Noel Dinwiddie, Ron Kirkby, John Inglis, Ronald Crichton, Hugh 
Cunningham and Sam Gaw. 

The 'whistle of worth' was blown again in 
January on the spot it was reputedly blown 
on 16th October, 1789. This took place at 
Friars' Carse in Nithsdale, once the home 
of Capt. Robert Riddell, F.S.A.(Scot), 
close friend and admirer of his neighbour 
Robert Burns of Ellisland. To be more 
accurate, this was the happy state of affairs 
until the episode of the Sabine Rape 

38 

charade, after which Burns was shunned by 
the Riddells. Only Maria effected a per
sonal reconciliation shortly before _the 
Bard's death. 

On 6th January, the whistle was returned 
for the evening to Friars' Carse, by 
courtesy of its present owner, Capt. 
Cunninghame of Caprington Castle, 
Kilmarnock who leant it to Wilson Ogilvie, 



Dumfries Burns Club President. Capt. 
Cunninghame is a descendant of Alex 
Fergusson, Esq, of Craigdarroch, the 
winner of the whistle at the illustrious 
contest of 1789, graphically com
memorated in Burns' fine ballad-'The 
Whistle'. 

Our whistle probably reached the 
Scottish court with a Danish courtier in 
1589, when James VI married Princess 
Anne of Denmark. The Dane was a drinker 
of repute, having won and then retained 
the whistle in numerous contests. The 
famous whistle was placed on the table, 
and the winner was the last drinker who 
was capable of blowing it! After a number 
of victories the Dane lost his prize in 
Scotland, and it finally reached the Rid
dells of Glenriddel. Eventually, in 1789, it 
was competed for by three famous lairds, 
all inter-related-Capt. Robert Riddell 
himself, Alexander Fergusson, the winner 
and Sir Walter Laurie of Maxwelton. 

On 6th January Dumfries Burns Club 
members and friends accompanied by 

Federation Senior Vice-President Mr. 
John Inglis and Federation Past President 
and Mrs. Sam Gaw-as well as the 
whistle-enjoyed a magnificent evening as 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kirkby who 
manage Friars' Carse for the Post Office 
Fellowship of Remembrance. 

Despite major reconstruction since the 
time of Burns, it still retains some of the 
atmosphere of Riddell days, and after a 
delightful buffet meal, the company were 
entertained with song, verse and dancing. 
The president told the tale of the whistle 
and the Riddell families, while Past 
President Ronald Crichton, Bard for the 
evening, gave a spirited rendering of 'The 
Whistle'. This he followed with a recitation 
of the other 'Whistle', that delightful piece 
by Charles Murray, telling of the uneven 
struggle between the 'wee herd' and the 
'maister'. The poem was dedicated, by the 
reciter, to President Wilson Ogilvie, a 
dominie from Charles Murray Country! 

Yes it was an evening of true Burnsian 
fellowship. 

A New Burns Look-alike 

The 'Immortal Memory' of Robert Burns was brought to life at the St. Andrew Society of 
Tallahassee's annual Burns' Nicht celebration at the Capital City Country Club, 28th 
January, when the Scots bard actually stumbled in on his two-hundred and twenty-fifth 

birthday, in person. 
David Skipper, an amateur actor, in the guise of Robert Burns, entertained the society 

with a fascinating one-man performance and painted a portrait, in living, breathing flesh, 

of the character of Scotland's most famous poet. Skipper, a Florida Department of 

Corrections employee and member of both the St. Andrew Society of Tallahassee and the 

Tallahassee Celtic Ceilidh Dancers and Singers, wished to honour Burns in a dramatic and 
spirited way. 
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Robert Burns, portrayed by David Skipper, in his one-man performance at the St. Andrew Society of 
Tallahassee's Burns Nicht, inviting Libby Skipper to a waltz during the programme. 

Utilising his theatrical experience from college and working from the letters Burns 
wrote to his friends and associates , Skipper fashioned a narrative full of humour and 
pathos which captured the spirit of Robert Burns, the man. 

Burns, in his address, provided a brief history of himself and an account of his many 
years as a farmer, how his father influenced his life, the books that impressed him most, 
adventures in the excise, and last, but not least, his eternal love and pursuit of the fairer 
sex. Skipper remarked that a stanza written by Burns himself in the 'Epistle to John 
Lapraik', best described the essence of the bard: 

Gie me ae the spark o' Nature's fire, 
That's a' the learning I desire; 
Then, tho' I drudge thro ' dub and mire 

At pleugh or cart, 
My muse, tho' hamely in attire , 

May touch the heart. 

Margaret Neal, president of the St. Andrew Society of Tallahassee, also welcomed the 
Tallahassee Celtic Ceilidh Dancers and Singers, who sang and danced their way through a 
lively evening of Burns' works, which included 'Corn Rigs', 'Bonnie Wee Thing', 'My 
Love, She's But a Lassie Yet', 'There Was a Lad', 'Green Grow the Rashes O', and many 
more. 

The singers and dancers included: Libby Skipper, Tim Murphey, Jim and Moria 
McMillan, Jack and Jean Rosenau, Robert Hall, Susan Simmons, Dick Rixey, Mary 
Mobley, Genevieve Vass, Celina Ingram and Marcus and Bernice Calhoun. 
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BURNS GARDEN APPEAL 
A cheque for £500 was presented to Miss M. Neil, Matron of East-Park Home for Infirm Children 
(Largs Branch), by Robert McKay on the 225th anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns. The cash 
was raised through the Burns Garden Appeal at Douglas Park in (..args. The appeal was founded on 
August 22, 1982 on behalf of East-Park Home which cares for physically and mentally handicapped 
children . 

Pictured in Burns Garden are (from the left) Councillor W . Donald, Mr. Hugh Paton (Parks 
Superintendent), Miss M. Neil (Matron) , Robert McKay (Appeal Founder & Treasurer) and Councillor 
D. Doris. 

Burns Garden was designed and laid out by Robert McKay and was officially opened by Sam Gaw 
on 27th June, 1978. One side of the garden relates the tale of Tam O' Shanterwith models of Mungos 
Well, Kirk Alloway and the Brig o' Doon. It is almost possible to visualise that fearful ride as the area 
around Kirk Alloway has an eerie atmosphere. The garden is furnished with horse drawn agricultural 
implements and other relics of yesteryear which have been very kindly donated by local people. 
Flowers, trees and shrubs that Burns mentions in his poems and songs have been used in the layout 
of the garden. 

Robert McKay. 
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YOUNG 
BURNSIANS 

PERTH BURNS CLUB 
SCHOOLS' NIGHT 
The annual · Schools' Night has now 
become one of the major events in the 
Perth . Burns Club's year. The 1983 event 
was held in the ballroom of the Salutation 
Hotel , Perth on Tuesday, 8th November 
when a large gathering of members, 
parents, teachers and friends were en
tertained to an evening of Scottish songs, 
verse and music by 34 pupils drawn from 
all the senior schools in the city-Perth 
Academy, Perth High School, Perth 
Grammar School and St. Columba's High 
School. 

Club president, the Rev. Hector 
Houston, M.B.E., welcomed the company 
and presented a book to Lynn Miller of 
Perth High School who won the Perth 
Burns Club silver rosebowl for Burns verse 
speaking at the 1983 Perthshire Musical 
Festival. 

One of the highlights was an anthology 
'The Seven Ages of Man' performed by 
Perth High School pupils and devised by 
one of their teachers, Mrs. Irene Mc
Farlane. 

The evening was organised and com
pered by the club Secretary, Donald N. M. 
Paton . 
42 

Alex Law, Secretary of Gorebridge Burns Club, 
congratulating Evonne Michael, a pupil in 
Primary 7, Gorebridge, on winning the cup for 
verse, in the competition organised by the 
Edinburgh and District Burns Clubs Association, 
held at the Airts Burns Club, Prestonpans. 

COVENTRY 
The Tam 0' Shanter Burns Club Coventry 
held a Burns Schools' Competition on 
Saturday 7th April. 200 schoolchildren 
attended and entries ranged from a school 
choir, to recitation and singing of Burns 
songs and an instrumental section. They 
competed for eight trophies, money prizes, 
Burns books, and certificates. These were 
presented by G. Mudie, President of Tam 
O' Shanter Club. The Junior Standard pipe 
band and Coventry Caledonian Country 
Dance Team entertained the company. The 
competition was sponsored by the Tam O' 
Shanter Club. Thanks also go to the 
Schools' Competition Committee, the Jolly 
Beggars Section, and the West Midlands 
Burns Federation for their support. 



STONEHOUSE 
'A' the Airts' Stonehouse held a Schools' 
Competition which was attended by five 
primary schools in Stonehouse Primary 
School on Wednesday 2lst March 1984. 

The attending schools were: Stonehouse, 
Newfield, St. Patricks, Bent and Sandford. 

There were 48 solo performers and 5 
choirs competing in five classes. 

The prize winners were: 
1. Junior Singers for the Pipe-Major 

Hector Mcinnes Trophy-lst Jonathan 
Wright (Stonehouse), 2nd Benjamin 
Howorth (Bent), and 3rd Leigh 
Thomson (Stonehouse). 

2. Junior Readers for the George Golder 
Trophy-lst Lorna Boyle (Bent), 2nd 
Janet Burns (Bent) and 3rd Lissa 
Rodgers (St. Patricks). 

3. Senior Singers for the Dick Gibb 
Trophy-lst Sharron Barclay 
(Newfield),. 2nd Andrew Ferguson 
(Stonehouse) and 3rd Joanna McMillan 
(Sandford). 

4. Senior Readers for the Bob Wilson 
Trophy-lst Andrew Ferguson 
(Stonehouse), 2nd Angela Mackie 
(Bent) and 3rd Nicola Burns (Sand
ford). 

5. Choirs for the 'A' the Airts' Shield-lst 
Stonehouse Primary, 2nd Newfield 
Primary, 3rd Bent Primary. 
'A' the Airts' Trophy for overall winners 

went to Stonehouse Primary School. 
The standard of performances was very 

high in all classes which made judging for 
our judges, Bob Cleland and Jack Barn
stable, a most unenviable task. In spite of 
the difficulty our judges did a first class job 
and we are indebted to them for their very 
fair decisions. The event was topped by a 
magnificent attendance of parents and 
friends to spectate and encourage the 
young contestants. We are sure they were 
more than entertained and thank them for 
their attendance. We as a Club intend to 
keep up the momentum by introducing 
other Burns events into the local schools 
during the coming year. 

D. McKechnie 

THE 
IMMORTAL MEMORY 
By Brian Fraser (12 years) Lochgelly 

When I was asked to say this 'Immortal 
Memory' -not only SAY it but also make 
it up as well, I really wanted to answer 'No 
Thanks. I did enough last year when I said 
Tam O' Shanter from beginning to end.' 

Then I had another look at the man who 
asked me-and decided it was better to say 
yes. You can see he is a lot bigger than me 
and, boy you should hear how loud he can 
shout. 

I don't know about you but I wasn't 
even sure what this 'Immortal Memory' 
thing even meant. So I decided to do what 
these school teachers are always telling us 
to do. LOOK UP THE DICTIONARY, 
YA EEJIT. So I looked it up and found out 
that Immortal means ... living for ever. 
And Memory means . . . something 
remembered. 

Now that seemed a bit funny to me for 
we are talking about a man called Rabbie 
Burns and men certainly don't live for ever. 
In fact I know that Rabbie died in 1796 and 
that's along time ago. 

This set me thinking then about what we 
really mean by IMMORTAL-could we 
mean the poems and song Rabbie left 
behind. They certainly have lived on for 
200 years or so but could they still mean 
something in 1984 or would they be 
completely out of date. _ _ 

For example, Rabbie definitely didn't 
write about microchips, computers, Darth 
Vader or BMX bikes in his poems, did he? 

So I got a book of Burns poems out and 
the very first poem I came across was To a 
Louse. That was certainly right up to date 
as only last week we all got our heads 
checked for NITS at the school. 

I didn't actually see any of these 
creatures, unfortunately, but I am sure 
Rabbie's description would have been just 
right. He said. 

Ye ugly, creepin, bias tit wonner 
Detested, shunned, by saunt and sinner. 
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So you see Rabbie's words can still fit in 
with things in 1984. Could I prove it even 
further? 

Well, I got myself a packet of monster 
munch, a bottle of sodastream and sat 
down in front of the telly to watch the 
news. 

First thing on the news was the British 
rock and pop awards and some of the 
words in To a Louse could have suited one 
of the main winners very well. I mean, of 
course, Boy George and I am thinking of 
these lines. 

0 wad some power the giftie gie us 
To see oorsels as ithers see us. 

Next thing on the TV news was a bit 
about people protesting about other people 
hunting and killing hares just for the fun of 
it. If Rabbie Burns were still alive today he 
would definitely have been on the side of 
the hare.· 

Just listen to the words he wrote nearly 
200 years ago to a man who had just killed 
a hare for fun. 

Inhuman man! Curse on thy barbrous art 
And blasted by thy murder-aiming eye 
May never pity soothe thee with a sigh 
Nor ever pleasure glad they cruel heart 

But back to happier pictures on the telly. 
Now it was Princess Di-I think Rabbie 
would have taken a right fancy to her. In 
fact I am SURE Rabbie would have fancied 
her. 

I bet he would soon have made up a great 
poem about Princess Diana. He was 
brilliant at making up poems about the 
ladies. What about this verse for example. 

Her eyes outshine the radiant beams 
That gild the passing shower 
And glitter o'er the crystal stream 
And cheer each freshning flower 

Good stuff, isn't it! But he was known to 
change his tune on some occasions. Listen 
to what he had to say about some of the 
gorgeous dancers in Tam 0' Shanter. 
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But witherd beldams, auld and droll 
Rigwoodie hags wad speam a foal 
Louping and flinging on a crummock 
I wonder didna turn thy stomach. 

And last, but not least, on the news was 
an item which provided probably the most 
important link of all between that 
programme and Rabbie Burns. 

It was, of course, our old and detested 
enemy-WAR-which seems to be 
everywhere these days and it always means 
death and destruction. Some things just 
never change, even with the passing of 
time. 

Our National Poet, for I now realise why 
we call him that, summed up perfectly how 
most of us feel on this subject. 

Then let us pray that come it may 
As come it will for a 'that 
That sense and worth o'er a' the earth 
Shall bear the gree and a 'that 
For a'that an a'that 
It's comin yet for a 'that 
That man to man the world o'er 
Shall brithers be for a'that 

As you can see, I am convinced now that 
Rabbie has still got a lot to say to us even in 
our modern space-age world. 

His ·words are indeed immortal, in fact 
who could imagine a time when we DONT 
sing the most immortal words of all that 
Rabbie left us-'Auld Land Syne'. 

Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, I 
give you a toast to the 'Immortal Memory' 
of Rabbie Burns. 

CHILDREN'S 
ACTIVITIES 
The Children's Song and Verse Com
petition was held by the Edinburgh and 
District Burns Association in the Royal 
Mussel burgh Golf Club Hall on Saturday, 
lOth March. There was a record entry of 
competitors. Deanpark School, Balerno, 
Edinburgh won lst prize and a silver cup, 
and a 3rd prize both in song. The winner 
was accompanied also by an 11 year old 
boy on the violin. Songs were 'Ay Waukin' 
O', and 'There was a Lad'. 

WM. R. SHANKS, 
Secretary, Balerno Burns Club. 



NATURE IN THE POETRY OF BURNS 

By Linda Crombie (11 years old) 

Robert Burns was a son of a poor farmer. 
When he was young he had to work nearly 
all the time on his father's farm. He had 
always loved nature and nature's animals, 
plants and birds of the country side. 

There are lots of beautiful 'Nature' 
pictures in his poems. For instance the 
poem 'On seeing a wounded hare limp by 
me' he was horrified at the man who had 
made a poor shot at the hare and left the 
'mangled wretch' to die. He leaves us in no 
doubt about his own sympathetic nature 
and he said. 

'Inhuman man curse on thy barb'rous art!' 

He hated how people always took ad
vantage of animals of the countryside. 

There was another poem called 'To a 
mouse' about a poor 'wee tim'rous beastie' 
whose nest is destroyed by the farmer's 
coulter and he said:-

'Wee sleekit cowrin' tim'rous beastie' 

He hated how man seemed to destroy 
everything in his path regardless of what it 
was. 

He helps us to have some sympathy for 
these little wild creatures and living 
growing things. If you read the poem 'To a 
mountain daisy' he said: 

'How the flowers get crushed by the plough 
'For I maun crush amang the stour thy slender 
stem'. 

The daisy's humble birth and brave 
struggle to live reminded him of his own 
life. He says: 

'Such is the fate of simple Bard' 

He even apologises to 'nature's' humble 
flower 

'To spare thee now is past my pow'r 
Thou bonie gem'. 

Robert Burns wrote songs about 'nature' 
as well as poems. Some of the songs are 
'Afton Water' 

'How gently sweet Afton among they green 
braes, 

Cardenden Primary School 

Flow gently I'll sing thee a song in thy 
Praise.' 

Anyone who has read Burns' poetry 
surely cannot but enjoy the many beautiful 
verses of 'Nature pictures'. They can also 
appreciate the width of his interest in 
'Nature'. It covers the four seasons and the 
land from Ayr through the Lowlands to the 
Highlands of Scotland. 

Burns own 'personal nature' comes 
through in his poems and songs, as he was 
always for good fellowship and true 
friendship. The whole world enjoys this 
Burns 'Nature' when they recite or sing the 
words of a 'Mans a' Man for a'that'. 

'Is there for honest poverty that hings his 
head an' a' that, the coward slave, we pass 
himby-
We dare be poor for a'that-

and of course the words of.' Auld Lang 
Syne' carry his sincere feelings for his 
childhood experiences and comradeship 
worldwide to be enjoyed by people of all 
ages and colour. 

He would well know the cold of winter 
because in those days there was no central 
heating or maybe even no fuel for a fire to 
heat the house or for cooking. 

Most of the poem is written in Scots 
language and I had to read it many times to 
understand some of the words but all the 
time I could feel more and more for the 
mouse the same as Robert Burns. 

I feel grateful to him for writing such a. 
poem about a small defenceless animal like 
the 'timrous beastie' as it now helps me to 
think more about the wild creatures in the 
fields which are sadly disappearing due to 
the towns sprawling out bigger and so 
many of the hedges are being cut down and 
many of the poor innocent animals are 
being hunted and killed. 

As you read the poem you feel that you 
were there with the poet and sharing his 
sincere feelings for the mouse. 
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CROOKFURPRIMARY SCHOOL CEILIDH 
In January Mrs. Jessie Scott, Head 
Teacher of Crookfur Primary School, 
Newton Mearns wrote saying that her 
pupils had taken part in the Burns 
Federation Schools Competitions for most 
of the ten years of the school's existence 
and would welcome a visit to their annual 
Ceilidh. The letter was accompanied by a 
personal invitation from the weans at 
Crookfur, couched in guid Scots and in
scribed on a card bearing a colourful 
painting of the great chieftain o' the 
puddin-race. Who could resist such an 
approach. 

Allan Stoddart and I set off on a snowy, 
wintry evening in early February to 
Crookfur, where we received a cordial 
welcome and were introduced to the staff 
and the special guests, Provost Robertson 
of Eastwood and his wife, Mr. I. Mac
pherson, Rector of Eastwood Academy 

and Dr. Archie Campbell, news editor o 
the Clan Campbell. 

We were then treated to a most 
delightful evening of Scottish en
tertainment, all classes in the school being 
represented and the level of performance 
being extremely high and the enthusiasm of 
the children clearly evident in their 
cheerful, smiling faces. The attractive and 
well-balanced programme included 
Scottish readings, choral items, solos, 
instrumental selections, Scottish country 
dancing and for good measure a realistic 
enactment of the Massacre of Glencoe and 
a highly amusing shadowgraph illustration 
of an extract from 'Tam O' Shanter'. Mr. 
Allan Stoddart also took part, his lively 
rendering of the 'The Whistle' and 'The 
Wee Cock Sparrow' drawing a burst of 
spontaneous applause from the children. 
One interesting sidelight here was the 

Pupils of Crookfur Primary School, Newton Mearns, winners of Burns Federation Certificates. 
Photo: Charles Gilbert, Newton Mearns. 
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information gleaned later that a member of 
the staff was a relative of Charles Murray, 
the writer of 'The Whistle'. 

The evening was an outstanding success 
thoroughly enjoyed by parents, teachers 
and guests, and not least by the pupils 
themselves who were in sparkling form and 
gave a most convincing demonstration of 
the fact that the Scots tongue is very much 
alive. 

JAMES GLASS 

'TOA MOUSE' 
Gary McLelland 11 years 
I like the poem 'To a Mouse' because it 
tells you how Robert Burns feels about wee 
animals. He certainly has great sympathy 
for the 'Wee sleekit cowrin tim'rous 
beastie'. 

Today we do not think like this about 
such 'poor beasties'. Perhaps it is because 
we do not go for walks in the fields and 
look at all the little wild 'fellow mortals' as 
Robert Burns calls them. 

Though food was very scarce for 
everybody in Robert Burns' day he says 
with great understanding. 

'I doubt na, whyles, but thou may thieve; 
'What then? poor beastie, thou maun live! 
'A daimen icker in a thrave 
'Sa sma' request? 
I'll get a blessin wi' the lave, 
And never misst.' 

-showing us that he was prepared to allow 
the mouse what little food it fed on from 
the stalk of oats even though he knew he 
needed every grain to feed his own family 
and animals. 

When I read the poem I can picture the 
'November cranreuch cauld' in the fields 
'baith snell and keen'. He feels truly sorry 
for the mouses fate. 

'Now thous turn'd out, for a' thy trouble, 
But house or hald, 
To thole the winter's sleety dribble, 
An cranreuch cauld. 

BREDILAND 
The birthday of Robert Burns is not by

passed in Brediland Primary School. Every 
year the boys and girls of Primary Six 
examine the life and times of Robert Burns, 
the country's most famous poet. 

The lunch was launched with the entry of 
the haggis, tunefully piped in by Gordon 
Brown. The bearers proudly placed the 
haggis in front of the Chairman, David 
Holmes, who skilfully addressed. 

While our country dancers danced 'The 
White Cockade', the meal was being 
served. After an enjoyable meal Andrew 
Thomson stood to present the life and 
times of Robert Burns in his 'Immortal 
Memory'. 

Humorously, Alan Kirkpatrick gave the 
'Toast to the Lasses'. 

ADVENTURE 
Alan claimed all along that the last thing 

he wanted to do was to get married and 
have a mother-in-law! 

Elaine Sellars replied on behalf of the. 
lasses claiming that we really all loved the 
'The Braw Lads of Brediland'. 

'Wee Jock Todd' was' suitably recited 
and performed by 6a. 'Tam O' Shanter' 
that well-known character created by 
Robert Burns, told of his adventure 
through pupils of 6c. 

Another group of children from 6b 
recited the 'Marriage of Robin Redbreast 
and the Wren' which thoroughly amused us 
all. Primary 6d sang, 'The Deils Awa' Wi' 
the Excise Man' which Robert Burns wrote 
as a joke towards himself. 

Another musician from this class was 
Helen Mackay who melodically played her 
accordion. 

Everyone in Primary Six was involved in 
the Burns Lunch whether it be in en
tertaining guests or in performing. All who 
attended enjoyed the event which hopefully 
will be repeated next year. 
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Tom Mcilwraith, President of the Burns Federation, judged the children's verse-speaking competition 
organised by the Rosamond Burns Club at Gretna on 31st March. The photograph shows Mr. and 
Mrs. Mcilwraith with the other judges, Norman Shearer, Mrs. Jean Brooks, Mrs. Win Black, Mrs. 
Gladys Munro and D. Brooks, and the thirteen prize-winners. 

Photo: J. Donabie, Gretna 
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TAM 0' SHANTER 
By Carol-Ann Guthrie aged 12. 

Tam was a man who was always getting 
drunk. Tam enjoyed market days because 
after the market he and his friend Souter 
Johnny went to the pub for a drink. Today 
was a market day. His wife Kate was 
sulking because Tam had left her on her 
own. She had warned Tam that sometime 
he was going to get caught with witches and 
warlocks but all the time Tam just 
shrugged his shoulders and went to the 
market and later to the pub. 

Souter Johnny was telling all his funny 
and queer stories and everybody was 
laughing. Tam was getting on well with the 
landlady and Souter Johnny with the 
landlord. Outside the thunder was roaring 
and the rain pouring down. Meg, Tam's 
horse, was in the stable waiting for Tam. 

Eventually it was time for Tam to ride 
home. He mounted Meg. Meg knew the 
way so she trotted on. On his journey they 
came to Alloway Kirk as usual but this time 

D 

there were lights on. If Tam had been sober 
he would have ridden right on, but he was 
drunk. He looked in the window and saw 
that there was a party . Warlocks and 
witches and the devil playing bagpipes. All 
hags, but there was one beautiful girl 
dancing and he was amazed by this girl. 
She wore a cutty sark which is a short 
vestment. Tam got quite carried away with 
this girl and shouted 'Wee! done Cutty 
Sark' . As soon as he had shouted those 
words all went dark and very quiet. The 
lights went out in th~ Kirk and everybody 
started to chase Tam with Cutty Sark in the 
lead . Tam knew his only hope was to reach 
the keystone of the bridge. Tam made it 
but poor Meg got her tail pulled off. Tam 
went home and told his story to Kate but 
she did not believe him . Next day Tam 
went to see Meg. She only had a stump . So 
it must have really happened. 
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SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS REPORT-
1984 

The rather unhappy tale of school closures and dwindling rolls continues, but despite the 

daunting practical difficulties faced by schools at present an active interest is still 

maintained in the Burns Federation's Schools Competitions, especially in the Primary 

Departments. In certain areas some schools have ceased to participate, but this loss has 

been more than counter-balanced by the addition of schools taking part for the first time 

or returning to the fold. One significant factor here has been changes in the headship of 

schools. I am pleased to report that the number of schools taking part this year is 760, an 

increase of four from the 1983 figure. 
The Federation greatly appreciates the co-operation and the assistance given by Head 

Teachers and Staff in the administration of the competitions, and it is most refreshing to 

learn from the letters received that the level of enthusiasm displayed by pupils and 

teachers is high. One Head Teacher wrote expressing thanks for additional certificates 

sent saying, 'I was taken by surprise at the great response to the Burns Song competition, 

hence the need for extra certificates. We had 150 taking part in the Recitation and 100 in 

the Singing with 20 doing a duet. It was lovely!' Another from Arbroath commented, 

'The Primary 7's particularly enjoyed working for the literature examination.' All sec

tions of the competitions were well supported, although the response from the Secondary 

schools in the Scottish Music section was a trifle disappointing. 
There was a constant flow of correspondence during the year with the seemingly 

inevitable spate of late applications. A telephone call was received at the end of December 

1983 from Mr. George Fraser, President of the Mystic Highland Pipe Band Burns Club of 

Connecticut asking if it would be possible, as a matter of urgency, to supply merit cer

tificates for their competitions. These were duly despatched, and a letter of thanks ac

companied by a copy of the Burns Night Programme was conveyed by hand for delivery in 

Scotland by Captain M. Wright of the U.S. Navy, who was on an official visit to this 

country. There was also a request from Mr. Edward Clinton of Hamilton, Ontario for 

advice on the most effective methods to adopt in setting up a Burns Competition in the 

schools of Hamilton and district. A list of practical suggestions was sent with details of 

relevant publications and one or two books giving the background to the life of Robert 

Burns. These were gratefully acknowledged by Mr. Clinton, who wrote to express thanks 

and outlining the steps and procedures already undertaken to get the project off the 

ground. 

STATISTICS 
Recitation 

95,274 
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Scottish Literature 
(Written) 

Singing Accompanying Scottish 
Music 

13,760 22,538 

Total No. of Competitors: 
No. of Competing Schools: 
No. of Certificates awarded: 

510 

143,205 
760 

12,211 

3,528 

Individual 
Project Work 

7,586 



ART COMPETITION 
The 1984 Art Competition brought quite a healthy response from Primary Schools (647 
entries from 38 schools), but regrettably no entries were received from Secondary schools 
this year. 

'Hallowe'en' and 'A Scene or Incident from Scottish History' were the alternative 
subjects set and the majority of the pupils opted for the latter. The topics chosen covered a 
wide field but the favourite choices included William Wallace, Robert the Bruce, Mary 
Queen of Scots, Bannockburn, the '45 Rebellion, the Massacre of Glencoe, Burke and 
Hare, the Battle of Largs and the Hanging of Captain Porteous, although one enterprising 
pupil sought to bring the historical record up to date by depicting an oil-rig in operation. 
Several striking entries showed an imaginative approach and an effective use of colour. As 
·is customary, the prize-winners received book tokens, and merit certificates were awarded 
to those pupils whose entries reached the appropriate standard. 

Prize-winners 
lst Marion Brockie 
2nd Ian Miller 
3rd Margaret Ann Burnett 
4th Colin Sanaghan 
5th Gary Bradley 
Commended 
Isla Davidson 
Vicky Dewar 
Isobel Diatchenko 
William McCartney 
Mark McKay 

Primary Schools 

Wellbrae Primary School, Forfar 
Park Place Primary School, Dundee 
Lochgelly West Primary School, Lochgelly 
Milton of Balgonie Primary School, Markinch 
St. Anthony's Primary School, Armadale 

Wellbrae Primary School, Forfar 
Ballantrae Primary School, Ballantrae, Girvan 
Denend Primary School, Cardenden 
St. Mary's Primary School, Saltcoats 
Dalrymple Primary School, Stranraer 

The smooth and efficient operation of the Burns Federation's Schools Competitions 
largely depends on the willing co-operation of many people in different spheres, the 
Education Authorities, the Head Teachers and their Staff and not least the printers. The 
Federation Executive greatly appreciates the invaluable assistance given so unreservedly. 

Much useful and rewarding work is performed by many Burns Clubs and Associations 
in their efforts to make the children more fully aware of the richness of their Scottish 
Heritage. Although quite a number take the time and trouble to supply details of the 
programme followed many do not, which is a pity. It would be of great interest and value 
to the Federation to receive information regarding the extent and nature of their in
volvement in this direction. The undernoted are to be thanked for the interesting and 
informative reports submitted: Alamo Burns Club, Paisley, Alloway Burns Club, Ayr 
Burns Club, Allanton Jolly Beggars' Burns Club, Busbiehill Burns Club, Bowhill People's 
Burns Club & Lochgelly Centre, Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association, Gorebridge 
Burns Club, Irvine Lasses' Burns Club, Larkhall Burns Club, Lanarkshire Association of 
Burns Clubs, Southern Counties Burns Association, Symington Burns Club, Stonehouse 
Burns Club. 

In conclusion I should like to record my appreciation of the help and guidance given by 
the President, the Hon. Secretary, the Assistant Hon. Secretary and the members of the 
Schools Competitions Committee. 

JAMES GLASS 
Hon. Secretary, Schools Competitions 
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Grandpa's flying fish 
By G. K. Murray 

Wee Angus was all shining and clean and 
ready for bed as he sat on his Grandpa's 
knee waiting for his bedtime story. 
Grandpa was the rare one for telling ex
citing stories mostly about trains and 
fishing and sometimes about both at the 
same time. You see Grandpa had been the 
driver of real trains once with real steam 
engines that went 'PUFF puff puff puff, 
PUFF puff puff puff' and whistled 
'Wheeee-peeep' and had great clouds of 
smoke and steam come out of the funnels. 

'Will you take me to see a real live steam 
engine some day, Grandpa?' 

'That I will' said Grandpa 'but now for 
my story'. 

'Is it about a big fish this time, Grand
pa'? asked wee Angus. 

'Och well, it's about a special kind of a 
fish ye micht say-a flying fish.' 

'Was it the same as a bird, Grandpa?' 
wee Angus wanted to know. 

'Och ay, like a bird only it had nae 
wings' said his Grandpa. Well, even wee 
Angus knew birds needed wings or they 
would fall and hurt themselves but all be 
could manage to say was 'Ooooooooh ! ' 

Grandpa said there were very fine fish in 
the highland rivers and burns that his trains 
'rittle-rattled' over on the iron bridges. 

'Could you no stop, Grandpa?' 
'Och no, trains are aye in sic a hurry' 

said Grandpa, for of course he didn't dare 
stop a whole train just for that ... but one 
day he had to, and it happened as his train 
was right over a grand river. 

Seeing the fine fish leaping in the water 
Grandpa thought to himself, 'I could drap 
a wee line over the edge of this briggie and 
there would be little harm in that surely for 
we're likely to bide here a while' and so he 
did. Taking a bonnie fly out of his bonnet 
he carefully tied the fly to the end of a long 
line and dropped it over the edge of the 
bridge taking care to tie the other end to his 
engine cab. All of a sudden the train's 
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signal changed to green for go and 
Grandpa had started his engine when he 
minded about the fishing line but it was too 
late to stop so he just sat back and laughed 
and said to himself 'Bang goes my fine line' 

Was that the end of the matter? 'Oh dear 
no' said Grandpa. Two ladies in the train 
were having a nice cup of tea when one of 
them looked out of the window and saw a 
bonnie silver fish floating just outside. The 
lady rubbed here eyes and looked again. It 
was still there racing away to keep up with 
the train. She looked at her friend and her 
friend looked out of the window too and 
they both looked at one another. The first 
lady pulled down the window, put out her 
hand and took in the bonnie wee silver fish. 

Well, you may be sure everybody 
laughed and laughed when they heard it 
was Grandpa's wee flying fish and they all 
thought it was very clever of Grandpa to 
get them a fine fresh fish for their tea. 

'I thought it might be about a great big 
fish Grandpa' said wee Angus at the end of 
the story. 

'Och well, it was a racing fish whatever', 
said Grandpa 'and next time I'll be telling 
you about the great big salmon I catched.' 

'Was it really big, Grandpa? As big as 
this?' and wee Angus held out his arms 
wide. 

'Och aye' said Grandpa. Wee Angus 
jumped down off Grandpa's knee and ran 
from one side of the room to the other. 
'Was it as big as THAT?' he asked ... As 
if magic just as Grandpa opened his mouth 
to tell, Angus's Mammy appeared. 

'Hoots toots, you and your fishy stories. 
It's long past bedtime' she cried chasing 
wee Angus to his bedroom. 

When wee Angus was being tucked up in 
bed he told his Mammy 'I likit Grandpa's 
story about the flying fish fine but it should 
have been a big one'. His Mammy just 
smiled and said the size didn't matter for it 
could fly like the wind as fast as any train 
and Grandpa would get an extra lump of 
sugar in his tea anyway, she said. So wee 
Angus gave his Mammy an extra hug, just 
to make sure she did. 



PRAYER 
(With humble acknowledgements to the late William Fisher) 

By William Graham 

Thou wha art worthy o my love, 
Far aa the scientists may prove, 
Wha frae Thy throne sae high above 
This war! benightit, 
Couldst still gar aa the earth remove, 
Gin Thou felt like it; 

Hear Thou Thy humble servant's prayer, 
And, in the passin, gin I daur 
Whisper a wordie in Thine ear 
Seems oot o turn, 
It's only that I micht the mair 
Thy blessin earn. 

Faur be it frae this modest tool 
0 Thy great micht and sovereign rule 
To speir Thy mind, but whyles I feel, 
In Thy dear Grace, 
Thou'st loved ower blindly and ower wee! 
The human race. 

In fact, in this camsteerie war!, 
There's whyles I wish Thoudst rise and hurl 
The hale clamjamfry into Hell, 
And end it featly, 
Or they usurp Thy power, and tirl 
Thy strength completely. 

Lords o the earth, e'en nou they grope 
Efter the staurs, and winna stop 
Till they've ascendit that faur up
Wi rockets driven-
It's them, no us Thy humble sheep, 
Will land in Heaven. 

O happy days, when shepherds led 
They wayward flocks in seemly dread, 
By caain doun on them that strayed 
Hell and damnation! 
When Deil and Hell in Christian creed 
Still had their station! 

(For whaur's there guid in this dark vale 
0 grief, without attendant ill? 
And whaur's the heaven without its hell 
And legions evil?-
E'en Lord, whaur wadst Thou be Thysel, 
Without the Deevil?) 

Alas! what haivers hae we nou 
Frae ilka pulpit mealy-mou? 
Hell's no a place, and precious few 
E'en mention Heaven; 
As gin there wasna ocht ava 
Left to believe in. 

For bye aa this, there's muckle mair 
To crush Thy chosen people sair; 
But, Lord, I havena time to spare 
To list them aa-
And faith, I wadna fyle Thine ear 
Wi siclike jaw. 

There's lust for wealth, and drucken splore, 
Pause priests and prophets by the score, 
Vile fornicators, as of yore, 
Hastenin earth's doom-
E'en, Lord, Thy very shepherds whore 
Thy Kirk wi' Rome! 

In fact, 0 Lord, hadst Thou no gien 
Thy faithfu promise that Thine ain 
Wad never dee the daith o Sin, 
But ever live-
Were't no for that, I'd be richt fain 
Nae mair to strive. 

Yet in Thy strength steevely I staun, 
My helmet and my buckler on, 
Ready to wrastle dusk to dawn 
Against Thy foes, 
rhat I may earn, the Jang race run, 
ffhy grand applause. 
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BURNS AND THE EXCISE 
J.A.M. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir Geoffrey Howe, opened an exhibition in King's 
Beam House, London on 24th June 1983 to celebrate the tercentenary of the first Board of 
Excise. The Customs side of the department is very much older, and there is evidence of 
duties having been collected in London as early as 742. In that year Ethelbald, King of 
Mercia, allowed the Abbey of Worcester all the dues of two ships. Of course, taxes were 
levied in Britain as far back as Roman times. Excise duties, on the other hand, date only 
from 1643 when Charles I adopted them as a means of raising money without recourse to 
Parliament-and subsequently lost his head for such temerity. His son revived the English 
Excise on 24th June 1683, taking it out of farm (i.e. away from financiers who paid for 
the right to collect and retain taxes). The Excise was now placed under the King's Com
missioners. The Scottish Excise, however, remained in farm until the Act of Union in 
1707. 

The tercentenary exhibition concentrated on some of the famous people who either 
benefited from the Excise or were employed in its service. In the first category there was 
Nell Gwyn. Charles II is alleged to have said, as he drew his last gasp, 'Let not poor Nelly 
starve'. Miss Eleanor Gwyn, Mistress Nell or even 'Our Nell' -as she was habitually 
entered in the Excise books-drew a substantial pension from the office for some years 
after the King's death. Her annual payment was £6,000-contrasting with the average 
exciseman's salary of £50, out of which he had to provide his own horse! 

The Department's strong literary traditions go back to the Middle Ages. Geoffrey 
Chaucer was Controller of the Custom and Subsidy of Wool, Woolf ells and Hides and the 
Petty Customs for the Port of London, and his father and grandfather had both been 
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employed in the Customs service. Elias Ashmole, founder of the Ashmolean museum in 
Oxford, was Controller of Excise for Worcester. Adam Smith, author of The Wealth of 
Nations, and Thomas Paine, once dismissed for falsifying his work records but later 
reinstated, and best remembered as the author of The Rights of Man were both excisemen. 

Not surprisingly, a substantial part of the exhibition was devoted to Robert Burns 
whose portrait looked down on an amazing assembly of documents from his entry into the 
service in 1789 till his death when Jean Armour was awarded an Excise pension-not on 
the same level of munificence as that enjoyed by Nell Gwyn, but Jean continued to draw 
her Excise pension until her death in 1834. Reproduced here, by kind permission of H.M. 
Customs and Excise, is a rum permit .issued by Burns to Thomas Harkness of Mit
chelslack, Dumfries, 13th November 1792. The staff report containing the entry 'The 
Poet, does pretty well' was also on display. 

The Browns of Kirkoswald 
By Valerie Matthews and James Curtis. 

The family of Robert Burns' grandfather 
Gilbert Brown is said to have been 
established in Carrick since the time of 
Bruce, and to have been, like him~ of 
Norman stock. Be that as it may, by the 
time the old Kirkoswald registers opened in 
1694, Browns were well rooted in the 
parish. In the early eighteenth century 
when Gilbert was a boy, there were a round 
dozen of them bringing up families there, 
all interconnected and all farming tenants 
on the huge Kennedy estate of Culzean. 
They are documented in the registers and 
on a group of seven gravestones in the old 
Kirkoswald burial ground. The stone to 
Robert's forbears was restored in 1883 
within a new freestone frame, but its 
surface is now flaking irreparably; however 
this is being seen to once again, according 
to a recent item in the local press. 

The Browns were a numerous brood, 
given to using a few favourite Christian 
names over and over again, which 
sometimes makes it difficult to tell one 
from another as there are gaps in the 
records. Fortunately they were con
centrated in three separate parts of the 
parish-Shanter Bay, Craigen ton and 
South Kirkoswald, and can be conveniently 
studied in these areas. 

ShanterBay 

The earliest Brown here whom we meet in 
the records is William, a tenant of 
Jameston. He was married in 1705 and 
four children were born there from 1707 to 
1715. As no other William appears in the 
records, we can assume that his wife then 
died and it was he who expected a child by 
Agnes Stein in the autumn of 1717. They 
were married in November that year and 
the child was baptised the following 
month, the first of five. Agnes' death in 
17 48 is recorded on a stone in the kirkyard, 
and so is that of William's third son James 
of Riddelston farm in 1780 aged 65. His 
first son Hugh didn't live long and he used 
the name again for his fifth, one of twin 
boys baptised in 1720 who is best 
remembered as the miller of Tam o' 
Shanter. 

James of Ardlochan was probably 
William's brother. He was married in 1708 
and his children were born there between 
1710 and 1716. He and William witnessed 
the baptisms of each other's babies. They 
may have been the sons of Hough, the first 
to register a baptism, for we have seen that 
William used this name for his firstborn, 
probably following the custom of naming 
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the eldest--son after the paternal grand
father. 

Thomas of Turnberry married in 1701 
and had two children before moving via 
Dalquat to Knockgowran in 1718. Here he 
witnessed the marriage of his son William 
in 1735. Contemporary with him was 
Thomas of Drumbeg who moved to 
Jameston in 1711. 

John Brown was also a Turnberry tenant 
and witnessed these three early marriages. 
Before 1710 he moved to Jameston and 
witnessed various baptisms up to 1725. His 
wife seems to have been Margaret Mc
Ninch, 'spus to John Brun', whose death in 
1731 aged 39 is recorded in the kirkyard 
though neither marriage nor children are 
registered in the parish. As Girvan records 
do not begin till 1733 they could have 
married there as other Browns did. 

Craigen ton 
The record of the Bard's branch of the 
Browns begins in 1695 when we are told 
that his great grandfather John Brown 
married Janet McGrean in Girvan. We 
have to accept this on hearsay since it was 
before the Girvan records opened. His 
children were probably born there among 
his wife's folk as none was registered in 
Kirkoswald, though he farmed at 
Craigenton from at least 1706. He died at 
Littleton in 1724 aged 50 and Janet died in 
1738 aged 60. His son Gilbert was born in 
1708 and his other sons are wrongly said to 
have been William, Agnes Stein's husband, 
and John, father of another Gilbert. These 
last two indeed share a stone in the 
kirkyard but come from an allied family in 
South Kirkoswald, and William is too old 
as he ·was first married in 1705. 

Samuel Brown also married a Girvan girl 
and was at Craigenton from his daughter's 
baptism in 1715 till 1721. By 1735 he was at 
Park and the next year at nearby Pound
land where he died in 1756. John and 
Samuel were likely brothers, so Janet was 
John's niece and not his daughter as was 
once thought. 

Thomas Brown is mentioned only once, 
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at his natural daughter's baptism in 1707. 
Samuel witnessed this and Thomas wit
nessed Samuel's marriage after he moved 
to Drumgurloch. 

James, father of Hugh the miller, also 
appears once at Craigenton before he 
settled at Ardlochan, witnessing Thomas of 
Drumbeg's marriage in 1705. This Thomas 
also had Craigenton connections, as John, 
the poet's great grandfather, witnessed his 
two baptisms. 

At neighbouring Balkenna Hough 
Braune (whom we suggested was grand
father to the miller) had his son Edward 
baptised in 1695, probably the last of a 
family born before the register opened; and 
at Balsarroch another John settled around 
1720 before moving to Littleton. 

By 1760 Gilbert of Craigenton, Robert's 
grandfather, had married and buried two 
of his three wives, and his eldest child 
Agnes was at Alloway with her husband 
William Burnes and their baby Robert. 
Gilbert's third wife extended his period of 
fatherhood over forty years, his twelfth 
and last child being born in 1772, two years 
before his death. He had left Craigenton in 
1766 and farmed briefly at Hallowshean, 
Broadshean and Little Kirkland. 

Gilbert's death in 1774 aged 66 is 
recorded, and those of his first two wives: 
Agnes' mother Agnes Renie in 1742 aged 
34 and Margaret Blain in 1751 aged 36. 
Catherine Moat, his third wife, outlived 
him. On the reverse of the stone are its 
erectors 'John and Gilbert Brouns and 
Robert and John and Samuel and Wiiliam 
and John Brouns in Roan and Janet 
Banahtin his spouse.' There are too many 
of each name to identify these though we 
have noticed a John and his son Gilbert. 
All five names were popular throughout 
the Browns' families. However, we know 
that John Brown of Roan married Janet 
Ballan tens in 1750, witnessed by William, 
who was then at Morriston. 

In 1775 young Robert Burns arrived at 
Ballochniel Mill to stay with his uncle 
Samuel, his mother's second brother. His 
grandfather had died the previous autumn 
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KIRKOSWALD PARISH 
SHOWING FARMS WITH .SAOtf/lv' TE.NANTS 

AT SOME. TIME. DUP.INCf THE.. PERIOD 1700-1820 

and Browns were no longer so numerous 
around Shanter Bay and Craigenton. There 
were only two of them producing children 
at this time: Samuel himself and shoemaker 
Robert of Dunnymuck, who was John of 
Drumbain's natural son. Samuel's wife 
was daughter to Robert Niven the miller 
and her one child Janet was then ten years 
old. The Reverend James Muir says this 
child was adopted (though attributed to 

Samuel in the baptismal register, just three 
months after his marriage) and was the 
'wee Jenny' of the poem 'Hallowe'en'. 

Young Robert tells of the 'scenes of 
swaggering riot and roaring dissipation' 
that lowered parish morals from cottars to 
gentry-and not excluding Samuel. But the 
smuggling soon ceased. There was not 
enough employment on the newly enclosed 
farms, reorganised with more land between 
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fewer tenants, to absorb the rapidly in
creasing population. The jobless were 
obliged to search in towns further north, in 
the small coal mines along Girvan Water 
and in Girvan itself, which was fast 
becoming a cotton hand-loom weaving 
centre. 

Agnes' brother Andrew married Jean 
Love of Maybole in 1783 and had three 
children at Park. He then moved to 
Maybole to become landlord of the Red 
Lion Inn, and had four more. Andrew died 
in 1825 aged 80 and Jean died in 1814. 
Samuel died in 1811 and his wife Margaret 
Niven in 1821. Their daughter married a 
Maybole man but was childless. 

The sisters nearest to Agnes in age, Janet 
and Jean, married and moved away. Jean 
emerges briefly from her obscurity to 
shelter her nephew Robert when he was 
threatened with a warrant by James 
Armour to support his expected child by 
Jean Armour. Of her little step-sisters by 
Catherine Moat, Christian was buried six 
months after her baptism and perhaps 
Margaret and Helen also died young. 
Like them, her brothers John, David, 
Hugh and James are known only through 
their entries in the baptismal register. 

South Kirkoswald 
These are around Drumgurloch (now 
Jeanscroft caravan site) and various farms 
by the Lady Burn and are interwoven with 
the other Browns. 

An early John Brown was a tenant of 
Drumbain, and then of Drummuscan, 
from 1702 till at least 1731. His son 
William became a tailor and was also a 
Drumbain tenant till he moved to Curra 
farm.in Girvan parish in 1762, and in due 
course instructed his son John in the trade. 

Thomas Brown, who came to 
Drumgurloch from Craigenton at his 
marriage in 1707, had children there up to 
the twenties. After that his witnessing 
merges indistinguishably with that of 
another Thomas who was born in 1732 to 
John who shares the stone with Gilbert. 

This John was born in 1695 to a Thomas 
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Broun of whom we know no more than his 
name. His baptism is the second earliest 
recorded to a Brown, so Thomas of 
Drumgurloch might well have been his 
elder brother, born before the record began 
as he was of marriageable age by 1707. 
John married Catherine McQuaker in 
Colmonell in 1723 and had four sons. 
Catherine must have died prematurely as 
we find John marrying Isobel McMurtrie 
in 1749, by whom he had Gilbert who died 
in 1786 aged 35. 

Of John's sons by Catherine, John the 
eldest seems to have married a Girvan girl 
in 1763 and worked as a miner before going 
to Curra, where his fourth child Thomas 
was born in 1781. This Thomas, a 
labourer, married Sarah Love and had 
eight children in Girvan between 1809 and 
1824, but only the eldest, another John, 
lived long enough to marry in his turn. This 
was an unfortunate line as five of this 
John's six children also died young. They 
are all on a stone in the kirkyard with the 
deaths of Thomas and Sarah in 1845 and 
1850 and of John and his wife Janet 
Clachar in 1873 and 1889. Janet was buried 
in Edinburgh where perhaps her surviving 
child Thomas lived. It is very moving to 
read this saddest of all the stones in the 
kirkyard. 

Thomas, John's second son, continued 
the Brown's Drumgurloch tenancy into the 
sixties and seventies and William, the third 
son, lived at Drummuscan. Robert, the 
youngest, migrated to Robston farm near 
Girvan. His two wives and numerous 
children are detailed on a stone in the 
burial ground there; one son became a 
banker and 'writer' in Girvan and died in 
Edinburgh. 

The Lady Burn Browns had mostly 
moved by 1800, when there are again only 
two Browns raising families: John, 
working for Kennedy of Dunure at 
Threave, and Henry at Blair. There is only 
one earlier Henry, recorded in 1715 as 
witnessing at Jameston and married in 
1727 with Thomas of Drumgurloch as 
witness. John, however, is remembered as 



a farmer of Birniehill who died in 1845 
aged 81. He lies beside his eldest son John, 
a labourer, who was born at Threave in 
1801 and died in 1847 of delirium tremens 
after some time as a merchant in Glasgow, 
so the register says! On the same stone are 
recorded the deaths of John of Birniehill's 
wife Margaret Haining, his mother Jean 
McKenna and his father the second 
Thomas of Drumgurloch who died in 1802 
aged 81, 'an aged man from South Threave 
who was taken suddenly ill whilst at the 
plough and died the next day.' The stone 
also remembers many of his departed 
kindred interred beside him. It was erected 
by his three sons John, Thomas and 
Robert. 

John of Birniehill had two surviving 
brothers: Thomas who married in 1804 and 
moved inland from Drumgurloch to 
Littleton and then to collier work at 
Threave by 1812, and William, who seems 
to have moved tip the coast to Dowhill and 
Caldwell by 1818. 

James, grandson of tailor William of 
Drumbain, had his first child at Dun
nymuck in 1816. He was then obliged to 
seek work in Girvan at a time when soldiers 
returning from the Napoleonic wars were 
swelling the already much increased 
population, but by 1831 he was back in our 
parish at Drumdow. 

These are almost the last of the Browns 
native to Kirkoswald. Two Brown weavers 
with young families came to the Dun
nymuck area from Girvan in the 1820s. 
They were George and Agnes, and John 
and Elizabeth; as they both called a son 
Samuel, they may well be native, but 
Girvan was full of weavers then from as far 
away as Ireland. 

The Browns in all our three areas had 
expanded in the eighteenth century, being 
at their most productive in the 1750s when 
they registered twenty eight baptisms. By 
that time there were among the farmers one 
shoemaker, Robert of Dunnymuck, and 
three tailors: William of Drumbain, John 
of Douglaston and Thomas, second son of 
Thomas of Jameston. As we have seen, 

they then contracted, not because they were 
going aginst the general rise in the birth 
rate but because they were leaving the 
parish. By the nineteenth century they had 
dwindled even further. 

In the 1841 census, the first to give 
names, there are three young and two old 
Browns left in the parish and they all come 
from those earlier South Kirkoswald 
tenants, John of Drumbain and John of 
Drumgurloch with his first wife Catherine 
McQuaker. the descendants of Gilbert of 
Craigenton had long since moved away to 
Maybole and parts further north. 

James, son of James of Dunnymuck, is a 
labourer at Culzean home farm. He later 
became a grieve. His brothers have gone 
but a niece is working at Culzean Mill. 

John of BirniehfiJ with his wife and 
eldest son John is at East Balvaird while his 
brother Thomas is in Kirkoswald village. 
Thomas, like his father, is still working on 
the land in his old age; his eldest son 
James, a house carpenter, lives across the 
way with his wife, the second son Thomas 
is at Hogston with his wife and family, and 
one daughter is at Drumdow. 

Over the Girvan border at Curra is John 
of Birniehill's unfortunate son Thomas 
with his wife Sarah. Their daughter Mary 
still survives and their remaining son John, 
with wife and baby, is there too. 

By the 1851 census all the male Browns 
have gone. John of Birniehill's eldest child 
Jean lives in the village with her husband 
Peter McGarvie, a woollen handloom 
weaver, and their children. She is the last of 
our Browns in Kirkoswald. 

Note: a transcript of Brown entries from 
Kirkoswald OPR 601/1 and 601/2 
is lodged at the William Coull 
Anderson Library of Genealogy at 
Arbroath. Family descents teased 
out from it may not be accurate in 
every detail but give the general 
picture above. Most farm names 
have been exactly identified on the 
modem map except for four: 
Poundland has been absorbed into 
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Glenhead farm and so is 
somewhere near Craigen ton; 
Kirkland was just north of 
Kirkoswald village; Balsarroch was 
presumably by the Balsarrock Burn 
and Drumm us can by the 
Drumusking Burn rather than 
identical with modern Drummuck 
on the parallel Lady Burn. In
formation on these would be 
welcome. 

Mrs. Matthews, Achnahannait, Taynuilt, 
Argyll would welcome contact with any 
other surviving Kirkoswald Browns. 

Pause Lover 

Green the girse 
And reid the tree 

Fan first my Juve 
Was kind tae me. 

Green the girse 
Anaith her heid, 

Abune us baith 
The rowan reid. 

But Jang afore 
The simmer daen 

Anither mate 
My Juve had taen. 

Owaetaehim 
Fa e'er he be 

That wiled my lass 
Awafaeme. 

Gin I maun thole 
This dule and wae 

Nae ither chiel 
My Juve sail hae. 

Black the girse 
And black the tree: 

And black the thocht 
That dwells in me. 
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Our Honoured Guest 
by Archie McArthur 

George Anderson is a name which is highly 
esteemed in Glasgow, in Scotland and more 
recently, throughout the world of men and 
women who admire the works of Robert 
Burns. It is natural that those of us who are 
members of his Mother Club should feel 
very proud of his successes in all the tasks 
he has undertaken and perhaps most of all, 
in the confidence of the members of the 
Burns Federation, shown by his being 
elected as their President. 

Our members, being conscious of the 
great honour bestowed on George, and 
indirectly on them, decided to mark the 
occasion by holding a Dinner in the Central 
Hotel, Glasgow, where George was our 
honoured guest. I was greatly honoured 
when members of my Club invited me to 
propose a tribute to George, on this 
auspicious occasion, a task which I un
dertook with a great deal of personal 
pleasure, as I had known George for most 
of his life in the Burns movement. It was 
therefore easy for me to relate the many 
varied aspects of his career, his days in the 
Boy's Brigade and Church activities, his 
membership of the Masonic order, which 
led to his joining Glasgow Masonic Burns 
Club, his various activities in our own and 
other Clubs, his work and dedication for 
the Glasgow and District Burns 
Association and the Jean Armour Burns 
Houses and his personality which im
pressed so many members of the Burns 
Federation, which led to his election as 
President. 

It was a great honour for me to read a 
letter from the Grand Master Mason of 
Scotland, bearing greetings and 
congratulations to George, and restating 
their continued support of the work of the 
Federation; to read a letter from that 
Grand Lady of the Federation, Jane 
Burgoyne, offering George her 
congratulations and wishing him well. Not 
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Maureen Anderson accepting a handsome basket of flowers, while husband George and Abe Train , 
both Past Presidents of the Federation, look on . 

only did Annan Ladies Burns Club send a 
letter but two of their members made the 
journey to Glasgow, to be with George on 
that memorable evening. 

Our top table had a distinguished look 
about it. Federation Secretary Bill An
derson was there, as was President of the 
Glasgow and District Burns Association, 
Douglas Burgess, Abe Train, much 
respected Past President of the Federation 
and Joe Keegan, President of Cum
bernauld and District Burns Club, each of 
whom paid tribute to George and en
tertained all who heard their speeches. 

Director of Ceremonies for the evening 
was Past President Charlie McCall, who 
had the pleasure of introducing our ar
tistes, Sheena Bruce, Fiona and Donald 
Mathieson and Donald McLeod. These 
singers gave us a real feast of song, ac
companied by our Director of Music, past 
President, Frank McAdam. Chairman for 

the evening was our President, Jim 
Darroch, who congratulated George on 
attaining the high office of President of the 
Federation, saying how proud members of 
the Club were to have one of their members 
in such an honoured position and asked 
George to accept an inscribed silver salver 
on behalf of the Club. 

It was an emotional George Anderson 
who rose to reply to our President and to 
thank all who had made this night possible, 
to express his thanks to his wife and 
family, to his own and kindred Clubs, all 
of whom, in different ways, have so en
couraged him throughout the years, since 
he became a member of Glasgow Masonic 
Burns Club, in October 1960. As the 
evening came to a happy conclusion, our 
Junior Vice-President, Bill Shannon, 
proposed a vote of thanks to all who 
contributed to the success of the en
tertainment. 
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Frank McAdam-Citizen of the Year 
by David McGregor 

'Citizen of the Year'. That is the honour 
the new town of Cumbernauld conferred 
on dedicated Burnsian, Frank McAdam, in 
1983. Frank's reaction to the news was 
typical of the man: 'I feel very humble and 
honoured', was his comment. 

Frank was blessed with a father who 

quoted Burns frequently ... and a mother 
who matched this by quoting the Bible. 
Attending Quarrybrae School in Glasgow's 
East End, Frank had as a headmaster, one 
Mr. J. Thomson, a member of Bridgeton 
Burns Club, renowned for its annual 
School Competitions. The young 

Frank McAdam with Provost Bill Taylor of Cumbernauld. 
Photo: Cumbernau/d & Ki/syth Chronicle 
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MacAdam was enter~d for both recitation 
and singing but never won a prize. In spite 
of these early 'failings', a Burnsian was in 
the making. 

When Frank and his family moved to 
Milton, in Glasgow, his life with Burns 
really began to take shape. He met two 
men, Fred Jordan and the Rev. John M. 
Stewart, who set him on course for work in 
the world of Burns Clubs. Through them, 
he became a member of Torrance Masonic 
and Social Burns Club. A few years later, 
again with the promptings of Fred Jordan 
and George Anderson, Frank joined 
Glasgow Masonic Burns Club. Members of 
both Clubs easily recognised Frank's value 
to each Club and in time, he became 
President of each Club. In later years, 
assisted by George Anderson, Frank was 
the founding President of Milton Com
munity Centre Burns Club. 

Moving to Cumbernauld, Frank wasted 
no time in becoming a member of the local 
Burns Club, while maintaining his con
nection with his other Clubs. When the 
Club decided to move into the world of 
School Competitions, Frank volunteered to 
be the all important personal contact with 
the no fewer thirty-two schools in the area; 
and he visited each school, several times! 
The first Competition was a huge success 
and all agreed that this was largely due to 
Frank's tireless efforts. 

If you add to all this, Masonic and 
Church commitments, you'll regard Frank 
as a busy man. When you learn that his late 
wife Cathy's health was a cause for concern 
for many years, you may feel that here is a 
man who had little time to be concerned 
with the problems of other people. You 
would be wrong, if you did think that way. 
For many years, he organised Burns 
Suppers and other social events for the 
Glasgow North Branch of the British 
Rheumatic and Arthritic Association. For 
his work, he was made a Hon. Member. 
Now, in Cumbernauld, he is in charge of 
the bussing of members of the local A.I.D. 
Group, conveying aged and disabled to any 
of their outside requirements. The Group 

have a caravan at Port Seaton, specially 
designed to meet the needs of the disabled 
and their families, when holidays come 
around. Perhaps it is only correct to record 
that Frank found time to work for forty
four years, as a baker in Lewis's bakery. 

When Milton Community Centre Burns 
Club was founded, Frank asked George 
Anderson to submit quotations from 
Burns, suitable for a Club motto. The 
choice he made was the single line; 'Each 
aid the others'. With his continuing service 
to others, Frank brings much credit to the 
Federation. We in turn, offer him our 
warmest congratulations, for an honour 
well deserved. 

Tae a Fish Supper 
By John Smith 
Every year for the past three years I have 
attended a Burns Dinner at the Church of 
Scotland Homes for the Elderly in Alloa. 
The meal has always been the same-a fish 
supper-so this year I decided that as there 
was no haggis I would write an address to a 
fish supper. Here it is, with apologies for 
the poetic licence taken with Robert Burns. 

Fair Fayer sonsie haddock or plaice, 
Great chieftain o the battered race; 
Wi vinegar laced an' chips an' peas, 
A sicht tae rnak ye weak at knees. 

Wi plastic knife I stab ye braw 
An' then staun back an' stare in awe. 
Wi a smell like you it is nae wonder 
My belly rumbles, lood as thunder. 

Is there that ower his haggis an' neeps 
Or ower his Irish stew he peeps 
Wi envious glances at my plate, 
Wishin it was you he'd ate? 

A dish like you I hae each day 
As lang's yer din the Itie way, 
Wrapped in the Daily Record ye lie, 
A finer feed ye'll never spy'. 

0 Lord, forget yer breed an' jam, 
Or great big pieces wi lumps o spam. 
Tae let me ken I wilna suffer-
Jist gie me a big fish supper! 
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From Nancy to Selinde 
By Diana van Dyk1 

In 1834 Gerrit van de Linde, a young, 
handsome Dutch student of theology and 
promising poet, fled to England. He had 
very good reasons for doing so: creditors 
demanded money; a daughter of a 
musician bore his child and there were 
profound rumours that he had an affair 
with the wife of professor Van der Boon 
Mesch, a respected man at the University 
of Leyden. It is not surprising that Van de 
Linde's official fiancee wept a few tears 
when she discovered that Gerrit was not as 
virtuous as she had thought.2 

There remained nothing more for him to 
do than to leave Holland and start a new 
life. He arrived in London, broke and 
disillusioned. It took over a year before this 
situation changed. In 1835 he got the 
opportunity of taking over a boarding 
school in Islington, near London. He still 
had contact with Holland and 
corresponded with Jacob ven Lennep, a 
famous Dutch author, who was one of his 
best friends. It is in these letters to Van 
Lennep that Van De Linde mentions the 
name Burns.3 On the 5th March 1835 he 
writes: 'Besides, the school is a middle class 
school of the second class, yet very 
respectable, and among the boarders is 
(mirabile dictu) the grandson of your 
friend Burns whom I hope to teach so 
much Dutch he can decipher your tran
statioh. •4-A month later he writes: 'This 
morning I counted 61 boys in the school, I 
now have 11 boarders, including one for 
Gods will and a grandson of your Burns. •s 

Gerrit van de Linde (also called The 
Schoolmaster6) refers in all likelihood to 
translations that appeared in the Ver
zamelingen van Uitheemsche Vernuften, 
1833. This collection opens with a con
tribution by J. van Lennep called: 
Proevenuit de werken van R. Burns, 
preceded by an account of his works. 
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Van Lennep published 14 songs, an 
epigram and a long poem in this volume. 
He uses the first lines of Burns' poems as 
the title for his translations :7 1. Behind you 
(sic) hills where Lugar flows; 2. Adown 
winding Nith I did wander; 3. Again 
rejoicing nature sees; 4. Anna, thy charms 
my bosom fire; 5. Blithe (sic) hae I been on 
you (sic) hill; 6. Craigieburn Wood; 7. Ae 
fond kiss and then we sever; 8. Gloomy 
December; 9. Behold the hour the boat 
arrive; 10. 0 how can I be blithe (sic) and 
glad; 11. Scots, wha have with Wallace 
bled; 12. No title (Burns' title: Here's a 
bottle and an honest man); 13. The Auld 
Man (Burns' title: the Auld Man's winter 
thought); 14. Husband, husband cease 
your strife; 15. Nobody (Burns' title: I hae 
a wife of my ain); 16. De Saturdag-Avond 
in de hut (Burns' title: The Cottar's 
Saturday-Night). 

In all probability Van Lennep was the 
first in Holland to translate Burns' poetry. 
This is not so surprising since he was also 
one of the first who introduced Scott and 
Byron to the Dutch audience.8 In these 
days in the Netherlands Van Lennep's 
translations were received very well, 
although some critics, like E. J. Potgieter9, 
were of the opinion that Van Lennep had 
changed the Scottish scenery too 
drastically. However Van Lennep stated in 
his introduction to the poems that a 
translation must be adjusted to the Dutch 
situation and that names and places ought 
to be changed so that they become 
recognisable for the readers. 

In the poem 'Behind you hills where 
Lugar flows' it is obvious what Van 
Lennep means (although he's not aware of 
the meaning of the word 'yon'). Here he 
changes the name Nanie into Selinde, 
which is in fact not a typically Dutch name 
and probably chosen for purposes of 



rhyme only: Selinde, hinde, beminde. A 
hinde (a hind) is a well-known metaphor 
for 'a charming, sweet an' young' girl, who 
he would like to call his beminde (loved 
one). Van Lennep uses the first line of 
Burns' poem as a sort of title so that the 
Dutch would be able to find the original 
song. Then he writes two new lines (in the 
first new line he omits the typical Scottish 
characteristics like 'Lugar' 'mosses' and 
'moors', in the second he has to use a word 
that rhymes with Selinde, in this case linde 
(linden), 

'Behind yon tiills where Lugar flows, 
Mang moors an' mosses many, 0, 

The wintry sim the day has clos'd, 
And I'll awa to Nanle, O.' 

Behind you hills where Lugar flows, 
'De schaduw dekt der heµv'len krnin, 

En zelfs den tgp der linde: 
De wintenon dook aeliter 't du in, 

En ik gll. nMr Selin<.!e,' 
J. van Lennep 

In Engli$h Van Li:nnep's trnnslation 
would mean something like; 

'The §ha\iow i:ovi:rs the hill'.s crown, 
And even the top of the lindl!n: 

The wintry sun dived !Jt:hind the dyne, 
And I g9 to Selinde.' 

In the poem 'Ad own winding Nith I did 
wander', Van Lennep ehang.es ·the Scottish 
seenery too, He translates the first two lines 
as follows: 

'Adown wifl.ding Nith lqjd w<.'lnder, 
To mark the iweet fl()wers as they .spring;' 

R, Burns 

A down winding Nith I did wqnder 
'P.a11r ginds, waar de statige Rijnstroom 

Langs akks:rs en w~i1<1nQGn vliet! 
·· J, van LenneP 

In English his translation wm.M meiln: 
'Over there, where the st;itely 

Rhine stream -
Flows alon.g fields and meaqows,' 

The Nith is a ~ma!! river whkh ean h;:irdly 
be compared to the Rhine. Van Lennep 
coulcJ easily have use-cl more suitable D1Heh 
rivers lil<e the Lin.ge or the VechL 
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Ven Lennep does not only change names 
and places or even one or two lines, 
sometimes he omits entire verseg. In the 
'Cottar's Saturday Night' the verses one, 
nine, ten, thirteen, seventeen, nineteen, 
twenty and twenty.one are omitted. These 
are exactly the verses where the poet directs 
himself to the reader and moralises and 
philosophise$, Van Lennep was probably 
of the opinion that these aspects would not 
interest the Dutch reader. 

When we take a close look at all these 16 
translations by Van Lennep we can 
distinguish two main groups. The first 
group consists of translations that keep 
close to the original,-sometimes a name 
has been changed but on the whole the 
translation i~ fairly literal=this counts for 
form (metre, rhyme etc) as wi:ill as content. 
The poems that belonB to this group l!f.e: 
'Gloomy O!:!cember', 'Behold the Hour, 
the boat arrive', 'Scots, wha hae wi' 
Wallace bled'. As an illustration l'!I give 
the fint verse of 'Behold the hour, the boat 
arrive'. 

'Behold the hour, the boat arrive; 
Them goest, thol! (l;uling of my lie;m; 

S<::vered from thee, can I survive, 
Bµt Fil-!!! lm.s willed-and we must P!trl 

J'll onen greet this surging swell, 
Yon distant lsli; wjll oft~n '111il; 

E'efl h\!n:, J to9lc the last farewell; 
'There, .latii.st miirl<ed Im viu~ished .sail.' 

Behold the how, the boat wrivf!. 
'Pe bgot genal!-kt: liet iwr is daar: 

G.eliefde iielsvri,em!in, gij g;iat: 
En v11lt lwt .scheide.n bitter ;zwirnr, 

Het Jot wil i:lat ge mij verlaat, 
'k Z.al v.aal< dit peverzand betr.een. 

En treµrjg uiiiien mw den vl9ed, 
Hier heeft ie voor mij 't laatst gegrnet; 

Ginds W.<ts het dat haar schip Verdween.' 
The second group consi,sts of translations 
tlrnt have been adapted tp tb~ poets own 
Idea~, 'The Cott!ir's Saturdll.y Night' and 
1the Auld Man'§ wi.nter thought' ar~ good 
examples of this .s~ond group, In this last 
voem both form an(! content trnve b.een 
'han~ed~ 
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The au/d man's winter thought 
'But lately seen in gladsome green 

The woods rejoiced the day, 
Thro' gentle showers the laughing flowers 

In double pride were gay: 
But now our joys are fled

On winter blasts awa! 
Yet maiden May, in rich array, 

Again shall bring them a'.-' 

The Auld Man 
Toen veld en bosch 
In zomerdosch 

Bevallig was getooid, 
W<1s berg en dal 
Met puik en tal 
Van bloemen overstrooid.

En bloem en loof en kruid 
Viel's winters kofi ten buit 
Dan Mei keert weer 

Wijl, als weleer, 
Natuur haar schat ontsluit.' 

(first verse) 

(first verse) 

Both Burns and Van Lennep describe 
sceneries of nature, but Van Lennep uses 
other metaphors. Furthermore Van 
Lennep's poem consists of three more Jines 
than Burns'. 

Van de Linde admires Van Lennep's 
knowledge of Scottish words. On the 5th 
March 1836 he writes to Van Lennep: 'I 
was nevertheless amazed, and informed 
DukesIO of my amazement, how well you 
succeeded in your translation of Burns. 
Dukes assured me that if he had not studied 
in Glasgow he would not have been able to 
understand the poet fairly. I hardly un
derstood two Jines out of ten. Afterward I 
however saw that there was a small 
vocabulary at the end of the edition.' I !Van 
Lennep's knowledge of Scottish words is 
illustrated best with his translation of the 
eleventh verse of the 'Cottar's Saturday 
Night'. There he gives the exact translation 
of words like 'hallan' (a partition wall in a 
cottage); 'kebbuck' (cheese) and 
'towmond' (a year). Van Lennep seems to 
have seen the glossary earlier than Van de 
Linde did. 

Van Lennep may have been the first who 
published translations of poem and songs 
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by Burns. His name, however, was men
tioned years before by the Dutch grain
dealer and extemporiser Willem de Clercq, 
who had a great knowledge of literature. In 
1821 he wrote a treatise called We/ken 
invloed heeft vreemde letterkunde, in
zonderheid de Italiaansche, Spaansche, 
Fransche en Duitsche gehad op de Neder
Tall en letterkunde, sints het begin der 
vijftiende eeuw tot op onzen dagen? This 
treatise, which was awarded a prize in 
1822, deals with the influence of foreign 
literature on the Dutch language and 
literature, from the 15th till the 19th 
century. De Clercq mentions in a footnote 
on p. 271 the name Burns when he 
discusses the Dutch peasant-poet H. K. 
Poot: 'Nowadays Scotland takes pride in 
his (sic) famous poet Robert Burns, whose 
poems were written in the Scottish ver
nacular and which have became amazingly 
popular.'12 

It seems that De Clercq never read any of 
Burns' poems, for in his note-book of the 
year 1828 Aantekeningen van boeken in dat 
jaar gelezen (Notes of books I read in that 
year)13, nr. 14 Litterature Anglaise we 
read: ( ... ) 'II y a d'interessants detail sur 
cet auteur le Poet de l'Ecosse, mais c'est 
beaucoup plus nature! au Poot et ii y a 
beaucoup plus de vers qu'on peut traduire 
dans un autre langue sans qu'elles perdent 
extremement leur merits. II faut quand je 
m'y sentirai poete que je lise Burns. Je n'ai 
pas eu encore le courage de l'entamer 
aussie pur que Beattie et Cowper.' In all 
probability De Clercq was the first to 
compare Poot with Burns. Like Burns, 
Hubert Korneliszoon Poot (1689-1733) was 
a farmer's son, who left farming, went to 
town where he indulged in women and 
drink, returned to his plough and died 
young. Although he wrote nature-poems 
( Gedichten, 1722), most of his poetry is 
different from that of Burns. Poot wrote 
many poems in the classicial-Petrarchian 
tradition under the influence of French 
Classicism, whereas Burns poetry is a 
direct expression of personal experiences 
and has preromantic features. In spite of 



the differences in life and work, many 
literati in the nineteenth and even twentieth 
centuries treat both poets together.14 In 
nearly all cases Burns was regarded the 
better of the two. 

After this digression about the reception 
of Burns in Holland we return to the 
translations. Van Lennep was not the only 
poet who published translations; various 
Dutch poets did the same in almanacs, 
magazines and poetry-books.15 'In 1834 H. 
Tollens, the most well-known national poet 
of his days, famous for his poem De 
Overwintering der Hollanders op Nova 
Zembla in de jaren 1596 en 1597 (1819), 
published a Dutch version of 'Here awa 
and there awa' in the Muzenalmanak. In 
1835 we find an adaptation of 'Lament for 
James, Earl of Glencairn' by J. J. L. Ten 
Kate, a reverend-poet who wrote a great 
deal of 'translations' of British, French and 
German poets, in the Algemeen Let
terlievend Maandschrift and in 1836 E. J. 
Potgieter, author, poet and critic/founder 
of the most important literary magazine De 
Gids, translated 'John Anderson, My Jo' 
in Het Noorden, in Omtrekken en 
taf ereelen. Soon other minor poets 
followed.16 

Not all translations are of a very high 
standard: Ten Kate, for instance, alters so 
much that it is sometimes difficult to detect 
to which poem he refers. A good example is 
the poem 'Hare Oogen' (in English 'Her 
Eyes'), published in his poetry book 
Gedichten in 1836. With the help of the 
Concordance to the work of Burns,17-I 
looked under the word eyes-, I discovered 
that Ten Kate had adapted the poem 'The 
blue-eyed Lassie'. 

The blue-eyed Lassie 
I gaed a waefu' gate yestreen 

A gate, I fear, I'll dearly rue; 
I gat my death frae twa sweet een, 

Twa lovely e'en o' bonie blue. 
'T was not her golden ringlets bright, 

Her lips like roses wat wi' dew, 
Her heaving bosom, lily white, 

It was her een sae bonie bi ue.' 
(first verse) 

HareOogen 
'Uit twee zieldoorgloeiende oogen, 

Blaauwer dan de hemeltin, 
Is de dartle telg der Min 

My ten boezem ingevlogen, 
En met onbesefbre smart 
Vlijmt zijn pijltjen mij door 't hart.' 

Ten Kate uses a completely different 
metaphor from Burns: in his adaptation he 
alludes to Cupid, who pains him with his 
arrows. The only literal correspondence 
between these verses can be found in the 
two blue eyes (twee oogen blaauwer = two 
eyes bluer than). 

,Nowadays were are generally of the 
opinion that a poet should translate as 
literally as possible and that he should also 
try to convey the spirit of the poem in his 
translation. At the beginning of the 
nineteenth century the influential Dutch 
author, poet, historian and connoisseur of 
many languages (when he lived in London 
he was called 'The living Encyclopedia') 
Willem Bilderdijk had other ideas about 
translations.JS A translation had to be 
enjoyable and readable and the poet had 
many liberties in changing the original 
work to his own time and culture. He could 
add and omit lines if he wished and he 
could change images, metaphors and style 
features. Bilderdijk spoke in that case of 
adaptations; translations were in his eyes 
mere technical skills, helpful for the 
inexperienced poet.19 Ten Kate is a good 
example of someone who adapts the 
orginal to his own idea. Potgieter, on the 
contrary, criticises adaptations and tries to 
translate as accurately as possible. Both 
Bilderdijk and Potgieter agreed however 
that nothing could surpass the original. 

It is amazing that The New Cambridge 
Bibliography of English Literature20 does 
not give any Dutch translations of Burns' 
poems. They do mention the translation of 
'The Cottar's Saturday-Night' but date and 
auth0r are unknown. I found 34 tran
slations in the period 1820-1850, the 
second Romantic revival in Holland. Of all 
the translations Van Lennep's contribution 
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is far out the greatest'. Although the in
fluence of Burns on Dutch authors is not as 
strong as that of Scott and Byron,21 it is 
obvious that Romantic poets felt drawn to 
Burns. 

Burns, as a Scot, a countryman, 'a 
heaven-taught ploughman' was a God
given example to these Dutch writers who 
were looking for poetry that corresponded 
with emotions, nature and history. Fur
thermore Scotland was no longer a far
away, unknown country. The Songs of 
Ossian by Macpherson, had been tran
slated by Bilderdijk, who maintained that 
he made his translations from the original 
Celtic text. In 1827 Sir Walter Scott had 
already been mentioned by D. J. van 
Lennep, the father of J. Van Lennep, in his 
treatise Het belangrijke van Hollands 
grond voor gevoel en verbeelding. His 
historical novels were very popular and 
therefore translated and imitated. There 
was a romantic interest in· Scotland, the 
great barren, impressive Highlands at
tracted these Dutch literati. It is therefore 
not surprising that the peasant-poet Burns 
was received enthusiastically in Holland. 

The above-mentioned bibliography gives 
a detailed list of all the countries where 
work of Burns has been translated. One of 
the countries is Flanders, the Dutch
speaking part of Belgium, where tran
slations appeared at the end of the 
nineteenth century.22 A really voluminous 
collection is De Schoonste liederen van R. 
Burns (the most beautiful songs by R. 
Burns) 1862, translated by F. de Cort and 
consisting of 50 songs. Other Flemish 
poets who incidentally translated work of 
Burns are K. L Ledeganck and Pol de 
Mont23, and minor poets like F. de Cort. 
The best-known Flemish poet of the 
nineteenth century, the religious nature
poet Guido Gazelle (1830-1899) had a 
different relationship with Burns. 
Although he did not translate any of his 
poems, he seems to have been strongly 
influenced by his technique of verse
making.24 

Burns was not only popular in the 
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nineteenth century; some poems were 
translated very recently by Ernst van 
Altena, a famous translator. He published 
three poems, including Tam 0' Shanter in 
Van Apollinaire tot Wedekind, 1981, the 
best evidence that Burns is not forgotten in 
Holland. 

NOTES 

I. This article is based on my thesis 'Robert 
Burns and the Dutch literature', a study of 
the translations between 1820 and 1850 in 
Holland. 

2. See for precise details of Van de Linde's life 
in Leyden: Schandaal in Leiden by M. 
Mathijsen, H. Eyssens, D. Welsink, Thespa 
Amsterdamse Smaldelen 8, 1976. 

3. See: Waarde van Lennep, brieven van de 
Schoolmeester, toegelicht door M. 
Mathijsen, Amsterdam, 1977. 

4. For the benefit of the British reader I tran
slated the Jetter into English. The Dutch text 
is: 'De school is bovendien een burgerschool 
van de tweede classe doch zeer respektabel, 
en onder de kostkinderen behoort (mirabile 
dictu) de kleinzoon van uw vriend Burns di en 
ik zoveel hollandsch hoop te leeren om uw 
vertalingen te kunnen ontcijferen.' 
With thanks to Mrs. Mathijsen for letting me 
see this unpublished letter of the 
Schoolmaster. 

5. In Dutch: 'Dezen morgen telde ik 61 jongens 
in de school, ik heb thans 11 boarders, 
waaronder een om Godswill en een kleinzoon 
van uwen Burns.' 

6. He is known best for his poems published in 
Gedichten van den Schoolmeester by J. van 
Lennep, Amsterdam, 1859. Within three 
months this first edition was sold out. 

7. Sometimes he translates the title and 
sometimes he makes up his own title. 

8. Van Lennep was the first in Holland who 
translated the narrative poems of Scott. His 
father D. J. van Lennep drew the attention to 
Scott's historical novels. I. da Costa and 
Vrouwe Bilderdijk were the first in Holland 
who translated Byron (around 1820). Van 
Lennep followed quite soon. 

9. Potgieter wrote a review of Van Lennep's 
translations in De Vriend des Vaderlands of 
1833. 

10. Dukes is one of the schoolmasters at his 
school. 



11. In Dutch ( ... ) 'Ik heb nochtans verwondert 
(sic) en Dukes mijn verwondering 
medegedeeld, hoe gij zoo we! zijt geslaagd in 
uw vertaling van Burns. Dukes verzekerde 
mij dat indien hij niet drie jaren te Glasgow 
had gestudeerd hij buiten staat zou zijn den 
dichter fairly te verstaan. Ik verstond 
nauwelijks twee regels van de tien. 
Naderhand zag ik echter dat een little 
vocabulary aan het einde der editie was 
geplaatst.' 

12. See about the poet Poot: Hubert Kor
ne/iszoon Poot by C. M. Geerars, Assen, 
1954. See about Willem de Clercq: Willem de 
Clercq en de literatuur by M. H. 
Schenkeveld, Groningen, 1962. 

13. Willem de Clercq wrote· in French, but he 
made many mistakes. M. Mathijsen helped 
me to decipher his handwriting. 

14. J. Bowring in his lets over de Hol/andsche 
taal-en letterkunde, Leeuwarden, 1829. J. 
A. Russel in his Dutch Poetry and English, 
Amsterdam, 1939. G. Kalff in his 
Geschiedenis der Nederlandse letterkunde, 
Groningen, 1912, fifth volume. 

15. l found quite a few translations in almanacs 
(especially students almanacs). 

16. M. H. De Graaff with the translation of 
'Afton water' in the Almanak voor 
Hollandsche blijgeestigen, 1836. S. J. van 
den Bergh translated 'My Nanie's awa' in the 
Algemeen letterlievend Maandschrijt, 1837. 
T. Raven translated 'John Barleycorn' in the 
Groninger Volksalamanak, 1848. · J. Chr. 
Gewin translated 'Lord Gregory' in the 
Algemeen Letterlievend Maandschrift, 1849 
and 'Lament for Mary Queen of Scots on the 
Approach of Spring' in the same magazine of 
1850. 

17. Complete word and phrase Concordance to 
the poems and songs of Robert Burns, ed. by 
J. B. Ried, Kerr and Richardson, 1889. 

18. See 'Bilderdijk over het vertalan' by P. de 
Jong in the Nieuwe Taalgids, 1976, p. 508-
517. 

19. See 'Bilderdijk and Chaucer' by N. E. 
Osselton in Ten studies in Anglo-Dutch 
relations, Leiden 1974, p. 237. 

20. The New Cambridge Bibliography of English 
literature ed. by G. Watson, Cambridge 
1971, p. 1997-2000. 

21. See for the influence of Scott and Byron on 
Dutch authors the following dissertations: 
Byron en het Byronisme in de Neder!andse 
letterkunde by T. Popma, Amsterdam 1929; 
Het Byronianisme in Nederland by U. 

Schults, Utrecht 1929 and Scott and his 
influence on Dutch literature by H. Vissink, 
Zwolle 1922. 

22. See article in prep. 'Robert Burns and 
Flemish literature' by D. Van Dijk. 

23. K. L. Ledeganck translated 'Contented wi' 
little, and cantie wi' mair' in his Dichtwerken 
of 1883. Pol de Mont translated 'The Cottar's 
Saturday Night' (Zaterdagavond op het land) 
in 1888. 

24. See: Het Westvlaamsch van Guido Gazelle by 
R. van Sint-Jan, Antwerpen, 1931, p. 103. 

The Moosie's Reply Tae Rabbie 
I oft hae dodged the muckle feet o' horse and 

kye and grazin' sheep, 
But here I kent was nae escape, advancin' yoke 

wa'd be my fate. 
I sqeeked wi' terror, louped wi' fricht as 

poundin' Clydesdales heaved in sicht, 
In time tae see wi' sinkin he'rt my wee bit hoosie 

torn apairt. 

Oh Rabbie, I'll accept your plea, snae oft the 
wey 'tween men and me 

Apologies sae humbly given when tae the wind 
my hoose was driven. 

As ye admit I've got tae eat, whit little choice 
have I 0' meat 

But leaf o' kale, or blade o' gress, or heid o' 
corn in times o' stress. 

I quite admit ye didna ken, and little thocht like 
ithermen 

That ither livin' things on earth could in your 
path hae built their hearth. 

I could hae rooted in a hedge, or in some wood 
or gressy verge, 

Instead should choose the random bield o' clod 
oot in this stibble field. 

Here, I maun accept my fate and gang my wey 
some ither gate 

Doon in yon glen I'll tak a tour, and mak' 
my future mair secure. 

But och, I micht frae here tae there strayin' frae 
your gentle care 

Fa' foul o' dug or prowlin' cat, or silent hoolet 
sleek and fat. 

Mice like men, nae mair secure, 
Hardships and trials sair endure 
Are thankfu' for each kindness given, 
Enjoy the mair a glimpse o' Heaven. 

Wm. R. Shanks. 

69 
'J',: 

,, 

i 



Aberdeen Burns Club secretary, Ethel Hall (centre right), presents some family heirlooms to John 
Fraser, Past-President and Archivist-Curator of the Club. The items will be displayed in the Frank 
Robertson Collection of books and artefacts which belong to the Club and are housed in the Central 
Library, Aberdeen. Looking on are President John Cowan (left), and City Librarian Peter Grant, along 
with Club members. 

The Heart of Robert Burns 
by Johnstone G. Patrick 

Techow, a Prussian officer who became a 
revolutionary, visited Karl Marx in 
London, and, for a whole year, observed 
and studied closely the author of Das 
Kapital at work. He concluded: 'If his 
heart matched his mind, if he could love as 
iatensely as he can hate, then I would go 
through fire and water for him.' That 
Marx, like a certain character in The 
Wizard of Oz, didn't have a heart was, to 
be sure, his tragedy, and may very well yet 
turn out to be the supreme tragedy, too, of 
the world he tried to make of this one we 
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inherit. It was Robert Bums 's triumph 
that, with all the ups-and-downs and ins
and-outs of his lot in life, that he did have a 
heart. 

The great Scottish poet had a 'sair hert' 
sometimes, a 'broken hert' often, and an 
'honest hert' at all times. During his young 
life, too, he had the sort of 'stoot hert' 
needed to stand up to a very dour and 
decidedly hypocritical Church. Maybe 
what Robert Bums managed to do, in his 
poems and letters, did far more than 
anything else in Scottish life and character 



to create the kind of climate that got rid of 
the infamous rite of fencing off the Holy 
Communion Table, and the still more 
infamous use of the 'cutty-stool' in 
Scottish churches. 'I am no saint', he 
honestly confessed. 'I have a whole host of 
follies to answer for .. .' 'No saint', or 
even churchman in the accepted sense of 
the word, Burns made the 'unco guid' 
religionists of his disordered day feel the 
biting and blistering blows of his facile 
pen. He had nothing, nevertheless, but 
high-toned praise for the finer and freer, 
the sincerer and sweeter feelings inspired by 
a true religion. His reason for not attending 
church regularly, as set forth in Lines 
written in the Kirk of Lamington, is as 
good, if not far better, than most advanced 
nowadays: 

As cauld a wind as ever blew; 
A caulder kirk, and in't but few; 
As cauld a minister's ever spak; 
Ye'se a' be het or I come back. 

As much as Burns lambasted those with 
'rotten herts', which was fairly often, he 
also lauded to the very skies those who had, 
like his own father, a 'pitying hert'. In the 
Alloway Kirkyard today, visitors may still 
see a simple headstone, on which are 
carved the words of a penitent poet-son: 

Ah, ye whose cheek the tear of pity stains, 
Draw near with pious rev'rence and attend! 

Here lie the loving husband's dear remains, 
The tender father and the gen'rous friend. 

The pitying hert that felt for human woe; 
The dauntless heart that feared no human 

pride; 
The friend of man, to vice a foe; 

For even his failings leaned to virtue's side. 
With the passing of that 'pitying heart 

that felt for human woe' and that 
'dauntless heart that feared no human 
pride', there passed out of young Robert 
Burns's life what must surely have been its 
strongest and noblest influence. 'If his 
father had lived,' asks A. A. Thomson, the 
friend of G. K. Chesterton, 'what might 
have been? It was the first Might Have 
Been in a life full of Might Have Beens 

From his father and mother, for sure, 
Burns inherited much that made him the 
greatly-gifted poet and letter-writer that he 
was, but maybe most of all he inherited 
from that humble pair a huge heart that 
never failed to feel. 

Have you ever noticed how much Burns 
makes of the heart in his poems and songs 
and letters? It would be no easy task to sift 
out all the references to the heart in his 
works, but let a few suffice to strengthen 
and sharpen the point we are trying to 
make: 

A gaudy dress and gentle air 
May slightly touch the heart, 

But it's innocence and modesty 
That polishes the dart. 

(from 0 Once I Loved) 

Gie me a spark o' Nature's fire, 
That's a' the learning I desire; 
Then though I drudge through dub and' mire 

At pleugh or cart, 
My Muse, tho' hamely in attire, 

May touch the heart. 
(from The Epistle to J. Lapraik. an Old 

Scottish Bard) 

Never met-or never parted, 
We had ne'er been broken-hearted. 

(from The Farewell. To the Brethren of St. 
James's Lodge, Tarbolton) 

The youngster's heart o'erflows wi' joy. 
(from The Cottar's Saturday Night) 

Is there, in human form, that bears a heart
A wretch! a villain lost to love and truth! 

(ibid.) 

They chant their artless notes in simple guise; 
They tune their hearts, by far the noblest 

aim; 
Perhaps Dundee's wild-warbling measures 

rise, 
Or plaintive Martyrs, worthy of the name; 
Or noble Elgin beets the heaven-ward flame, 
The sweetest far of Scotia's holy lays; 
Compar'd with these, Italian trills are tame; 
The tick! 'dears no heart-felt raptures raise; 
Nae unison hae they, with our Creator's 

praise ... 

... how poor Religion's pride, 
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Jn all the pomp of method, and of art, 
When men display to congregations wide, 
Devotion's ev'ry grace, except the heart! 

(ibid.) 

Lovers of one of Burns's best poems, 
The Twa Dogs, will recall with rare relish 
how Cesar, in his dialogue with the more 
democratic Luath, describes the 'idle rich' 
among whom he moves and has his being: 

Their days, insipid, dull and tasteless; 
Their nights, unquiet, lang an' restless; 
An' ev'n their sports, their balls an' races, 
Their galloping thro' public places, 
There's sic parade, sic pomp an' art, 
The joy can scarcely reach the heart. 

We could go on and on and on citing 
lines from his songs and poems and letters 
mentioning the heart; but let us round off 
this· bit of what we have to say about the 
hearty Burns with some stinging lines from 
The Author's Earnest Cry and Prayer, to 
the Right Honourable and Honourable, the 
Scotch Representatives in the House of 
Commons: 

Is there, that bears the name o' SCOT 
But feels his heart's bluid rising hot, ' 
To see his poor, auld Mither's pot, 

Thus dung in staves; 
An' plunder'd o' her hindmaist groat, 

By gallows knaves? 
Readers of Thomas Hardy's novel, Far 

From the Madding Crowd, may very well 
remember Billy Smallbury, Joseph 
Poorgrass, and the other rustics chatting 
with Gabriel Oak, at Warren's Malthouse, 
about Bathsheba Everdene and her 
behaviour. The matter of Miss Everdene's 
heredity crops up in the chat. Mr. Ever
dene, Bathsheba's father, who has little or 
no part at all in the plot of Hardy's work, is 
mentioned. 'You see', said Billy 
Small bury, on the topic of Mr. Everdene, 
'the man's will was to do right, sure 
enough, but his heart didn't chime in'. 
Robert Burns had a strong will, and, with a 
mind of immense native power, he at
tempted great things in his poems and 
songs, in his letters and life; but he also had 
a heart that kept chiming in. 

The language Burns used in his satirical 

72 

thrusts at individuals was honestly harsh, 
as well as heartily humorous. Being 'mim
mou'd', like the unco guid, was as great a 
sin in Burns's sight and hearing as being 
'glib-gabbit', fond of 'clishmaclaver'; and 
surely the ill-willie attitudes of the self
righteous annoyed him more than the 
'splore' of 'gangrel bodies' who met in 
Poosie Nansie's alehouse. 'The Deil', 
prying into folks' affairs, is, in Burns's 
way of thinking, a 'sneck-drawin" dog. At 
the other extreme, however, and working 
against harshness and hardness, Burns 
knew-few, if any at all, knew better-how 
to employ what has been finely and fit
tingly called 'the peculiarly Scottish 
language of affection'. 

Perhaps the great poet's use of the 
diminutive plays as large a part as any in 
making possible his vast popularity. None 
of us can take much from, or tolerate for 
long, a beast, but 'a wee beastie' or 
'breastie' evokes even a kindly feeling in 
us; a 'burnie' across which a braw shepherd 
laddie drives his flock of ewes and lambies 
is a better loved stream than if it were 
simply a 'burn'. 'My Dear' is all right at 
times, but 'My Dearie' is darling at all 
times. 'A wee housie' is warmer and more 
welcome than a house. By the frequent use 
of this -ie as a word ending, or by prefixing 
'wee' or 'sma' or 'braw' or a number of 
other little familiar epithets to the name or 
noun, an atmosphere of tender loving 
care-the obvious work of an un
derstanding heart-is created. 

Thomas Carlyle has a passage in his 
famous Essay on Burns that Burnsians do 
well to resurrect from time to time, and 
especially so in the presence of people who 
would exaggerate their hero's faults or lay 
the charge of mawkish sentimentality on 
his doorstep. Carlyle wrote of Burns: 

A certain rugged sterling worth pervades 
whatever he has written; a virtue, as of green 
fields and mountain breezes, dwells in his 
poetry, it is redolent of natural life and hardy 
natural man. There is decisive strength in him 
and yet a sweet gracefulness: he is tender he 
is vehement, yet without constraint or 'too 
visible effort; he melts the heart or inflames 



it, with a power which seems habitual and 
familiar to him. ' 

William Hazlitt would have agreed 
heartily with Carlyle, for the exquisite 
English essayist wrote thus: 

Shakespeare says of some one, that 'he was 
like a man made after supper of a cheese
paring.' Burns, the poet, was not such a man. 
He had a strong mind, and a strong body, the 
fellow to it. He had a real heart of flesh and 
blood beating in his bosom-you can almost 
hear it throb. Some one said, that if you had 
shaken hands with him, his hand would have 
burnt yours. The Gods, indeed, 'made him 
poetical'; but nature had a hand in him first. 
His heart was in the right place. He did not 
'create a soul under the ribs of death,' by 
tinkling siren sounds, or by piling up centos 
of poetic diction; but for the artifical flowers 
of poetry, he plucked the mountain-daisy 
under his feet; and a field-mouse, hurrying 
from its ruined dwelling, could inspire him 
with the sentiments of terror and pity. He 
held the plough or the pen with the same 
firm, manly grasp; nor did he cut out poetry 
as we cut out watch-papers, with finical 
dexterity, nor from the same flimsy materials 
. . . He was not a sickly sentimentalist, a 
namby-pamby poet, a mincing metre ballad
monger, any more than Shakespeare. He 
would as soon hear 'a brazen candlestick 
tuned, or a dry wheel grate on the axletree.' 
... He had an eye to see; a heart to feel ... 
His pictures of good fellowship, of social 
glee, of quaint humour, are equal to 
anything; they come up to nature, and they 
canot go beyond it. The sly jest collected in 
his laughing eye at the sight of the grotesque 
and ludicrous in manners-the large tear 
rolled down his manly cheek at the sight of 
another's distress. He has made us as well 
acquainted with himself as it is possible to be; 
has let out the honest impulses of his native 
disposition, the unequal passions in his 
breast, with the same frankness and truth of 
description. His strength is no greater than 
his weakness: his virtues were greater than his 
vices. His virtues belonged to his genius: his 

vices to his situation, which did not 
correspond to his genius. 
It is good to find in a recent Burns 

Chronicle, too, a warm tribute to Burns by 
the present-day Russian Poet, Novella 
Matveyeva, who was born in Pushkin, 
named after one of the greatest Scottish 
poets best admirers. In Robert Burns, a 
poem that first appeared in The Tender 
Muse, an anthology of modern Russian 
poetry published in Moscow somewhat 
recently, Novella Matveyeva sings 
memorably: 

Long in forgotten vaults are laid 
The dukes and lords and dames, 
And silenced is the cannonade 
Of hollow-sounding names, 
But still the million circles gleam, 
Still lives the humble bard; 
The stones lie on the bed of green
The songs lie in cur heart. 

The reason why the songs and poems of 
Burns lie in so many, many hearts, then, is 
not far to seek. They came out of his heart 
into their hearts. He had the heart of a man 
all right, the heart of one who watched 'the 
wind that shakes the barley'; of one who 
heard 'the song in the green thorn tre,e'; of 
one who felt 'the wonder of all the gay' -
gay' of course, in the old and loved sense of 
the word-'world'; of one who sounded 
'the well of the silent harp'; and of one who 
came in on 'the crest of the broken wave' to 
tell us all that 

The heart benevolent and kind 
The most resembles God, 

and, also, that 
The heart's aye the part aye 
That maks us richt or wrang. 

He it was, too, who, among the Scottish 
poets of his own and other times, and 
maybe of all the world as well, had 

A heart aboon them a'. 
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Tom Mcilwraith with Mrs . C. Hunter (President of Edinburgh Ayr Association) and 1 om Bell 
(President of the Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association)-three Ayrshire folk. 

Photo: The Scotsman 

The Immortal Memory of Robert Burns 
By Professor J. A. Weir 

When travellers return from abroad I 
frequently ask, 'What country would be 
your first choice for a return visit?' The 
answer, more often than not, 'Scotland'. 
'Oh, why?' 'Because of the people'. 
Recently a lady from Texas told me of 
being invited by an entire stranger to attend 
a Burns concert in Dean Castle. 'There we 
were', she said, 'in our blue jeans and all 
the rest in formal attire' . 'What did they 
perform-the Jolly Beggars perhaps?' Her 
answer, 'I haven't the foggiest notion , we 
couldn't understand a word of it. ' 

Several years ago my wife and I visited 
Ellisland. Standing by the swiftly flowing 
Nith I recalled lines that Burns never in
tended for publication. 
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Peg Nicholson was a good bay mare, 
As ever trode on aim; 

But now she's floating down the Nith , 
And past the Mouth o' Cairn. 

Peg Nicholson was a good bay mare, 
And rode thro ' thick and thin; 

But now she's floating down the Nith, 
And wanting even the skin. 

Peg Nicholson was a good bay mare, 
And ance she bore a priest; 

But now she's floating down the Nith, 
For Solway fish a feast. 

Peg Nicholson was a good bay mare, 
And the priest he rode her sair : 

And much oppressed and bruised she was
As priest-rid cattle are, &c. &c. 



(Burns would be in serious trouble if he 
disposed of a carcass that way today.) 

We proceeded from Scotland to Madrid 
and there we attended a bull fight, a contest 
that can in no way be construed as a 
sporting event since the final outcome is 
known in advance (I took the side of the 
bull, likening him to a peasant whose 
successive encounters with the establish
ment end in ignominious defeat). Finally, 
weakened, tormented, unable to raise a 
head, the beast is mercifully dispatched by 
the sword. 

0 Death! the poor man's dearest friend, 
The kindest and the best! 

Welcome the hour, my aged limbs 
Are laid with thee at rest! 

The Great, the Wealthy fear thy blow, 
From pomp and pleasure torn; 

But Oh! ablest relief to those 
That weary-laden mourn! 

Have you ever tramped through the grass 
to bring in the horses on a dewey Sunday 
morn? 

Upon a simmer Sunday morn, 
When Nature's face is fair, 

I walked forth to view the corn, 
An' snuff the callor air: 

The rising sun, owre Galston muirs, 
Wi' glorious light was glintan; 

The hares were hirplan down the furrs, 
The lav'rocks they were chantan 

Fu' sweet that day. 

II 

As lightsomely I glowr'd abroad, 
To see a scene sae gay, 

and so on. 
-there is just no place to stop with Burns. 

After living with Burns for more than 50 
years, without much exposure to other 
poets, I surely must belong to that strange 
cult that is anathema to Professor Daiches. 
For the most part it has been a solitary 
affair; and with the departure of Roderick 
MacDonald, a student from Aberdeen, 
there are now no authentic Scottish friends 
in our town. At the University of Kansas 
(with 24,000 students) there is a Hardy 
Society and a Johnson Society but for 

lovers of Burns the offerings are slim. In 
recent years I have been collecting books 
and reading critical essays and since it is the 
Parish Poet, the National Poet and the 
World Poet, that brings us 'aye thegether' 
tonight (and not our private Burns) I would 
like to make a few remarks on the three 
stages in the life of the immortal bard. But 
first, some of my impressions from Burns 
criticism. The critics seem to have more 
problems with Burns than we do. 

Among the English poets Wordsworth 
could claim an affinity with Burns by 
virtue of his familiarity with the dialect of 
Cumberland and Westmorland. His 
sensitive though somewhat lofty appraisal 
of Burns, in a letter intended as a defence, 
drew sharp rejoinders from Hazlitt, Hogg 
and others. Lockhart's Life of Burns 
elicited a lengthy essay from Carlyle, who 
in turn raised new controversy by his down
grading of 'Tam O' Shanter'. Currie, 
Cunningham and Henley have been 
subjects for lengthy and sometimes 
vituperative essays. And so it goes. We can 
imagine how amused Robert Burns would 
have been to hear it all. 

Sic twa-0, do I live to see't, 
Sic famous twa sud disagree'! 
And names like 'Villain, Hypocrite,' 

Each other giein; 
While enemies wi' laughin spite 

Say, 'Neither's liein. '-
Since the public now has access to 

practically all of the materials of the 
scholar-the poems, songs, letters, 
journals, commonplace book, etc.-the 
avid Burnsian can easily reach a point of 
saturation (admittedly, much that is 
written is intended only for the neophyte). 
In my opinion the recent book Critical 
Essays on Robert Burns is a rare exception. 
Seven of the nine essays appear for the first 
time; of the authors, four reside in 
Scotland, two were trained in Scotland, 
and G. Ross Roy spends much of his time 
in Scotland. Moreover Donald Low, the 
editor, has managed to draw from David 
Daiches an essay that is original and devoid 
of his usual fulminations aginst the Burns 
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cult. As one without technical knowledge 
of music I found Cedric Thorpe Davie's 
essay especially informative and engaging. 
It is reassuring to find one's own favourites 
endorsed by so eminent a member of the 
performing arts. 

The Parish Poet 
Setting out to the capital on his ad

venturous quest, the bard wrote, 'I tost my 
plaid about my shoulders, and marched 
away to Edinburgh, determined, since no 
better could be, to push my fortunes as a 
literary man.' If this sounds vaguely 
familiar yet wondrous strange, I am not 
surprised. The year was not 1786 but 1810, 
the poet not Burns but James Hogg, the 
Ettrick Shepherd, then forty years of age. 
To quote from T. F. Henderson (1914): 'In 
all he [Hogg] was not more than six months 
at school, and, when he left, at the age of 
seven, he had only 'advance so far as to get 
into the class that read the Bible'; and, in 
writing, he was able only to scrawl the 
letters 'nearly an inch in length'. In his 
early years, his poetic tendencies did not 
receive any instruction or fostering in
fluence except that derived from his 
peasant mother's imperfect recital of 
ballads and fairy tales. 

The National Poet 
Yet long-lived pansies here their scents 

bestow, 
The violets languish and the roses blow. 
Jn purple glory let the crocus shine, 
Narcissus here his love-sick head recline ... 
etc. 

(Obviously not Burns) 

The writer of these lines may be forgi.ven 
for, though he was a poor poet, he was a 
good man. Thomas Blacklock, son of a 
bricklayer, blind from the age of six 
months, was Scotland's recognised 
authority in literary taste during Burns' 
time. Even the almighty Dr. Johnson, who 
found little to his liking in Scotland, 
'beheld him with reverence'. 
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Today, Dr. Blacklock's sole claim to 
fame rests on his enthusiastic letter to Dr. 
George Lawrie of Loudoun, who had sent 
him a copy of Burns' poems for his 
opinion. This was in 1786 at a time of crisis 
for the greater though almost unknown 
poet, who had resolved to depart for the 
West Indies. His chest was already on its 
way to dockside 'when a letter from Dr. 
Blacklock to a friend of mine overthrew all 
my schemes by rousing my poetic am
bitions ... His idea that I would meet with 
every encouragement for a second edition 
fired me so much that away I posted to 
Edinburgh without a single acquaintance in 
town, or a single letter of introduction in 
my pocket.' 

Incidentally, a lifelong friendship with 
Dr. Blacklock did nothing to impair Burns' 
critical judgement for much later (1795) he 
wrote to James Johnson: 'The song to 
Ginland Geordie if my memory serves me 
right, is one of Dr. Blacklock's.-We all 
knew the Doctor's merit; but his songs, in 
general were very silly-I enclose you one 
to the tune which has much more merit, & I 
beg you will insert it.' 

Thanks to a favourable review on the 
Lounger, Burns' poems became widely 
known in Edinburgh not long after his 
arrival in November 1786 on a borrowed 
pony. The learned and the polite who were 
prepared to accept the rustic genius 'with 
every allowance for Education and Cir
cumstance of Life' were enchanted. 

From Burns' correspondence it is now 
clear that he was by no means overawed by 
men of high degree, which is not to deny 
that there were quite a few of deserved 
eminence in Edinburgh. Dugald Stewart, 
who had recently exchanged the Chair of 
Mathematics for the Chair of Moral 
Philosophy, was one. It was he who would 
introduce Burns to the democratic Lord 
Daer, one of the few members of the 
aristocracy to make ·a wholly favourable 
impression on the poet. 

Burns maintained his poise and self
confidence throughout his stay in the city; 
it was the rich and polite who had reason to 



be nervous, for surely among them there 
must have been some who knew that 
circulating in Ayrshire were satires more 
biting by far than the Twa Dogs or any of 
the others in print. Moreover, the subjects 
were not hard to identify! 

In the end it was not the excitement of 
the city that caused Burns to linger on and 
to return later but Creech, the wealthy 
publisher, whose reluctance to part with a 
guinea was excessive even by Scottish 
standards. 

Most of the 612 copies of the now 
priceless Kilmarnock edition-the one that 
propelled Burns from local to national 
fame-were eventually thumbed out of 
existence. (Harvard University, not sur
prisingly, has two copies-one in the 
original boards with pages uncut!) The 
3,000 copies of the second edition, enriched 
by The Ordination, Death and Dr. Horn
book, The Brigs of Ayr and Address to the 
Unco Guid, but rejecting The Jolly 
Beggars, extended Burns' fame still fur
ther. 

Considering his limitations, Hogg's 
success in Edinburgh was astounding. The 
parallel with Burns, too, is striking; but the 
point I wish to make is that Burns, who 
owed little to early Scottish predecessors 
{whose existence became generally known 
only after his arrival had aroused a certain 
curiosity) grew up in a land of native poesy 
and song (most of Burns' verse letters were 
addressed to local fellow rhymesters). 
However, in a local context Burns' 
education, though fragmentary, was 
superior; in Daiches' opinion, 'he knew 
Shakespeare, Milton, Pope and the Bible 
much better than the ordinary educated 
man of today knows them.' 

Burns criticism is filled with references 
to the bard's indebtedness to Alexander 
Pope, but without elaboration. As a satirist 
Pope's attacks on his enemies were savage 
beyond anything Burns ever wrote with the 
possible exception of Address of 
Beelzebub. 

Much has been made of Pope's religious 
handicap at a time when Roman Catholics 

were barred from universities and public 
office, but this was not the major problem; 
nor was there ever threat of financial 
exigency-Pope Plain truth to speak ... 
climbed Parnassus by dint o' Greek. 

Ignoring the claims of collaborators, he 
netted more than £5,000 from the sale of 
translations from the Iliad. Pope's 
problems were serious and permanent; he 
was a hunchbacked dwarf, so weak that he 
was in perpetual need of attendance, 
unable to dress or undress himself, ex
tremely sensitive to cold, he could do 
practically nothing for himself. For Pope 
there could be no rigs o' barley, no wild 
pony race, no merry drinking with 
comrades dear, no lusty pictures drawn 
from life. 

The Muse but serv'd to ease some friend, 
not wife, 

To help me thro' this long disease, my life. 
It is difficult now to relate to the society 

of Pope's time and if his poetry does not 
touch the heart there is much in it to be 
admired. 

Burns was thirteen when he first became 
acquainted with Pope's works so he had an 
early exposure to a craftmanship clearly 
superior to the prevailing genteel literary 
fashion. The conscious imitations in some 
English poems, From Esopus to Maria and 
Epistle to Robt. Graham of Fintry, for 
example, are indifferent Pope but the 
barely discernible echoes that appear in 
scores of pages show a deeper and more 
subtle influence. The later image of the 
humble, heaven taught ploughman, an 
image that modern critics have taken great 
pains to erase, may not have been taken all 
that seriously at the time. As Professor 
Kinsley has pointed out; 'The evidence of 
Burns' reading in the English poets, and his 
appreciation of current political and social 
affairs, is everywhere in the Kilmarnock 
book. That the critics did not remark on it 
suggests, not that they missed it, but that 
they accepted it without wonder. Many of 
the Edinburgh IJt.erati were in one way or 
another countrymen, and knew that 
illiteracy was not a concomitant of poverty 
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among Scottish farmers or cottars. What 
was really striking about Burns was not the 
fact, but the quality, of his poetic talent.' 

Meanwhile, before thoughts of 'guid, 
black prent' had ever entered his head, or 
necessity forced the issue-Burns tossed 
off his matchless works as trifles; to praise 
a lass, to enliven the tavern, to suit a mood, 
to amuse a friend. In the words of Henry 
Grey Graham, 'Local reputation was 
spreading, his verses circulated in the 
countryside, were roared over in every 
farmer's house and tavern, and chuckled 
over in laird's mansions and every 
moderate minister's manse.' And, you will 
recall, many of the poems that circulated 
would not appear in print until long after 
Burns' death. So much for the Parish Poet. 

Burns as a World Poet 
Burns' international reputation, 
augmented by consequences of the 
migratory habits of Scots, may be second 
only to that of Shakespeare. I must confess 
that contemplation of Burns after an 
evening with Shakespeare always brings on 
a slight feeling of depression. No one in his 
right mind would compare Burns with 
Shakespeare, but to borrow a fragment 
from Pope, 'Fools rush in where angels 
fear to tread', or in more modern parlance, 
'Damn the torpedoes'. 

It does not require much effort to 
determine that the vast library holdings on 
Shakespeare contain a good deal of 
nonsense. He had no Boswell; there was no 
Shakespeare Federation; no letters survive; 
we do not know when he arrived in London 
or how he was employed; the first 
biography did not appear until almost one 
hundred years after his death. Among the 
many conjectures, G. B. Harrison believes 
that Shakespeare may have seen active 
military service between the ages of 23 and 
25. The cause of death is unknown but one 
anecdote may be of peculiar interest to 
Burnsians: 'Shakespeare, Drayton, and 
Ben Jonson had a merry meeting, and it 
seems drank too hard, for Shakespeare 
died of a fever there contracted.' 
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Perhaps it is the absence of data and 
surfeit of conjecture that causes us to 
concentrate almost exclusively on the plays 
themselves. Today's audiences have no 
more need for advanced instruction in 
metaphysical meaning than audiences of 
Shakespeare's day; in the works of the 
universal dramatist we see ourselves and all 
humanity. Occasionally an apology or 
explanation may preface a modern 
production-The Taming of the Shrew or 
The Merchant of Venice-but for the most 
part we are entertained by the humour, the 
startling insights and the power of 
language. 

Now what, you may ask, has all this to 
do with Robert Burns? Making due 
allowance for differences in time and place, 
and station in life, I believe Shakespeare 
and Burns had a lot in common: neither 
attended a university, both had friends who 
did; in their most creative period neither 
cared about presenting his work for 
posterity-both understood and enjoyed 
the earthy language of common people. 
They were witty conversationalists and 
brilliant lyricists. 

It is not, however, the similarities that I 
wish to emphasise but the essential dif
ferences in our perception of the works of 
Shakespeare and Burns. Compared to 
Shakespeare, our problem with Burns is of 
an opposite sort for here we may at times 
be burdened by too big a load of prior 
knowledge. Could it be that the closer we 
come to Ayrshire or to the man himself, the 
less well equipped we are to detect the 
broader meanings? 

In the Kilmarnock Edition, which Burns 
edited himself, we find most of the poems 
by which he is best known, all of them 
composed before he had left his twenties. 
The book succeeded in disarming the critics 
and appealing to Burns' own uncritical 
people-no mean feat. True, the threat of 
censorship may have led to suppression of 
some satires, but may it not also have 
served to sharpen Burns' natural sly wit 
and subtle use of innuendo? We lose 
something by ignoring the local context of 



the poems, but what might a reader 
discover without notes and commentaries, 
without Crawford's penetrating analyses 
or Maurice Lindsay's Burns Encyclopedia? 

Perhaps this is where a foreigner may 
have an advantage. In 'The Twa Dogs' one 
may see, not the British gentry of Burns' 
day, but the present U.S. Senate. 'The fear 
o' Hell's a Hangman's whip,/To haud the 
wretch in order', (slipped ever so in
nocently into the 'Epistle to a Young 
Friend') seems to characterise the foreign 
policies of both Russia and the United 
States. It is not hard to find Billy Graham 
or Jerry Falwell at the 'Holy Fair' (and of 
course it requires no great insight to see 
which side Burns was on). 

I understand that the humour in 'Holy 
Willie's Prayer' is sometimes enhanced by 
a performance complete with nightshirt 
and candle. But, without knowing who the 
petty William Fisher was or how he died, 
might not the final stanza be applied to 
whole nations? 

But L-d, remember me and mine 
Wi' mercies temporal and divine! 
That I for grace and gear may shine, 

Excell'd by nane! 
And a' the glory shall be thine! 

Amen!Amen! 
Burns in translation is quite another 
matter. In the Soviet Union, for example, 
where Burns is openly condoned by the 
regime for his revolutionary tendencies, his 
role as a dissident may be readily apparent 
to a public with free access to Marshak's 
excellent translations. Remember, too, 
translations require no glossary. 

ltorna 110 ropOJl .1H;KeT n:11i. 

. ¥1 1<011•111re11 Ga:iap11wii Jlellu, 
The opening lines to Tam O' Shanter 

translate literally into 'When on the town 
lie shadows and ends the market day.' 

The closing lines of the poem. 

Fascination with the irresistable charm 
and many-sided personality of Robert 
Burns has aroused scholarly curiosity 
about his friends and acquaintances so that 
today even foreign Burnsians may acquire 
familiarity with the eighteenth century 
Scottish scene. As one who has lived 
through McCarthyism and Watergate, (and 
making due allowance for the inevitable 
comparisons with genius)· I must confess 
that most of Burns' friends come off rather 
well. Certainly there is no lack of variety. 
Of the versatile William Smellie, founder 
of the disreputable Crochallan Fencibles 
and printer of the 1787 volume, Burns 
would write: 

CROCHALLAN came: 
The old cock'd hat, the brown surtout the 

same; 
His grisly beard just bristling in its might 

('Twas four long nights and days to 
shaving-night); 

His uncomb'd, hoary locks, wild-staring, 
thatch'd 

A head for though profound and clear 
unmatch'd; 

Yet, tho his caustic wit was biting rude, 
His heart was warm, benevolent, and good. 

Contrast this with Burns' description of 
Joseph Kirkpatrick in Dunscore Kirk on 
Sunday mornings: 

'My Parish-priest is in himself one vast 
constellation of dullness, & from his 
weekly zenith rays out his contradictory 
stupidity to the no small edification & 
enlightenment of the heavy and opaque 
pericraniums of his gaping Admirers.' 

What Burns might have accomplished 
had he lived is a matter for conjecture. I, 
for one, believe that dramatic works would 
have provided scope for his marvellous 
genius for comedy. Burns' interest in the 
theatre is well known. For example, in 
January 1790, he wrote to his brother 

yen. UCMUMlllH llU 11L>, II :lUil()(I>, II 

crapy10 i;u61,1:1y M:ir! .. 

Gilbert: 'We have gotten a set of very 
decent Players here just now. I have seen 

c 11 
L' r • them an evening or two.' In March of the 

same year Burns asked Peter Hill, an 
Edinburgh bookseller, to send 'second
handed or any way cheap copies of Olway 's 
dramatic works, Ben Johnson's, Dryden's, 

translate as 'Just remember the night with 
rain and snow and the old mare Meg!' 

79 



Congreve's, Whycherly's, Vanbrugh's, 
Cibber's, or any Dramatic works of the 
more Moderns, Macklin, Garrick, Foote, 
Colman, or Sheridan's.-Agood Copy too 
of Moliere in French I much want.-Any 
other good Dramatic Authors in their 
native language I want them; I mean Comic 
authors chiefly, tho' I should wish Racine, 
Corneille, & Voltaire too. 

Even earlier, (December 1789) in a Jetter 
to Lady Elizabeth Cunningham he ex· 
pressed 'thoughts of the drama'. 

. . . 'does not your ladyship think that a 
Scottish Audience would be better pleased 
with the Affectation, Whim, & Folly of their 
own native growth, than with manners 
which to by far the greatest of them can be 
only second hand?-No man knows what 
Nature has fitted Mm for until he try; mid if 
after a prepanitory course of some years of 
study of Men and Books, I ~hould find 
myself unequal to the task, there i~ no great 
harm done~Virtue Md Study are their own 
reward.~I have got Shakespeare, imd beg!.!11 
~ith him: and I shall stretch a point & make 
myself ma~ter of all the Dramatic Authors of 
any repute, In both Engli~h and French, the 
only langua~es which l know.=' 
It is true that Burn$ was lacking in 

stagecraft and that no trace of even 
abortive attempts at drama were to be 
found among his papeni. Yet, as Kingsley 
has pointed out, there is 'no evidence that 
Tam O' Shanter took shape before the 
autumn or winter of 1790! But does not 
the setting of Alloway-Kirk, the burial 
place of Bums' father=and witchcraft that 
goes all the way back to B11rn~· childhood, 
susge~t a much longer germination? Alilo, 
modern renditions of 'Tam O' Shanter', 
sometime$ set to mmk, are not lacking in 
dramatic effect. 

With the .&ucces.s of 'Tam O' Shanter' 
Burns wrote 'that I am almuiy re§o!ving 
two or three stories in my fancy.' But ~ueh 
was not to be, One of the final act$ of the 
37 year old poet was to compose a song for 
ie~~ie Lewars, the neighbour girl who 
mmed him in bis la5t .i!Jnes.s. 

Ob wen 1hou ln the caul~ bla~I. 
On yonder ka, on y!Jn~r Lea; 

~·~ ......... ----------·----------

Scots plan cairn 
to Burns 
If their best laid schemes don't gang agley, 
a group of Hamilton Scots will unveil a 
cairn in memory of Robert Burns at 
Dundurn Park this summer, 

And it won't be just another short and 
formal ribbon-cutting ceremony, but a full
blown ceilidh with wee drams enough to do 
the occasion justice and warm the cockles 
of Caledonian hearts, 

Anticipating city council permission to 
locate the cairn in the park and allow the 
sale of beer at the event, Ye Bonnie Doon 
Burns Club is making plans to entertain 
upwards of 2,000 participants with pipe 
bands and highland dancing. 

The club feels Hamilton has for long 
enough suffered the 6hameful distinction 
of being the only major North American 
city that does not have some kind of 
phy~ical memorial dedicated to the Im
mortal b:!rd, and hopes to remedy the 
glaring omis$ion. 
· 'It will be our Ontario Bkente11nial 
project, and we hope to unveil it July 21, 
the anniversary of Burn,s' death,' said John 
UU!e, 47, of Sherman Avenue North, 
preside11t of the .5C.Hnember club, 
· 'There's already a Jetter away to the 
Queen jnvit!ns her to .attemL She has a 
Scotti$h heritage and will oe in C;mada at 
that time, ~" we hope we'll get at least a 
reply from her', 

The group ha!! already done the 
1>padework toward erection of the ~even
foot cairn whieh, Mr. Little §1\Y;S proudly, 
is to be an all-Hamilton project-made of 
local material$, empJpying loc.al labour and 
the talent$ of Hamilton §culptor Nicholi:l§ 
Jon Neu. 

formal application Im$ been made to city 
co11ncil through the relevant committee§ 
and departments, with plans, ardJitecf~ 
drawings an4 a model of the ,ealrn. 

The Campbell~ !lfe coming up with the 
materlal!l and manpower~Jim Campbell 
of Day and Camvbell Ltd., thilt i§I the 

l 



upper part of the cairn will bear Burns' 
likeness on a plaque, and at its base will be 
another with quotations from his best
known poems including Auld Lang Syne 
and For A' That. 

Mr. Little estimates the total cost of the 
cairn will be more than $7 ,OOO. 

He said there is tremendous interest in 
the event and that he already has requests 
for invitations to it from Burns societies in 
Annapolis, Maryland; Detroit, Michigan; 
and several Ontario centres, with the 
Toronto Scottish clans hoping to attend by 
the bus load. 

Mr. Little, a machine mechanic, is 
currently on sick leave after an accident last 
year that left him with spinal injuries. He 
has a collection of more than 100 volumes 
of the ploughman poet's writings and 
related materials. He said only the Bible 
has been translated into more languages 
than Burns' works, and that Shakespeare's 
now run third. 

Evidence of the bard's universal 
popularity is the abundance of Burns 
dinners annually on Jan. 25, the an
niversary of his birth. A 197 5 Spectator 
story said the world's biggest is held in 
Moscow, with Los Angeles running 
second, and Hong Kong well to the fore. 

Anyone wishing to contribute in any way 
toward the success of the planned event 
should telephone Ye Bonnie Doon Burns 
Club at 547-7845. 

Bessie Little 

THOUGHTS ON A 
BURNS NIGHT SUPPER! 

When asked if I enjoyed the night of Burns 
I sighed 

The memory of the travesty not yet died 
I thought of how our Bard might just reply 
With apologies to him, here's why I sigh. 

F 

To hear men try to quote his bounteous rhymes 
With little understanding of the lines 
I think that Tam may just have 'rid' in vain 
And Cutty Sark would hide her head in shame. 
The bawdy nichts of Tam and Souter Johnnie 
Were lost amid the glare of kilts, oh sae bonnie 
Glengarries, plaids, dirks and sgian dhus 
Jabot, laces, tassels,-do amuse. 
Robert scorned such finery and mocked 
That lice are still but lice when they're 

unfrocked 
Rank is but the guinea's stamp, he said, 
And man the gold-who needs fine kilt or plaid? 
That wee timid beastie lost his hoose 
Had he been there he'd be a sadder moose 
His shelter cost him many a weary nibble 
I think he micht have saved himself the trouble. 
That Robert loved the lasses we all know 
His poems and songs about them made us glow 
To hear the speakers mumble thru' Rob's 

thought 
On a subject dear to Burns, forgive them not! 
That midnight oil was not burned in.his name 
No candle flickering low with guttering flame 
As readers sought to understand perception 
Instead we have poetic misconception 
Whiles noisy diners scarce can miss a bite 
For fear they miss the dancing late that night. 
It's not suggested that we should not dance 
Nor don the kilt and to the piper prance 
Nor fall upon a haggis-punie beastie 
That oft contains less gut than chicken breastie. 
When trenchers squeak not groan then let us 

pause 
And ponder if his great words still fit the cause 
Perhaps if one could understand the phrases 
Of a man who still but constantly amazes 
With thoughts that have touched all our lives 

LangSyne 
Those views withstand the test of mortal time 
Then tell the tales to others-sing, recite 
And try to make the songs and words excite 
Then we can all appreciate and learn 
The philosophies and thoughts of Robert Burns. 
Then we'll know just why it is we gather 
And can celebrate his birth with utmost fervour 
Read 'The Cottars Saturday Nicht' verse 

seventeen 
As Rabbie tells us how he viewed such scenes 
As in his grave in far off land he turns 
I ask myself why do they descerate Burns? 

A. Chalmers 
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SIXTEEN POEMS OF BURNS: 
Their First Publication 

G. ROSS ROY 

This is a continuation of the article which appeared in the Burns Chronicle last 
year. It is a collation of nineteen poems by Burns which were first published in 
book form in one or more of four editions of the poet's works which came out in 
1801 or 1802. Four of the poems (Nos. 533-536) are considered as one unit. For 
further information the reader is referred to the introduction to the article in the 
1984 Burns Chronicle. 

402. The occasion for this impromptu toast, not among the poet's better compositions, 
was the anniversary of A-<Jmiral George Rodney's victory over the French fleet in the West 
Indies on 12 April 1782. The poem was first published in The Edinburgh Advertiser of 19 
April 1793. Egerer doubts that the piece is by Burns, but it is accepted by Kinsley, who 
feels that the variations between the Advertiser text and that in No. 3 point to two MSS. 
Given the liberties which editors took with texts at that time, particularly if the work 
appeared in an unauthorised publication such as the Advertiser and No. 3, I should not 
necessarily infer the existence at that time of two MSS. The copy-text used for this 
collation is The Edinburgh A vertiser. 

Friday last, being the anniversary of the late Admiral Rodney's glorious 
victory, a party of gentlemen, desirous to commemorate the day, dined 
together in the King's Arms, Dumfries. Many loyal and suitable toasts 
were drunk on the occasion, and several naval songs were sung: The 
following EXTEMPORE by BURNS, when it was his turn to sing, ought 
not to be omitted: 

At a meeting of the Dumfriesshire Volunteers, held to commemorate the 
anniversary of Rodney's Victory, April 12th, 1782, BURNS was called 
upon for a Song, instead of which he delivered the following lines ex
tempore. 

At a meeting of the Dumfriesshire Volunteers, held to commemorate the 
Anniversary of Rodney's Victory, April 12th, 1782, BURNS was called 
upon for a Song, instead of which he delivered the following lines ex
tempore. 

At a meeting of the Dumfriesshire Volunteers, held to commemorate the 
anniversary of Rodney's Victory, April 12th, 1782, BURNS was called 
upon for a Song, instead of which he delivered the following lines ex
tempore. 

Instead of a song, boys! I'll give you a toast;· 
Instead of a song, boys, I'll give you a toast, 
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Here's the Mem'ryof those on the twelfth that we lost! 
Here's the memory of those on the twelfth that we lost; 
We lost! did I say? No, by Heav'n, that we found! 
That we lost, did I say, nay, by heav'n thafwe found, 
That we lost, did I say?-nay, by heav'n that we found, 
For their fame it shall live while the world goes around. 
For their fame it shall last while the world goes around. 
Then next in succession I'll give you the KING; 
The next in succession, I'll give you the King, 
The next in succession, I'll give you the King; 
The next in succession I give you the King, 
And who would betray him, on high may he swing! 
Whoe'er wou'd betray him, on high may he swing, 
Whoe'er wou'd betray him, on high may he swing! 
Whoe'er wou'd betray him, on high may he swing; 
And here's the grand fabric our FREE CONSTITUTION, 
And here's the grand fabric, our free Constitution, 
And here's the grand fabric, our free constitution, 
As built on the base of the GREAT REVOLUTION! 
As built on the base of the great Revolution; 
As built on the base of the great Revolution! 
As built on the base of our grand Revolution; 
And longer with politics not to be cramm'd-
And longer with Politics, not to be cramm'd, 
And longer with Politics not to be cramm'd, 
Be Anarchy curs'd-and Tyranny d--- 'd; 
Be Anarchy curs'd, and be Tyranny damn'd; 
Be Anarchy curs'd, and be Tyranny damn'd! 
And who would to Liberty e'er prove disloyal, 
And who wou'd to Liberty e'er prove disloyal, 
May his son be a hangman, and he his first trial! 
May his son be a hangman, and he his first trial. 
May his son be a hangman, and he his first trial! 
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542. There is no known MS. for this epitaph. Allan Cunningham claims that it was 
written in a suicide named Glendinning who was buried near Dumfries. It appears in l, 2, 
3 and4. 

EPITAPH ON D------C------. 
Here lies in earth a root of H-11{ 
Here lies in earth a root of Hell, 

Set by the Deil's ain dibble; 
This worthless body d----d himsel, 

To save the L----d the trouble. 

[l, 2, 3, 4, 
[l, 2, 3 

[4 
[l, 2, 3, 4 
[l, 2, 3, 4 
[l, 2, 3, 4 

315. The person for whom Burns wrote this Scots Prologue was George S. Sutherland an 
actor-manager who, with his wife in the company, played at the theatre in Dumfries 
during the 1789-90 season. There is a copy of the poem in Burns 's letter to Mrs. Dunlop of 
March 1790. There seems to be some confusion_as to whose benefit night the poem was 
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written for: In 1, 2, 3 and 4 the title indicates that it was for Mr. Sutherland's, whereas in 
his letter to Mrs. Dunlop Burns wrote that it was for Mrs. Sutherland. According to the 
poet the benefit took place on 3 March 1790. The poem is accompanied by a letter from 
Burns to Sutherland (Letter 386) in all copies. 

Scots Prologue, For Mrs. Sutherland's Benefit Night, 
Spoken at the Theatre Dumfries 

SCOTS PROLOGUE, For Mr. Sutherland's Benefit Night, 
Spoken at the Theatre Dumfries. 

LETTER/rom ROBERT BURNS to Mr. George SUTHERLAND, 
of the Theatre, Dumfries with an Address for Mr. SUTHERLAND'S 
Benefit. 

What needs this din about the town o' Lon'on? 
How this new Play, and that new Sang is comin? 
Why is outlandish stuff sae meikle courted? 
Does Nonsense mend, like Brandy, when imported-
ls there nae Poet, burning keen for Fame, 
Will bauldly try to gie us Plays at hame? 
For Comedy abroad he need na toil, 
For Comedy abroad he needna toil, 
A Knave an' Fool are plants of ev'ry soil: 
A Knave an' fool are plants of ev'ry soil, 
Nor need he hunt as far as Rome or Greece, 
To gather matter for a serious piece; 
There's themes enow in Caledonian story 
Wad shew the Tragic Muse in a' her glory. 
Is there no daring Bard will rise and tell 
Is there no daring bard will rise and tell, 
How glorious Wallace stood, how hapless fell? 
How glorious Wallace stood how hapless fell? 
Where are the Muses fled, that should produce 
Where are the Muses fled, that should produce, 
A drama worthy of the name of Bruce? 
A drama worthy of the name of Bruce, 
How on this spot he first unsheath'd the sword 
How on this spot he first unsheath'd the sword, 
'Gainst mighty England and her guilty Lord, 
And after many a bloody, deathless doing, 
Wrench'd his dear country from the jaws of Ruin! 
Q! for a Shakespeare or an Otway scene, 
O! for a Shakespeare or an Otway Scene, 
To paint the lovely hapless Scottish Queen! 
To paint the lovely, hapless Scottish Queen! 
Vain ev'n the omnipotence of Female charms, 
'Gainst headlong, ruthless, mad Rebellion's arms. 
She fell--but fell with spirit truly Roman, 
To glut that direst foe,--a vengeful woman; 
A woman--tho' the phrase may seem uncivil, 
As able--and as wicked as the devil! 
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[CT includes 6 lines which are not present in 1, 2, 3, 4] 

As ye have generous done, if a' the land 
Would take the Muses' servants by the hand, 
Would take the Muse's servants by the hand, 
Not only hear--but patronise--defend them, 
And where ye justly can commend--commend them; 
And where you justly can commend--commend them; 
And aiblins when they winna stand the test, 
Wink hard, and say, 'The folks hae done their best.' 
Wink hard and say, 'The folks hae done their best.' 
Would a' the land do this, then I'll be caition, 
Wou'd a' the land do this, then I'll be cation, 
Wou'd a' the land do this, then I'll be caition, 
Wou'd a' the land do this, then, I'll be caition, 
Y e'll soon hae Poets o' the Scottish nation, 
Will gar Fame blaw until her trumpet crack, 
Will gar fame blaw until her trumpet crack, 
And warsle Time, and lay him on his back. 
And warstle Time, and lay him on his back. 
And warsle Time and lay him on his back. 

For us and for our Stage, should only spier, 
For us, an9 for our Stage, should ony spier, 

'Whase aught thae Chiels maks a' this bustle here?' 
'Whase aught thae Chiels maks a this bustle here?' 
My best leg foremost, I'll set up my brow, 
We have the honor to belong to you! 
We have the honour to belong to you! 
We're your ain bairns, e'en guide us as ye like, 
But, like guid mothers, shore before ye strike; 
But, like gude mothers, shore before ye strike; 
And grateful still, I trust, ye'II ever find us: 
For gen'rous patronage, and meikle kindness, 
We've got frae a' professions, sorts, an' ranks: 
We've got frae a' professions, sorts, an ranks: 
God help us!--we're but poor--ye'se get but thanks! 
God help us!--we're but poor--ye se get but thanks! 
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272A. Burns's extempore Answer to an Invitation is an example of how widely differing 
accounts of the genesis of one of his poems have been advanced. According to Kinsley the 
poem may have been in answer to a belated invitation to attend the contest which the poet 
immortalised in The Whistle. In l, 3 and 4 it is said to have been 'Written in answer to a 
card from an intimate of Burns's wishing him to spend an hour at a Tavern with him,' 
while 2 has it that 'Burns receiving an invitation to dine, from a few acquaintances met at 
an Inn in Dumfries, while engaged in the duties of his office as an Exciseman, returned the 
following answer.' There is no known MS. of the poem. 

The King's most humble servant, I 
The King's most humble Servant, I 

[l, 2, 3 
[4 
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Can scarcely spare a minute; 
But I'll be wi' ye by an' bye; 
But I'll be wi' you by an' bye 

Or else the Deil's be in it. 
Or else the deil's be in it. 

[l, 2, 3, 4 
[l, 3, 4 

[2 
[I, 3, 4 

[2 

320. The subject of this song, which Burns told George Thomson in 1793 was 'the best 
love-song I ever wrote' (Letter 557), was Anne Park who bore Burns a daughter on 31 
March 1791. There is a MS. of the song which was apparently sent to George Thomson, 
and Burns also copied it into the Glenriddell MS. Neither of the MSS. contains the last 
eight lines, nor do 1 or 3. The entire song appears in the 1799 edition of The Merry Muses 
of Caledonia. In 1, 2 and 3 the stanzas are of four lines, not eight as they appear in MS. 
form. The song is not in 4. 

Song-- Tune, Banks of Banna 
SONG. TUNE--BANKS OF BANNA 
ANNA. Tune--The Banks of Banna. 
ANNA: A SONG. Tune--Banks of Banna. 
Yestreen I had a pint o' wine, 

A place where body saw na; 
A place whar body saw na; 

Yestreen lay on this breast o' mine 
Y estreen lay on this breast of mine, 

The gowden locks of Anna.--
The raven locks of Anna. 

The hungry Jew in wilderness 
The hungry Jew, in wilderness, 
The hungry Jew in wilderness, 

Rejoicing o'er his manna, 
Rejoicing o'er his Manna, 
Rejoicing owre his manna, 

Was naething to my hiney bliss 
Was naething to my honey bliss 
Was naething to my hinny bliss, 

Upon the lips of Anna.-
Upon the lips of Anna. 

Ye Monarchs take the East and West, 
Ye monarchs, tak the east and west, 

Frae Indus to Savannah! 
Frae Indus to Savannah, 
Frae Indus to Savannah; 

Gie me within my straining grasp 
Gie me within my straining grasp, 

The melting form of Anna.-
The melting form of Anna. 

There I'll despise Imperial charms, 
Then I'll despise imperial charms, 
Then I'll despise Imperial charms, 
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An Empress or Sultana, 
An Empress or Sultana; 
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While dying raptures in her arms 
While dying raptures, in her arms, 
While dying raptures in my arms, 

I give and take with Anna!!! 
I give and take with Anna. 
I give an' take with Anna. 

Awa, thou flaunting god o' day! 
Awa, thou flaunting god of day! 
Away, thou flaunting God of Day! 
Awa, thou flaunting God of day! 

Awa, thou pale Diana! 
Away, thou pale Diana! 

Ilk star, gae hide thy twinkling ray! 
Ilk star gae hide thy twinkling ray, 
Ilk Star, gae hide thy twinkling ray, 

When I'm to meet my Anna.-
When I'm to meet my Anna. 
When I'm to meet wi' Anna. 

Come, in thy raven plumage, Night; 
Come in thy raven-plumage, Night! 
Come in thy raven-plumage, Night, 

Sun, moon and stars withdrawn a'; 
Sun, moon, and stars, withdrawn a'! 
Sun, moon an' stars, withdrawn a'! 

And bring an angel pen to write 
And bring an angel-pen to write 
An' bring an angel pen to write 

My transports wi' my Anna.-
My transports wi' my Anna! 
My transports wi' my Anna. 
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Kinsley does not admit the Postscript to the canon, but it is printed in 2 without in
dication that it is not by Burns. The copy text is from The Merry Muses. 

POSTSCRIPT BY ANOTHER HAND. 

The kirk and state may join and tell; 
The kirk an' state may join an' tell, 

To do sic things I manna: 
The kirk and state may gae to h---11, 
The kirk an' state may gang to h-ll, 

An' I shall gae to Anna. 
An' I'll gae to my Anna. 

She is the sunshine o' my ee', 
She is the sunshine o' my e'e, 

To live but her I canna: 
Had I on earth but wishes three, 

The first should be my Anna. 
The first should be--my Anna. 

POSTSCRIPT 
[CT 

[2 
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[2 
[CT,2 
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269. Burns sent a copy of The Five Car/ins to Mrs. Dunlop on 2 Oct. I 789 and it is 
possible that he had some broadside copies printed (as he did with four political ballads in 
I 795-6) but if this is so, no known copy has survived. The five Carlins are, of course, the 
five Dumfriesshire burghs. There are several MS. copies of the poem, which appears in I 
and 3 only. The sequence of stanzas is not the same in all MS. copies. The MSS. and 
printed copies contain footnotes denoting the burghs; these have been indicated with 
asterisks, and the footnotes included in brackets on the line. 

There was five Carlins in the South, 
There were five carlins in the south, 
There were five Carlins in the south, 

They fell upon a scheme, 
To send a lad to London town 
To send a lad to Lon'on town 

To bring them tidings hame.-
To bring us tidings hame. 

Not only bring them tidings hame, 
Not only bring us tidings hame, 

But do their errands there; 
But do our errands there, 

And aiblins gowd and honor baith 
And aiblins gowd and honour baith 

Might be that laddie's share.-
Might be that laddie's share. 

There was Maggy by the banks o' Nith*, [*Dumfries] 
There was Maggie by the banks o' Nith* [*Dumfries] 
There was Maggie by the banks o' Nith*, [*Dumfries] 

A dame wi' pride enough; 
And Marjory o' the mony lochs*, [*Lochmaben] 
And Marjorie o' the mony Loch*. [*Lochmabin] 
And Marjorie o' the money Loch*, [*Lochmabin] 

A Carlin auld and teugh: 
A Carlin auld and teugh. 

And blinkin Bess of Annandale* [*Annan] 
And blinkin Besso' Annandale* [*Annan] 

That dwelt on Solway-side; 
That dwells near Solway side, 

And Brandy Jean that took her gill* [*Kirkcudbright] 
And Whisky Jean that took her gill* [*Kirkcudbright] 
And Whisky Jean that took her gill*, [*Kirkcudbright] 

In Galloway sae wide: 
In Galloway so wide. 

And black Joan frae Crighton-peel* [*Sanquhar (Crighton 
old Castle, or Peel--] 

And auld black Joan frae Creighton Peel* [*Sanquhar] 
And auld black Joan frae Creighton peel*, [*Sanquhar] 
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O' gipsey kith and kin: 
O' gipsy kith and kin, 
O' gipsy kith and ken, 

Five wighter Carlins were na found 
Five wightier Carlins were na found 

The South Coontrie within.-
The south kintra within. 
The South kintra within. 

To send a lad to London town, 
To send a lad to Lon'on town, 

They met upon a day; 
They met upon a day, 

And mony a knight and mony a laird 
And monie a Knight and monie a Laird 

That errand fain wad gae.--
That errand fain wad gae. 

0 mony a knight and mony a laird 
O' monie a Knight and monie a Laird, 

That errand fain wad gae; 
This errand fain wad gae, 

But nae ane could their fancy please, 
0 ne'er a ane but tway .--
0' ne'er a ane but twae. 

The first ane was a belted knight, 
The first ane was a belted Knight, 

Bred of a Border band, 
Bred o' a border band, 

And he wad gae to London town, 
An' he wad gae to Lon'on town, 

Might nae man him withstand.-
Might nae man him withstand. 

And he wad do their errands wee!, 
And meikle he wad say; 
And meikle he wad say, 

And ilka ane at London Court 
And ilka ane at Lon'on court 

Wad bid to him, Gude-day! 
Wad bid to him guid day. 

The neist came in a Sodger-boy 
Then neist came in a Sodger youth, 

And spak wi' modest grace, 
And he wad gang to London town, 
And he wad gae to Lon'on town, 

If sae their pleasure was.--
If sae their pleasure was. 
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He wad ne hecht them courtly gifts, [CT 
He wad na hecht them courtly gift, [I, 3 

Nor meikle speech pretend; [CT, 1,3 
But he wad hecht an honest heart [CT, 1,3 

Wad ne'er desert his friend.-- [CT 
Wad ne'er desert his friend. [I, 3 

Now wham to chuse, and wham refuse, [CT 
Now whom to chuse and whom refuse; [I 
Now whom to choose and whom refuse; (3 

At strife thir Carlins fell; [CT 
To strife thae Carlins fell; [I, 3 

For some had Gentle Folk to please, [CT 
For some had gentle folk to please, [I, 3 

And some wad please themsel.-- [CT 
And some wad please themsel. [I, 3 

Then up spak mim-mou'd Mego' Nith, [CT 
Then out spak mim-mou'd Mego' Nith, [I 
Then out spak mim mou'd Mego' Nith, (3 

,And she spak up wi' pride, [CT 
An' she spak out wi' pride, [I, 3 

And she wad send the Sodger-lad (CT 
An' she wad send the Sodger youth, (1, 3 

Whatever might betide.-- [CT 
Whatever might betide. (1, 3 

For the Auld Gudeman o' London Court, [CT 
For the auld guidman o' Lon'on court (1, 3 

She didna care a pin; [CT 
She did not care a pin, (1, 3 

But she wad send the Sodger-lad, [CT 
But she wad send the Sodger youth (1, 3 

To greet his eldest son.-- [CT 
To greet his eldest Son. (1, 3 

Then started Bess of Annandale, [CT 
Then up sprang Besso' Annandale; [l, 3 

A deadly aith she's taen, [CT, 1,3 
That she wad vote the Border-knight, [CT 
That she would vote the border Knight, [I 
That she wad vote the border Knight, (3 

Tho' she should vote her lane.-- [CT 
Though she should vote her lane. (1 
Tho' she should vote her lane (3 

'For far-off fowls hae feathers fair, [CT 
For far off fowls hae feathers fair, [I, 3 

'And fools o' change are fain; [CT 
An' fools o' change are fain; (1, 3 
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'But I hae try'd this Border-knight, [CT 
But I hae tried the border Knight, (1, 3 

'I 'II try him yet again.'-- [CT 
I'll try him yet again. (1, 3 

Says black JOan frae Crighton-peel, [CT 
Says black Joan frae Creighton Peel, (1 
Says black Joan frae Creighton peel! (3 

A Carlin stoor and grim; [CT 
A Carlin stout and grim, (1, 3 

'The Auld Gudeman, or the Young Gudeman, [CT 
The auld guidman or young guidman, [I, 3 

'For me may sink or swim. [CT 
For me may sink or swim. (1, 3 

'For fools will prate o' Right, and Wrang, [CT 
For fools may prate o' right and wrang, (1, 3 

'While knaves laugh them to scorn; [CT 
While knaves laugh them to scorn; [l, 3 

'But the Sodger's friends hae blawn the best, [CT 
But the Sodger's friends hae blawn the best, [l, 3 

'So he shall bear the horn.' -- [CT 
Sae he shall bear the horn. (1, 3 

Then Brandy Jean spak o'er her drink, [CT 
Then whisky Jean spak o'er her drink, (1, 3 

'Ye wee! ken, kimmers a', [CT 
Ye wee! ken kimmers a', [l, 3 

'The Auld Gudeman o' London Court, [CT 
The auld guidman o' Lon'on court, (1, 3 

'His back's been at the wa': [CT 
His back's been at the wa'. (1, 3 

'And mony a friend that kiss'd his caup, [CT 
And monie a friend that kiss'd his caup, (1, 3 

'ls now a fremit wight; [CT 
Is now a frammit wight; [l, 3 

'But it's ne'er be sae wi' Brandy Jean, [CT 
But it's ne'er sae wi' whisky Jean, [l, 3 

'We'll send the Border-knight.'-- [CT 
We'll send the border Knight. [l, 3 

Then slaw rase Marjory o' the lochs, [CT 
Then slow raise Marjorie o' the Lochs, [l, 3 

And wrinkled was her brow; [CT 
And wrinkled was her brow: (1, 3 

Her ancient weed was russet-grey, [CT 
Her ancient weed was russet gray, [I, 3 

Her auld Scots heart was true.-- [CT 
Her auld Scots heart was true. [I, 3 
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'There's some Great Folk set light by me, 
There's some great folks set light by me, 

'I set as light by them; 
I set as light by them; 

'But I will send to London town 
But I will send to Lon'on town 

'Whom I lo'e beet at hame. '-
Wha I lo'e best at hame. 

So how this weighty plea may end, 
So how this weighty plea will end, 

Nae mortal wight can tell: 
Nae mortal wight can tell, 
Nae mortal wight can tell; 

God grant the king, and ilka man, 
G-d grant the King and ilka man 

May look wee! to themsel.-
May look wee! to himsel. 

The Glasgow Vennel-
A Living Working Memorial 

[CT 
[I, 3 
[CT 
[I, 3 
[CT 
[I, 3 
[CT 
[I, 3 

[CT 
[I, 3 
[CT 

[I 
[3 

[CT 
[I, 3 
[CT 
[I, 3 

Sam Gaw The statue of Burns, unveiled on Irvine Muir in 1896, depicts a thick-set figure with enigmatic expression looking towards the centre of the old Royal Burgh: the 'Poet of the People' standing on a solitary plinth wishfully yearning for the noise, bustle, the bac· chanalia of the seaport he knew. January 1984 saw in that town a memorial unveiled, doubtless dearer to his heart, a living memorial: one where people eat, sleep, indulge in the labours, pleasures and vicissitudes of life and all, even today, touched by that aura of his passing. The Glasgow Venne!, or Smiddy Bar as the poet would better know it, lovingly restored, recreates the atmosphere not only of the Flax Dressing Shop where he slaved, and his lodgings kept by his rascally partner and half-uncle Wm. Peacock, but recalls an era in Scotland's story, the crucible that formed the Poet. 
That cobbled l 8th century street reminds us of the Provost in the corner house whose son, medical student and friend later had faith enough to guarantee the Kilmarnock Edition. The building with gable to the street, home of the Burgh Fiscal, captivated by a Glasgow religious maniac of a woman, convinced of the second coming of the Lord and her passport to Heaven. He, she and their flock never saw Heaven unless being drummed out of Irvine in 1784 counted as such an incident. But their departure was recalled by the poet when passing on the song 'Bed of Sweet Roses', a 'beautiful tune to which the Buchanites aft sang their Hellish Hymns'. 
The restored Heckling House incorporates an audio-visual display of heckling, the flaxdressing craft. The actual room where Burns lodged, slept and wrote, oft-times in despair and despondency, is being set up, likewise, to be visited-where one can share the atmosphere foreign to that young countryman. The Venne! itself, through which all goods from the Port were conveyed by pack-horse the 25 miles to Glasgow, the 65,000 tons a year of coal bound from the Burgh's pits to Ireland, the linens and fine embroidered garments vying with the prolific if clandestine cargoes, mainly of grain, sometimes of Cognac, formed another major industry-THE SMUGGLING TRADE. 
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Talking Book for the Blind 

At the monthly meeting of Irvine Lasses 
Burns Club held on 3rd November 1983 
Allan Murray of the R.N.l.B. presented 
President Margaret Rae with a certificate 
to commemorate the completion of a 
talking book for the blind sponsored by the 
club. The club also received a copy of the 
book which had been recorded-James 
Barke's Song in the Green Thorn Tree. 
This was a project which had been in the 
pipeline for some time, having been first 
proposed in September 1981 as a con
tribution for the Year of the Disabled. 
Various obstacles had to be overcome, not 

least having a suitable book approved for 
recording as there was no book with any 
Robert Burns connection on the approved 
list. When James Barke's book was finally 
approved the next problem was to find two 
identical copies, as this book is now out of 
print. However, all problems finally 
solved, we were delighted to receive word 
in late summer 1983 that the book was 
completed and is now in the library for the 
blind. This is the only book with any 
reference to Robert Burns in the library 
and we hope that it will be the first of 
many. 
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MALCOLM McLEAN MAIR, 108 Tunstall Road, Sunderland, Tyne and Wear 

XVI. North West England: 
Mrs. T. G. DUNLOP, 'Dinarth,' 16 Half Edge Lane, Eccles, Manchester M30 9GJ 

XVI!. Yorkshire: 
JAMES PARNHAM, North Lane Gardens, Roundhay, Leeds LS8 2QT 
J. DAVIE, 11 Cornfield Avenue, Oakes, Huddersfield 

XVIII. North and East Midlands: 
G. W. BURNETT, 40 Brecks Lane, Rotherham, Yorkshire 
LEW W. REID, 'Lea Rig,' 152 Lea Road, Gainsborough, Lines. DN12 IAN 
Mrs. J.M. J. WALKER, 9 Heathersage Walk, Oak Tree Lane, Mansfield, 

Notts. NG1830X 
XIX. West Midlands of England: 

J. S. MORRISON, 16 Erica Avenue, Woodland Park, Bedworth, Warwickshire 
XX. South Western England: 

XXI. Wales: 
TOM RIDDOCK, 37 Newbiggin Cres., Tullibody, Alloa, Clackmannanshire 

XXII. Ireland: 
Mrs. M. SHEARER, 211 Lochside Road, Lochside, Dumfries 

XXIII. Africa: 
MURRAY S. BLAIR, 29 Glenpark Avenue, GlasgowG46 7JE 

XXIV. Australia: 
D. J. McILDOWIE, Invermay, Doune Road, Dunblane, Perthshire 
ALAN STODDART, 35 Morton Avenue, Ayr 

XXV. New Zealand: 
WILLIAM SCOTT, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada: 

Dr. J. CONNOR, 41 Indian Road, London, Ontario, Canada N6H 4A6 
D. W. OGILVIE, 'Lingerwood,' 2 Nelson Street, Dumfries DG2 9A Y 

XXVII. India: 
XXVIII. U.S.A.: 

MARVIN D. McQUEEN, Ackerman Incorporated, 123 East Fifth, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, 74103, U.S.A. 

ALAN R. BOOTH, ARINC Research Corp, 2551 Riva Road, Annapolis, Md. 
21401, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Europe: 
DAVE SMITH, 22 Cargenbridge, Troqueer, Dumfries DG2 8LW 
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SUB-COMMITTEES: 

Finance:; T. D. Mcilwraith (Convener), Mrs. M. Rennie, G. Anderson, J. Davie, A. Finlayson, J. 
Inglis, A. McArthur, D. Mclldowie, H. G. McKerrow, L. Reid and A. Train. 

Memorials: S. K. Gaw (Convener), Mrs. E. Logan, Mrs. M. Rennie, M. S. Blair, D. Burgess, H. 
Cunningham, C. Kennedy, J. Kidd, A. McArthur, R. A. B. McLaren, M. Mair, W. Morrison, W. 
Neish, C. Parr, T. Paterson, W. Scott and D. Smith. 

Literature: D. W. Ogilvie (Convener), Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. P. Thomson, G. Anderson, M. S. Blair, 
J. Davie, J. Glass, C. Kennedy, J. Kidd, G. Laing, J. Mackay, M. Mair, W. Morrison, W. Neish, J. 
Parnham, C. Parr, T. Paterson, L. Reid, W. Scott, J. Smith and A. Stoddart. 

Schools Competitions: J. Glass (Convener), Mrs. E. Dunlop, Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. S. Knight, Mrs. 
E. Logan, Mrs. P. Thomson, A. Finlayson, G. Laing, R. McLaren, W. Morrison, Mrs. M. Shearer, 
J. Smith, A. Stoddart and A. Train. 

Auditors 

Henry Brown & Co., 2 Market Lane, Kilmarnock 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
Affiliated during year 1983184 

Dan Doris, 8 Warrenpark Road, Largs, Ayrshire KA3 SEF. 
Stuart D. Murray, I Ferguson Place, Lockerbie, Dumfriesshire DOI 12 HU. 
James J. Boyd, 12023 Aspen Drive, W., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6J 2B8. 
Duncan Brown, 41 Burnbank Road, Lochside, Dumfries. 
Mrs. N. Notman, 35 Clapperton Road, Annan, Dumfriesshire. 
Mrs. M. Kelly, 23 Queensway, Annan, Oumfriesshire. 
Dr. Johnstone G. Patrick, 7920 Teasdale Court, University City St. Louis, MO 63130, USA. 
Ian Robertson, 60 Merkland Drive, Kirkintilloch, Glasgow 066 35F. 
Mrs. Jean McCall, 16 Cuillin Place, Kilmarnock. 
Mrs. J. M. Crombie, 80 Standalane, Annan, Dumfriesshire OG 12 5JN. 
Mrs. Mina Crossley, 54 Drummond Road, Annan, Dumfriesshire 0012 SAU. 
Alexander Blair, 53 Bogside Road, Ashgill, Larkhall ML9 3A? 
A. V. Bell, 24 Prospect Vale, Wallasey, Merseyside L45 6TQ. 
Rennie McOwan, 7 Williams field Ave, Stirling. 
Lt. Col. M. B. E. Young, R.C.T., H.Q. AFCENT (Logman 5) BFP028. 
Rev. Ian. G. Ramsay, The Manse, Beattock, Moffat DGIO 9R. 
Michael J. Lees, 'Harmel House', 90 Crewe Road, Haslington, Crewe, Cheshire. 
D. M. Mcfarlane, 4 Hamilton Way, Whitley Bay, Tyne& Wear. 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Johnstone, Feorlin Farms, Vineland, 2 Lorco, Ontario, Canada. 
James B. Campbell, 3 Valjean Cres., Leicester Forest East, Leicester LE3 3JW. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Nicol, 49 Hipsburn Drive, Sunderland, Tyne & Wear SR3 !TY. 
Thomas Neil, 9 Berrima Road, Roleystone, 6111, Western Australia. 
Archie MacGregor, 9 Seville Drive, 3220 US! 9 North, Clearwater, Florida 33515, USA. 
A. M. M. Johnstone, 2 Main Street, Brightons, Falkirk. 

G 



List of places at which the Annual Conference of the Council has been held. 

1885-93 Kilmarnock 1926 Perth 1959 Ayr 
1894 Glasgow 1927 Derby 1960 Glasgow 
1895 Dundee 1928 Aberdeen 1961 Dumfries 
1896 Kilmarnock 1929 Troon 1962 Durham 
1897 Greenock 1930 Greenock 1963 Stirling 
1898 Mauchline 1931 Ha wick 1964 London 
1899 Dumfries 1932 Stirling 1965 Hamilton 
1900 Kilmarnock 1933 London 1966 Troon 
1901 Glasgow 1934 Glasgow 1967 Sheffield 
1902 Greenock 1935 Ayr and 1968 Falkirk 
1903 Edinburgh Kilmarnock 1969 Southport 
1904 Stirling 1936 Elgin 1970 Arbroath 
1905 Hamilton 1937 Newcastle- 1971 Coventry 
1906 Kilmarnock upon-Tyne 1972 Aberdeen 
1907 Sunderland 1938 Dumfries 1973 Dumfries 
1908 St. Andrews 1940-46 Glasgow 1974 Edinburgh 
1909 Dunfermline 1947 Dunoon 1975 Dundee 
1910 Lanark 1948 Stirling 1976 Leeds 
1911 Glasgow 1949 Mauchline 1977 Motherwell 
1912 Carlisle 1950 Bristol 1978 Glasgow 
1913 Galashiels 1951 Montrose 1979 London, 
1915-19 Glasgow 1952 Norwich Ontario 
1920 London 1953 ·Paisley 1980 Leicester 
1921 Dunfermline 1954 Sheffield " 1981 Irvine 
1922 Birmingham 1955 Edinburgh 1982 Dumfries 
1923 Ayr 1956 Cheltenham 1983 Annapolis, USA 
1924 Dumfries 1957 Aberdeen. 
1925 Edinburgh 1958 Harrogate 

The Council did not meet in 1914 and in 1939. 
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LIST OF DISTRICTS 

I. Ayrshire-43 Clubs: 4 Members 

0 Kilmarnock 
35 Dairy 
45 Cumnock 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 

173 Irvine 
179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 
192 Ayrshire B.C. Association 
252 Alloway 
274 Troon 
275 Ayr 
310 Mauchline 
349 'Howff', Kilmarnock 
365 Catrine 
370 Dundonald 
377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 
500 New Cumnock 
593 Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
632 Symington 
664 West Kilbride 
671 S. Andrew's Cronies (Irvine) 
681 Cronies, Kilmarnock 
772 Prestwick 

773 Cumnock Cronies 
811 Logangate, Cumnock 
821 Ayr Masonic 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
900 Irvine Valley Burns Club 
908 'Brithers Be,' Kilmarnock 
920 Trysting Thorn 
931 Beith Caledonia 
933 Busbiehill 
936 Irvine Lasses 
948 Saltcoats Glencairn 
954 Newton, Ayr 
982 Garnock 
988 Darvel 
995 Drongan , 
996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 

1020 Netherthird and Craigens 
1028 Mercat Hotel, Cumnock 
1029 Kilwinning 
1039 Troon Ladies 

Secretary: Mrs. Anne Gaw, 66 Bank Street, Irvine, Ayrshire KA12 OLP 

II. Edinburgh-30 Clubs: 3 Members 

5 Ercildoune 
22 Edinburgh 
96 Jedburgh 

124 Ninety 
187 Galashiels 
198 Gorebridge 
199 Newbattle 
212 Portobello 
293 New Craighall 
307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association 
314 Edinburgh Scottish 
340 Balerno 
341 Leith 
346 Oakbank Mossgiel 
378 Edinburgh B.C. Association 

516 The Airts Burns Club 
740 Thorntree Mystic 
784 Kelso 
813 Tranent '25' 
825 Clarinda Ladies 
929 Bathgate 
942 Easthouse Miners' Welfare 
971 North Berwick 
976 Hopetoun Ladies 
979 Jewel Welfare 
992 Marchbank 
997 Eyemouth Clachan 

1011 Haddington Golf Club 
1025 Newton Lads, Midlothian 
1031 Crammond Brig 

Secretary: G. Henderson-Laing, 50 Marrionville Drive, Edinburgh EH7 6BW 
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III. Glasgow-14 Clubs: 1 Member 

7 Thistle 
9 Royalty 

33 Haggis 
36 Rosebery 
49 Bridgeton 
68 Sandyford 
72 Partick 
74 National Burns Memorial 

Cottage Homes 

169 Glasgow Burns Club 
Association 

263 Masonic 
581 Cumbernauld 
585 Queen's Park Clarinda 
612 Torrance Masonic 
642 Rutherglen 

Secretary: Scott I. Galt, 25 Cleveden Road, Glasgow G12 OPQ 

IV. Dumbarton, Argyll and Bute Shires-5 Clubs: 1 Member 

2 Alexandria 
10 Dumbarton 

580 Cumbrae 

695 Kilmarnock (Dunbartonshire) 
831 Lochgoilhead 

Secretary: T. Wilson, 111 Brucehill Road, Dumbarton G82 4ER 

V. Fife-11Clubs:1 Member 

13 St. Andrews 
62 Cupar 
85 Dunfermline 

350 Markinch 
688 Poosie Nansie Ladies, Kirkcaldy 
768 Auchterderran Jolly Beggars 

Secretary: 

803 Bowhill People's Club 
967 Earlsferry 

1013 Balmullo Burns Club 
1014 Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
1040 Cowdenbeath 

VI. Lanarkshire-21 Clubs: 2 Members 

20 Airdrie 
133 Newarthill 
152 Hamilton 
237 Uddingston Masonic 
348 Newton Bonnie Jean 
356 Burnbank Masonic 
387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 
392 Whifflet 
494 Motherwell United Services 
520 Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 

637 Millheugh 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 
810 Thirty-seven Burns Club 
889 Strathclyde Motherwell 
907 Stonehouse Burns Club 
937 East Kilbride 
939 Griffin 
949 Fir Park Club 
961 Larkhall 
973 Salsburgh Miners 

Secretary: Thomas N. Paterson, 90 Branchelfield Drive, Wishaw, Lanarkshire 

VII. 

239 Hawick 
839 Coldstream 
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Mid and East Lothians and Borders-3 Clubs: 1 Member 

1003 Whiteadder 
1026 Duns Burns Club 



IX. Renfrewshire-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

21 Greenock 
48 Paisley 
59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

430 Gourock 
472 Renfrewshire B.C.A. 

576 Fort Matilda 
748 Ouplaymuir 
944 Alamo, Paisley 

1034 Kilbarchan 

Secretary: Robert Miller, F. S.A.Scot., 11 Murdieston Street, Greeno ck PA 15 

X. Stirling, Clackmannan and West Perth Shires-29 Clubs: 3 Members 

4 Callander 
37 Dollar 
50 Stirling 

116 Greenloaning 
126 Falkirk 
426 Sauchie 
469 Denny Cross 
503 Dunblane 
510 I.C.I. Grangemouth 
543 Abbey Craig 
630 Coalsnaughton 
646 Clear Winding Devon, Alva 
657 Fallin Burns Club 
665 Gartmorn Ladies 
725 Ben Cleuch, Tilllicoultry 

769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 
824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 

Perth sire 
850 Dollar Masonic 
865 Forester Arms 
895 Westerton Burns Club 
902 Newmarket Burns Club 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 
923 Old Manor Burns Club 
925 Laurieston 
930 Wheatsheaf, Falkirk 
935 Torbrex, Stirling 
993 Cambusbarron 

1000 United Glass 
1022 Blane Valley 

Secretary: Alex. B. Mciver, Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

XI. Tayside Regional Area-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

14 Dundee 
26 Perth 
42 Strathearn 
82 Arbroath 

242 Montrose 

360 Lochee, Dundee 
627 Kinross 
955 Gartwhinzean 

1019 Rumbling Bridge 

Secretary: Frank Curran, 250 Rosemount Road, Dundee DD2 3TG 

40 Aberdeen 
149 Elgin 

XII. 

336 Peterhead 
403 Fraserburgh 
458 Stonehaven 
470 St. Giles (Elgin) 
691 Inverness 

Northern Scottish Counties-12 Clubs: 1 Member 

698 Turriff 
723 Strathpeffer 
733 Aberdeen Study Circle 
897 Glenbervie 
921 Northern Scottish Counties 

Association 

Secretary: Miss Ethel Hall, 3 St. Mary's Place, Aberdeen ABl 2HL 
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XIII Southern Scottish Counties-24 Clubs: 2 Members 

112 Dumfries Howff 
217 Eskdale 
226 Dumfries 
323 Kirkcudbright 
393 Annan Ladies 
401 Brig-En' (Waverley) 
437 Dumfries Ladies 
530 Southern Scottish Counties B.C.A. 
536 Whithorn 
562 Castle Douglas 
589 Solway 
626 Moffat and District 

629 Sanquhar 
660 The Langholm Ladies 
693 Masonic, Kirkcudbright 
730 Wigtown 
818 Dalbeattie and District 
916 Hole I' the Wa' Burns Club 
924 S.C.T.A. 
926 Rosamond 
985 New Galloway 
990 Auldgirth 
999 Dumfries Round Table 

1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 
Secretary: Mrs. M. Shearer, 211 Lochside Road, Dumfries DG2 OEH 

XIV. London and South-Eastern England-8 Clubs: 1 Member 

1 Burns Club of London 
492 Harrow Cal. Society 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. Cal. Soc. 
719 Chelmsford and District Scottish 

· Society 

743 Romford Scottish Association 
918 Dover and East Kent 
952 Guildford 

1032 Croydon 

Secretary: W. A. D. Neish, 66 Galbraith Avenue, Milngavie, Glasgow G62 6E 

XV. North-Eastern England-9 Clubs: 1 Member 

89 Sunderland 
158 Darlington 
534 Bedlington and District 
696 Whitley Bay 
699 Choppington 
744 Durham and District Cal. Society 

745 Northumberland and Durham 
Cal. Society 

898 Peterlee and District Cal. 
Society 

1030 Darlington Gaelic Soc. 

Secretary: A. S. Thomson, 26 The Gardens, Monkseaton, Whitley Bay 

XVI. North-Western England-15 Clubs: 2 Members 

95 Bolton 
236 Whitehaven 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's Society 
366 Liverpool 
417 Burnley and District 
436 Walney Jolly Beggars Ladies 
572 Chester Cal. Association 
618 Altrincham and Sale Cal. Society 
753 Westmorland St. Andrew 

Society 

754 Thornton Cleveleys and District 
Scottish Society 

834 St. Andrews Society 
(Altrincham, Sale and Dist.) 

956 Nantwich and Dist. Scot. Society 
989 Holt Hill 

1008 Caledonian Soc. ofW. Cumberland 
1016 Leyland and District Burns Society 

Secretary: Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 Gorses Mount, D'Arcy Lever, Bolton, Lanes. 
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XVII. Yorkshire-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

405 Sheffield 
454 Rotherham 
548 Leeds Cal. Society 
551 Scarborough Cal. Society 
555 Harrowgate St. Andrew's Soc. 
556 Doncaster 
718 St. Andrew Society of York 
763 Wakefield Cal. Society 
808 Pontefract and Dist. Cal. Society 

812 Bradford St. Andrew's Society 
880 Otley and District 
894 Beverley and District 
943 Humberside Burns Society 
945 Kirklees Highland Society 
969 Huddersfield St. Andrew 
972 Don Valley Caledonian Society 
987 Hull 

1023 Skipton and District 

Secretary: Ron Aitken, 5 Foss Avenue, Wetherby, West Yorks LS22 4YL 

XVIII. North and East Midlands of England-21 Clubs: 2 Members 

11 Chesterfield Cal. Society 
17 Nottingham 
55 Derby 

329 Newark and District 
439 Barnsley Scottish Society 
461 Leicester Cal. Society 
563 Norfolk 
606 Corby 
706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
720 Retford Cal. Society 
822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. Society 
861 Cal. Society of Lincoln 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 
Association 

866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. Society 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 
878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
887 Gainsborough District 
917 Scottish Presidents' Association 
922 Clumber Burns Club 
963 Cotgrave 

1015 Maltby 
1037 Grimsby and Cleethorpes 

Secretary: G. Irvine, 'Ulvescroft,' 67 Bonet Lane, Brinsworth, Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
5NF 

XIX. West Midlands of England-7 Clubs: 1 Member 

167 Birmingham 
296 Walsall 
559 Coventry Cal. Society 
661 Leamington and Warwick Cal. 

Society 

683 Stratford upon Avon and 
District Cal. Society 

777 Nuneaton Scottish Society 
845 Tam o' Shanter, Coventry 

1036 West Midlands 

Secretary: A. M. McDowall, 5 Fairways Close, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9BH 

XX. South-Western England-7Clubs:1 Member 

120 Bristol 
446 Herefordshire 
462 Cheltenham Scottish Society 
535 Plymouth and Dist. Cal. Society 

721 Plymouth Burns Club 
791 Swindon and District 
951 Birnbeck, Weston-super-Mare 

Secretary: James Graham, 27 Collum End Rise, Cheltenham GL53 OPA 

XXI. Wales-2 Clubs: 1 Member 

444 Swansea and West Wales 940 Pembrokeshire Cal. Society 
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XXII. Ireland-3 Clubs: 1 Member 

15 Belfast 
1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 

1018 East Antrim Burns Association 

XXIII. Africa-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

896 Sierra Leone 
934 Manama Caledonian Society 

962 Pretoria Caledonian Society 
964 Gambia Caledonian Society 

XXIV. Australia-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

511 Perth 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 
566 Scottish Soc. and Burns Club 

of Australia 
711 Victorian Scottish Union 
726 Melbourne 
864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 
874 Melbourne Masonic 
882 Canberra Highland Society 
890 Wollongon Burns Society 
914 Ipswich and West Moreton 

919 Orange and District 
950 Drumoyne 
965 Royal Cal. Society of S. Australia 
968 Warrnambool and Dist. Cal. Society 
978 Whyalla 
984 MacQuarie Stewart 
991 Cabra Vale 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 
1027 Scottish Australian Heritage Council 
1038 Brisbane 

XXV. New Zealand-4 Clubs: 1 Member 

69 Dunedin 
851 Auckland Burns Association 

860 Southland Burns Club 
915 Canterbury Burns Club 

Secretary: William Scott, 'Oakfield,' Ayr Road, Larkhall, Lanarkshire 

XXVI. Canada-18 Clubs: 2 Members 

197 Winnipeg 
303 Victoria (B.C.) St. Andrew's 

Society 
501 Galt 
561 London (Ontario) 
571 Edmonton Burns Club 
710 Toronto 
841 Robert Burns Association of 

Montreal 
842 Ye Bonny Doon, Hamilton, 

Ontario 
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888 Vancouver Burns Club 
893 North Bay B.C., Ontario 
927 Tarbolton Club, Edmonton 
946 Calgary 
957 Ottawa 
974 Elliot Lake 
980 Niagara Falls 
983 Montreal General Hospital 

1009 Edmonton Scottish Soc. 
1012 Edmonton Dundonald Burns Club 



220 St. Louis 
238 Atlanta 
284 Philadelphia 
701 Detroit 
870 Massachusetts 
941 San Diego 
958 Toledo 

XXVIII. U .S.A.-16 Clubs: 2 Members 

981 Berkshire, Mass. 
986 Annapolis 
994 Midlands, Columbia 

1001 Mystic Highland Pipe Band 
1006 St. Andrews Soc. of Mexico 
1007 Rhode Island 

966 Clan Rose Soc. of America 
978 Dickeyville 

1017 Southwick Burns Club 
1035 Kansas City 

Secretary: Alan Booth, 2251 Riva Road, Annapolis, Maryland, U.S.A. 

XXIX. Near and Middle East-1 Club: 1 Member 

959 Bangkok St. Andrew Society 
1020 Kuwait Caledonians 

1033 Java St. Andrew Soc. 

XXX. Europe-1Club:1 Member 

727 The St. Andrew Society of Denmark 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Clubs represented: 

St. John's College, 
Annapolis, 
Maryland, 
U.S.A. 
20th August, 1983. 

0 Kilmarnock (3), 1 London (3), 21 Greenock (2), 37 Dollar (3), 40 Aberdeen (!), 82 Arbroath (1), 89 
Sunderland (2), 95 Bolton (3), 169 Glasgow & District Association (1), 173 Irvine (2), 192 Ayrshire 
Association (2), 197 Winnipeg (2), 252 Alloway (1), 263 Glasgow Masonic (1), 274 Troon (1), 275 Ayr 
(!), 307 Edinburgh Ayrshire Association (!), 314 Edinburgh Scottish (1), 336 Peterhead (!), 349 
Kilmarnock Howff (1), 360 Lochee, Dundee (2), 366 Liverpool (3), 393 Annan (3), Galt (3), 530 
Southern Scottish Counties (2), 556 Doncaster (1), 561 London Ontario (2), 566 Scottish Society and 
Burns Club of Australia (1), 578 Lanarkshire Association (2), 627 Kinross (2), 630 Coalsnaughton (2), 
701 Detroit (3), 710 Toronto (1), 763 Wakefield (3), 842 Hamilton, Ontario (3), 845 Coventry Tam o' 
Shanter (3), 917 Scottish Presidents Association (1), 936 Irvine Lasses (2), 939 Griffin (3), 941 San 
Diego (2), 980 Niagara Falls (3), 986 Annapolis (3), 100 U .G. Jolly Beggars (2), 1007 Rhode Island (3), 
1018 East Antrim (1). Executive (12). 

The President, Mr. George Anderson, welcomed the members to the first Annual Conference of the 
Burns Federation to be held in U .S.A. 

Apologies for absence and greetings had been received from Mrs. Jane Burgoyne, Mrs. A. 
Vallance, Mrs. M. Rennie, Mrs. A. Gaw, Mrs. B. Kirkland, Messrs. W. A. Anderson, H. G. 
McKerrow, D. W. Ogilvie, J. Glass, J. A. Mackay, A. Train, G. M. Mackley, H. G. Bews and the 
President and Members of Sheffield Caledonian Society. 
Minutes 

With the addition of 3 delegates from the Detroit Burns Club to the clubs represented, adoption of 
the Minute of the Conference of the Council held in the Assembly Hall, Dumfries, on !Ith Sep
tember, 1982, was moved by Mr. John Smith, U.G. Jolly Beggars, and seconded by Mr. George 
Mudie, Coventry Tam o' Shanter. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 
In Mr. W. Anderson's absence, Mr. George Anderson presented the Secretary's Report. The report 

noted that many of the Federation's stalwarts had been forced by ill health to play a less active part, 
that the Federation was operating in a changing society and that resources were no longer meeting the 
increased demands being made on them. This situation presented an opportunity to produce a more 
forceful and effective organisation which could better meet the Federation's objectives-an op
portunity which would be missed at the Federation's peril. The wisdom and experience of our 
stalwarts, allied to the drive of our newer members, could change the Federation's outlook and 
relevance. Only in this way could the Federation prosper, indeed perhaps it was only in this way that 
the Federation could survive. 

Mr. G. Anderson said changes were stimulating and better days lay ahead. He had every confidence 
that the Burns Federation would become a more stable organisation and more international in its 
outlook. 

The membership figures were as follows: 
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Number of Clubs on the Roll of the Federation as at October 1982 

Disbanded, resigned 
187 Galashiels Burns Club 
626 Moffat & District Burns Club 
637 Millheugh Burns Club 
759 Sunderland & District Caledonian Society 
746 Grimsby & District Caledonian Society 
860 Southland Burns Club, New Zealand 
892 Ayrshire Metal Products 
947 John Cairney Burns Club 
970 Dairy Bowling Club Burns Club 
988 Darvel Burns Club 
997 Holland (Lines) Caledonian Society 

Affiliated during year 
1017 Southwick Burns Club 
1018 East Antrim Burns Association 
1019 Rumbling Bridge Burns Club 
1020 Netherthird & Craigens Burns Club 
1021 Kuwait Caledonians 
1022 Blane Valley Burns Club 
1023 Ski pt on & District Caledonian Society 
1024 North American Association of Federated Burnsians 
1025 Newton Lads Burns Club, Midlothian 
1026 Duns Burns Club 
1027 Scottish Australian Heritage Council 
1028 Mercat Hotel Burns Club 

Re-affiliated 
774 Gloucester Scottish Society 

Number of Clubs on Roll at October 1983 

Number of Associate Members on Roll of Federation at October 1982 
Removed from Roll 

Affiliated during year 

During the year the following Executive Meetings had been held: 
November 1982 Kilmarnock in the Dick Institute 
March 1983 Irvine Burns Club as their guests, hosted by Anne Gaw 
June 1983 Kilmarnock as the guests of Kilmarnock & Loudoun District Council 

354 

13 

341 

12 

354 

167 
11 

156 
12 

168 

Adoption of the secretary's report was moved by Mr. Alex Mciver, seconded by Mrs. Young of 
Wakefield. 

Dr. J. Connor, London, Ontario, pointed out the 40,000 or so people associated with the 
Federation through clubs, were averaging a contribution of less than 5p per annum for the honour of 
being members associated with this worldwide organisation. He suggested the Executive Committee 
consider a levy of $1 or 50p being put on all club members to meet the immediate needs of the 
Federation. This suggestion was noted. 
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND 
lstMay, 1982to 

INCOME 

Annual Subscriptions: 
Current .......................................................... . 
Arrears .......................................................... . 
Advance ......................................................... . 
Associate Members .................................................. . 

Affiliation Fees ...................................................... . 
Diplomas ........................................................... . 
Badges ............................................................. . 
Burns Check ........................................................ . 
Maps ................................. ······························ 
Bookmarks ......................................................... . 
Donations .......................................................... . 
Quaich ............................................................ . 
Scroll .............................................................. . 
200Club ........................................................... . 
Statues ............................................................ . 
Vignettes ........................................................... . 
Cassettes ........................................................... . 
Declaration of Arbroath ............................................... . 
Miscellaneous ....................................................... . 
Post. .............................................................. . 
Transfer from Reserve Fund ...................................... , ..... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 
Administration-Central & Literature Funds .......................•......... 
Overspent at 30/ 4/83 .................................................. . 

Balance at 1/5/83 .................................................... . 
£24,650 Funding Loan 1993 (at cost) ...................................... . 
Transfer from A. Wilson Fund: 

£700 9% Treasury Stock 1992/96 at cost ................................. . 
Transfer from A. Wilson Fund .......................................... . 
Exchange of investment. ............................................... . 
Burns Chronicle: 

Sales to members ................................................... . 
Sales to Trade & Individuals ........................................... . 
Advertising ....................................................... . 

Sales 
A Scots Kist . ...................................................... . 
A Scots Handsel . ................................................... . 
Bairnsangs . ....................................................... . 
Burns Federation Song Book ...................... : ................... . 
Gourdie's Book .................................................... . 
Other Books ...................................................... . 

Royalty-A Scots Kist . ................................................ . 
Donations-To Schools Competitions ..................................... . 

To Literature Fund ......................................... . 
Tax Rebate ......................................................... . 
Clement Wilson Foundation (for Song Book) ............................... . 
Interest on Stock ..................................................... . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............ 1 ................................ . Transfer from Central Fund ............ 1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

108 

ai7'7 · • .-..,,. .. - ...... --~-·--------------------

ORDINARY 

£2,350.16 
215.00 
159.05 
686.49 

12.00 
13.60 

217.05 
269.89 

3.30 
27.75 
93.89 

211.20 
2.00 

735.00 
12.95 

-.16 
18.98 
1.50 
-.50 

132.43 
1,956.27 

4.65 
200.00 

2,301.78 

£9,625.60 

SCOTIISH 

£29.38 
17,305.90 

509.87 
79.52 

2,587.47 

3,107.38 
356.95 
964.00 

87.19 
69.00 
63.44 
79.30 
13.65 

238.29 
118.77 

8.00 
25.00 

443.70 
350.00 

1,213.95 
31.55 

600.00 

£28,282.31 



EXPENDITURE FOR THE PERIOD 
30th April, 1983 

FUND 
EXPENDITURE 

Overspent at 1/5/82 .................................................. . 
Salary & National Insurance ............................................ . 
Post. .............................................................. . 
Stationery & Printing .........................•.................. : ..... . 
Bank Charges ....................................................... . 
Wreaths ............................................................ . 
Burns Check ......................•.•.•....•......•...•.............. 
Expenses of Meetings ................................................. . 
Secretary's Expenses ............................... , .................. . 
Quaich ............................................................ . 
Bookmarks ................................•......................... 
Insurance ............................................•.............. 
Church Records .............................•......................... 
Cassettes ........................................................... . 
Officials Allowances 1980/81, 1981/82 .................................... . 
Publicity .................................................•.......... 
Badges ............................................................. . 
Statues ............................................................ . 
Audit. ................................................... , ......... . 

LITERATURE FUND 

Burns Chronicle: 
Printing .......................................................... . 
Editor's Allowances & VAT ........................................... . 

Editor's Expenses .................................................... . 
Scho~Is. Competitions: 

Prmtmg ..........•........ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Expenses ............................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Burn.s F.ederation Song Book 
Prmtmg ............................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

Purchase of Books 
A Scots Kist . ...................................................... · 
A Scots Handset. ................................................... . 
Bairnsangs . ........................................ · · · · · · · · · · · . · . · · 
Other Books ..... , ................................... · ·. · ........ · · 

Administration ............................ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Balance at 30/ 4/83 .................................... · · · · · · · · · · · ... · · 
National Savings Income Bond .......................................... . 
800 Funding 60Jo LN 1993 (at cost) ........................................ . 

£1,956.27 
4,823.97 

977.74 
275.56 

72.02 
48.65 

386.91 
10.00 
ro.oo 

175.75 
52.90 
57.13 
8.00 
7.98 

200.00 
20.00 

322.22 
9.50 

161.00 

£9,625.60 

£4,895.00 
575.00 

89.63 

1,008.29 
345.83 

380.00 

73.12 
56.88 
46.54 

165.63 
100.00 

0.04 
20,000.00 

546.35 

£28,282.31 

109 

J 



Balance at 1/5/82 .................................................... . 
£16,480 Funding Loan 1993 (at cost) .................................... . 

Exchange of Investment ............................................... . 
Tax Rebate ......................................................... . 
Ayrshire Association for Kirkoswald ...................................... . 
Interest on Investments ................................................ . 
Bank Interest. ....................................................... . 

CENTRAL 

£510.74 
11,575.85 
1,194.77 

296.64 
100.00 
437.80 
23.34 

£14,139.14 

CENTRAL FUND-

Balance at 1/5/82 .................................................... . 
Donations .......................................................... . 
Interest ............................................................ . 

Balance at 1/5/82 .................................................... . 
Irvine Conference Surplus .............................................. . 
Dumfries Conference Surplus ........................................... . 
Annapolis Conference ................................................. . 
Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ . 
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£22,229.80 
1,250.36 
2,237.95 

£25,718.11 

RESERVE 

£4.37 
1,360.13 
3,911.98 

28,512.00 
40.99 

£33,829.47 
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FUND 

Maintenance of Memorials: 
Kirkoswald ....................................................... . 
Glenbervie ........................................................ . 
Mauchline Churchyard .............................................. . 

Administration ...................................................... . 
Transfer to Literature Fund ............................................. . 
Balance at 30/ 4/83 ................................................... . 
£7 ,600 8 Y. % Treasury Stock 1987 /90 ..................................... . 
£6,000 National Savings Income Bonds .................................... . 

ST. GILES' RESTORATION APPEAL 

Interim payment to St. Giles' ............................................ . 
Corporation Tax ..................................................... . 
Balance at 30/ 4/83 ................................................... . 

FUND 

Expenses of Conferences: 
London .......................................................... . 
Annapolis ........................................................ . 

Transfer to Ordinary Fund ............................................. . 
Corporation Tax ..................................................... . 
Balance at 30/ 4/83 ................................................... . 

£200.00 
100.00 
59.23 

100.00 
600.00 
373.91 

6,706.00 
6,000.00 

£14,139.14 

£3,909.90 
700.00 

21,108.21 

£25,718.11 

£813.90 
28,755.60 

1,956.27 
58.80 

2,244.90 

£33,829.47 
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ANDERSON 

Balance at 1/5/82 . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . . £44.03 

£700 9% Treasury Stock 1992/96 (at cost) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 509.87 

Interest on Deposit Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3.99 

Interest on Stock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . 31.50 

£589.39 

GENERAL 

Balance at 1/5/82 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . 161.61 

Jean Armour Burns Houses: 

Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.00 

Conference Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . 364.00 

Interest on Deposit Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 
1.22 

£547.83 

JOCKDYALL 

£1,500 8 y, OJo Treasury Stock 1984/86 (at cost) ............................... . 

Interest on Stock .........................•.............•......•...••.. 

Balance at 1/5/82 ..............................................
...... . 

£1, 100 9V.. OJo Treasury Stock 1983 (at cost) ................................. . 

Transfer from J. Dyal! Bequest .................................••........ 

Interest on Stock ..............................................
....... . 

Interest on Deposit Account ............................................ .
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£1,475.57 
89.26 

£1,564.83 

OVERSEAS 

£481.80 
1,026.04 

89.26 
71.24 
31.32 

£1,699.66 



WILSON FUND 

Transfer to Literature Fund ............................................. . 

APPEALS FUND 

Paid to National Memorial & Cottage Homes ............................... . 
Paid to Jean Armour Burns Houses ....................................... . 
Balance at 30/4/83 ................................................... . 

BEQUEST 

Transfer to Visits Fund ................................................ . 
£1,500 8 Yi% Treasury Stock 1984/86 (at cost) ............................... . 

VISITS FUND 

Balance at 30/ 4/83 ................................................... . 
£1,100 9V. % Treasury Stock 1983 (at cost) ................................ . 

H 

£589.39 

£589.39 

40.00 
£498.00 

9.83 

£547.83 

£89.26 
1,475.57 

£1,564.83 

£673.62 
1,026.04 

£1,699.66 
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FINANCE REPORT 
Mr. T. Mcilwraith presented the financial statement in detail and explained the position at the end of 
the financial year. He drew the Council's attention to the fact that the capital in the Literature and 
Central Funds had been re-invested to increase the yield. 

He thanked Mr. Train for his work in the running the '200 Club' and encouraged members to 
participate. 

He concluded his report with a plea to members to support the work of the Burns Federation. 

SCOTTISH LITERATURE COMMITTEE & EDITOR'S REPORT 
In the absence of Mr. Ogilvie and Mr. Mackay, Mr. John Inglis was asked to present the reports. 

The work and deliberations of the Scottish Literature Committee has been affected by the current 
financial situation. Despite a healthy contribution to the Federation funds from the Dumfries 
Conference, only a little money is available for publishing and re-printing. 

All was not gloom, however, and we have managed to bring out a new edition of 'Bairnsangs', 
widely utilised in Scottish primary schools and regularly used in the Schools Competitions. By the 
generosity of the Clement Wilson Foundation, and the good offices of local Burnsians who drew the 
venture to their attention, the Burns Federation Song Book has also been reprinted. We wish to record 
our thanks to those involved. It demonstrates how personal contacts at local level can often be very 
useful. 

The publication of the 'Burns Chronicle' has been our main remit and we are happy with the way 
the 1983 volume had been received, with much favourable comment. As always, we are greatly in· 
debted to the Hon. Editor, Jim Mackay whose professionalism is obvious throughout the publication. 
The Federation is very fortunate in having an editor of his calibre. 

The Committee made their annual plea to all concerned to adhere to deadlines, submit or encourage 
the submission of possible material-for young Burnsians as well as adult readers-and seek out 
advertisers. Of particular interest, are photographs and text for the 'Personality Parade', feature. 
These sell-or should sell-the publication. 

The Committee had deliberated on the rather disappointing level of 'Chronicle' sales, with almost 
600 of the 1983 volume unsold in May, out of 2, 700 published. The general balance of material was 
also discussed, with the editor including articles on many aspects of Burns as well as 'house' and 
directory items giving details of the Federation at all levels. In some ways the 'Chronicle' is a 'house 
magazine' and for that reason our sales within the movement should be much higher. So again we 
plead with all club and district officials, to make every effort to increase sales. It is imperative that an 
international organisation of our standing should be able to produce such a journal. Regarding the 
'Chronicle's' price, the Committee had been forced to change its policy of requiring that it pays its 
way. With escalating printing costs they feared this would have been counter-productive regarding 
sales. The Committee, however, as well as the full Executive, would continue to give serious con· 
sideration to this issue. Any comments about the 'Chronicle', and any aspects of the Committee's 
wide remit, would be most welcome. 

It is still our intention to produce a Federation Centenary book in 1985 for which Jim Mackay was 
seeking suitable material. 

A busy Jim had also prepared the text of an updated Federation leaflet. It was hoped to leave such 
leaflets at major Burns centres, and issue them to clubs and districts aiming particularly to publicise 
our movement, taking into it new as well as established clubs. 

Members were also asked to make any book purchase when possible, from Federation 
headquarters, as these helped to boost the income. Postage and carriage charges are very expensive 
but district representatives were always happy to collect such orders on behalf of clubs. 

National sales of 'A Scots Kist' and 'A Scots Handsel' on which the Federation received royalties, 
continued to give satisfaction and despite rising prices, served a well-defined need. 

There has been no further news of the reprint of Reid's 1889 'Concordance', but we all await with 
considerable interest, the publication of a definitive work on the Bard's letters. This would be the 
result of much research at Duke University, North Carolina. 

In the wider field of Scottish literature significant books have been published recently by Scottish 
authors Alastair Gray and William Mcllvanney, while the 150th anniversary of Sir Walter Scott's 
death (September 21, 1982) had stimulated considerable interest. 
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Other items noted by the Committee were a particularly fine radio adaptation of 'Confessions of a 
Justified Sinner' by James Hogg ('The Ettrick Shepherd'), and a very successful film 'Local Hero' 
with script written by Scottish film director Bill Forsyth. His other major successes were 'Chariots of 
Fire' and 'Gregory's Girl'. 

The Convener of the Literature Committee had asked Mr. Inglis to express his thanks to his 
Committee Members, Federation Secretary and Assistant Secretary for enthusiastic assistance, en
couragement and guidance, and his disappointment at being unable to give the report in person. 

Adoption of the Scottish Literature Committee Report was moved by Tom Milne, Galt Burns Club 
and seconded by Mr. Peter Crammond, London Burns Club. 

SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS COMMITTEE REPORT 

Mr. Alan Stoddart read the following report prepared by Mr. James Glass, Convener of the Schools 
Competitions Committee: 

'The enthusiasm of school staffs and of pupils for the Burns Federation Schools Competitions does 
not appear to have been dampened by the financial stringency and the frustrating difficulties most 
schools have to cope with at present. As expected, the steady downward trend of the schools 
population is reflected in the drop in the number of competitors, but it is gratifying to be able to 
report that twenty-seven additional schools competed this year, giving a grand total of seven hundred 
and fifty six, the highest for many years. 

'There is still a very healthy response from schools in the Scottish literature (Written) section, and a 
most hopeful development is an increase of seven hundred competitors in the Scottish Music (In
strumental) section. 

'The volume of correspondence continues to grow, with the predistable rush of last-minute requests 
for merit certificates and test papers. The co-operation of Head Teachers and their Staffs is vital to 
the success of the Competitions, and the Executive is grateful for the large measure of support so 
freely given. Two letters from Head Teachers demonstrate clearly the enthusiasm and dedication with 
which they approach the task of ensuring that the pupils are made aware of their Scottish literary 
heritage. One Head Teacher from Orkney praises the Federation for the effort put into the 
organisation of the Competitions and adds, "I've made use of this excellent scheme for several years 
in the Highlands, and find it gratifying to feel that one is contributing at least partially to stemming 
the increasing neglect of Scottish literature. The certificates in particular provide a tremendous in
centive to the children and much pride is taken in their ownership." Another from Portpatrick, 
Wigtownshire writes, "January is always brightened by preparation for the competitions and, apart 
from lessons at school, I know that families at home enjoy hearing the bairns practise their 
recitation".' 

STATISTICS 
Recitation 

98,095 

Scottish Literature Singing Accompanying 
(Written) 

15,079 22,240 581 
Total number of competitors 
No. of Competing Schools: 
No. of Certificates Awarded: 

ART COMPETITION 

Scottish 
Music 
3,617 
147,273 

756 
12,242. 

The 1983 Art Competition was well supported, 751 entries 
being received from Primary Schools and 53 from Secondary 
Schools. The high standard of previous years was maintained, 
and several of the paintings submitted showed considerable 
artistic potential. Book tokens were given to the prize-winners 
and merit certificates awarded to those pupils whose work 
reached the required standard. 

Individual 
Project Work 

7,661 
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Prizewinners 
lst Steven Smith 
2nd Kathryn Kennedy 
3rd Thomas McEwan 
4th Natalie Taylor 
5th Lesley Stephen 

Commended 
Arlene Boyd 
Victoria Brown 
Karena Clark 
Kevin Green 
Clare McLauchlan 
Iain Smith 

Prize- Winners 
lst Moraig McGeachan 
2nd Gregor McPherson 
3rd Carol Peacock 
4th Kathleen Gibson 
5th Christine McLagan 

Commended 
Sandra Cross 
David Holt 

Primary Schools 
Longhaugh Primary School, Dundee 
Falkland Primary School, Falkland, Ladybank 
Whitelees Primary School, Cumbernauld 
George Watson's College, Edinburgh 
Kincardine O'Neil Primary School, Aberdeenshire 

Dean Primary School, Balerno, Edinburgh 
George Watson's College, Edinburgh 
Hill Primary School, Blairgowrie 
King's Road Primary School, Rosyth, Dunfermline 
Longforgan Primary School, Longforgan 
Wellbrae Primary School, Forfar 

Secondary Schools 
Bannerman High School, Baillieston, Glasgow 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do. 

Interesting reports are regularly received from a number of Burns Clubs and Associations giving 
details of their efforts to keep alive the Scottish tongue by organising local competitions or concerts, 
providing prizes for the Federation Schools Competition winners, acting as adjudicators, etc. Several 
have managed to secure press coverage in the local newspaper, and this is a practice to be encouraged. 
It is certain however that a great deal of this vital work goes unreported, and an appeal is made to the 
Hon. Secretaries of Burns Clubs to send in a brief summary of their activities in this field. 

The Federation Executive is grateful to the following for their co-operation which is much ap
preciated. 

A' the Airts Burns Club Stonehouse, Airdrie Burns Club, Alloway Burns Club Ayr Burns Club, 
Allan ton Jolly Beggars' Burns Club, Busbiehill Burns Club, Dumfries Burns Howff Club, Gorebridge 
Burns Club, Inverness Burns Club, Irvine Lasses Burns Club, Edinburgh District Burns Clubs 
Association, Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs, Larkhall Burns Club, Southern Scottish 
Counties Burns Association, Strathclyde Bonnie Jean Burns Club, Symington Burns Club. 

In conclusion I should like to thank the President, The Hon. Secretary, the Assistant Hon. 
Secretary and the members of the Schools Committee for their helpful advice and assistance. 

Mr. Stoddart added that the Federation had been interested to hear of Burns Competitions being 
held in Australia and USA. 

In moving adoption of the report Mr. Gowans, Dundee, said his club maintained personal contact 
with schools and he felt every club should be doing likewise. Dr. J. Conner seconded. 

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 
Mr. Sam Gaw, Convener of the Memorials Committee, referred to the historical links between that 

part of the USA and Scotland and Robert Burns' comments on happenings in America in his day. 
He commented on the formation of Area Tourist Boards where in partnership, tourist trade people 

had joined the local Authorities to promote their area. With our National Bard figuring prominently 
in tourism this should be good for our Association. This professional interest in tourist attractions 
must increase awareness of the haunts of Robert Burns. 

He continued his report on Memorials as follows:-
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Fai/ford: the surroundings of the Monument, that sacred grove where Burns bade fareweel to 
Highland Mary, had degenerated into a rubble tip and scrapyard. Having prepared a scheme for its 
restoration and securing the promise of support from the Manpower Services Commission of 
Strathclyde, he was pleased to say that Kyle & Carrick (Ayrshire & The Burns Country) Councillors, 
in whose ownership it lies, will progress with his suggested scheme. 

Kirkoswald: the Federation and Ayrshire Association last year gave £200 to help with the restoration 
of Robert Burns' maternal ancestor's grave. Provost Boyle of Kyle & Carrick has agreed to expedite 
this work. 

Depite the rough ride, like Meg, I am sure the new Ayrshire & The Burns Country Tourist Board 
will make the keystane of the Brig this summer. 

Kilmarnock & Loudoun and Cumnock & Doon Valley have formed a joint Board to co-ordinate 
their tourism responsibilities. Sadly their first report showed the closure of two premier National 
Monuments-The Kay Park Monument in Kilmarnock, a totem for our Federation, and the National 
Monument Tower at Mauchline have had to be closed to the public because of shortage of funds-the 
:lassical Catch 22 situation. 

Dumfries: their District Council has assumed responsibility for the Burns House and propose in the 
near future to transfer documents and memorablia to the Town Mill, enabling the Burns House 
Museum to be set as a period house. 

Irvine: the Heckling Shop has been fully restored. Some tenants are now enjoying the refurbished 
houses in the Glasgow Venne! and the whole project, including the lodging house, will be officially 
opened in January-a fitting start to 'Heritage Year' and some good news for a change. 

St. Giles': Briedfoord, the artist, is proceeding quickly with his design patterns and soon the task of 
the glass workers will commence. An extremely distorted view by a snakin' interviewer was presented 
on BBC Television recently but even the presentation of the design-disjointed and distorted-evoked 
little unfavourable comment. The initial cheque for the target figure, £25,000, has been presented by 
the Federation to the St. Gile's Kirk Restoration Committee. Additional funds are still urgently 
required. The window, on completion, will, like the Poet himself, let a lot of licht into the auld kirk. 
This monument will become something to be very proud of and will be a credit to the name of the 
Burns Federation. 

Harvieston: to mark the anniversary of the inception of the Cairn, a plaque to Campbell Tate, friend 
of the Burns family and Archbishop of Canterbury, is to be unveiled soon. As reported previously, 
the Burns Statue at Portpatrick by James Watt of Stranraer was badly damaged, halved, drawn and 
quartered when a storm blew it from its lofty perch. The statue, of Victorian origin, was acquired in 
the 1920s by a monumental sculptor in Wigtown, rescued from his yard before being turned into some 
likeness of the heavenly host and unveiled by enthusiasts of the District Club at Portpatrick in 1929. 
The Howff Burns Club of Dumfries have worked a miracle, like Lazarus, the Poet has been awakened 
from the dead and once more looks down on Portpatrick's Bowlers. 

As the Federation is a growing memorial to the Poet, another growing memorial has been conceived 
by a Federation member, Birnbeck Burns Club (Weston Super Mare), who took the opportunity when 
trees at the war memorial in the town centre died, of replacing them with Rowans, suitably marked in 
honour of the Poet. 

Thanks to the work of enthusiasts all over the country, elbow grease and the begging bowl have 
kept the memorabilia of our most memorable son in guid case. Wryly, those who do assist must 
consider it a pity that Burns' prayer was so readily answered. His prayer: 'Save us from luxury's 
contagion Weak and Vile'. 
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PUBLICITY 
Mr. George Anderson said that as usual he had a catalogue of frustration and disappointment to 

report in his efforts to gain a half column in National Dailies or a few words on television. He was 
having difficulty in obtaining feedback from members, so it was not surprising that he did not receive 
information from them. Going back to Dumfries, the Anual Conference had been reasonably well 
covered, the main reason being the visit of Toshio Namba. This was just that little bit different, so it 
interested the media. The Annapolis Conference should also be of interest and both BBC and STY 
had been present at Prestwick Airport for the departure of delegates. Unfortunately between Con
ferences there had not been much to interest the media. He had been contacted by reporters seeking 
information and TV researchers had been on regarding a Burns Supper. The Saturday before the 
delegates had left for the Conference the Burns Federation had had a tent at the gathering of 152 Pipe 
Bands in Bellahouston Park, Glasgow. 

He asked members of the Burns Federation to maintain contact with the local press and radio. He 
said all members had a responsibility to work for the movement and should submit reports locally and 
keep him informed of any activities which he could use to publicise the Federation. The Burns 
Federation had a proud history and, although there were difficulties, publicising the Federation and 
attracting sponsorship would help to solve many of them. As our economic difficulties must be faced, 
there is work to be done and publicity could play a large part. 1985 is the centenary year of the Burns 
Federation and members should not sit back and hope someone else will do the work-they should be 
saying this is our Federation and we must contribute all we can to make sure the next hundred years is 
even better. 

Adoption of the publicity report was moved by Mr. H. Macdonald, Detroit Burns Club, seconded 
by Mr. Archibald, Winnipeg, 197. 

ELECTION OF OFFICE-BEARERS 
The following Office-Bearers were duly elected. 

President: 
Senior Vice-President 
Junior Vice-President 
Hon. Secretary & Treasurer 
Assitant Secretary 
Schools Competitions 
Hon. Editor 
Publicity 
Hon. Presidents 

Mr. T. D. Mcilwraith, Edinburgh 
Mr. John Inglis, Irvine 
Mr. D. W. Ogilvie, Dumfries 
Mr. W. A. Anderson, Stewarton 
Mrs. M. G. Turner, Troon 
Mr. James Glass, Ayr 
Mr. J. A. Mackay, Dumfries 
Mr. G. Anderson, Glasgow 
Mrs. Thomas Graham, Victoria, Australia 
Mrs. Charles Murray, Gladesville, N.S.W., Australia 
Mr. Lew Reid, Gainsborough 

1984 is Heritage Year in Scotland and the first event in that year would be the opening of the 
Glasgow Venne( in Irvine. The Heckling Shop was one of the properties which had been restored and 
there would be a Burns Supper, by candlelight, held therein. It was suggested that every club should 
try to do something to commemorate the Heritage Year. 

Mr. George Anderson thanked the Vice-Presidents, Hon. Secretary, Conveners of Committees and 
members of the Executive for the support they had given him throughout his year in office. 

Next Conference: It was agreed that the 1984 Conference be held in Stirling. The dates will be 3lst 
August, lst and 2nd September. Although the Conference has been held in Stirling before, 1984 
would be the first time the Federation had been granted the use of Stirling Castle for one of the 
functions. 

Miss May Dickie of Melbourne Burns Club said she had thoroughly enjoyed her first Annual 
Conference and expressed her appreciation to the host club. 

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chairman. 
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CLUB NOTES 
0. Kilmarnock. The anniversary dinner took place on 27th January 1984, in the 
Howard Park Hotel, Kilmarnock, when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the very 
Reverend Andrew Herron, a past Moderator of the Church of Scotland. 'The Lasses' were 
proposed by Samuel M. D. Gibson, President of Kilmarnock Rotary Club, and the 
response was by Mrs. Ann Tytler. Songs and piping combined with a pleasant meal made 
the whole evening very enjoyable, in no small way due to the chairmanship of Ian Faulds, 
the President, and the vote of thanks proposed by the Vice-President, Mrs. Peggy 
Thomson. 

The St. Andrew's Day dinner of the Club was held on 2nd December 1983, again in the 
Howard Park Hotel. The principal guest was Gordon L. Brown of Scottish Rugby In
ternational and British Lions fame, who proposed 'Auld Scotia'. Proposing the toast of 
'Auld Killie' was the Reverend Tom Scott, St. Mamock's Parish Church, Kilmarnock, 
and the reply was given by Provost Andrew Nisbet. Again a function enjoyed by all. 

ALASDAIR M. GORDON 

1. Burns Club of London. Our numbers were slightly lower this year, just because 
those bonny lasses from Dundee who graced our function a year ago didn't turn up on 
this occasion. Nevertheless, some 200 members and guests were present on 2lst January at 
the Hotel Russell, and a wonderfully happy evening was enjoyed by all, from the first 
words of a Burns Grace until the last notes of Auld Lang Syne. The President, Tom 
Currie, having welcomed the company and drawn attention to the presence in our midst of 
the famous Thomson Vase, we listened engrossed to an eloquent and erudite 'Immortal 
Memory' presented by Major J. Fraser Morgan, M.A., of the Royal Army Education 
Corps. No wonder today's soldiers are such smart fellows. Bums might well have had the 
Major in mind when he wrote 'Gie him the schoolin' o' your weans, for clever deils he'll 
mak' them'. The Hon. Secretary having read greetings from 44 Bums Clubs, while 
complaining that he had sent out 53, the toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed in his own 
kindly, inimitable style by Kenneth Roberton, and Sheila Scott replied in charming, 
humorous fashion. Lord Banks responded to the toast to the Guests proposed by Vice
President Dorothy Williams, keeping up the high standard of eloquence we have come to 
expect at these dinners. Our singer, Eileen Rendell had travelled all the way from Scotland 
to entertain us, and this she did most excellently, accompanied at the piano by Mrs. Kath 
Wagner. Our Hon. Piper, John Campbell, performed faultlessly as usual, and Past 
President Bill Champion lived up to his name in addressing the Haggis. 

On the day following the Dinner, a fair number of members were in attendance when 
our President, Tom Currie, laid a wreath at the Bums Statue, unveiled a hundred years 
ago by Lord Rosebery, in the Victoria Embankment Gardens. Our winter activities went 
according to well-established pattern, one meeting a month, to hear about the Bard, and 
turn the pages of Scottish history. We had a lovely night of Bums songs, sung by 
Catherine Foster, talks on George Thomson, and the Highland Clearances, a Burns quiz, 
a Scottish film night-and the William Will Memorial Lecture by A. K. Gray, on 'Burns, 
the Farmer'. The season concluded with the usual jolly 'Lads and Lasses' ceilidh. 

We start our 116th year with our very first lady President, Mrs. Dorothy Williams, and 
we are expecting great things of her. Alan Brown comes back again as Vice-President, in 
preparation for our big adventure in 1985 when this wee Club will be acting as hosts at the 
Federation's Centenary Conference in London, where, of course, it was born. Someone 
has said 'born' should be amended to 'conceived', and who are we to argue? 

JIMMY MASON 
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2. Alexandria Burns Club. President J. Gallacher welcomed 150 Members and Guests 
to the Centennial Festival of Alexandria Burns Club, held at the Griffin Hotel, 
Alexandria, on 21st January, 1984. The Haggis, bravely borne by A.McDonald, was 
piped in by pipe major D. McDermid and addressed by B. G. Benson who also gave a 
rendering of 'Epistle to Davie'. The undoubted highlight of the evening was the toast to 
the 'Immortal Memory', proposed by Lord Ross of Marnock, P.C., M.B.E. Lord Ross's 
thoughts and ideas on the Bard had the audience spellbound and completely enthralled 
and he was rewarded with a very enthusiastic standing ovation. A special feature of the 
evening was a toast to 'Alexandria Burns Club', given by our old friend, J. L. Hempstead. 
Mr. Hempstead impressed us greatly with the amount of information he had obviously 
researched in presenting a history of our Club, including a reminder that an Alexandria 
man was one of the driving forces and founder-members of the Burns Federation. J. 
Archibald gave his inimitable versions of 'Tam 0' Shanter' and 'Sic a Wife as Willie had', 
well-loved songs by Wm. Murray, A. Miller and J. McLean, ably accompanied at the 
piano by A. Lockhart and further toasts to 'The Lasses' by T. Wilson and 'The Artistes' 
by C. Douse, M.B.E., completed a thoroughly enjoyable and memorable evening. 

A St. Andrew's night was held in Vale of Leven Bowling Club's function room when 
the toast to Scotland was in the very capable hands of Tom Wilson. As usual, the rest of 
the entertainment, including recitations and songs, was provided by various members of 
the Club, which once again showed the depih of talent we have available for evenings such 
as these. 

JOHN BARTON 

5. Ercildoune Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Delrion Suite of the Red 
Lion Hotel. 70 Members and Guests were present. The Haggis was piped in by Mr. 
Chisholm and was carried by A. Burnett. J. Irvine gave the Address to the Haggis. A very 
interesting toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was given by R. Donaldson C.A. of Kelso. 
The toast 'Our Club', given by I. Mitchell, Earlston looked to the future of the Club 
rather than the past. J. McQuillan gave a humorous toast to 'The Lasses'. Entertainers 
were Mesdames Kay, Gilchrist and Polson and Messrs. Brydon, Hickman, Sandilands, 
Skea and Paton. Votes of thanks were given by Mrs. Wakeford. 

ROSEMARY IRVING 

9. Royalty Burns Club. The annual St. Andrew's Day Dinner was held on 30th 
November 1983 in the Albany Hotel, Glasgow, where 326 Members and Friends 
celebrated this event. The toast to St. Andrew was given by Fraser Elder and the cabaret 
was provided by Ben Gunn and company. Our Benevolent Appeal on this evening raised 
£1,064.00. 

The Annual Dinner Dance was held in the Albany Hotel, Glasgow on 25th January 
1984 with 318 people attending. The 'Immortal Memory' was given in splendid fashion by 
the Rev. Melville Schofield of the Laigh Kirk, Kilmarnock. Our Benevolent Appeal raised 
£750.00. 

W. A. McLAGAN 

10. Dumbarton Burns Club. President Jack Watt welcomed 146 Members and Guests 
at the annual supper held in Dumbuck Hctel, Dumbarton, on 27th January 1984. In a 
very well balanced speech, the President proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and the toast 
to 'The Lasses' was brilliantly given by Ronnie Armstrong, prominent member of 
Dumbarton Peoples Theatre. Leslie Callander, 19 year old son of Ex-President Bob 
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Callander, made his debut as pianist, standing in for regular pianist Jack Watt, who was 
in the chair. Leslie acquitted himself in a most proficient manner and is earmarked for the 
future. The annual appeal by Ex-President John Young raised the record sum of £284 and was donated to Jean Armour Burns Houses, The National Memorial and Cottage Homes and Erskine Hospital Burns Supper Fund. 

The St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held in Dumbuck Hotel on 25th November, 1983. The toast to 'Scotland' was proposed by Alan White, F.L.A., Edinburgh, and the toast to 
'The Lasses' by Andrew Miller, F.L.A., Glasgow. Entertainment was provided by a section of Dumbarton Academy Ceilidh Band, who delighted the audience. 

J. L. HEMPSTEAD 

11. Chesterfield and District Caledonian Association. The annual dinner and dance 
was held at the Chesterfield Hotel on 27th January. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Bob McDonald, who had travelled from Glasgow and was warmly received 
by those present. Councillor A. Wain replied to Mrs. D. Hosie's toast to the town and 
Mrs. P. Dowell replied to M. Spence's toast to 'The Lasses'. President J. Bullions addressed the Haggis. 

The St. Andrew's Day Service followed our St. Andrew's dinner and dance when Bob Scott proposed the toast to Scotland. As well as the Hallowe'en Party and Golf Match, 
which are annual events, we broke new ground by introducing a Whist and Beetle Drive, 
Hogmanay Party and a Treasure Hunt at Baslow. These innovations were well received by the membership. . 

CATHIE HESS 

14. The Dundee Burns Club. On 21st January, Dundee Burns Club held its 124th Burns Supper and despite being poorly attended by Club members, the evening was a 
success. The Haggis was piped in by our Piper of long standing, A. Bain, and the address delivered by our Past Secretary, J. Stewart. The main speaker of the evening, Murray S. 
Blair, Federation Area Representative for Tayside, gave a glorious exposition of the Poet 
and a truly Christian examination of the character of the man. His speech, together with a 
talk on Burns in the Dumfries Volunteers, was both interesting and educational. Our members who were present rose to the occasion in magnificent fashion each one con
tributing in verse and song, with A. Glen's 'Cottar's Saturday Night'. The other highlight of the evening, before leading the company in 'Scots Wha Hae' and 'Auld Lang Syne', 
President A. Sproull thanked the speaker and those present for a most gratifying 
demonstration to the memory of Robert Burns. 

In complete contrast, our St. Andrew's Night and annual Club dinner were very well 
attended by the members, as was the Supper Dance, which allowed Club members to 
entertain their wives and show appreciation for their understanding over the past year. 
The Club also played host to various clubs and associations, and accepted the challenge of 
competition, which, resulted in G. Curran reaching the final of one, with the British Heart 
Foundation benefiting by a similar amount as that won by Mr. Curran. All things con
sidered it has been a fairly successful year for the Club. 

JAMES M. CLARKE 

15. Belfast Burns Association. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in Edenmore Hotel 
on 25th January 1984 when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by D. Shaw, a native of 
Annan, now living in Northern Ireland. The soloists were Mrs. Elsie Watson and Donald 
Mcintyre. 
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The association meetings during the year included an illustrated talk about the many 
places of interest connected with the life of Burns. A musical evening, slidtts of a visit to 
Turkey, and a coach tour to the Glens of Antrim and the Antrim Coast. 

MRS. MARGARET A. STOKES 

President, the Rev. S. J . Stokes (centre) with his wife and daughter and members of the Belfast 
Burns Association , Edenmore Hotel, 25th January 1984. 

Photo: Glenway, Newtownabbey 

20. Airdrie Burns Club. The annual St. Andrew's Day dinner took place in the Sir 
John Wilson Town Hall on November 30th 1983. An innovation greatly appreciated was 
the appearance of the Monklands Youth Concert Brass and the Airdrie Academy Scottish 
Country Dancers. President Bill Brown was an expert and genial chairman. The principal 
speaker, J. Gallacher , deputy rector of Airdrie Academy, proposed the toast 'Scotland '. 
In an impressive speech, revealing his knowledge of Scottish history, he instanced many 
events and people that had contriquted to our national greatness but were now largely 
ignored. It was time, he suggested, that we started to know ourselves , where we were and 
where we were going. 
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P. Robertson proposed the toast 'Airdrie'. In this he cast a critical but kindly eye on 
architectural and other absurdities that had amused him during a life-time spent in the 
locality, but concluding that it was the folk that made the town. Mrs. V. Fullerton toasted 
'Scots Lasses' ranging light heartedly over many ladies who either directly or through 
their husbands had contributed to the story of our country. The musical side of the 
programme was sustained by talented artistes, Robert Johnstone (soloist), Mrs. B. 
Mitchell (singer and guitarist) and Miss U. Hunter (accordionist) with T. M. Griffin, as 
usual, the expert accompanist. The Club's Vice-President, Hugh Neilson, wound up what 
had been an especially happy occasion with an appreciation that displayed again his talent 
as a raconteur. 

The same venue saw the 99th Anniversary Dinner on January 27th 1984. Once again 
President Bill Brown was Chairman. The Haggis was addressed by Secretary Matt Hood. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Stewart Coull, in a speech delivered with 
humour and a rollicking abandon typical of one of his Hibernian extraction . He described 
Burns attitudes to social injustice, ecclesiastical hypocrisy and individual liberty. A 
notable feature of this address was the historic talent displayed by the speaker. Charles 
Smith, Rector of Airdrie Academy, toasted 'The Lasses' in an extravaganza, depicting an 
interview he had conducted by telephone with the poet's shade. What emerged finally was 
the permanence of the values that were inherent in Bum's love lyrics with their simplicity 
and sincerity. 

Vice-President, Hugh Neilson, in a speech of his choice, entitled 'A fig for those by law 
protected', delivered a trenchant defence of the legal profession, they being the ordinary 
citizen's last line of defence. Again, brilliantly presented, was the musical side of the 
programme, by a favourite trio, Maxwell Griffin, Robert Johnstone and Alan Mees. 

Matthew Hood, Piper Stewart McGregor and Mrs. Mary Logan, at Airdrie's 99th Burns Supper. 
Photo: Airdrie and Coatbridge Advertiser 
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Stewart McGregor piped with customary skill. The appreciation of the evening was ex
pressed genially and humorously by Past-President Stan Emmerson. 

The Club now looks forward to its Centenary Year for which a number of events are 
planned, as follows: A project for Primary and Secondary Schools, culminating with an 
exhibition of the work, which is scheduled from September 1984 through to March 1985; 
A Ceilidh to be held September/October 1984; St. Andrew's Dinner in the Sir John 
Wilson Town Hall, Airdrie, on Friday, 30th November 1984; Burns Anniversary Dinner 
in the Sir John Wilson Town Hall, Airdrie, on Friday, 25th January 1985; Promotion ofa 
Burns One Man Show in association with Airdrie Arts Centre; An evening of Scottish 
Music and Song in association with Monklands Light Opera Society and perhaps the 
promotion of the play 'The Other Dear Charmer'. 

MATTHEW HOOD 

Greenock Burns Club Ce!ebration Dinner. Front row: J. Glenny, President Alister Hewitt, Lord Ross 
of Marnock, Miss Joy Monteith. Back row: Mabel Irving (Secretary), Joe Reid (Fort Matilda Club). 
Len Jeyes (Junior Vice-President), Ex-Provost J. Boyd, Robert Peat (Senior Vice-President). 

21. Greenock (The Mother Club). The Club held its 182nd Annual Celebration Dinner 
in the Hamilton Suite, Greenock, on 27th January 1984. There was an attendance of 144. 
The President, Mr. Alister Hewitt, was in the chair. Our piper, Mr. Tom Mutch led in the 
Haggis to the skirl of the pipes and George Couper addressed it with verve and vigour . 
Lord Ross of Marnock was our principal speaker and this fine Burnsiau's address will go 
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down in the annals of the Club as one of the most memorable in our history. Jack Glenny 
gave an eloquent toast to 'The Lasses' and Miss Joy Monteith, Greenock's Librarian 
wittily replied. Ex Provost Boyd toasted the Club and was thanked by Senior Vice
President, Robert Peat. Len Jeyes, Junior Vice-President, gave a well-phrased vote of 
thanks. With song and recitation the guests were well entertained-a most enjoyable 
evening. 

The St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held in the Tontine Hotel, Greenock when 
Viscountess Kelburn gave the main toast in inimitable style. Sir Simpson Stevenson 
proposed the toast 'Scots Abroad' and Rev. Ian Black replied. The Bard summarised the 
proceedings in verse as usual. John Bell and his singers charmed us with their music 
making. Another evening to remember. 

At our October Club meeting the Greenbank Ensemble entertained us royally with 
Burns Songs and other old favourites. In November Mrs. Betty Kidd, accompanied by her 
husband, Grant, gave a recital of Burns Songs, in groups, each introduced in 
knowledgeable and entertaining fashion. We appreciated both the research and the fine 
singing. 

In February the Musical Director arranged a visit from members of Greenock Light 
Opera and Renfrewshire Musical Festival winner of the Greenock Burns Club Trophy-a 
great success. In March we shall have a Ceilidh with Greenock Gaelic Choir. 

MABEL A. IRVING 

22. Edinburgh Burns Club. Our Anniversary Dinner was held on Monday 23rd 
January 1984 in the Castle Room, Royal British Hotel, Princes Street, Edinburgh with 
Charles Addison our President in the Chair. Despite it being one of the worst nights of the 
winter of blizzard conditions, a large number of members and friends braved the elements 
and had a most enjoyable evening. Dr. A. Forsyth proposed an excellent 'Immortal 
Memory'. The entertainment was provided by Mr. and Mrs. lain Dunn. 

The Club holds monthly meetings on the first Monday of each month at the 
B.L.E.S.M.A. rooms 24 Dundas Street, Edinburgh at 7.30 pm. We have speakers on a 
variety of subjects, following the talks, tea is served after which there is musical en
tertainment. 

H.M.MUIR 

26. Perth Burns Club. President, The Rev. Hector Houston, M.B.E., presided over 
11 O Members and Guests at the annual dinner in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on Saturday, 
21st January 1984. The Haggis was piped in by David Brodie, carried by Derek Sives and 
addressed by Honorary President Donald M. Paton. The Dinner was again of the highest 
standard with speakers and entertainers coming 'frae a' the airts' despite difficult weather 
conditions. An outstanding 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by The Very Rev. Dr. 
Peter P. Brodie, Alloa, a former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland who captivated his audience with a speech touching on many aspects of the 
Bard's character. Club member Dr. David W. Purdie, now resident in Leeds, gave a toast 
to 'The Lasses' which was a masterpiece of wit and sincerity. The reply was equal to the 
occasion and charmingly given by local journalist Miss Leigh Mitchell. Singers, Gordon 
Strachan from Aberdeen (tenor) and soprano Helen Goodison were accompanied at the 
piano by Martin Neilson. Well-known fiddler Willie Simpson from Glenalmond gave 
selections of the favourite airs and Club Secretary Donald Paton (jun) gave a candle-lit 
rendering of 'Tam O' Shanter'. Following a vote of thanks by Past-President Donald G. 
Campbell, the evening ended with the singers leading the entire company in the singing of 
'The Star o' Rabbie Burns' followed by 'Auld Lang Syne'. A truly memorable evening. 
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~~ 
Top Table at Perth Burns Club, Salutation Hotel, 21st January 1984. Front row: Dr. Katherine Purdie, 
Miss Leigh Mitchell, Rev. Hector Houston, M.B.E. (Pres .), Mrs. Mary Houston, Mrs. Constance 
Brodie. Back row: Donald N. M . Paton (Secy.), Donald M. Paton (Hon. Pres.), Dr. David W. Purdie, 
Gordon Robertson, Dr. Peter P. Brodie. 

Photo: Richard Allan, Stanley, Perth 

Monthly meetings were held from September to April and speakers included Maurice 
Fleming (editor of The Scots Magazine), Mrs. Gillian Kelly of The National Trust for 
Scotland and Mrs. Edith Cochrane on the history of Paisley shawls. 

The annual schools' night in November attracted a record number of 34 pupils from all 
senior schools in Perth, who entertained with Scottish songs, verse and music. 

A highly successful St. Andrew's Night was held in the Salutation Hotel on Saturday 
3rd December when 180 members and friends enjoyed an evening of traditional Scottish 
entertainment and dancing. The toast 'Scotland and St. Andrew' was proposed by Club 
Member, Mark Steiner. In June 1983, the annual coach trip visited Ayrshire with the focal 
point being a visit to Culzean Castle and Country Park. 

During January 1984, the Club again supplied speakers and artists for several Burns 
Suppers in Perth. 

Sadly the deaths of four members were recorded during the 1983-84 session-Mrs. A. 
M. Lamb, Mrs. J.E. Paton, J . A. Stephen and Mrs. J . I. Bews. 

DONALDN. M. PATON 

33. The Glasgow Haggis Club. Our Annual Dinner took place in the Skean Dhu Hotel , 
Glasgow on Saturday 21 st January. It was attended by 323 people, made up of our cronies 
and their guests. The Dinner as usual was mixed and we were pleased to have the company 
of the ladies . Our President Alex P . McDonald took the Chair and introduced us to a fine 
night of speeches, songs, readings and entertainment. A collection was taken to assist in 
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our annual donation to the Glasgow District Burns Association and work with the Jean 
Armour Burns Houses. This amounted to £700. Finishing time came and went with the 
cronies and their guests requesting our artistes to entertain us further with some of their 
regular party pieces. This was duly done and the ardour of our cronies and guests was 
cooled somewhat when they learned that Glasgow was blanketed in approximately four 
inches of snow. 

During our session we have had excellent evenings of harmony. We have been addressed 
by fine speakers and we have really enjoyed ourselves. We have visited Ayrshire and spent 
a very enjoyable evening at the Jean Armour Burns Houses. Our Golf Outing is rapidly 
becoming a tradition of the Club and many members who do not even play golf come 
along to enjoy the company of those who think they can play golf at lunch and tea. 

DAVID WATSON 

35. Dairy Burns Club. In an unbroken sequence the 159th Annual Supper was held in 
the Community Centre on 27th January 1984. After presenting the goblets which were the 
gift of Clarke Tait in memory of his forbears who were all enthusiastic members of the 
Club and were for the use of the Chairman. George Lammie introduced the new Chair
man John McNab. The Haggis was then piped in by Wemyss Wylie and addressed by G. 
Lammie. After the meal the Club Choir sang the 23rd Psalm before W. Walker gave the 
deceased members toast in which he referred to C. Wilson, P. Wilson, A. Tait, J. Mc
Connell and D. McGimmis who had all passed away since the previous supper. In the 
tradition of the Club the Chairman proposed the toast 'To the Memory of Burns' and the 
croupier Lawrence Smith 'The Memory of Jean Armour'. The others toasts given were 
'The Town and Community of Dairy' by A. McKay, 'Guests and young members' C. 
Oswald with replies by R. Wright and R. Gairms, 'Songwriters' by A. Findlay and 'Land 
o' Cakes' by D. Watt. The songs of Burns were rendered by L. McCall, H. Hodge, A. 
Findlay, J. Nisbet and 'Willie Brewd' by J. Clark, L. McCallande Jones 'Holy Willie' and 
the 'Unco Guid' were recited by T. Wilson and Bill Benson and selections of Burns music 
was played by J. Clark and G. Lammie (fiddlers) and W. Sim (piano) who accompanied 
the singers. After the Chairman and Croupier had toasted each other the evening ended 
with the traditional 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

The Club had a St. Andrew's Night supper dance on 25th November which was greatly 
enjoyed by a company of 70 including members and friends. The Annual School 
Children's competition was held in the School on 27th February. The Chairman J. McNab 
welcomed the company and the winners were-Senior Singing for The Caddell Trophy (1) 
Gillian Bingham; (2) Marianne Cliffe; (3) Gwen Duncan (test piece-There Was a Lad). 
Burns Club Cup for Senior Verse (1) Vhari Shanks; (2) Vicky Wales; (3) Catrina 
Morrison, (test piece-To A Louse). Junior Singing (1) Carol Ann Davidson; (2) Gillian 
Fyffe, (3) Yvonne Jarrett. Junior Verse (1) Carol Ann Davidson; (2) Jenny Dippie, (3) 
Lisa Turner, (test piece-Wullie Wastle). Primary Singing (1) Jennifer Wilson; (2) Katy 
Shields, (test piece Afton Water). Primary Verse (1) Alister Davidson; (2) Katy Shields. At 
the end of the night the croupier Lawrence Smith thanked the school staff for their help 
and Mrs. Walker and Mrs. Sim for their piano accompaniments. 

W. D. WALKER 

36. Glasgow Rosebery. Our Annual Supper, though somewhat late, was most en
joyable thanks to the efforts of all members and to the excellent catering by the ladies. 
1985 is our Centenary Year and we are looking forward to the prospect. 

Rosebery members have been much in demand this year and have proposed the toast to 
the 'Immortal Memory' replied to 'The Lasses' and addressed the Haggis at many func-
tions. · 
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We have also been very involved in adjudication at schools' competitions in Glasgow and the West of Scotland and are currently setting up our own competitions-that part of our work we regard as all-important. 

37. Dollar Burns Club. On Friday 27th January 1984 the Ninety Seventh Annual Supper was held in the Strathallan Hotel when 80 Members and Guests celebrated the birth of our National Bard in time honoured style. Moira Miller and Staff laid on a meal fit for a Club that in less than three years will honour Robert Burns first visit to Harvieston and Dollar in 1787 and the Clubs own centenary a hundred years later in 1887. Sir Kenneth Alexander, Principal of Stirling University, proposed the principal toast. Sir Ken is well known in Scotland for his vision and help to numerous Secretaries of State; as an economist, the Highland and Islands were lucky to have him as Chairman through a difficult period, he set the scene for the 80s and 90s with guid Scots common sense. His 'Immortal Memory' was good, but we expected that. However, he gave all present something to think about, he will long be remembered for his tribute to Burns and Scott and his quote at the end must rank as the best this year. Scott had the Knighthood but Burns had the Manhood. It was a nostalgic night in the Auld Club. Ian Hendry, Rector of Dollar, retires this year and leaves for St. Andrews, he was a Guid Burnsian and wellworthy of his Honorary Membership. Charles Baillie a P.P. presented to the Club a painting of Rabbie he did in the West Indies, which was in great demand at all the suppers over there, also the presentation to our own Jimmie Miller who recited Tam and Holy Willie in his own style so much loved in the Club. The presentation was kept a better secret than the budget by Alex Mciver and his assistant secretary Davie Tait, Jimmie for once was at a loss for words but he had a tear in his eye when he was presented with a fine water colour of Alloway Auld Haunted Kirk. It was a splendid choice and Davie reading his own poem written for the occasion brought the roof of the old Strath one degree nearer coming down on us. 
The 12th Gala Supper was held on Saturday 18th February when once again it was a sell out. Douglas Rae gave an excellent 'Immortal Memory'. 'The Lasses' were proposed by Neil Mcfarlane, reply by Cllr Helen Livingstone. 'Chairman and Artistes' by Davie Tait. It was with great pleasure we welcomed Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Williams from Edinburgh, Arthur has a style of his own in presenting Robert Burns, his 'Holy Willie' and 'Aye Fond Kiss' are wonderful. Jimmie Miller gave us Tam, Sneena MacKenzie, Ewart McAuslane and company were in good voice, piper Robin Stevenson, Poosy Nancy, Better Miller did a good job. What more can we say about Tony Foote, he is good on the piano. 
St. Andrews Night. This was a new venture and a great success. The Rev. Jimmy from Dunlop our valued Honorary Member gave the Main Toast and a great night followed in story, song and dancing. It will have to be repeated next year. 

ALEX B. MclVER 

40. Aberdeen Burns Club.. The Anniversary Dinner was held on 25th January 1984 in the Treetops Hotel, Springfield Road. The Rev. W. Gordon Haggarty, L.T.H., C.P.S. proposed the toast the 'Immortal Memory'. Toast to 'The Lasses', 'John Cowan. President's reply, Mrs. Margaret Cruickshank. Our guests-John Fraser and reply-A Dutch Guest. The Chairman-Miss Ethel Hall, who also read greetings from Kindred Clubs. The Piper, William Maitland, Singers Mrs. Liz Nisbet and Moira Ferguson with James Taylor at the Piano. James Smith recited the Burns Poem. The Members enjoyed an excellent meal and very good speakers and entertainment. 
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Members and guests of Aberdeen Burns Club, 25th January 1984. Guest speaker, the Rev. W. 
Gordon Haggarty, is seated front row, second from right . 

St. Andrews Night was well attended. The Guest Speaker John Duncanson. After the 
meal the members enjoyed an evening of games and dancing. 

During the session members of the Club have given talks on Robert Burns and other 
poets and the usual high standard of artistes has been maintained. 

On Monday 7th May members and guests enjoyed a day outing to Dufftown and a visit 
to Glenfiddich distillery ending with high tea at Alford. 

MI SS ETHEL HALL 

42. Strathearn Burns Club. Owing to the very severe weather the Burns Supper, which 
was to have been held in the Star Hotel, Crieff, was cancelled. 

The St. Andrew's Night was held in The Star Hotel, Crieff. The President Mrs. Mina 
Robertson welcomed the assembled company. Stovies carried by the Hotel Chef was piped 
in by Hamish Lowe, an excellent meal was served by the Hotel Staff which included trifles 
made by the ladies and wives of the Committee Members . Mrs. Robertson introduced 
Tom White who acted as M/ C for the musical part of the programme. Soloists were Betty 
McCulloch and Ian Garry accompanied by Mrs . Garry. Music for dancing was played by 
Jimmy Lindsay. There was the usual large raffle, A most enjoyable evening was brought 
to a close with Auld Land Syne. 

CORA MORGAN 
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48. Paisley Burns Club. The Club's Annual Dinner was held in the George A. Clark 
Town Hall on 25th January where 108 members and guests met to honour the memory of 
Burns. The musical talents of certain members were listened to by an appreciative 
audience at regular intervals. The highlight of the evening was the 'Immortal Memory' 
proposed by President Archie Crawford. A member of the legal profession, he is an 
enthusiastic skilled actor and singer in his leisure moments. It was fitting therefore that he 
should look at Burns as a dramatist, a novel yet intriguing laser-beam analysis. The 
second literary toast was to 'Don Roberto'-R. B. Cunninghame-Graham-given also by 
a lawyer, J. W. C. Kerr. 'The Lasses' and the 'Reply' were proposed by and responded to 
by Dr. Jimmy Pearson and the Rev. Tom McWilliam. Our Founder Secretary-(Robert 
Tannahill)-was not forgotten nor were our greetings to kindred clubs. We had greetings 
from Bobby Erksine in New Zealand and from Matt Neil in Mexico where he had just 
founded a new Burns Club! 

The Club meets monthly from September to March in our own Tannahill Cottage. We 
have regular contributions on Burns and on another literary figure each month. On 23rd 
June, we had our Annual Summer Outing to Fife where among other places, we visited 
Cleish where Willie Michie was born. We lunched in Kinross and proceeded therefrom to 
Falkland Palace, where we spent a fascinating hour or so on a guided tour. We dined at 
the Powfoulis Hotel. The company was a mixture of members and guests: the occasion is 
looked forward to annually. Our President, Archie Crawford had every reason to feel his 
outing measured up to the best, in quality of instruction, enrichment and the building of 
friendships. 

ROBERT Y. CORBETT 

50. Stirling. The Annual Supper took place in the Golden Lion Hotel on Friday, 27th 
January 1984, when there was a turn out of some ninety members. The principal toast was 
proposed by Ian Oliver, Chief Constable of Central Region, the toast to 'The Lasses' 
being given by Keri Davies and that of the 'Town of Stirling' by Colin Hendry. The 
following day, as is customary, the Chairman, J. Lockhart Whiteford, accompanied by a 
good turn out of members, laid a wreath on the Burns' Statue. 

55. Derby Scottish Association and Burns Club. 160 members and friends attended the 
Burns Anniversary Dinner in the Pennine Hotel, Derby on Thursday 26th January 1984. 
The evening began with President, Dr. Arthur Wilson, his wife, Mattie, and guests being 
piped to the top table by Association piper John MacKenzie. The 'Selkirk Grace' was then 
given by Honorary Chaplain, Rev. Bernard Chart. After 'Cocka-Leekie' soup and a 'Wee 
Bit Smokie' came the traditional piping in of the Haggis, which was then addressed by Mr. 
Jack Macfarlane. We were delighted to welcome back to Derby, our former Chaplain 
Rev. Dr. William Speirs to propose the toast-the 'Immortal Memory'. The toast 'The 
Land we Live In' was given by Dr. Archie Hunter and replied to by the Mayor of Derby, 
Councillor Margaret Wood. Richard Sinclair toasted 'The Lasses' and was replied to by 
Mrs. Vera Clarke. Interspersed between the speeches were solos and a duet from Mrs. 
Kathleen Dick and Bill Brownlee. The final speech of the evening was the toast to the 
President given by Senior Vice-President, Bill Dryburgh. He not only outlined the 
President's distinguished career but also revealed that Arthur had done his courting 
around Mauchline and had proposed to Mattie in Mauchline graveyard! The evening 
ended around midnight with the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

The St. Andrew's Dance and Hogmanay Ball were well attended and most enjoyable 
functions, as were the Autumn Country Dance and Tartan Dance. The Hallowe'en 
Ceilidh was very poorly attended, but the March Ceilidh did rather better. Attendances at 
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the monthly meetings fluctuated but there was an excellent attendance at the final 
evening-members slides. The weekly country dance class has been well attended and the 
bridge club had another very successful year. 

MRS. KATHLEEN DICK 

59. Gourock Jolly Beggars. Our 91st Annual Dinner was held in Bay Hotel Gourock 
on Friday, 27th January. President Walter Jamieson gave a warm welcome to 116 
members and friends. The Haggis was piped in by Hector McPhail and addressed by 
John McMorland. After excellent meal David Bryce, Gourock gave 'Immortal Memory' 
the toast to 'The Lasses' by Charlie Scobie and reply by Archie White. Songs by John 
Anderson and readings by secretary Bob Smith sustained the programme. Vote of 
thanks to artistes was given by Andy Knox. 

The usual Burns competition was held in Gourock Primary School about 50 pupils 
taking part. Medals books and certificates were presented to winners. 

The Club was successful in two bowling competitions winning Wyllie Trophy and 
Darnoch Quaich. 

ROBERT SMITH 

62. Cupar. There was a capacity audience in Cupar's Corn Exchange on January 28th 
1984, for Cupar Burns Club's Centenary Dinner. And what a night it turned out to be. A 
tremendous Immortal Memory, excellent toasts, first-class entertainment, good food and 
drink, and really wonderful fellowship. The amalgam of toast list and entertainment 
could not have been bettered and it was fitting that such excellence should mark such a 
historic milestone in the life of the Club. Those who managed to get a ticket for the dinner 
are not likely to forget the occasion. From the moment the top table guests were piped in it 
was apparent that it was to be no ordinary affair. The Club's new President, Mr. Duncan 
Campbell, Craigrothie, and the guests were led into the hall by Mr. Charles Downie, 
Newport, the Club's steward, and the piper was Mr. Fraser Dewar, Cu par. Principal guest 
was the Rev. James Currie, who had travelled from Dunlop in Ayrshire. His 'Memory' 
was truly memorable, the presentation superb. 

JAMES ORR 

68. The Sandyford Burns Club. The 91st Anniversary Dinner and Ball was held in the 
Albany Hotel, Glasgow, on Friday 20th January 1984 with 198 members and guests 
present. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Rev. John M. Stewart. The toast to 
'The Lasses' was given by Kenneth Mcintosh and was suitably replied to by Mrs. Nan 
MacKenzie. · 

The Club held their Hallowe'en Dinner Dance and Presentation Dinner at the 
Bellahouston Hotel, Glasgow, on Friday 29th October 1983. The annual golf outing of the 
Club took place at Lenzie Golf Club on Thursday 26th May 1983. 

NEIL MACDONALD 

69. Dunedin Burns Club. The annual supper was held in the Savoy Restaurant on 
Monday, 26th January as part of the city's festival week celebrations. The Dunedin Burns 
Club is most fortunate in that it is recognised as an integral part of the Dunedin com
munity and as such, we were privileged to have as guests the Mayor and Mayoress. Mr. 
and Mrs. C. G. Skeggs, the Town Clerk, Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Carr. The official guest to 
the city, Sir Richard Stratton G.C.M.G., High Commissioner for Gt. Britain and also Mr. 
and Mrs. McKillop from far away Ontario, Canada. An excellent attendance by members 
was complemented by a larger than usual number of representatives from kindred 
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societies and a team of technicians from NZTV recorded proceedings for a future TV 

documentary programme. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert Burns was 

proposed by P. J. Kennedy of the N. Z. Tablet who in an eloquent address showed that he 

had thoroughly researched his subject. The usual toasts were honoured; His Worship the 

Mayor and Sir Richard Stratton replied on behalf of the Visitors. Our Patron, William 

Brown M.B.E. in his 92nd year, was on top form in his address to the Haggis which was 

piped in with full honours by the Pipe Major of City of Dunedin Highland Pipe Band 

Brian Switella. 
On Sunday 29th January the usual service was held at the Burns statue in the Octagon 

when Life Member J. D. McDonald, after an appropriate speech, laid a wreath on the 

statue. Following this, the annual church parade was held in the First Church of Otago 

where the preacher was the Rev. Pearson. During the service Past President Stan Forbes 

sang a solo and later a member of the pipe band accompanied the organ for the singing of 

'Amazing Grace'. 
Earlier in 1983 a very successful Grand Scottish Vaudeville entitled 'The Good Auld 

Days' was held over a three-night season in the Mayfair Theatre before full houses. The 

performance with some variations will be performed later in 1984. 
HENRY J. HORRELL 

85. Dunfermline United Burns Club (1812). Our Anniversary Dinner was held in the 

City Hotel on 25th January 1984, the Chairman being our President The Rt. Hon. The 

Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, K.T., L.L.D., D.Litt., D.L., J.P. Heading the menu was, 

as usual, an excerpt from our ancient minute books, and this year the extract was taken 

from the minute of a committee meeting of 24th January 1818 'As smoking of tobacco is 

disagreeable to many, those to whom it may be agreeable must retire to another room 

while using it, that they may not offend those to whom it may not be agreeable.' The 

Haggis was addressed by Ian M. Terris, 'Poosie Nansie' was Ian Richards, and pipers 

were Lord Bruce and David Watson. The 'Immortal Memory' was ably proposed by 

Douglas Currie, and 'The Lasses' by William B. Livingstone. Mrs. Anne McFarlance 

responded with great panache to the toast. Wonderful singing by David Scott, and Mrs. 

Patti Duncan was enjoyed by the corn pany, accompanied on piano by Dr. Ian Robertson. 

Bill Hamilton gave most accompalished recitations of favourite poems of the Bard and the 

whole evening was voted a great success. Earlier in the day, and following custom the 

Committee of the Club, accompanied by Mr. Currie and a few 'Regulars', attended the 

Murison Burns Room in Dunfermline Carnegie Library and laid a wreath of laurel by the 

bust of the Bard. The traditional narration was given by Mr. Currie. 

89. Sunderland Burns Club. The Annual Burns Dinner was held on Wednesday, 25th 

January, 1984, in the Roker Hotel and attended by a somewhat smaller company than 

usual. The weather played havoc with travelling conditions and there were several can

cellations-but this did not deter those who attended from enjoying an excellent dinner 

and a lively programme of dancing. The top table guests were duly piped in by Pipe Major 

Tom Rae and the President, Mrs. W. Black, welcomed everyone with a special greeting to 

our Principal Guest, W. Pollock. Malcolm Mair gave the 'Address to the Haggis' with 

splendid effect. W. Pollock spoke with deep respect and a quiet understanding in the 

'Immortal Memory'. Fred Sinden was embarassingly flattering to 'The Lasses' but was 

well matched by Mrs. Anne Donnan in her snappy reply Mr. Sinden rendered several 

songs, accompanied by Mrs. Donnan. 

On Sunday, 22nd January, we were again welcomed to Westpark U .R. Church by the 

Rev. David Beattie. Afterwards we enjoyed luncheon at the Cavalier. On the morning of 
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Pipe-Major Tom Rae, President Mrs. W. Black and Top Table guests at Sunderland Burns Club. 
Photo: The Echo , Sunderland 

the 25th January members paid their annual visit to the local Library to pay homage to the 
Poet. The President, Mrs. Black, made a pleasing oration before placing a laurel wreath 
on the bust of Burns. 

We have enjoyed pleasant fornightly meetings, dealing with a variety of interesting 
subjects and have been happy to welcome visitors. We have been pleased with publicity in 
the local press, arranged by our newly appointed Publicity Officer, Past President J. R. 
Matthew. 

MR S. M . WILSON 

95. Bolton Burns Club. Anniversary Dinner Report, Friday 20th January 1984, the 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Harry McLeish, President of West Derby 
Caledonian Society, toast 'The Lasses' proposed by Tom Reilly and his wife, Aileen 
responded, toast 'Scots the World O'er' was proposed by Angus Stephen President of 
Bury Caledonian Society. The Haggis was piped in by Sean Dunlop, the address to the 
haggis was given by President George Diggle and Master of Ceremonies was George 
Moyes. Songs were rendered by Mr. McLeish accompanied by Mrs. E. Fish. The evenings 
entertainment rounded up with a dance, ending with a vote of thanks by the President, the 
company joined in the singing of' Auld Lang Syne', the end of a very enjoyable evening. 

We have enjoyed a varied programme for the 1983/ 84 season, starting with our opening 
dance in October followed by St. Andrew's Night, Hogmanay, President's Dance and End 
of Season Dance in April, we also had literary evenings and small socials which included 
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Hallowe'en , Christmas Social, Family Social, Leap Year Social and A Scot 's Night. At 
the Family Social we celebrated the 90th birthday of Mrs . A. Brooks, our longest and 
oldest member who attends many of our functions . During the season our piper Sean 
Dunlop has played at many of our functions . Sean is the grandson of our Vice-President 
Mrs. Elza Dunlop who is also the delegate for the North West Area of the Federation, 
Sean is only 14 years of age, he is a member of the Chorley Pipe Band winning a first in 
the under 16 and second in the open Piping Solo. The speical efforts we have worked for 
this year have helped us to give £165 to Bolton Royal Infirmary Centenary Year, £20 to 
Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

MRS. W. G. DIGGLE 

Veteran Burnsian David Campbell addresses the Haggis at the Burns Howff Club's anniversary dinner 
in the Globe Inn, Dumfries. 

Photo: Dumfries and Galloway Standard 

112. Burns Howff Club, Dumfries. The 96th Anniversary Dinner was held in The 
Globe Inn on 25th January 1984 when the 'Immortal Memory' was submitted by William 
Hendry Past-President of Dumbarton Burns Club. Addressing a full house, Mr. Hendry 
maintained that 'The Words of Burns showed his love of liberty, love of simplicity and 
love of humanity'. He wrote about the joys of Heaven but knew of his own weaknesses as 
a man and stood with reverence before God . Mr. Hendry , who received a standing 
ovation from an enthusiastic aduience, was later admitted an Honorary Member of the 
Club. The Howff Scotch Haggis was addressed by the Doyen of Dumfries Burnsians, 
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David Campbell, and the traditional recitation of 'Tam 0' Shanter' was given by Neil 
McKeand. Other toasts included 'The Burns Federation' proposed by D. Urquhart, Reply 
by D. Smith, the 'Lasses Oh!' proposed by J. Jackson, Annan, 'The Globe Inn', proposed 
by J. K. Little, Reply by G. R. McKerrow. A lengthy programme of songs and recitations 
was well received by the company. President James Scott, occupied the Chair. 

The Club was invited by Officials of Lockerbie Gala to judge their Vehicle and Fancy 
Dress Parade on llth June 1983 which proved a challenging but rewarding task for the 
members involved. During the year, the library bookcase was rebuilt and the Burns 
Collection recatalogued. A start was made on rebinding the early copies of The Burns 
Chronicle. A coach outing to Ayrshire in May 1983 included a visit to Irvine Burns Club 
and members of Dumbarton Burns Club were welcomed to the Globe Inn during their 
biennial visit to Dumfries. In September 1983, a Barn Dance was held to raise funds in aid 
of the Club's Centenary Celebrations to take place in 1989 and will be followed by similar 
activities annually. Members are continuing to keep a watching brief on the condition of 
the Burns Memorials in the Dumfries District. Club gatherings at Hallowe'en and St. 
Andrew's Night were notable for the outstanding guest speakers present. The ladies' night 
dance at Annan in April 1984 proved as popular as ever. 

DAVID SMITH 

120. Bristol Caledonian Society. Once again our Burns Supper was well supported, 
with even a waiting list for tickets. The Rev. Will Minis, Chaplain to the Society, delivered 
an excellent 'Immortal Memory', and there was an entertaining toast to 'The Lasses' from_ 
Bert Burnham, to which Mrs. Brenda Burt wittily replied. The supper was followed by a 
programme of songs, recitations, piping and highland dancing. 

The St. Andrew's Dinner in November was acknowledged to have been the most suc
cessful for many years, held in the delightful surroundings of Bristol's Ashton Court 
Mansion. Again we were treated to an evening of interesting and entertaining speeches, 
the principal speaker being John A. Gordon. As usual on this occasion we were pleased to 
welcome the Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress of Bristol as our guests. The St. An
drew's Dance, held as a separate event, again proved a most enjoyable occasion, to which 
the lively music of Rob Gordon and his Band from Perth made a significant contribution. 
Throughout the rest of the season we have enjoyed a varied programme of talks, rambles, 
outings to places of interest both local and further afield, plus, of course, the weekly 
Scottish dancing classes. For the summer months we have competitions in golf, bowls and 
pitch and putt, and a walking weekend based at Minehead in Somerset. 

MRS_ MARY MORTON 

126. Falkirk Burns Club. The annual supper was held on Friday 27th January 1984 in 
Park Hotel, Falkirk with 132 Members and Guests present. George Barclay, Club 
President presided. Tom Davidson toasted the 'Immortal Memory' splendidly and Craigie 
Veitch gave the 'Toast of Scotland'. An enjoyable night was had by all. 

INGLIS McAULA Y 

149. Elgin Burns t.:lub. On Wednesday 25th January, 1984, we held our Anniversary 
Dinner at The Town Hall, Elgin. The principal guest was Dr. Martin M. Whittet, O.B.E., 
F. R. C. P., F. R. C. Psych., J.P., lately retired as Physician Superintendent of Craig Dunain 
Hospital, Inverness, who gave us a very thoughtful oration laced with his own brand of 
pawky humour, and which was very well received. Our own Sheriff Roy Wilson (one of 
our Honorary Members) was drafted in at the last moment to replace another speaker who 
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Top Table group at Elgin. Front row: Lieut. Col. G. S. Johnston, Dr. Martin M . Whittet, C. B. Wilken 
(Pres.). D. C. Mackessack-Leitch (Vice-Pres.), W. Glen Elliott (the well-known footballer) and Pipe
Major James Hadden. 

Photo: Northern Photos, Elgin 

was unable to come:, and with great acceptance proposed 'The Town and Trade of Elgin'. 
This was replied to by Glen Elliot, whom some may remember as a player with Queen 's 
Park, Third Lanark, Hibs and Arsenal, and who is now a successful Elgin businessman, 
who takes part in marathons, (Glasgow/ London/ New York etc) in aid of charity. Glen 
was another of the successes of the evening with a very witty speech. Our President since 
1978 Charles B. Wilken, intimated his retirement, and the members unanimously elected 
the Senior Vice-President David Mackessack-Leitch to the Chair. 

The directors of Macallan Distillery presented a bottle of the very best going-their 17 
year old-which was raffled in aid of the London Club's Centenary Conference Fund, 
and this realised £133 which was duly remitted. 

WILLIAM DAVID GUNN CHALMERS 

152. The Hamilton Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner of the Club was held on 
Wednesday 25th January , when 254 Members and Guests were present. The guests 
included Dr. Colin Hodge. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by President James 
Steele. As usual the Haggis was addressed by the Rev . Hugh Wyllie. 'The Lasses' were 
toasted by Tug Wilson and Alex Dick responded on their behalf. The company were 
delightfully entertained by piper Tom Gillespie and singers Walter Reid and Walter 
Anderson. This exceptional evening was drawn to a close by Vice-President George 
Ferguson who gave the vote of thanks _ 

The Club were again involved in assisting the Lanarkshire Schools Music Festival by 
providing music for the Burns Section in this prestigious event. 

DR . STUARTS. I. PARKER 
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173. Irvine Burns Club. The 158th Annual Celebration was held in the Caledonian 
Hall on 27th January, 1984. The 'Immortal Memory' was delivered by President George 
Watson who gave an excellent oration, well researched and full of original thought. 
George mentioned in particular, the Burns Statue presently situated in Irvine Moor. It is 
hoped that the Statue will be moved to a new site in the pedestrianised town centre. The 
toasts to the 'Founder Members' and 'The Memory of Bonnie Jean' were proposed by 
Vice-President Robin Campbell. Vice-President Elect, Jack Lovie, had obviously done a 
lot of work on his 'Toast to the Royal Burgh of Irvine' and Convener Tom Dickie suitably 
replied on behalf of the Burgh. The artistes this year were a mixture of the old and the new 
with newcomer Tom Strachan charming everyone with his singing, while we welcomed 
back Frank Bryson who gets better as the years go on. Jack Rennie did his usual excellent 
job as accompanist. For the second year running, we managed to convince John Mason to 
do his party piece with his fiddle and this is becoming a regular feature. The whole evening 
was taped on video film and this will prove a valuable record of the proceedings. 

The music section has been very active with concerts by Wight Henderson, the Lyric I 1 

Trio, Bill McCue, Mary Sandeman, students from the Opera Workshop and Anne Lorne 
Gillies. The Club are grateful for the assistance received from the Local Authorities and 
the Arts Council. The numbers in attendance have greatly increased. 20th January, 1984 
provided a highlight when the rehabilitated Heckling Shed and Glasgow Venne! were 
opened officially by Lord Ross of Marnock. It seems hard to believe that after all these 
years we have achieved our dream of seeing the Venne! restored and it's to be hoped that 
Burns enthusiasts from all over will take the opportunity of visiting the Venne! and the 
Heckling Shed where there is an audio visual presentation of Burns in Irvine and the story 
of heckling. To celebrate the opening, the directors held a dinner in the Heckling Shed. 
Lord Ross of Marnock was the main speaker with contributions from many others 
including Johnny Beattie, John Mason, Jack Rennie, Sam Gaw, Jamieson Greer and 
Frank Bryson. The start of another Irvine tradition. The annual Woodlands Burns Supper 
was held in February and the Club are delighted with the contributions made by their own 
members and local industries, especially Queen of Scots Knitwear. A visit was made by 
Club members to the Holy Loch and we are not sure whether Wellwood is now on or off 
the list for Polaris. Various Clubs visited the premises at Wellwood as well as local school 
children and Director Harry Gaw did a sterling job in assisting the steward in this work. 
One notable visit was by a party of French children on an exchange visit to the area when 
our President amazed us with his linguistic fluency, or so he said! A visit was paid by 
members of the Club to the Greenock Club and this is something we hope to repeat in 
future years. The directors held their annual celebration in the Crown Hotel in June and 
once again the Derby winner helped to defray expenses. 

Dr. John Strawhorn was the main speaker at our St. Andrew's Night celebration and we 
look forward to the publication of his history of the Royal Burgh. The directors' room 
was redecorated (the directors having already been removed) under the able guidance of 
James Wilson and the 'expertise' of Sam Gaw. For many years the club has had a 
brochure describing Wellwood. This has now been re-printed and will be published 
shortly. An open night for members was held in February in Wellwood and proved very 
successful. A number of the club's possessions were in demand for exhibition and we 
loaned paintings to BBC and STV. The success of any Club depends greatly on its staff. 
We, in Irvine, are particularly fortunate in having David and Madge Smith to look after 
our premises. They have proved to be excellent ambassadors for Irvine Burns Club and 
the Burns movement as a whole. 

WILLIAM COWAN 
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192. Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs. Quarterly meetings of the Association were 
hosted during the year by Ayr Burns Club, Irvine Burns Club, Alloway Burns Club, Irvine 
Lasses Burns Club, Kilmaurs Glencairn Burns Club and Busbiehill Burns Club. 

In January the Annual Church Service was held in Symington Church where the service 
was conducted by Rev. Alex Sutherland. 

The Association was represented at Wreathlaying Services at Kay Park, Kilmarnock in 
June and at Ayr in January and July as well as at the service at Leglen Wood. 

Trophies and certificates were awarded for singing and recitation of the works of 
Robert Burns at the Ayrshire Music Festival and prizes awarded to Kilmarnock Academy 
and St. Joseph 's Academy Kilmarnock in memory of John M. Irving. 

A committee has now been formed in connection with The Burns Federation 
Conference to be held in Kilmarnock in 1986. 

ENEZLOGAN 

197. Winnipeg Burns Club. Over 130 people attended our Annual Burns Supper, held 
in the Marlborough Inn on Wednesday 25th January 1984. President Les Archibald 
welcomed everyone and an excellent programme unfolded. After the introduction a short 
memorial service was held, followed by song selections by our soloist for the evening Mrs. 
Ethel Kolochen. Mr. A. Lorne Campbell of the St. Andrews Society of Winnipeg 
responded admirably to our president's toast to 'Canada The Land We Live In'. Our 
highland dancers Jillian Currie, Janice Rae, Deanna Hanson and Peter Archibald gave 
superb performances and our piper for this occasion was Heather Purvis who also piped 
in the Haggis which was carried in by J. J. Jackson and addressed inspiringly by Les 
Archibald. A four course meal deliciously purveyed by the Marlborough Inn included 
Fruit Cocktail, Scotch Broth, Haggis Bubblyjock, Cranberry Sauce, Bashed Neeps, Roast 
Tatties, Peach Melba and Tea or Coffee. Our guest speaker Dr. John Bumsted proposed 
the toast to the 'Immortal Memory', dealing with two Jess known yet most interesting 
works of Burns 'Address of Beelzebub' and 'Lines on meeting with Lord Daer'. Jack King 
proposed the witty toast to 'The Lasses' and the response was given by Jean Murie. Our 
Club enjoys a hearty exchange of 'Greetings Frae Ither Clubs' Secretary James Turnbull 
read the ones we had received, they are much appreciated by all, so keep them coming 
fellow Burnsians. Honorary Membership was presented to Ruth Glennie by Bill Welsh for 
her untiring efforts in keeping in touch with our infirm members. J. J. Jackson expressed 
a light hearted but sincere appreciation on behalf of the Club to all who participated in the 
evenings programme. 

We continue to meet regularly each month (recessing for summer from May to 
September) and have a good membership who take an active part in running the business 
and entertainment of the Club. Our statue of Burns still in good condition stands proudly 
in the grounds of the legislative buildings of Manitoba. Some serious considerations are 
under review regarding our Club sponsoring a Winnipeg schools programme to encourage 
and promote the works of Robert Burns. 

JAMES TURNBULL (SR) 

198. Gorebridge Burns Club. The Club held its Anniversary Dinner in the Club Rooms 
on Saturday 28th January 1984. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Pipe Sergeant 
Andrew Sharp, the Club Piper. The Company replied in song 'Green Grow the Rushes O'. 
The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Tom Bell, President of Edinburgh 
and District Burns Club Association. He gave a very full and constructive oration of the 
works of Robert Burns. A very full and varied programme was carried out by the Club 
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members. The vote of thanks was given by William Durie of Dalkeith Masonic Club. The 
evening concluded with a dance for the members and the singing of Auld Lang Syne. A 
Burns Supper for pupils in primary seven classes in our three primary schools was held in 
Gorebridge Primary School. The pupils performed the toasts themselves. A very pleasant 
evening was spent with these children. The winners of the Burns Federation Literature 
Competition ":ere presented with Burns books, 10 books were donated by our Club. Also 
a wrist watch was presented to the pupil in Gorebridge Primary School with the highest 
mark for Literature. 

The Club held a Song and Verse Competition in Gorebridge Primary for the three 
primary schools in the village. 12 book prizes were awarded to the winners and runner-ups 
in this competition. These pupils went forward to the competition run by the ED & BCA 
on lOth March at Airts Burns Club, Prestonpans. The Club will again take 130 pupils 
from our primary schools to the Burns country in June. Again we are indebted to Ayr 
Burns Club who kindly meet us at Burns Cottage with the children. It is with deep regret 
that I have to intimate the death of our Honorary President, Bruce McGuff on 3rd 
December 1983 in his 77th year. His passing will be deeply felt by his many friends in the 
Burns movement. He attended the Burns Supper held in Moscow in 1974 but his proudest 
moment was at the Dundee Conference in 1975 when he was presented with his Honorary 
President's Badge of the Burns Federation. Although his health was failing he attended 
the Canadian conference in 1979. His last conference was at Irvine in 1981. The 
Gorebridge Burns Club owes much to his knowledge of Burns so we will all miss the social 
freenly honest man. Evonne Michael, a pupil in primary seven at Gorebridge Primary 
School won the Verse Competition in the Edinburgh and District Burns Clubs Association 
held in the Airts Burns Club at Preston pans on Saturday, lOth March 1984. 

ALEXANDER LAW 

212. Portobello Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on Friday 27th January 
1984 in the Eskdale Rooms Musselburgh, attended by 130 Members and Guests. The 
Haggis was duly piped in by our Club Piper, Duncan Cameron and addressed by the 
President J. Stanley Cavaye, JP., with fitting ceremony. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Robert B. Reid M.A., the Rector of Musselburgh Grammar School. His 
theme, appropriately, was Burns's education-the contrast between the picture of the 
heaven-taught poet short of formal education which Burns himself to some extent played 
up to-and the real solid influence of his father keen to guide and prepared to buy the best 
education he could afford for his sons. Mr. Reid sketched in the width of the Bard's 
reading and study-even to his vocational training in mensuration and surveying and flax
dressing, but questioned if any of his teachers realised that he was a genius. The toast to 
'The Lasses' was proposed by the Head Boy of Portobello High School, Darren 
McKinnon and the Reply by the Head Girl, Joanne Macaulay. This has become a local 
tradition and always results in verbal fireworks. The true tribute in song was provided by 
Miss Mo;a Archibald and Ralph Parkinson with accompaniment by Miss Celia Cavaye. 
The vote of thanks to the artistes was proposed by Tom King and to the Chairman by Bill 
Combe. 

The Club continue to supply books of Scottish interest to the libraries of the four local 
primary schools and to the High School. In April they propose to arrange a bus outing to 
Elie and in June a bowling match with Portobello Bowling Club. 

ROBERT MACKAY 

217. Eskdale Burns Club. The Club's Annual Supper was held in the Eskdale Hotel, 
Langholm on Friday 27th January. Chief Guest was the Rev. Bill Ferguson from Annan. 
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His toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was greatly appreciated by the company. The toast to 
'Agriculture' was submitted by Margaret Pool and replied to by Tommy Wood. Eddie 
Armstrong Replied to Murray Ritchie's toast to 'Town and Trade'. 'The Lasses' were 
toasted by Billy Young and Moira Stewart replied. Michael Bell gave the toast to the Chief 
Guest. Stanley Thewliss accompanied the singers Alex Pool, Ian Rodger and Eddie 
Armstrong. Once again Alex Pool entertained the company with his excellent rendering of 
'Tam O' Shanter'. 

We regret to record the deaths of Club Members Matt Borthwick, Walter Richardson 
and Jean Dickson. Jean was Honorary President for 10 years and was a Life Member of 
the Club. Matt and Walter served on the Committee for many years. They are all sadly 
missed. 

SHEENA T. ELLIOT 

226. Dumfries Burns Club. The customary wreath was raised outside Greyfriars 
Church by the Secretary acting alone, because of the inclement weather. The heavy snow 
storm also caused the numbers at the Anniversary Service in St. Michael's Church that 
afternoon to be less well attended than it has been in recent years. After the service the 
President presided at the wreath laying ceremony. In the evening 109 members and guests 
attended the Anniversary Dinner. The 'Immortal Memory' was submitted by the Rev. J. 
W. Cook of the Henderson Church, Kilmarnock with much acceptance. The toast 'Land 
o' Cakes' was proposed by Mr. John Davies and Mr. Gavin Borland replied. 'The Lasses' 
were toasted by the Rev. Stephen Bradley of St. Andrews Church, Dumfries and Miss 
Agneta Koenraads who is on the staff of Maxwelltown High School, replied. A very full 
evening's entertainment was supplied by Tom Carrick, Miss Margaret Church and 
William Williamson. D. R. H. Crichton and James Howitt, both Past-Presidents of the 
Club, recited poems by Burns and the piper was A. T. Watson. 

In the course of the year the Club held a Summer Outing, in June, 1983 to Friar's Carse 
and a St. Andrew's Tide Celebration in December, 1983. Both occasions were very well 
supported and proved very popular. 

On 6th January, 1984 at the invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Kirkby, the curators at 
Friars Carse, which is owned by the Post Office Fellowship of Remembrance the Club 
held a Ceilidh at Friar's Carse. Guests from other Clubs included James Gall, and John 
Inglis Vice-President of the Federation, who brought with him the original whistle 
competed for in the drinking competition described in Burns' poem of that name and 
which whistle had been kindly loaned by the present owner. Mr. Crichton read Burns' 
poem and other Members of the Club provided a very acceptable evening's entertainment. 

Under the Will of the late Miss Bushby of Weymouth the Club has received three 
portraits of the Bushby family, John Bushby, who was Sheriff Clerk at Dumfries and who 
figured in Burns' poems, his brother, William Bushby, who was a member of the East 
India Company and Mary Bushby, the daughter of William Bushby. It is hoped that the 
portraits of William and Mary Bushby will be housed in the Gracefield Arts Centre and 
that the portrait of John Bushby will be loaned to the Sheriff Courthouse in Dumfries. 

J. A. C. McFADDEN 

238. Burns Club of Atlanta. The Annual Burns Supper was held on Saturday 28th 
January 1984 in the Burns Cottage. Seventy Members were present and thoroughly en
joyed the event. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Douglas Fraser who gave a 
most interesting toast on the theme 'Burns The Man'. The address to the Haggis was made 
by Bill Scott of Falkirk and the toast to 'The Lasses' by Mac Finlay, originally from 
Comrie. Toast to the Queen was made by Tommy Warren and the toast to 'Our Country' 
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by Douglas Macrae. These and the other toasts of the evening were all made by the Club 
Members themselves, while the response from the Lasses was given by the Club 
Secretary's wife Mrs. Marie Murray from Peebles. 

During 1983 the Club held its usual monthly meetings at which several speakers on 
various topics were heard. The Annual Ceilidh and main fundraiser was held in September 
when an excellent programme of Scottish songs, dances and piping was enjoyed by the 
large attendance. The Club participated in the Stone Mountain Highland Games by 
having a tent on the field and having Burns Readings in the cottage. During the March 
meeting, our Club became listed on the register of National Historical Buildings; the 
building is the only exact replica of the Alloway Cottage. 

ALEXANDER J. MURRAY 

242. Montrose Burns Club. Our Annual Festival was held in the Park Hotel, Montrose 
on Friday 27th January 1984. The company of over 110 was welcomed by President I. D. 
Hendry and the 'Immortal Memory' proposed by H. A. Taylor. was most warmly 
received. The Haggis had earlier been piped in by Pipe Major W. Reid and addressed in 
admirable fashion by F. C. Fraser. A fairly witty and original toast to 'Auld Scotia' was 
proposed by Rev. D. M. Gordon. 'Burns Clubs the World O'er' was eloquently proposed 
by C. R. Jessop and suitably replied to by Lt. Cdr. K. Cook, U.S.N. representative of a 
number of US Naval Officers from the US Navy Base at Edzell. A number of these of
ficers annually attend our festival and are most warmly welcomed. 'The Lasses O' were 
kindly proposed by M. E. McCormack, in reply in most humorous vein by Vice-President 
L. W. McAllister. All guests in the evening's entertainment were most warmly thanked by 
the President and the evening continued into the 'wee sma' oors' with entertainment from 
A. Balfour, L. Cunningham and J. Lindsay. 

The Wreath Laying Ceremony at the Burns Statue was held on Wednesday 25th 
January 1984. With President, I. Hendry being delayed by the extreme weather conditions 
the ceremony was held by Past-President, R. Livingston with a large number of Members 
in attendance. 

A. L. MACFARLANE 

252. Alloway Burns Club. Our Burns Anniversary Dinner was held in Belleisle House 
Hotel, Ayr on 19 January 1984, President, William Rae, chairing the function with his 
usual quiet efficiency. John Rodie of Ayr proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' in 
a passionate, eloquent and moving address which kept his listeners spellbound. The 
Haggis was addressed by Allan Stoddart, who gave an impeccable and dynamic per
formance. 'The Lasses' were toasted in capable fashion by Derek Wilson and a spirited 
and humorous reply was given by Mrs. Sylvia Offer. The soloist was Forbes Watson, who 
gave a pleasing interpretation of Burns songs to the skilful accompaniment of Mrs. M. 
Connell. The readings were given by Hugh Farrell who was in excellent and sparkling 
form. 

The Club suffered a severe loss this year through the sudden and unexpected death of 
James Wilson, a Past-President and a most loyal, devoted and self-effacing worker. He is 
sadly missed. 

Our stall at the Holy Fair during the Burns Festival Week at Rozelle, Ayr proved as 
attractive and profitable as ever thanks to the sterling work of Council and Club mem
bers. In the opening talk of the winter session Miss Betty Henderson, speaking on the 
topic 'Music of the North' traced its history and development in a most interesting 
fashion, making effective use of a tape-recorder and her own beloved fiddle to illustrate 
her points. The speaker on our St. Andrew's Night was Dr. John Strawhorn, who gave a 
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Alloway Burns Club's Annual Dinner in Belleisle House Hotel. President William Rae addressing the 
members. 

Photo : Robin Christie, Ayrshire Post 

most absorbing talk , based on his historical research work. The musical programme for 
the evening included a first-rate performance by instrumentalists John McCroskie and Ian 
Muir and some truly delightful singing by Mrs. M. Leitch. One very pleasing event this 
session was the presentation to Alloway Burns Club by Mainholm Academy, Ayr of a 
beautifully fashioned gavel and stand, a gift much appreciated. Other well-supported 
activities included a most successful hostess whist drive and a lively and enjoyable Scots 
Night with an interesting programme of Scots readings and songs, a Scots quiz and an 
outstanding performance, by two youthful and talented instrumentalists, Malcolm Rae on 
the accordion and John Kerr on the electric organ . 

JAMES GLASS, M.A. 

274. Troon Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Kennedy Restaurant 
Troon and was attended by approximately 80 persons. The address to the Haggis was 
done by W. W. Paterson who also did an excellent rendition of the Tam O' Shanter. The 
'Immortal Memory' was given by James Adam the new President. The theme of his 
address was the importance of Burns ' works to the morale of the Scottish people since he 
came at a time when the Scottish people were down following defeats in the Jacobite 
wars , proscription of Highland dress etc. Other speakers were A. D. Paton O.B.E., who 
toasted H.M. Forces which was replied to by Commander D. Ancon R.N. Peter Howie 
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toasted 'The Lasses' and the singers were Councillor Frank Shirley, W. Gardner, R. 
Lammont. R. K. Wilson and his staff provided an excellent dinner. 

During the year the Club attempted to increase its social acitivities and some meetings 
were held to see whether the constitution should be altered to admit ladies. Opinion was 
divided and ultimately it was decided to leave the constitution as it was. The Club were 
pleased to note however that the various meetings etc with ladies resulted in the ladies 
forming their own Club. Troon Burns Club have formally expressed their good wishes to 
Troon Ladies Burns Club. Troon Burns Club continued its policy during the year of 
providing prizes for the children of Troon all of which were purchased from the Burns 
Federation, Kilmarnock. 

JAMES ADAM 

Top Table at Troon. Front row: A. D. Paton, O.B.E., P. Howie, President J. Adam. Back row: G. 
McCulloch, Cdr. D. Ancona, R. N. , R. K. Wilson, PiperJ. Andrew. 

Photo: Douglas Stewart, Loans, Troon 

275. Ayr Burns Club Annual Report. The Anniversary Dinner this year was held in 
Elms Court Hotel, Ayr. The Rev. W. D. M. Moffat, M.A., proposed the toast to the 
'Immortal Memory' after an excellent address on Burns' philosophical verse which was 
heartily applauded by a large and appreciative audience. The toasts and replies to 'Auld 
Ayr' and 'The Lasses' also won delighted approval and a most enjoyable evening was 
made complete by songs and recitations from talented local artistes. 

Cold but dry weather favoured the Wreath-laying Ceremony held as usual at noon in 
Burns Statue Square. The Federation wreath was laid by Vice-President John Inglis. 
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Speakers and Guests at Ayr Burns Club. Front row: Mesdames Giddings, Venters, Boyle, Gray, 
McCallum, Kilmurry and Ferguson. Back row: G. Giddings, A. Macpherson, G. Kilmurry, Rev. W. D. 
M. Moffat, D. Gray, Provost Dr. J . L. Boyle, A. Venters, J. Ferguson and K. G. McCallum. 

Photo: Searle, Ayr 

Other wreaths were laid for, Kyle and Carrick District Council, The Ayrshire Association 
of Burns Clubs, Alloway Burns Club, Busbiehill Burns Club, Ayr Masonic Burns Club , 
The Burns Club of Australia and Ayr Burns Club. 

The Leglen Wood service in July was again held in perfect weather which produced a 
good attendance. In this lovely woodland setting, the Rev. Andrew Douglas, Minister 
Emeritus of Cadww Parish Church, Hamilton gave a very fine address to the memory of 
Robert Burns and William Wallace. 

R. L. Peddie, Deputy Principal of Craigie College of Education, Ayr was the speaker at 
our St. Andrew's Night Supper . His theme was education in Scotland and he outlined to 
the very interested assembly the latest proposals which were soon to be introduced at the 
secondary department levels in Scottish schools. 

Our Social Evening concert was held in February. The entertainment was provided by 
successful entrants in the Burns' Competitions in the local schools. This is always a very 
popular event enjoyed as much by the children as by the audience. Ayr Burns Club awards 
book prizes to these boys and girls at the end of the school term in June. 

At the Burns Festival Verse Speaking Competition held in the Burns Centre at Alloway, 
the winner of the Ayr Burns Club cup was Miss Lorna Cairney of Crosshill. This was 
presented by Mrs. Roma Ferguson, a member of our Council. 

J<:, G. McCALLUM 
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293. Newcraighall Welfare 'Poosie Nansie' Club. Our Annual Supper was held in 
Niddrie Bowling Club on Thursday 26th January 1984. The oration was rendered by 
George Hastie who received a great ovation, from our 70 members. Our other guest J. 
Bush both from the Airts Burns Club, rendered Dr. Hornbrook, which was a great success 
with the company. 

The annual game of bowls for the Bob Kelly Shield for members only was won by our 
President William Duncan. 

ROBERT KENDRY 

296. Walsall and District Scottish Society. Our Burns Anniversary Dinner was held in 
the Masonic Hall, Aldridge. The Principal Guests were the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress 
of Walsall. The Haggis was brought in by Dr. John Glennie with piper John Hodson in 
attendance, and addressed by President, Peter Smithson. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Peter Smithson. In a well worded speech he recalled the early days of the 
Walsall Society and the love of Burns the founders had. He also expressed the wish that 
the words of Burns in 'Honest Poverty' could come to pass, and said that the Worlds 
Anthem could then be 'Auld Lang Syne'. The toast was drunk with 'Highland Honours'. 
Graham Bird in a witty speech proposed 'The Lasses' and Susan Murray gave an equally 
witty reply. Bob Stobo proposed the toast to 'Guests and Kindred Societies' to which the 
Deputy Mayor replied. A selection of songs by Margaret Stuart, a Gold Medallist at 
Llangollen, was well received. 

The Club made a presentation to Jean and Fraser McKie at the Annual General Meeting 
on the occasion of their Golden Wedding. At the St. Andrew's Dinner the 'Toast to 
Scotland' was proposed by J. L. Lewis, President Walsall Welsh Society. Vice-President 
David Greer, replied. The evening finished with dancing to the 'wee small hours'. The 
September Social and the Hallowe'en Party were both well attended. 

JAMES M. McMILLAN 

307. Edinburgh Ayrshire Association. The institution of the Edinburgh Ayrshire 
Association in 1914 was marked by the Burns Dinner held in the King's Manor Hotel. At 
this 70th Anniversary dinner there were three Presidents present and all from Ayrshire. 
Tom Mcilwraith from Stair (President of the Burns Federation); Tom Bell from 
Drumley/ Ayr (President of the Edinburgh District Burns Clubs Association) and Mrs. C. 
Hunter from Ayr (President of the Edinburgh Ayrshire Association). 

Other events Cheese and Wine Party; Talk Burns and The Bible; Musical Evening; 
Coffee Morning; Whist Drive; talk Dovecotes of Scotland and Barge trip on the Union 
Canal. 

G. HENDERSON LAING 

323. Kirkcudbright. The Annual Supper was held in Royal Hotel Kirkcudbright. John 
Stevenson from Moffat proposed the 'Immortal Memory' supported by other toasts to 
'Agriculture', 'The Lasses', and 'Royal Burgh of Kirkcudbright' and accompanied by 
songs and recitations. 

ADAM GRAY 

336. Peterhead Burns Club. The 158th Anniversary was traditionally celebrated in the 
Palace Hotel in Friday 27th January by a record attendance of some 260 all male members 
and guests. Dr. David Purdie, a·n Ayrshire man now lecturing in medicine at Leeds 
University, proved why he has been in demand world-wide by proposing a thoroughly 
professional toast to our National Bard. Aberdeen solicitor, Michael Park C.B.E. of 
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Grampian Television fame, gave a tremendously entertaining speech in his toast to 'Puir 
Auld Scotland'. The toast 'Our Guests' was in the very capable hands of local veterinary 
surgeon Sandy Anderson with who better to reply than local farmer Neil Godsman. Bill 
Adam, in giving an excellent toast to the President, provided the springboard for Dr. 
David Purdie to show his versatility to a very appreciative audience. The speakers and 
artistes were, as usual, introduced by local dominie and Club croupier, Cyril Mutch. As 
usual Cyril remained cool calm and sober to introduce Past-President Charlie Kelman to 
'Address The Haggie', Jim Buchan and Gordon Hay to give their recitations and Sydney 
Hutchison and David McDonald to sing Burns' songs to the accompaniment of pianist 
Stephen Calder. Without doubt another night to remember. 

JOHN M. M. SMITH 

340. Balerno Burns Club. The 103rd Anniversary Supper was held in the Kestrel 
Hotel, Balerno, Saturday, 2lst January, 1984. Edward McCue, President, Master of 
Ceremonies in the Chair. Jimmie Dunbar our leading vocalist gave a very good ex
planation in the 'Immortal Memory' of how history of Burns time effected many of his 
poems. 62 people sat down to a sumptious supper, Cockieleekie soup, bashed tatties, 
neeps, with haggis which swelled their tykes. It was played in by our Club Piper, Kerr 
Cowan, and carried in by the cook of hotel. Yours truly said the 'Selkirk Grace'. After 
supper the Chairman asked the company to observe a minute's silence for our oldest 
Member, Harry Rankin, who passed away the previous August in his 90th year. He joined 
the Club in 1919 after serving in the Seaforth Highlanders all during the duration of the 
First World War. My Bards oration was an obituary to Harry. The thanks to the Speaker 
was given by Jimmie Johnstone. Dave Tanner, a Member of the Club gave a very witty 
toast tae 'The Lasses'. Jim Tait, an old Member, gave the history of the Club, under its 
local name 'Let It Blaw'. 'Tam O' Shanter' and 'Holy Willie's Prayer' were ably recited, 
and acted, a trio give 'Willie Brewed A Peck O' Maut' with great laughter all around. Two 
police inspectors recited 'The Twa Dogs' and suitably dressed Jack McCaig sang a song of 
the Club carried down through the years from 1881. All these functions were interlaced 
with song, music and poetry, finishing with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

The Club held their annual dance. 'A Nicht Wi' The Lasses' on Friday 2nd December, 
1983. The ages ran from 23 to 80. After a Burns Supper, it was on with the dance, 
eightsome reels and waltzes mixed with pop dancing. A social part with song and a quiz on 
Burns. It finished in the wee sma' oors with 'Auld Lang Syne' and three hearty cheers. 

Children's Burns Supper for Primary 7 was held in Deanpark School Hall on Friday lst 
February, 1984. The children do all the speeches, even the Chairperson, an 11 year old 
girl. After a hefty Burns Supper cooked and served by the teachers, toasts were drunk in 
.orange juice. Entertainment was singing, dancing and music with poetry, finishing with 
'Auld Lang Syne'. If the spirit wasn't in the juice, it was in the bairns. They went home 
tired, but happy. 

The Children's Verse Competition was held, 17th February. Song Competition, 
February 24th. All in Deanpark School Hall. 'The first and second prize winners of 
primary 7 will go forward to compete in the E. & D.B. Federation Competitions on !Oth 
March at The Royal Musselburgh •Golf Club. Balerno and Marchbank Burns Clubs 
donate book tokens to lst 2nd and 3rd winners. Both junior and senior group. Shields for 
senior winners, both song and verse to hold for only one year with name inscribed. Cups 
donated by individual Club members to winners of both essay and literary competition. 
Names incribed. 
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349. Howff Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 16th January in the Auld 
Hoose, Kilmarnock. Unfortunately like many other Burns Suppers this year, the in
clement weather caused a depletion in the number of those attending. A very well
constructed and interesting 'Immortal Memory' was ably proposed by the President of the 
Kilmaurs Glencairn Burns Club, William Gray. This was well supported by the other 
artistes. 

A full season of meetings was enjoyed by the members and the laying of a wreath at 
Burns Statue in Ayr both in January and July was again an important part of the Club's 
activities. 

S. HANNAH 

360. Lochee Burns Club. Due to severe weather in January our Annual Burns Supper 
was postponed and held on 16th February, 1984 when a company of 166 Members and 
Guests were welcomed by our President E. Urquhart. The address to The Haggis was 
given by F. Smith, Past-President, piped in by Pipe Major Stewart Bowman and carried 
by Mrs. N. McWilliams, President of the Ladies Section. The 'Immortal Memory' of 
Robert Burns was proposed by Robert A. Ball J.P., who held the audience by giving a true 
picture of the Life and Works of Robert Burns, fact, opinion and wit. A collection for 
Jean Armour Homes realised £26. A sketch of Poosie Nansie's Tavern was portrayed by 
Ally Gowans, Past-President as Rab and his cronies Tam and Soutar Johnie supported by 
Members and ladies all suitably dressed in the traditional manner. Burns songs were 
rendered by Ann Kernan and John Strachan. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by 
W. Brown with humour and expression Mrs. Jean Harvey replied in a most natural way. 
T. Young, Secretary proposed a toast to the artistes. D. Scott Past-President replied. 
Selections were given by Pipe-Major S. Bowman followed by a dance to the music of 
Bruce Wallace, Bob Edward and Frank McLevy. 

The St. Andrew's Night celebration was held on lst December 1983. President E. 
Urquhart extended a warm welcome to a company of 160 Members and Guests. A 
'Clootie Dumpling' was piped in by Pipe-Major Stewart Bowman and suitably addressed 
by A. Gowans Past-President who then proposed a toast to St. Andrew and Scotland. 
Entertainment was provided by Miss Maureen Crighton, John Strachan and John Tosh. 
A display of Scottish country dancing was elegantly given by 'Jacobite Dancers' to the 
music of Bruce Wallace and Frank McLevy and also to a dance that followed. A vote of 
thanks to the artists was proposed by D. Scott Past-President. In all this was a wonderful 
evening. 

THOMAS YOUNG 

366. Liverpool Burns Club. Liverpool Burns Club had a very successful Burns Dinner 
on 21st Janury, with a capacity attendance. John G. Read, Merseyside County 
Archivest, proposed the 'Immortal Memory' in a most interesting and unusual manner. 
The full address to the Haggis was eloquently given by the President, Harry 
Birkhead. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Norman Bell and the reply given 
by Miss Jean M. Anderson. The soloist was Bill Lawler accompanied by Derek Sadler, 
the Piper was Colin Spence. The evening concluded with dancing. 

To mark our 60th Anniversary a Ceilidh for the members was held in February, and 
proved to be a most enjoyable evening with excellent entertainment. One of our younger 
members, Vicki Hughes travelled from Glasgow specially to be our soloist. The toast to 
the Club was proposed by the President, Harry Birkhead, who, together with our longest 
serving member, Elizabeth Jolly, cut the special birthday cake. The usual Club evenings, 
when talks have been given on various cultural subjects, have been held in a new venue 
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which has proved very popular. Social evenings have also been held when we have been 
pleased to welcome members from other kindred societies. During the summer months, 
rambles and other outings have been held. A generally very successful and happy year 
when attendances have been slightly up, and new members have been welcomed. 

MARGARET J. BI RKHEAD 

Top Table and Guests at Dundonald Burns Club, 27th January 1984. 
Photo: Ron Vavasour, Ayr 

370. Dundonald Burns Club. The Club's 21st anniversary Celebration and Dinner was 
held on Friday 27th January 1984 in the Montgomerie Hall, Dundonald. President 
Duncan Rigg was in the Chair, ably assisted by Vice-President Bill Pollock who acted as 
Croupier. Among the guests were Lt. Cdr. Brian Clarke and Lt. Cdr. Mike Durston of 
H.M.S. Gannet and Tom Holden, Captain of Royal Troon Golf Club . Included in Club 
greetings were good wishes from Douglas Stewart in Australia, John Neil in Thailand and 
a past-president Bill Cameron now in Jeddah. To mark the occasion everyone present 
received a bottle of whisky (albeit a miniature) specially labelled for the anniversary. A 
special display of programmes and photographs of the past 20 years received plenty of 
attention and some considerable comment on the changes made with the passage of time! 

All the toasts were in the hands of Club Members. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Dennis Johnston . 'The Lasses' by Allan Paterson and a toast to 'The Club ' 
by Past-President Vic McDonald. The Reply was made by Secretary Robert Kirk . Im· 
mediate Past-President Norman Brown thanked Speakers, Artists an' a' and Gordon 
McGibbon thanked Chairman, Croupier and Officials. The artists taking part were 
singers, Ian Mair and Scott Cooper. Accompanist Jim Clark and piper Jimmy Cook. The 
Reader was a Past-President , Cliff Botcherby and to complete the evening 'The Gangrels' 
delivered a life like 'Willie Brew 'd' obviously with some practice! 
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Annual St. Andrew's Night Dinner which met as usual, a ready of sale of tickets. The 
annual Barn Dance is now an established feature and is extremely popular to members and 
Committee alike who find it a money spinner to meet ever increasing costs. The annual 
School Outing for pupils of Primary 7 at Dundonald School took place in June with the 
Burns Centre at Alloway as the venue. The Senior Citizens' Burns Supper attracted a good 
turn out with all the toasts being proposed by Club Members. It is with deep regret that we 
record the passing of two of our members; Bert Griffiths and our Honorary President Bill 
Johnston; both will be sadly missed. 

ROBERT KIRK 

377. Kilbirnie Rosebery Burns Club. The toast of 'Immortal Memory' was proposed 
by President W. 0. Clark and the toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by W. McPike of 
Barrmill Jolly Beggars Club to a large attendance of members and friends. 

The usual monthly talks held throughout the winter were well attended. The Hallowe'en 
Dance was up to its usual high standard. Our final night at which Mr. Neil Fisher and 
company from Ayr entertained the members and visitors from other Clubs. The 
Schoolchildren's Competition seem to get more enjoyable each year. 

TOM SMITH 

378. Edinburgh and District Burns Club Association. Wreath laying Ceremony at 
Flaxman Statue National Portrait Gallery by kind permission of Dr. Thomson. Musical 
evening by Alan Borthwick and Company. Verse and Song Competition held at The 
Royal Musselburgh Golf Club Prestongrange House by kind permission. 

G. HENDERSON LAING 

393. Annan Ladies' Burns Club. Annual Supper-This was late this year but well 
worth waiting for and it was to a full house that the Principal Speaker proposed the 
'Immortal Memory', the speaker being the Rev. James Currie of Dunlop, well-known 
writer and TV personality, and what a wonderful job he made of it. His toast was full of 
humour and showed his great knowledge and understanding of the Bard. Jim Jackson 
addressed The Haggis in stirring style which was piped in by Leslie Watson. An excellent 
meal was then enjoyed, made and served by Alex Irving and his staff of The Bruce 
Restaurant. The toast to 'The Queen' was given by President, Miss J. Aguss. This was 
followed by the reading of greeting cards by the Secretary. Those came from places as far 
apart as Dover and Dundee, and even one from Spain. Soloist was G. Shearer whose 
pleasant tenor voice sounded to great advantage as he sang Burns Songs unaccompanied! 
Jim Jackson, whose rendition of 'Tam O' Shanter', held the audience enthralled. The pipe 
selection by Leslie Watson was much appreciated and various toasts were ably given by 
Club Members. Truly an unforgettable evening. 

All our meetings had excellent attendances. AGM in October. November meeting as 
usual saw our Hallowe'en Party, guisers, dookin' for apples and all the traditional carry
ons. Also in November we held our St. Andrew's Night, the speaker being Jim Jackson 
who spoke about 'The Varied Qualities of The Scottish Character-The Admirable and 
Unacceptable.' There can be few speeches at St. Andrew's celebrations which ended with a 
quotation in praise of Burns by Bernard Levin. Christmas Party enjoyed by about seventy 
ladies who said it was a man's world? An extra meeting in January as our dinner did not 
take place until 2nd February. A very successful Bring and Buy Sale in March. The closing 
Social will take place in April and an Evening Drive is planned for June. Looking forward 
to conference in Stirling and meeting auld aquaintances. 

SALLY KNIGHT 
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401. Brig-En' (Waverley). The Club was honoured this year in having two well known 

Burnsians to speak at their Burns Supper. Toasting the 'Immortal Memory' was the Rev. 
James Currie from Dunlop, and the toast to 'The Lasses' was given by local man David 
Shankland. The Reply to 'The Lasses' was made by Miss Myrna Corrie, from Tongland. 

The company was welcomed by Club President-Dr. W. Balfour, who went on to Address 
the Haggis in flamboyant style. Mrs. A. McCullough entertained the company to the 
Songs of Robert Burns, accompanied at the piano by her husband-D. McCullough. A 

roisterous rendering of 'Tam O' Shanter' by Tom McCall um maintained the Burns theme. 
Piper for the evening was Miss Carolyn Ross. David Solley acted as Master of Ceremonies 
and during the evening he made a presentation of a print of 'The Brow Well' to the Rev. 
Currie in recognition of his attendance at the Brig-En Burns Supper. The evening closed 
with a vote of thanks to all speakers and artists, and was done in humorous fashion by 
Michael Webb. 

ROBERT AGNEW 

405. Caledonian Society of Sheffield. The Annual Burns Supper was celebrated with a 

Dinner and Dance at which the 'Immortal Memory' was submitted by Alex Currie of the 
University of Edinburgh in a perceptive and often witty speech, linked the poetry and 
prose of Burns very closely to the culture of his time. The toasts to 'The City we bide in' 
and 'Oor Guests' was ably proposed by a long standing member of our Society John K. 
McPhie, and was responded to by Dr. Peter Jones, Lord Mayor of The City of Sheffield. 
At the request of our President the toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed to in song by 
Andrew I. Nimmo, and suitably replied to by his wife Gwendoline who charmingly sang 
the reply. The change in format was very much welcomed by the applause given to these 
lovely singers. The toast to 'The President' and 'The Caledonian Society of Sheffield' was 

proposed by the Master Cutler, W. J. Denys Carr with the reply being made by our 
President Norman Hanlon, he himself being a former Master Cutler. The Haggis was ably 

addressed by one of our new members Richard Gibson. 
At the combined Presidents' Reception/St. Andrew's Dinner and Dance the members 

were pleased to have with us the Rev. Ernest C. Marvine, former Chaplain to the Society, 

and minister of one of the churches in Sheffield where a number of our members attend. It 
is customary to have a break in the dance programme and this year Andrew Wilson recited 
'Tam O' Shanter'. All those present had a copy of the poem before them with suitable 
translations at the end of each line to ensure that everyone in the room could enjoy its 
meaning. It was beautifully rendered and will be remembered for many years to come. 
More people attended the President's Reception than had been the case for many years, 

and it was the hope of the President that the same would apply to the Burns' Dinner and 
Dance. Unfortunately on account of poor weather, illness and a number of people taking 
winter holidays this was not to be the case, but it is good to have the high numbers at
tending our many other functions in our programme of events which include two Ceilidhs, 
Hogmanay Party, Scottish Country Dance, Scottish Concert and Haggis Supper, Spring 
Dinner and Dance, Family Picnic, Indoor Bowls Evening, two informal evenings all very 
enjoyable in their own way. 

The Annual Church Service on the morning after the President's Reception was well 
attended and it was a pleasure for the Society to welcome its new Chaplain the Rev. Peter 
Chave who gave a sermon on the theme of St. Andrew. 

The Charities Evening took a different form with a grand draw, together with a tom
bola, and was not only well attended but all the members were able to assist in sending 

some £400 to each of the two Charities-The Quarriers Homes and The Deaf Association. 
Both very much appreciated these contributions. 

RICHARD A. COGHILL i 
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437. Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1. Our Annual Burns Supper was held on 24th 
January 1984 in The Aberdour Hotel. Our President Mrs. V. Kerr was in the Chair and 
welcomed a large gathering of Members and Guests including Miss Humphries from 
Australia. The main speaker of the evening was the Rev. John Pagan, Minister of St. 
Michael's Church. In proposing the 'Immortal Memory' he spoke of Burns humanity 
passion and spirituality. The Haggis was piped in by Alf Geddes carried aloft by Mrs. M. 
Schlag and addressed by D. Mccuaig. Other toasts by Club Members, songs by Miss J. 
Murchie and William Williamson, recitations by D. McCuaig and many greetings from 
kindred Clubs were included in the programme. During the evening Mrs. M. McCuaig, 
Past-President was presented with a gold luckenbooth brooch and Past-President badge as 
a mark of appreciation of her term of office an enjoyable evening ended with 'Auld Lang 
Syne'. 

Monthly programmes have been varied and extra meetings included a Hallowe'en Party 
in October and St. Andrew's Night in November when Father Bradley from St. Andrews 
Church was our guest speaker. We have given donations to various charities including a 
special one to the Leukaemia Fund. After the Anniversary Service in St. Michael's Church 
on 25th January a wreath was laid by our President at Burns Mausoleum and on 29th 
January at the Burns Memorial Service in Loreburn Church the lessons were read by Mrs. 
V. Kerr and Mrs. E. Haining. The 150th Anniversary of the death of Jean Armour, widow 
of Robert Burns was commemorated at the Mausoleum on 26th March. A wreath was laid 
by our President. Our closing social was an excellent evening in Aberdour Hotel. Our 
Piper Mrs. H. Nelson was presented with a scroll making her an Honorary Member of our 
Club. Mrs . E. Kirkland who was Secretary from September 1972-September 1983 was 
presented with a beautiful gold bracelet which shows the esteem our members have for 
'Oor Bessie'-a worthy recipient. Our summer outing is to the Borders in June. 

MRS. ELIZABETH HAINING 
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454. Rotherham and District Scottish Association. Our Burns Dinner and Dance was a very special occasion being held on 24th January 1984-exactly 60 years to the date from the first Burns Dinner held to inaugurate the Association. There was an excellent gathering despite the weather which was snowy and icy. We were delighted to welcome the President of the Federation Tom Mcilwraith and his charming wife, also the Presidents of Chesterfield, Doncaster and the Yorkshire Area. We also had in attendance twelve Past· Presidents of our Association, several having travelled distances to be with us on this occasion. President C. M. Murray being unable to attend due to illness our Senior Past· President and Honorary President of the Federation, G. W. Burnett deputised and was escort to Mrs. M. Murray (President's Consort). The Haggis was piped in with Honours by Piper K. McLeod and addressed by Past-President William Ingram. The 'Immortal Memory' was submitted by Mrs. Mena Falkener, Past-President of Sheffield Caledonian Society in a most masterly manner. The toast 'The Lasses' was very ably proposed in rhyme by J. Preston and replied to by his daughter Mrs. M. Murray poetically to the delight of the company. The toast to the Association, on this auspicious evening was submitted by the President of the Burns Federation and was received with great ap· predation by all. The Jubilee Cake was then cut. Thanks were expressed on behalf of the guests by R. McGlasson, President of Doncaster Caledonian Society. The evening con· tinued with dancing until 12.30 am. Thanks must be given to the Secretary, Mrs. J. Jeavons for the work involved in organising this very memorable evening. 
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Our programme for the year began with the President's Reception which was held on 
7th October 1983 at Tapton Hall, Sheffield. Due to the sudden illness of President C. M. 
Murray his wife took over his duties. We were joined on this occasion by the Presidents of 
Worksop, Gainsborough and Retford. This was a very successful and happy evening 
enjoyed by all. St. Andrew's Church Service was held on 27th November 1983 at Talbot 
Lane Methodist Church Rotherham and the Rev. R. G. Ambler gave a most interesting 
sermon of St. Andrew. To complete the service we had the baptism of the infant of one 
our members. Luncheon followed at the Carlton Park Hotel, Rotherham. The final 
function of the season was a Scottish Evening and Ceilidh. 

MRS. M. IRVINE 

461. Leicester Caledonian Society. I don't suppose that it happens often but it did in 
Leicester on 28th January 1984 when the very last person to leave the Grand Hotel after 
our Anniversary Dinner was the Lord Mayor. With the Lady Mayoress, Councillor 
George W. Billington came to enjoy himself and a new experience, and from the time he 
was warmly and graciously received by the President, Miss Rob Cassie, he did just that. 
We had one big disappointment due mainly to the adverse weather-Abe Train was 
unable to be with us to propose the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' but one of our newer 
members, Past-President of Wakefield Society, Jim Campbell, substituted and gave us a 
very clear, interesting and eloquent address. Our President's toast to 'The City of 
Leicester' was excellent as was the Lord Mayor's reply. Joe Parton addressed 'The 
Haggis' most dramatically and toasted 'The Ladies' with his usual dry humour and 
getting a spirited reply in return from his wife, Dorothy. As always our Hon. Piper, lain 
Insch was there to do the honours for the dinner and to help along with Bob Wilson on the 
accordion to provide music for the dancing. Miss Joan Hartshorn and Arthur Greasley 
accompanied by Mrs. Della Taylor gave us a good selection of Burns songs. With John 
Baxter, M.C., to keep us all in order we did have a good evening for this 107th 
celebration. 

We continue to keep our links with other associations in the area and are particularly 
pleased to report that our Children's Class has revived after a lapse of several months and 
their dance displays have delighted everyone. 

MRS. J.M. CUTTING 

462. Cheltenham Scottish Society. About 100 members and friends were welcomed to 
the Burns Supper at the Carlton Hotel by the Vice-President, Bob Naismith to the strains 
of the pipes played by lain Willox. Our Chairman had laid on a full programme for the 
evening, the highlight of which was the address to the 'Immortal Memory' by the Rev. 
Tom Morrison. This was indeed memorable, being a moving account of the place oc
cupied by Burns in the eighteenth century and his role in lifting his country, and its 
language and literature from the disastrous effects of the events of the earlier part of the 
century. 'Tam O' Shanter' was recited by James Graham, Mark King proposed the toast 
to 'The Lasses', and there were other contributions by Jim Smith, Alice State, and 'The 
Lads' with their traditional rendering of 'Willie Brewed a Peck o' Maut'. Small wonder 
that our President, Sandy McKenzie, in thanking all who took part, spoke of the evening 
as one of our best yet. 

The Society endeavours to run at least one event per month throughout most of the 
year, endeavouring to cater also for very varied tastes. These run from the formality of 
the St. Andrew's Dinner, with Sir Kenneth Dover as speaker; the Highland Ball, with its 
splendid setting in the Town Hall; the Concert; to the Hogmanay Party, and the cosy 
informality of the Ceilidh and the Hallowe'en Party. One gratifyingly successful evening 
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was that held by the Heritage Circle, which seems set to become a precedent for others. In 
addition there is the weekly Scottish Country dancing, ending in May with the dance in the 
beautiful country setting of the Tithe Barn at Stanton and the Saturday morning Highland 
dancing and piping classes, which are going from strength to strength. 

WILLIAM COWIE 

469. Denny Cross Burns Club. Our Annual Supper was held in the Lairox Inn on 20th 
January. Grace was said by W. Beveridge, and after dinner the 'Immortal Memory' was 
given by C. Duthie. Address to 'The Haggis' was ably done by A. Farquhar. 'Our Guests' 
was President David Blair's Toast and the Reply by C. Duthie. 'Tam O' Shanter' was then 
recited by Mrs. Anne Blair. The toast to 'The Lasses' was in the capable hands of A. 
Hunter and a humorous reply in rhyme was very well done by Mrs. Marion Johnstone. 
Chairman and Artistes were toasted by Vice-President M. McMenemy and the 'Host and 
Hostess' by Mrs. Jean Carruthers. Songs were given by W. Beveridge, H. Busby, G. 
Watters, Mrs. S. Farquhar, Mrs. M. Borthwick and Mrs. M. Mair. A pipe selection by R. 
McLay and music by J. Quigley. The evening concluded with the singing of 'Auld Lang 
Syne'. 

At the September meeting we were given an insight in to the Police Training College. 
October-prize winners of Club prizes from Denny High School. Our St. Andrew's Night 
was held on 25th November and our guest speaker was W. McRae. December-this was a 
Christmas party and was enjoyed by all members of the Club. Our Annual Supper was 
held on 20th January. February-we were given a look into the world of finance by A. 
Hislop from our local branch of the Trustee Savings Bank. March-we had Dr. Anderson 
who gave an interesting talk on his travels in China. April-this will be our AGM. May we 
are having a night at the Fintry Inn to finish of the season. 

WILLIAM BEVERIDGE 

492. Harrow and District Caledonian Society. The pleasant venue of the Winston 
Churchill Hall, Ruislip and a first-class meal added to the memorable but traditional 
Burns Celebration which was enjoyed by 173 members and guests. The Haggis was ad· 
dressed with style by Past-President Angus Mathie. A splendid 'Immortal Memory' was 
rendered by the Rev. Robert Findlay, a Glaswegian who is minister of a local Harrow 
Baptist Church. The guests were toasted by President James Elder and the Hon. Judge 
Brian Galpin gave the reply. Wylie White proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' and the Rev. 
Hazel Whitehead gave a charming reply. Burns songs were rendered by John Clifford who 
appeared by permission of the Royal Opera, Covent Garden. Others of oor ain folk 
participating were the Hon. Secretary, Janet Hogge, who read the greetings from kindred 
societies, and Past-President James Mason who added colour to the evening with 
recitations, also Past-President Kath Wagner who played the piano with great expertise. 

During the year the Society members also enjoyed a full and varied programme of 
events which included a dinner held at Northwood Golf Club when the principal speakers 
included Lady Banks and Archy Kirkwood, MP. A ramble in the Chilterns, a traditional 
family Hallowe'en Party and a visit to the local Pinner Chalk Mines, while our dancing 
enthusiasts enjoyed five Scottish Country Dances and some of our young people 
represented us in several Highland Dancing Competitions, some south of the border and 
some in Scotland. 

JANET M. HOGGE 

494. Motherwell United Services Club Burns Section. The 50th Anniversary Burns 
Supper of the Club took place on Wednesday 25th January 1984 when the President 
James Lees presided over a company of 250. The Haggis was carried aloft by Alex 
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Guests at Motherwell United Services Club Golden Jubilee Supper. 
Photo: F. &J. Adam, Motherwell 

Kirkwood and piped in by Piper George Lawson. The Address was given in fine style by 
David Lees. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. J.B. Allan 
B.A. This toast was very much appreciated by the assembled guests. The toast to 'The 
Club' was proposed by John Russell and replied to by James Cooper, Club President. 
Readings were given by Bob Dewar and appropriate songs were sung by Gavin Stewart 
and Billy Forrest's accompanist was Billy Paton. The 'Master of the Night' was Tom 
Brown. As this was our Jubilee Year. The company was enhanced by the presence of 
Provost John McCormack of Motherwell District and four of our friends from Coventry 
'Tam O' Shanter' Burns Club, headed by Eddie Bell who conveyed the Fraternal 
Greetings from our friends in Coventry. 

The monthly meetings continue to be well attended. A varied programme is being 
arranged for the coming months. Our annual visit to our friends at Coventry takes place 
during March and once again it is a visit which the members look forward to the St. 
Andrew's Dance was once more an outstanding success. 

JAMES WILLIAMS 

501. Galt Burns Club. A capacity group of Members and Guests enjoyed the 76th 
Annual Banquet of the Galt Burns Club. Included among our Guests were Chris Speyer 
MP, Bill Barlow MPP, and Claudette Millar, Mayor of The City of Cambridge, Ontario: 
also Dr. Jim Connor, President London Burns Club and President of The North 
American Association of Federated Burnsians. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was 
given by our Immediate Past-President William G. Pettigrew. The Chairman for the 
evening was Vice-President Jim Cunningham. Adding to the highlights of the evening was 
awards presented to Mrs. Ina Milne and James Hanley for the many years of outstanding 
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service to the Club and the Community of Cambridge which was presented to the sur
prised recipients by President Tom Milne. A Social and Dance followed the Supper, toasts 
and words of encouragement from our distinguished guests and a most enjoyable evening 
was had by everyone who attended. 

St. Andrew's Night was one with a great deal of Scottish -flavour with the pipes, 
highland dancing and of course pie and peas and shortbread, etc. The Christmas Dinner 
was also a very popular function where Ashet Pies was the Bill of Fare complete with 
Santa who brought everyone a gift. We now look forward to another very active year after 
our own Annual General Meeting and we will have representatives at the 1984 A.G .M. in 
Stirling, Scotland. 

Mrs. Ina Milne, President Tom Milne and Jim Hanley at Galt Burn Club's annual banquet. 
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516. Airts Burns Club, Prestonpans. Our 50th Anniversary Supper was held on 
Saturday 2lst January 1984 in the Royal Musselburgh Golf Club, Prestonpans. The 
'Immortal Memory' was given by President J. H. Bush. 

St Andrew's Night, a bus drive to Kilmarnock and Ayr, a visit to Gorebridge Burns 
Club and monthly dances. 

WALTERM.MUIR 

530. Southern Scottish Counties Burns' Association. Our Quarterly Meetings were 
well attended. Held in the Globe Inn visitors were again entertained and given hospitality 
and shown places of interest within the District. On 18th July the usual service was held at 
the Brow Well. An excellent address was given by Rev. Mr. Williamson (Retired Former 
Minister, Ruthwell Church). Wreath laid by Mrs. Williamson. Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Mcllwraith, President of Burns Federation and Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Anderson, Secretary 
of Burns Federation, were invited guests. An enjoyable evening was held in The Globe Inn 
afterwards. 

Our Schools Convener, D. Wilson Ogilvie, Senior Vice-President of the Burns 
Federation, reports that 19 schools took part in the Burns Federation School Competition 
and Book Prizes would be given to the winners. A special effort on the Life of Joseph 
Laing Waugh, the poet from Thornhill, was undertaken by the pupils of Wallace Hall 
Academy when two pupils were winners and received prizes. 

Wednesday 25th January 1984 the Anniversary Church Service was held in St. 
Michael's Church. The address was given by Rev. John Pagan F.R.S.A., St. Michael's 
Minister. Wreath Laying Ceremony took place afterwards at the Mausoleum. Many Clubs 
were represented. Representatives from District and Regional Councils attended also 
children from four schools, owing to the snow and ice conditions two schools numbering 
86 pupils could not attend. 

Six members from within our Association attended the Annual Federation Conference 
of 1983 held in Annapolis U.S.A. 150 years ago Jean Armour's death took place on 26th 
March. To mark the occasion wreaths were placed in the Mausoleum by President D. 
Smith S.S.C.B.A., Burns Federation, Tom Mcllwraith, D. McQuaig, Dumfries Burns 
Club, Mrs. V. Kerr Dumfries Ladies Burns Club No. 1. 

Representing the Provost, Mr. Ken Cameron extended a welcome to the Burnsians at 
the Mausoleum. Afterwards in the Queensberry Hotel a talk on Jean Armour's Life was 
given by Mrs. Hilda Falder, and a Slide Show by Mr. Shearer, both members of the 
Rosamond Club, Gretna and two short poems by Mr. I. Millar. The Federation President 
Tom Mcllwraith expressed his thanks for a wonderful and enjoyable evening spent with so 
many Burns lovers. The Benediction was given by the Rev. John Pagan. A Buffet Tea 
rounded off the proceedings. D. Wilson Ogilvie proposed the Vote of Thanks to everyone 
who had contributed to the success of the evening. 

MRS. MARY SHEARER 

534. Bedlington and District Burns Club. Our Burns Night was held at The Masonic 
Hall Bedlington on Wednesday 25th January 1984. The Club President, Dr. John Brown, 
welcomed a full house. Vice-President Bob Hamilton addressed The Haggis in his own 
inimitable style. Dr. Robert Campbell gave the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' to a very 
appreciative audience. Guests and Club Members all enjoyed an excellent traditional 
meal. The evening was a great success. 

A Christmas Social Evening was held on 30th December with a capacity crowd turning 
out. For the second of our major annual functions our Ladies Night was held at The 
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Masonic Hall on 17th May. Several other social functions have been arranged throughout 

the year. 
W. D. SCOTI 

553. Wolverhampton and District Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held 

on Friday 27th January 1984 at the Masonic Lodge 211 Tettenhall Road Wolverhampton. 

Attendance 190. President W. Murray presiding over a very successful evening.:._usual 

high standard of speeches with 'Immortal Memory' proposed by D. A. McDonald . 

Dancing afterwards to Dennis Salter and his Band. 
St. Andrew's Dance-Saturday, 26th November, 1983 at the Connaught Hotel, Tet

tenhall Road, Wolverhampton attendance approximately 150.-Dancing after the meal to 

W. Mcfarlane and his Band. Various other Supper Dances spread over the period Sep

tember, 1983 to March, 1984. Also President's Night held in February which comprised a 

quiz, buffet and dance. Annual General Meeting held on Thursday lOth May, 1984. 
PETER SHARPLES 

555. Harrogate St. Andrews Society. 114 Members and Friends attended the Annual 

Supper on Saturday 28th January 1984 at the Granby Hotel Harrogate. The Haggis was 

piped in by the Society's Hon. Piper Sq. Ldr. Angus Grant and Addressed by President 

Top Table at Harrogate St. Andrew's Society Burns Supper, Granby Hotel, Harrogate 28th January 

1984. ' 
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Tom Grant. The 'Immortal Memory' was ably proposed by Past-President Gordon 
Stewart. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Philip Thake and the President's Lady 
Kareen Grant, responded. Junior Vice-President Murdo Graham proposed the toast to 
'Our Guests' and the Mayor of Harrogate, Councillor Sam Cryer, responded. 

The Society's full calendar included the St. Andrew's Day Dinner Dance in the Granby 
Hotel and St. Andrew's Day Commemoration Service in St. Paul's URC conducted by the 
Hon. Chaplain, Rev. S. 0. Jones, a Wine and Pate Evening, The Hogmanay Ball, our 
annual evening with friends in the Welsh Society. A Ceilidh, the proceeds from which 
went to charity, and several Ladies Nights. 30 ladies also went on a 3-day trip to Am
sterdam travelling by coach and ferry and staying for one night at the Rotterdam Hilton. 
This was a superb outing with trips to the bulb fields, windmills at Kinderdijk and a cruise 
on a canal. 

MRS. ISOBEL FAIRS 

559. Coventry and District Caledonian Society. The Anniversary Dinner was held at 
the Manor Hotel Meriden (the Centre Of England) on 27th January 1984 with the 
President Mrs. W. Laing in the Chair. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by A. M. 
McDowall. The toast to the City of Coventry was proposed by H. Salmon B.E.M., and 
the Lord Mayor, Councillor J. Thompson replied on behalf of the City. 

The St. Andrews Dinner Dance was held at the Guildhall of St. Mary. The raffle raised 
the sum of £32.00 which, by tradition was held on behalf of the Royal Caledonian 
Schools. There were various smaller functions during the year as well as the President's 
Reception which was held in September. The Dance Classes both Senior and Junior are 
well attended and many exhibitions of dancing are given by them. 

MRS. EVA SALMON 

561. London (Ontario) Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper and Ball, was held on 
28th January 1984. The theme for the Supper being, 'The International Appeal of Burns'. 
In keeping with the theme, the 'Immortal Memory' was given by Bill Brady, star of local 
Radio and T.V., a Canadian of Irish and Lebanese parentage. The toast to 'The Lasses' 
was given by D. Woolven (England), the reply by Mrs. E. Jeffery, (Canada). The reply to 
the toast to 'The City of London' was made by Deputy Mayor, Orlando Zamprogna 
(Italy). Flag Bearer's were from the following countries:-Scotland; Canada; England; 
Ireland; Hungary; Germany and U.S.A. The Haggis carried by T. McPherson (Canada) 
was Piped in by Lt. Col. B. Griffiths, (Welsh/Scottish) and R. Buchanan (Scotland). 350 
Guests attended this outstanding social event. A second 'Club' Burns Supper was held on 
20th January, Past-President H. Howieson, giving a memorable and inspiring 'Immortal 
Memory'. 

March 1983-Club Members were guests at the first 'Highland Ball' sponsored by the 
22nd Canadian Regiment, under the auspices of Lt. Col. B. Griffiths. July 1983, Members 
and their families enjoyed the annual picnic, followed next day by the 3rd Annual 
Memorial Service at the Burns Memorial Stone, at the Elmo Curtis Rose Garden, 
Springbank Park. In August 1983, Delegates from the Griffin 939 Club; 'Bonnie Doon' 
Burns Club; and Galt Burns Club, travelled with us on 'Oor Bus' to the Federation 
Conference at Annapolis. Members also attended the A.G.M., of The North American 
Assoc. of Federated Burnsians. Agreat time was had by one and all. September 1983, The 
'Club' played a major role in the sponsoring of the Scottish Pavilion at Kavalkade '83. 
This three day ethnic event included eighteen other ethnic groups, each promoting their 
heritage. The 'Scottish Pavilion' being voted No. 1-We also sponsored a concert, 
starring 'The Alexander Brothers'. A great success, enjoyed by all. December 1983, 
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Children's Competition and Christmas Party. February 1984, The London (Ontario) 

Burns Club v. The Niagara Falls Burns Club. lst Annual Curling Competition. WE 

WON!! A great night was spent at the Ivanhoe Curling Arena. With the inclusion of the 

Christmas Party, the Club held ten business meetings during the year. 
MAGDALENE A. ERDOS 

562. Castle Douglas. Annual Supper was held in Imperial Hotel, Castle Douglas on 

20th January 1984. 'Immortal Memory'-T. Davidson, Larkhall. 
J. C. Mc LA TCHIE 

566. The Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia. Our 45th Annual Anniversary 

Supper was this year held in The Sydney Hilton International Hotel, on 27th January, 

with 336 guests in attendance. Our Guest of Honour was The Rev. David Inglis, M.A., 

B.D., Dip. Ed., of Scots Church, Sydney, whose 'Immortal Memory' on Robert Burns, 

'Poet of Parish, Scotland and World Democracy' was excellent. Other toasts-'Australia' 

was proposed by Past-President (and Honorary President of Burns Federation) Charles 

Murray; 'The Lasses' proposed by Member David Benzie and aptly replied to by one of 

our Vice-Presidents, Mrs. Alice Millard. Our Toastmaster for the evening was Stuart 

Henderson. Our guests included one lady from San Francisco who had written to her 

friend in Forbes (some 200 miles from Sydney) and specially asked her to book them both 

into the Sydney Burns Club Supper. We had two from Vancouver, two from New 

Zealand, one from England and one from Scotland, adding an international flavour to 

our function. Some of our own members had travelled over a hundred miles to be with us 

and once more we were fortunate in having ten direct descendents of Isabella Begg, 

youngest sister of Robert Bums, as well as many representatives from almost every other 

Scottish Society in the Sydney metropolis and suburbs. We would again like to thank our 

Kindred Societies for their support. 
Our twelve monthly meetings during the year were well patronised with some excellent 

evenings arranged by our Programme Organiser, Mrs. Beatrice Pebus. We attended Scots 

Church, Sydney, on two occasions-one to celebrate their Anniversary in July and the 

other for our Annual St. Andrew's Day Service in November. On 23rd January we at

tended St. Stephen's Church, for our Annual Burns Memorial Service, followed by our 

own ceremony at the Burns Statue in Sydney Domain, with a good attendance of Members 

on all these dates. We continued to support the Scottish Australian Heritage Council 

during Scottish Week when a number of our members took part, and gave help where 

needed. Two of our Members attended the Burns Conference in Annapolis and 

thoroughly enjoyed not only the Conference, but also meeting other Burnsians. 

January was our busiest month, attending other Burns Suppers as well as arranging our 

own. Several of our Members have proposed toasts, recited or sang, not only at our own 

function, but for our Kindred Societies. Two first-time Burns Suppers in Sydney this year 

were one arranged by the Pioneer Club of Australia-a unique Club for people whose 

ancestors arrived in the Colony in the early 1800's (many of them Scottish) was attended 

by Charles Murray who addressed the Haggis and proposed the 'Immortal Memory' and 

our Member Robert Moar sang. Another arranged by the Scottish Amicable Assurance 

Society to celebrate their 25 years in Australia was attended by our President who replied 

to 'The Lasses' proposed by Billy Raymond, Scottish singer and entertainer, late of 

Paisley. This year there has been an upturn of Burns Suppers held in Sydney and our 

Society has been inundated with enquiries from organisers on 'how to do the right thing'. 

It was our pleasure to help and give guidance on how to ensure a successful Burns Supper 

and we were even delighted to come to the rescue of The Royal Australian Air Force! 
MAY DICKIE 
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578. Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. The Annual Burns Supper was held on 
Saturday the 18th February 1984 in the Pather Community Centre Wishaw when 
President Robert Scott welcomed a large number of Members and Guests. The Haggis was 
piped in by William Barr and carried by Mrs. Wood and Mrs. Chapman. The Address to 
the Haggis was given by Mrs. A. Scott and the Grace was said by Mrs. Liz Train. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Ian Murray, toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by 
Matthew Wood which was most suitably replied to by Mrs. Isa Jones. The toast to The 
Burns Federation was given by R. B. Cleland and the reply by Mrs. Mollie Rennie, Past
President of the Federation. The readers for the evening were W. Scott and James Lees. 
Singers for the evening, Mrs. Anne Pickering, Mrs. Freda Buddie and Abe Train, Past
President of the Federation. The accompanist was Mrs. Betty Pearson. The President 
closed the Supper with a Vote of Thanks and a very enjoyable dance followed. The An
nual School's Festival for the area finalists in the Primary Section Classes Primary 4 to 
Primary 7 was held on Saturday the 7th April. Schools throughout the shire were well 
represented in verse speaking, solo singing, duets and choirs. The competition has been 
very encouraging and there has been much improvement in the standard of reading and 
singing. 

MRS. ANN PICKERING 

589. Solway Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in the Bruce Restaurant on 
Thursday 26th January. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by the Immediate Past
President, Mrs. Margaret Johnstone who gave us an insight to the women in Burns life. 
There were many wide and varied speeches. The most humorous being the ones to the 
Lasses and the Lads-they were proposed by husband and wife team of David and Jean 
Low and raised many a laugh. 

Thursday 6th October was the Autumn Supper Dance when members enjoyed a Buffet 
Supper at the Bruce Restaurant. Friday 25th November was the St. Andrew's Dinner at 
the Powfoot Hotel. Our President, Jim Hawkins, was involved in a car accident just two 
weeks before and the dinner was chaired by the Vice-President, Mrs. Sandra Cram b. The 
Speaker for the Dinner was David Shankland. 'Davy' is a well-known local speaker and 
certainly did not disappoint us as his speech was both informative and humorous. On 
Thursday 15th March we held our A.G.M. followed by a Buffet Dance. 

618. Altrincham and Sale. The 39th Annual Burns Supper was held on Friday 20th 
January 1984 in The Masonic Hall, Sale. Tommy Convoy presided over a gathering of 130 
Members and Friends. The Haggis, carried in by Douglas Taylor was piped in by our 
President and Addressed by J. C. Wallace. The Rev. John Pagan F.R.S.A., from 
Dumfries gave a most impressive 'Immortal Memory' and richly deserved the standing 
ovation. Tom Marriot-Moore gave the traditional toast to 'The Lasses' to which Mrs. I. 
McCallum ably replied. A selection of Burns Songs was sung by J. P. Phillips, ac
companied at the piano by Mrs. A. Evans. D. H. Watson acted as Chairman and a 
comprehensive Vote of Thanks was given by our Hon. Chaplain the Rev. D. Howell
Jones. The Dinner was followed by dancing for which Douglas Taylor was the M.C. 

The Society has held a successful programme of events throughout the year. 
MRS. B. A. TAYLOR 

627. Kinross Jolly Beggars. On Friday 20th January 1984 Kinross Jolly Beggars Burns 
Club held their Annual Celebration Dinner in The Gartwhinzean Hotel, Powmill, when 
the Chieftain Iain S. Muirhead presided over a gathering of 100 members. The Rev. 
Duncan McConkey, M.A. said Grace. The Haggis was piped in by Piper Bob Hamilton 
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and Addressed by John Kidd. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Rev. David 
D. Ogston M.A., B.D., of St. Johns Kirk Perth, who gave a unique toast on Burns life, 
the theme of 'Tam 0' Shanter' forming the basis in a most brilliant fashion he kept the 
company enthralled to the last word. The Croupier Bill Scott M.A. moved the Vote of 
Thanks for the address and the Members responded with sustained applause. 'The Lasses' 
toast was proposed by Reginald Goode in a most witty fashion and was replied to by 
Michael Bell in like vein. John Watson, M.R.C.V.S. proposed the toast to 'Robert Burns 
Begg and Them Thats Awa'. Songs were sung by Bert Dunbar, lain Halliday, John Kidd 
and the Company. Tom White recited. Bob Hamilton piped, and the Rev. Duncan 
McConkey was accompanist. Gordon George, P .C. Toasted 'The Office-Bearers'. 
Chieftain Iain Muirhead toasted 'The Artistes'. The singing of 'Auld Lang Syne' con
cluded the evening. 

The Club was saddened by the death of the following members:-George Halliday, 
P.C., Davee Sands, P.C., Hardie Sands P.C., Duncan Mcintosh, Jim Ritchie, Laurence 
Campbell, and Gilbert McDonald. 

The usual trophies and prizes were presented to Kinross High school for Burns Com
petitions. 

JOHN KIDD 

630. Coalsnaughton Burns Club. On Wednesday 17th August 1983 the new Club 
Rooms were opened in the village for business, this indeed was a red letter day and the 
culmination of many days hard labour by a lot of people too numerous to name, suffice it 
to say well done and the Club's grateful thanks. The official opening was carried out by 
Tom Mcilwraith on Monday 5th December when he pulled the first pint. Jack Cubitts, 
managing director of MacLay's Brewery, wished the Club every success in the future. 
Secretary Alex B. Mciver thanked the various speakers, the Alloa Co-op, MacLay's 
Brewery and said he was sure the Club had a great future provided the Burns image was 
never lost and we supported our own Constitution and Laws. Wednesday 7th saw the 
Members let their hair down and truly launch the Club in heart and spirit. 

Childrens' Outing. We went to Grangemouth for the first time this year. It was enjoyed 
by all and blessed with good weather. Hallowe'en was celebrated in the Village Hall, the 
age limit was 13 and everyone had a great time. Older children would have a disco at a 
later date. St. Andrew's Nicht was held on Saturday 26th November when Alex Wilson, 
Falkirk gave a brilliant oration. Song, story and dancing was enjoyed by all. 

Annual Supper was held in the Club Rooms on Saturday 28th January 1984. President 
Albert Kennedy welcomed the Members and their Guests, The Haggis was piped in by 
Robin Stevenson and addressed by Davie McDiarmid for the first time. Jimmie Miller 
Past-President of Dollar Club proposed the 'Immortal Memory' at very short notice as 
Duggie Rae had a bereavement. Jim Yates, Past-President Dollar, proposed 'The Lasses' 
in an amusing and racy manner, Past-President William Murray proposed our Guests and 
John Pickles Vice-President proposed Chairman and Artistes. 

13th Annual Ladies Supper was held in the Club Rooms on Friday 24th February. Mrs. 
Anne Kennedy, wife of the President, was in the Chair. Bert Campbell and Davie Tait 
reversed rolls from last year and both were excellent. Bert gave a fine tribute to the Bard 
and Davie excelled at 'The Lasses'. The Star of the evening was Mrs. Nellie Fyall (nee 
Snaddon) 80 years, who addressed the Haggis, gave us Tam and many others. Here is a 
Lady who should be honoured by the Club and the Federation. Willie Johnston and 
Alastair Buchanan were in great voice; Willie Dunbar recited and Piper Robin Stevenson 
gets better every year. 

ALEX B. MclVER 
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Committee members, guests and friends of Symington Burns Club, at the Halfway Hotel, Symington. 

632. Symington Burns Club. The Halfway Hotel, Symington was the venue for our 
Anniversary Dinner on 26th January 1984. After a wonderful meal we were treated to an 
excellent 'Immortal Memory' proposed by Bill Dobson from Ayr. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was proposed in style (punctuated with a wealth of humorous stories) by Bill 
Morrison, Past-President of Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs who was ably replied to 
by Mrs. Mae McEwan of Irvine Lasses Burns Club. The Haggis was well and truly ad
dressed by 16 year-old Mark Murphy who has been among the winners of the Kilmarnock 
and Loudoun District and Inter-District Competitions for the past five years. Mark 
delighted the company with other readings during the evening. The beautiful voices of 
Sheila Carswell and John Goodwin accompanied by Mrs. Isa Shedden provided the music 
for the evening. A collection was taken at the function when the sum of £33 .00 was raised 
which was donated to the Jean Armour Burns Houses in Mauchline. 

The guest speaker at our St. Andrew's Night was Mrs. Margaret Parker who gave a 
most interesting and humorous talk on 'Auld Scotia'. Part of our entertainment was 
provided by the two cup winners from the Symington School's Competition, Miss Helen 
Coughtrie and Miss Denise France. Committee members also attended the school Burns 
Supper and were delighted with the standard of Burns works which were performed by the 
pupils. The prizes were presented by Mrs. Mary McLauchlan who is one of the longest 
serving members of Symington Burns Club Committee. 

642. Rutherglen Burns Club. The Club held its Burns Supper on Monday, 9th 
January, 1984. President David Maxwell presided over a company in excess of ninety 
Members and Friends. The Haggis was as usual piped in by John McKinnon, the address 
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given by Arthur Williams. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by our President who, 
as a devoted and learned Burnsian, excelled himself in an illuminating address, ap
preciated in full measure by an attentive audience, evident by the concluding ovation. 

The Committee presented a varied programme for the six winter meetings I 983-84 
session: I Burns the Song Writer; 2 Social Life in 18th Century Scotland; 3 Contrasts in 
Burns the man; 4 A night with the Bard shared with Larkhall Burns Club; 5 A musical 
evening with guest artists and 6 A.G.M. and Burns Quiz by Senior Vice-President J. 
Morrow. 

The Rutherglen Burns Club are certainly a power to be reckoned with in this area. 
Complimentary press reports have been frequent. The members have officiated in one 
way or another in over 20 functions, giving assistance and advice to many others. For the 
first time we had 2 verse speaking classes in the Cambuslang Rotary Musical Festival. We 
presented 2 silver cups. Junior section 8-11 years-won by Jane Morrell, West Coats 
Primary School and Senior Section 12-17 years won by Claire McManus-Fernhill 
School. The Club again sponsored the Burns Supper at the Dean Park Hotel, Renfrew on 
behalf of the Hotel and Catering Institute. Immdiate Past-President George Sinclair , past 
Chairman of the Institute, again organised and chaired the function; over 200 attended. A 
highly successful evening at which Rev. James Currie gave 'Immortal Memory', toast to 
'The Lasses' by Immediate Past-President John Kilpatrick, Bridgeton Burns Club. 

Las year our summer outing was to Alloway and Irvine; we were delightfully welcomed 
and entertained by the Irvine Club . This summer we are visiting Mauchline. 

A. BROWN 

I 

J 

The Rev. James Currie and the Top table at the Burns Supper in Dean Park Hotel, on behalf of the 
Hotel and Catering Institute. 

Photo: James A . Croall, Renfrew 
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646. The Clear Winding Devon Burns Club. President John Anderson welcomed 
Members and Guests to The Anniversary Supper on Friday 27th January 1984 in the Cross 
Keys Inn, Alva. The Haggis was piped in by Club Secretary Mrs. Janet Snaddon, Mrs. 
May Burt carrying out the duties of Poosie Nansie, the Haggis was dutifully addressed by 
Honorary President Mr. Paul Kennedy. After 'Selkirk Grace' by Vice-President Mr. 
Andrew Ferguson an excellent meal of traditional fare was served. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by A. K. Dawson of Alva who gave an inspiring address on the 
Bard's Life and Works, which was greatly appreciated by the company. Toast to 'The 
Lasses' by Roy Ramage of Alva and brought forth a suitable reply in rhyme by Club 
Member Mrs. Jessie Morrison. Other toasts honoured were 'The Club' Douglas McEwan 
of Ben Cleuch Burns Club. Reply Vice-President Andrew Ferguson. Our 'Guests and 
Artistes' Jim Shires. Reply Mrs. Nancy Cook of Gartmorn Ladies Burns Club. Recitation 
'Tam O' Shanter' Mrs. Marianne Mccafferty. The musical programme was expertly 
sustained by Mrs. Margaret Walker, Mrs. Dorothy Kendall, violin selection A. K. 
Dawson, accompanist Mrs. Margaret Ramage. George Burt proposed a comprehensive 
Vote of Thanks. A collection on behalf of. the Jean Armour Houses was uplifted and 
raised the sum of £20. 

MRS. JANETSNADDON 

657. Fallin Gothenburg Burns Club. Burns Night proved to be another successful 
evening with us getting nearer our. goal of being completely independent of outside ar
tistes. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Birrell Davidson who is becoming well 
known in this area for his Burns and Scottish interests. Mr. Davidson also gave his usual 
excellent performance of 'Tam O' Shanter'. The toast 'The Lasses' was proposed by W. 
M. Cormack and suitably replied by Mrs. McPhee. 

Our Annual Dinner Dance and St. Andrew's Celebration were well attended and en
joyed. Our numbers are fairly stable at the moment when some organisations are tending 
to decrease we hope they will remain so. 

JACK MILROY 

660. Langholm Ladies Burns Club. Due to heavy snow our programme was almost 
completely altered, never-the-less, we enjoyed our Dinner of traditional fare in the Crown 
Hotel, Langholm. E. C. Armstrong, M.B.E. gave an excellent 'Immortal Memory' the 
toast 'Town Trade and Agriculture' was ably given by Alan Little and 'The Lasses' by 
Kenneth Pool was very humorous. James Harkness and Mrs. Audrey Maxwell made 
suitable reply. We enjoyed Burns' Songs sung by Mrs. Ann Halliday and Michael Turk, 
accompanied by Stanley Thewlis. 'Tam O' Shanter' was recited by Miss Grace Brown. 
'The Chief Guest' was toasted by Mrs. Turk and Mrs. Anderson gave the Vote of Thanks. 
As is our custom we finished with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

Our Hallowe'en informal evening was held in the Buccleuch Hall when the Committee 
cooked the meal. Then we were entertained to a musical evening of songs, duets and the 
trio 'Willie Brewed'. The singers were Mr. and Mrs. Pool, Mr. and Mrs. Rodger, E. C. 
Armstrong and Mr. Thewlis played the accompaniments. Miss Grace Brown recited. Mrs. 
Turk gave the Vote of Thanks after the toffee had been handed round and the raffle 
drawn. In November we held our Dinner in the Crown Hotel. A beautiful slide show 'The 
Four Seasons' was given by Willie McMillan assisted by Mr. Hotson. In February we met 
for a meal in the Crown Hotel. Mrs. Betty Bell displayed antiques and gave an interesting 
talk. Mrs. Turk and Miss Grace Brown recited. Then followed the raffle and 'Bring and 
Buy' stall. Miss Grace Brown gave the Vote of Thanks. 

MRS. E. J. ANDERSON 
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664. West Kilbride Burns Club, Ayrshiret The Annual Supper was held, as always on 
the Wednesday in the week of the Bard's birthday in the Seamill Hydro, West Kilbride
our Club's Headquarters. Our President, Mrs. Mary Deans the first lady to achieve this 
honour, chaired the dinner which was attended by 101 Members, Guests and Friends. We 
were fortunate to have Councillor Dan Doris to pronounce the 'Immortal Memory'. Mr. 
Doris is a well-known authority on Burns in Ayrshire and recently elected to the Burns 
Development Committee of our local District Council of Cunningham. He gave a first 
class speech nicely interspersed with humour. The toast to 'The Lasses' was well proposed 
by Drew Cochrane, the editor of our local newspaper The Largs and Millport Weekly 
News. The response to 'The Lasses' was equally well proposed by Mae Hodge, of Largs 
Players, in rhyme with suitable humour . The Haggis was piped in as usual by Richmond 
Jolliffe and was addressed by Tom Caldwell who, later, also gave readings 'To a Mouse' 
and 'My Father was a Farmer'. A selection of delightful songs were given by Linda Conn 
and Douglas Davidson accompanied by Marilyn Dick. Also Graeme Innes, our youngest 
accordionist, aged 12, again gave us a delightful selection of Scottish songs and classical 
ones. 

On a very sad note we suffered the great loss of our Honorary President Robert Barnett 
J.P .: he was a founder member and will be greatly missed for his life time of service. Our 
Opening Social on 12th October 1983-A Scottish Musical Evening again was a great 

Committee and guests of West Kilbride Burns Club, at the Anniversary Dinner in Seamill Hydro. 
Photo: Clive W . Couch, Skelmorlie 
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success-it was provided by members of our Committee and really set the scene for 
another successful season during which we received applications from new members. At 
our Tattie & Herrin' Supper on 9th November 1983 we had Largs Operatic Society En
semble to entertain us-an amateur society who gave a very professional performance. On 
the 14th December 1983 we had an excellent film about the history and distilling of whisky 
which was supplemented by a talk which was very knowledgeable and un-biased by the 
West of Scotland Sales Manager of Long John Whisky-R. M. Ewing-he explained the 
main types of Whisky viz the ordinary blended, pure Malt of the Highlands in addition to 
the pure Malt of the Islands and 10 year old and over Whisky. Tasting samples of all types 
were provided and certainly gave a stimulus to the question and answer session. Following 
the January Annual Dinner was suitably followed on 8th February 1984 by a good 
illustrated talk about Robert Burns by W. A. Anderson B.A., A.LA., Hon. Secretary 
Treasurer of the Burns Federation. 

KENNETH W. BILLS 

665. Gartmorn Ladies Burns Club. The President Mrs. J. Pert welcomed 58 members 
and friends to the Thirty-sixth Annual Burns Dinner held in the Newtonshaw Lounge. The 
Haggis was piped in by Mrs. Netta Snaddon and carried by Possie Nansie, Mrs. C. 
Wilson. The Chieftain was addressed by T. Wilson and the 'Selkirk Grace' was said by 
Mrs. J. Pert. After a lovely meal catered by the Forth Valley Co-operative the 'Immortal 
Memory' was given by Tom Walker who spoke of Burns' Life and the conditions in his 
days. Mrs. E. Moody replied to the orator. The Toast to The Club was given by Tom 
Jackson. Reply to The Club by Mrs. N. Jackson. The toast to Kindred Clubs Mrs. J. 
Brown. Reply by George Hunter Jnr. The artistes were Alistair Buchanan and Mrs. Nancy 
Dawson accompanied at the piano by Mrs. Wendy Buchanan. 

On 26th October at our opening night, we had a Film Show and 30th November we held 
our St. Andrew's Night. D. Greig spoke of our Scottish Heritage and gave recitations of 
Burns poetry. (7th December), Christmas Dinner. (25th January) Burns Dinner. (29th 
February) Bingo Tea. (28th March) A.G.M. On lst July we are going on a trip to Ayr and 
on 26th July we enter two rinks in the Stirling and West Perthshire Area Bowling Tour
nament held in Tillicoultry. We look forward in our area to the Burns Federation World 
Conference to be held in Stirling University on 3lst August. We look forward to meeting 
many of the other Clubs who will be there. 

MRS. J. S. PERT 

681. Cronies Burns Club Kilmarnock. The Annual Burns Supper was held on 18th 
January 1984 in the Labour Club Hall, when a good turn out of Members and Friends was 
welcomed by President Mrs. Jean MacMillan. After the Selkirk Grace was said the Haggis 
was piped in by Stephen Craig and addressed by W. Morrison, Past-President Ayrshire 
Association of Burns Clubs and Irvine Valley Burns Club. The company then enjoyed an 
excellent meal prepared by Ladies of the Labour Club. The 'Immortal Memory' proposed 
by Mrs. Enez Logan, Past-President of Ayrshire Association Burns Clubs. In a very able 
and sincere toast to Robert Burns she highlighted many events that prevailed during the 
Bard's short span of life. Her toast was much appreciated by everyone present. Toast to 
'The Lasses' by John Inglis, Senior Vice-President Burns Federation, replied to by Mrs. 
Mae McEwan, Past-President of Irvine Lasses Burns Club. Remainder of evening, 
William Morrison and Ernie Peacock gave the company some popular Burns readings. To 
end our programme Mrs. Hamilton sang some lovely Burns songs with accompanist Mr. 
Hamilton. On rather a sad note we regret the passing of R. Biggar and L. Murray two of 
our members. 
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Cronies Burns Club Kilmarnock entertain a group of Burnsians from Cabra Vale Burns Club, Australia. 
Centre, front row: Mrs. M. Smith (Past Pres. Cabra Vale), Mrs. M. Parker, M.B.E. (Ex-Provost, 
Kilmarnock) and Mrs. J. MacMillan (Pres. Cronies Club). 

Club outing 22nd May by coach for service at Ladywell Church Bannockburn where we 
were made welcome. After the Church we visited the Museum, then continued to see the 
Burns Cairn at Harvieston Lodge. A lovely day out in glorious weather. June was rather a 
busy month. Several members attended various venues during Burns Festival Week, Holy 
Fair, Alloway, Open Air Service at Burns Centre, Tam O' Shanter Ride, Ayr to Alloway, 
Burns Ceilidh at Kelburn Country Park, Largs, a most enjoyable evening. l 9th June 
Kilmarnock and Loudoun Burns Day Parade from Cross to Park for wreath laying and a 
well balanced programme to suit all age groups, a perfect day of sunshine. 24th July 
Annual Wreath Laying at Burns Statue Ayr and short service at Leglen Wood. 18th 
August departure of two members from the Cronies for Federation Conference Annapolis 
U .S.A. They were Mrs. Elsie Brady and Mrs. Enez Logan, both delegates gave a very 
detailed report at the opening meeting in October 1983. On that same date 18th August 
Members of the Club were hosts to a party of Members from Carbra Vale Burns Club 
991. This took the form of a Cheese and Wine Night with a good Scots programme for the 
visitors, some of them back among their ain folk for the first visit after many years. 

T. A. LIND 

696. Whitley Bay and District Society of St. Andrew. The 46th Annual Burns Dinner 
was held in the Old Assembly Rooms, Newcastle upon Tyne on the 27th January, 1984. 
President Douglas McFarlane and his wife Sheila, welcomed principal guests, the Deputy 
Mayor and Deputy Mayoress of North Tyneside, the President of Northumberland and 
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Durham Caledonian Society and his wife, and the President of Sunderland Burns Club 
and her husband. One hundred and twelve Members and Friends attended. The Haggis, 
piped in by Colin Smith, was carried by the chef, with Past-President Dr. David Wilson 
carrying the bottles of whisky. It was addressed in Burns' words by Bob Easson. The 
President read out a list of greetings from other Clubs and Societies and introduced the 
Orator, Fred Sinden from Darlington. In a moving tribute to Burns Mr. Sinden quoted a 
wide range of sources to give a portrait of the poet and urged members to read Burns 
poetry. Later in the evening Mr. Sinden sang three Scottish songs. The Orator was 
thanked by Junior Vice-President, D. Bainton. The Senior Vice-President, A. MacEachen 
gave the toast to 'The Lasses' and the Orator's wife, Mrs. Beryl Sinden replied. All 
received a warm response. The Toast Master was Mr. Bill Fairfull and the evening 
finished with general dancing. 

Our monthly dances during the session were well attended despite some changes with 
the venues. The St. Andrew's Ball was held in the Rex Hotel, Whitley Bay on the 25th 
November, 1983 with Rev. S. Mitchell, B.D. from Helensburgh as guest speaker who also 
took the Church Service at Trinity Church on Sunday, 27th November. Members will also 
be attending the North East Burns Federation in April. 

MRS. JEAN SCOTT 

699. Choppington Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner Dance was held in Chop
pington Welfare Hall and attended by 100 people on Saturday 21st January. The toast 
'Immortal Memory' was given by Committee Member Tom Routledge. The Haggis was 
carried by Club Secretary John Godden, piped in by piper Bill Finlayson and addressed by 
President J. Brady. The toast 'The Lasses' was given by John Godden and replied to by 
Mrs. Rene Hetherington. A vote of thanks was given to the Welfare Staff and Warden 
Mrs. Audrey Crane and speakers who had contributed. The remainder of the evening was 
spent dancing to the Gay Gordons Dance Band. 

Gents Night Out held in Railway Tavern Cramlington on lst October 1983, Hallowe'en 
Buffet Dance, Choppington Welfare 22nd October 1983. St. Andrew's Buffet Dance, 
Choppington Welfare, 26th November 1983. Ladies Night Buffet Dance, Choppington 
Welfare, 3rd March 1984. A.G.M. in Choppington Welfare, 14th April 1984. Summer 
Buffet Dance, Choppington Welfare, 6th May 1984. 

JOHN E. GODDEN 

701. Detroit Burns' Club. The Club Annual Supper and Dance was held on Saturday 
21st January 1984, in St. Clements Hall, Dearborn Michigan. The weather was the coldest 
in 111 years for this part of the country, but did not deter Members and Friends from 
attending to commemorate the Birth of Scotland's National bard. Bard Humphrey 
MacDonald addressed the Haggis which was carried by Mrs. D. Tait accompanied by 
Sword-Bearer Harry Morrison and piped in by Club Piper George Killen. After a very 
enjoyable meal President W. Quigley called on Secretary J. M. Philliben to give the toast 
to 'The Lasses'; the reply was given by Mrs. E. Kozakiewicz. 

President Quigley then called on our Guest Speaker William Campbell to give the 
'Immortal Memory'. Mr. Campbell had braved the very cold and wintry weather 
travelling from Hamilton, Ontario, Canada where he is Vice-President of Ye Bonnie 
Doon Burns Club. The 'Immortal Memory' brought out many salient points in Burns' 
Life and Writings and was cordially received by the audience. After the toast Singer D. 
Tait entertained the company with a selection of Scottish Songs. Entertainment Chairman 
J. Cummings conducted the rest of the programme. Vice-President E. Kozakiewicz 
thanked all participants including J. McDougal and the young ladies for their display of 
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Highland dancing. The evening concluded with all joining hands and singing 'Auld Lang 
Syne'. 

As in past years the Club ran a bus to the Alma (Scotland U .S.A.) Highland Games and 
in the summer a picnic for Members and Friends which is always well attended on January 
22nd 1984 Club Members went to Detroit Cass Park and laid a wreath at the Burns' Statue 
where Bard H. MacDonald gave a short talk followed by a prayer for Burns and also for 
two of our members who died during the past year, Hugh Ringland and Matthew Bryson, 
the Conference at Annapolis was a highlight for the delegates of our Club mainly because 
of our contact with old friends from all corners of the world. 

JOHN M. PHILLIBEN 

710. Burns Society of Toronto. On 27th January, 1984 our President Margaret Burke 
welcomed 165 members and guests to the Annual Supper at The Skyline Hotel, Toronto. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Professor Ted Cowan who delivered a won
derful tribute with great humour and style which delighted the audience. The Haggis, 
piped in by Bill Cockburn was addressed with great gusto by Sandy Wyness. Andy Allan 
sang several Burns songs including 'My love is like a red, red rose' and also gave the toast 
to 'The Lasses' to which Moira Nicholson responded with aplomb. A demonstration of 
lively Scottish country dancing was succeeded by ballroom dancing to the toe-tapping 
music of Bobby Brown's Band. Altogether a most enjoyable evening due to the fine ef
forts of the participants and the organisers, in particular the President and her very able 
Vice President, Sadie Nykolaiszyn. 

Our regular Club meetings were held at Oakham House with two Dinner meetings held 
elsewhere. The November meeting was held at the home of Sadie and her husband Stephen 
and a brief taping of it was shown on Global television on Burns Anniversary, 25th 
January, 1984. Our Club is still small in numbers and would welcome new members. 
Nevertheless we have several talented and dedicated people who encourage and entertain 
us with Burns songs and poems and keep the flag flying. In addition, Scottish Films, book 
sales, Hallowe'en night, Burns statues, Scottish quiz, Musical evenings, fun and frolics 
have all been on our agenda this past year. 

FLORA B. CRAWFORD 

711. Victorian Scottish Union. The Brunswick Scottish Society (one of the oldest 
member societies of the Victorian Scottish Union) had a near capacity roll up at the 
Masonic Hall for their annual Burns Supper-the Loyal Toast was ably given by the 
youngest President of the Society Ian Wallace. The address to the Haggis was to be given 
by an old member, Alby Morton but owing to illness had to forfeit the honour. Walter 
Burns Peat, who also gave the 'Immortal Memory', took on the double of the evening and 
didn't let his very attentive audience down and created quite a bit of laughter when he 
related about his school days and the interpretation by other kids of his three names. Tom 
Paterson, another very strong Burns follower of the Society, gave the Selkirk Grace 
followed by an exhibition of Highland Dancing by Master Stewart Trezise, accompanied 
by his father, a member of Footscray Highland Pipe Band. 

Societies of Victorian Clans Ball at Melbourne Town Hall, May 1984. Victorian 
Scottish Union Conference hosted by Clan Donald Society lst-3rd September 1984. 

G. McNAUGHTON 

718. St. Andrews Society of York. The dinner to commemorate our National Bard was 
held in a suite of our beautiful York Racecourse and a richt guid nicht it was, with haggis, 
neeps and tatties enhanced wi' usqueba. A particular feature-for our Society anyway-
170 L,,.;;,,.. __________________ _ _J 



was that all our speec~es, toasts, poems, songs and piping were performed by our own 
members and the evemng was declared by many as the best Burns' Nicht yet! Under the 
benign a.n~ benevole~t guidance of our President, Elizabeth L. Craig, we enjoyed a feast 
of Rabb1e s raptures m song ~d verse, complemented by a brilliant 'Immortal Memory' 
by Tom Mc<?uffog. A pawk1ly humorous toast to 'The Lasses' delivered by the jovial 
George Flemmg was capped by pungent and witty response from Christine Macfarlane. 

Our St. Andrew's Day Dinner, held in the Viking Hotel was honoured by the presence 
of the Lord Mayor of York, the Sheriff of York and their ladies and we were treated to a 
delightful address to 'Scotia' by Rev. Alexander Macllroy from Darvel, Ayrshire who 
also presided at our St. Andrewtide Church Service. The toast to 'The Toun we bide in 
and Our Guests' so carefully prepared by our President Elect, Mary Roberts and 
presented by her husband, Joe, was ably responded to by the Lord Mayor. A lovely meal, 
good songs and good company rounded off a memorable celebratory evening. 

Other events during the season included the President's Reception, a Whist and Song 
Evening, a Treasure Hunt and Barbecue, and of course, a Ceilidh and the Hogmanay 
Dance, whilst the Ladies' Circle organised such events as monthly luncheons, Illustrated 
Talks, a Theatre Evening and a Summer Outing under the capable guidance of their 
Secretary, Jean Fleming. Altogether, an active and enjoyable programme of events which 
culminates in our hosting the Yorkshire Districts' AGM Bowls Competition and Social 
Evening at St. John's College York on 16th June. 

JOHN MORELAND 

720. Retford and District Caledonian Society. On Wednesday 25th January, 1984, we 
held our Annual Burns Dinner and Dance. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Lew 
Reid, Honorary President Burns Federation, and Past President of Gainsborough 
Caledonia Society, The Haggis was piped in by K. McLeod and addressed by Tom Mc
Farlane, a Past President of our Society. The toast to 'The Toon We Bide In' coupled with 
'Oor Guests', was given by our President T. Farrelly. The response to this was given by 
Oor Toon Mayor, Councillor Quigley. As it is Leap Year, the toast was to 'The Laddies', 
given by Mrs. I. Warrack, and ably replied to by A. Allan. The remainder of the evening 
was spent in dancing. 

Functions this year included a very successful Coffee Evening. The President's 
Reception, which was attended by some of our neighbouring societies. A social Evening, 
and on St. Andrew's Night we had a well attended Haggis Supper, followed by dancing. 
Hogmanay Buffet Dance, and in February a very well attended and successful Ceilidh, 
organised by one of our members, T. Cadman. We finished with an end of Season Dance 
in March. 

721. The Plymouth Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on the 28th January 
1984 members and friends were welcomed by the President Mrs. Nancy Collins to the 
Holiday Inn, Plymouth. The principal guests were the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress 
Councillor and Mrs. D. Mitchell. The Loyal Toast was proposed by the President and the 
address to the Haggis, which was piped in by Bob Johnstone, was given by Alec McLean. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the President Mrs. Nancy Collins. To add to 
the atmosphere the company was entertained by Cecil McFarlan-Smith who sang, 'The 
Star O' Rabbie Burns'. The dinner was followed by dancing including Scottish Reels, etc. 

Monthly meetings were held from September to May, buffet dance at Hallowe'en and a 
Lasses Night in February. The End of Season Buffet/Dance was held in March. During 
the summer- an outing was held to the Maritime Museum in Exeter after which a stop was 
made at a suitable hostelry where a meal and refreshments were partaken by the company. 
The weather was hot and sunny all day and a pleasant time was had by all who attended. 
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725. Ben Cleuch Burns aub. On Saturday 28th January 1984 our President Sandy 
Sinclair welcomed 100 members and their guests to our Thirty-Fourth Anniversary Dinner 
held for the first time in the Restaurant of the Butterfly Inn, Tillicoultry. The Haggis was 
piped in with style by our piper Gordon Simpson and addressed by Honorary Member 
Tom Caproni. William Smith proposed the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' which was 
amusing, stimulating and at times controversial but well received by an audience who rose 
to the call of Vice President Jim Stalker to show their appreciation. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was proposed with customary humour by Esperanto expert Bill Auld and replied 
to in similar vein by Alistair Buchanan. Toasts to our guests and artists and to our 
Chairman were ably proposed by Alva's own, the famous duo Roy Ramage and Andrew 
Dawson. Tam O'Shanter was rendered, as is traditional at Ben Cleuch, by Past President 
David Smith who has returned to Tillicoultry after a few years in exile. 

St Andrew's Night was celebrated on 26th November in the Bridge Hotel, Tillicoultry 
when the principal speaker, The Rev. Donald MacDonald, delighted his audience with a 
very amusing and informative address. Songs by Ian Carmichael and Elizabeth Sinclair 
accompanied by Sandy at the piano with dancing to follow completed a most enjoyable 
night. In addition to our normal social programme an extra event was held in Tillicoultry 
Golf Club on Friday 2nd March 1984 when Mercury Theatre performed their humorous 
Scottish play 'Bannockburn' to a small but very appreciative audience. 

DOUGLAS F. McEWAN 

726. Melbourne Burns Club. The Anniversary Dinner was held on Friday 20th 
January. Many people were still on holiday so we did not have the number expected but it 
was a very enjoyable night. The lady President Mrs. H. Clement welcomed the guests 
which included Mrs. Hill, President of the Victorian Scottish Union and Mr. Hill, Mr. 
Jackson from the Education Department and Mrs. Jackson. The haggis was piped in by 
Peter Windsor carried by Andrew McDonald and addressed by Douglas Roll, formerly of 
Peebles, Scotland, now residing in Australia. The toast to the 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Tom Graham. The entertainment of the evening commenced by John Cross, 
singing Burns songs, he was accompanied by Harry Roberts, much to the enjoyment of 
Burnsians, Scottish and old time dancing to the music provided by W. Marsh was a lively 
part of the evening. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by G. Mackie and response 
given by Mrs. Mackie. Mrs. Lewin proposed the toast to visitors and artist Mrs. Hill 
responded. During the evening the Secretary, Stella Brown, read a number of greetings 
from overseas clubs and clubs in Australia. The four course dinner was served by our 
Caterer, Ken Hale and thoroughly enjoyed. 'Auld Lang Syne' brought to a close a very 
happy Anniversary Dinner. 

A bus picnic was held in November to Phillip Island when a number of our members 
and friends attended. The Annual Statue Service was held on 22nd January. The President 
and Secretary laid floral tributes and were amo~g the speakers. Other speakers were R. 
Fowler, Mrs. M. Mitchell and C. McKenzie. Peter Windsor with bagpipes was in at· 
tendance and rendered Burns tunes. The Melbourne Win Graham Memorial Competition 
has now finished and money not used donated to the Jean Armour Home by Sid Graham 
and family. The amount donated was £350 and in the name of the Melbourne Burns Club 
Win Graham Memorial. The winner of the compeition was Alison Duxbury of Fintona 
Girls School. Equal 2nd were E. O'Donnell, Melbourne Church of England Grammar 
School, and Andrew Stewart, Moorabbin Technical School; Third-Carmela 
Boronowski, Kildara College. Equal fourth were Caroline Bristow and Stephanie Doyle 
both of Kildara College. Several certificates of merit were awarded. 

STELLAM. BROWN 
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730. Wigtown Burns Club. The Annual Jean Armour Night was held on Friday 20th 
December 1983. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by R. Crichton of the Dumfries 
and Galloway Regional Council. Address to the Haggis was given by W. Service in his 
usual flamboyant style. Town Trade and Agriculture was proposed by James McLay of 
the Newton Stewart Secondary School and the Toast to 'The Lasses' by Mr. T. Lamont of 
Kirkcudbright. Replies were given by Committee members Colin Lindsday, Jim McColl 
and guest reply Willie Kay of Port William. 

The piper for the evening was H. Hyslop and singing was admirably done by T. 
Crawley of Port William. Tam 0 'Shanter was superbly performed by J. Gardiner, and the 
evening was rounded off by a witty speech from. Ian McGowan of the Committee in his 
toast to the Chairman, Artists, Host and Hostess. 

St. Andrew's Night was held in the County Buildings in Wigtown. A musical evening 
was enjoyed by all. The guest musicians were the Newton Stewart folk group Spurling 
who have appeared on Radio Scotland. Dancing and none too little indulgence followed 
and the evening was successful both in a social and financial sense. It is hoped the Club 
will manage to arrange a Club outing this year. 

DAVID F. SYMON 

743. The Romford Scottish Association. Our Burns Anniversary Dinner on 20th 
January, 1984 was a sell-out with 120 applicants for 110 places, so there were a few 
disappointments. Our President Ron Miller officiated at the function and welcomed the 
Mayor of Havering and her Escort along with other guests. The 'Immortal Memory' was 
proposed by Angus Robertson of the Epping Forest Scottish Association. As usual the 
evening was a great success with good food, good speeches and good entertainment en
joyed by all who attended. 

We opened our season on 2nd October 1983 with our usual Church Service to Foxearth 
in Essex where our Honorary Chaplain was taking his last service in full-time ministry. 
After the service our President presented the Rev. a!ld Mrs. Brown with a gift as a token 
of our esteem and gratitude for their services to the Association and wished them well in 
their new home in South Humberside. The Rev. Brown suitably replied. Prior to the 
Church Service we met at Lavenham for a 'walk-about' in this historic Suffolk village. 
Our President's Reception was held on 12th November 1983 and it was voted a tremen
dous success. The Mayor of Havering and her Escort were guests along with three 
Presidents and their ladies from neighbouring Scottish societies. We welcomed in the New 
Year in the company of other societies in the area with Scottish Country Dancing and a 
'wee dram', but not too much, before dispersing to do our first footing. Our Members 
Dinner was a huge success on 3 lst March 1984. This is an occasion for a quiet meal and a 
chat, very informal, and greatly enjoyed by all who attend. In addition to the above 
functions we have had two very enjoyable Reel Club Dances, a very entertaining Ceilidh 
and two Social Evenings during the season. These events along with our periodic visits to 
functions run by other neighbouring societies have made it a very busy year for us. 

W. B. CHAMPION 

744. Durham and District Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held in the 
Three Tuns Hotel, Durham. Guests were the Mayor of Durham, Councillor and Mrs. D. 
Hanson and President of Rotary and his wife. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
J. Goodall, a Past-President of the Society. A very successful evening was enjoyed by all 
the Members and Guests attending. 

An outing to the Edinburgh Tattoo. St. Andrew's Dinner Dance. A lecture on the 
cultivation of Orchids. A Scottish Country Dance. 

J. STEWART TAIT 
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745. Northumberland and Durham Caledonian Society. The Annual Celebration 
Supper and Dance was held in The Brandling House, Gosforth Park Racecource, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on 28th January when the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
David W. Jackson, MBE, of Sunderland. The toast to 'The Lasses' was given by Dr. Ian 
Airlie and was replied to by Mrs. Jean McCallum. The Haggis was piped in by our own 
pipers, Michael Harper and Andrew Harper and was addressed by our President, Alex 
Frood. Songs were sung by Mrs. June Posting accompanied by Tony Hurst. Dancing was 
to the music of David White and his Band. 

Other events included the President's Reception in September, The St. Andrew's Dinner 
and Ball, a New Year Dance, a Spring Ball, Informal Dances and Social Evenings also a 
Bus Outing visiting Manderston House near Duns. 

A. C. McGREGOR 

Piping in the Top Table at Wakefield Caledonian Society's Burns Supper. 
Photo: Yorkshire Weekly Newspaper Group 

763. Wakefield Caledonian Society. Because of snow our Burns Supper had to be 
postponed and was eventually held on Thursday, 2nd February. We were very lucky in 
that our main speaker, Gordon Stewart of Harrogate, was able to manage on the re
arranged date. Gordon Stewart, who is Vice-President of the Yorkshire District, gave a 
really excellent 'Immortal Memory'-much enjoyed by everyone present. The toast to 
'The Toon we Bide In' was proposed by John Shaw, a young fairly new member of our 
Society, and again was very well done, and the Mayor of Wakefield responded. The toast 
to 'The Lasses' was given by Stuart Campbell and Mrs. Young replied. 

A dance was held to mark St. Andrew's Day with wine, cheese, pate, etc. A splendid 
band helped to make this a night to remember. Between Christmas and New Year a family 
174 



get together in the form of a Yuletide Dance was well attended and a very happy night was 
the result. In November a 30th Birthday Party celebrated the thirty years of our Society 
when a cake made by Our President, Isobel Walker, and iced by Nancy Smart was much 
admired. A toast to the Society was proposed by Mrs. Muriel Stewart, the very first 
President. A Ceilidh in March and other small events were well attended. 

BETTY YOUNG 

768. Auchterderran Jolly Beggars Burns Club. The 72nd Annual Burns Supper was 
held on Saturday 21st January 1984. In No. l Gothenburg Function Rooms, Bowhill T. 
Mcintyre President welcomed a somewhat smaller company than usual to what turned out 
to be a most enjoyable evening's entertainment. Two guests from Dundonald Old Folks 
and two guests from Bowhill Peoples Burns Club were introduced. James Torbit! ren
dered a most apt toast to the 'Immortal Memory' of our Bard. A Holmes was excellent in 
his portrayal of 'Holly Wullie' and 'Tam O'Shanter' by R. Fleming was recited in a 
manner which would make Rabbie fair prood o' his peom. The toast to 'The Lasses' was 
given by J. Combe and the reply by the company with Green Grow The Rashes. A full and 
entertaining selection of Burns works filled the evening which sadly had to come to an 
end. 

The Club held their Hallowe'en Supper in October 1983 also the Pie and Pint Social 
Evenings throughout the year, at regular intervals. A Burns Supper Dance was sponsored 
by the Jolly Beggars in Bowhill War Memorial Club on 1 lth February 1984 and was 
acclaimed as a success. The Annual Drive went to Gorebridge Burns Club in August 1983-
where we were accepted with good fellowship and friendliness. 

JOHN COMBE 

772. Prestwick Burns Club. A company of over 100 was welcomed to the 30th Annual 
Supper, by the Chairman, Cronie Bill Bains, Vice-President of the Club, who also read 
out greetings from George Anderson, President of the Burns Federation and Clubs in 
London, Anchorage, Alaska, Adelaide, Australia and others nearer home. He extended a 
special welcome to a party from British Aerospace, Perth, Western Australia, with a 
visitor from Texas; a geologist also from Western Australia; to Taylor Purdon, son of 
Cronie Alex, home specially from Oman for the occasion; to two representatives from 
M.O.D., London and two from the R.A.F. Proposing the toast of the 'Immortal 
Memory', the President, Cronie Campbell McBlane, said he wanted to draw attention to 
two items by the Bard, which he found both pleasing and informative, and which might 
serve to honour his memory and maybe tell us something about the man. The first was 
'The Vision', his longest work by verse, if not by words, which was written in two parts, 
comprising 46 verses of poetry, each one brilliant and each one different. In the first phase 
of the poem Burns is seen ruminating on wasted time; the dramatic change of mood with 
the appearance of the Vision, who brings with her a view of his beloved Scotland and 
Ayrshire, and his final awakening to the task of championing the Scottish cause, restoring 
our pride, reviving our dignity and restoring the lost music of Scotland. The speaker's 
second item, the Commonplace Books, told exactly the sort of man the poet was and 
provided the answers to any questions we would ask of him. 

A new venue was chosen for the Club's summer outing in June, when the Cronies 
enjoyed an excellent dinner in the Heid Inn, Crosshill. On the way they stopped to visit 
Burns Cottage and Museum, where they were met by the curator, John Manson, who gave 
a very informative talk on the vast number of exhibits, the poet's letters, collections of 
books on his life and work and the splendid paintings. After the meal at the Inn, the 
Cronies launched into one of their lively concerts which makes the outings so attractive. 
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The vote of thanks was proposed by Bob Welsh, brother of one of the Cronies, in 
Prestwick on holiday from Redwood Park, South Australia. Also in June was the annual 
bowling match against Prestwick Cricket Club, and on the 27th Cronie Bill Bains, ac
companied by Cronie Bill Welsh, presented prizes won by lst, 2nd and 3rd Year pupils of 
Prestwick Academy in a competition sponsored by the Club. On August 5, the Club 
presented 'A Nicht Wi Burns' to a delighted audience in Prestwick South Church Hall, in 
connection with the town's Millennium Celebrations. The Cronies were again in excellent 
form at the annual St. Andrew's Night Dinner and Dance, held in the St. Nicholas Hotel 
on Saturday 26th November. Once again, a great success! 

WILLIAM WELSH 

773. Cumnock Cronies Burns Club. About 90 Members and Friends gathered for the 
Annual Burn's Supper on Saturday 4th February 1984 in the Dumfries Arms Hotel, 
Cumnock. After being welcomed by President Eric Love, the Haggis was piped in by J. 
Faulds and Alex Rutherford, Club Treasurer, addressed the Haggis in his own en
thusiastic way. Grace said by G. Skillen. There followed a hearty 'Bill o'Fare' and Club 
Secretary John Graham toasted The Queen. The Company listened intently to William 
Graham as he delivered the 'Immortal Memory' Mr. Graham's knowledge of Burns, and 
his love for 'A Guid Scots Tongue' made it a memorable speech. Sergeant John Mc
culloch gave the toast to 'The Lasses' whilst Willie Dunlop, a local coffin-maker, replied 
on behalf of 'The Lasses'. At short notice Bob McCrorie delivered the toast to 'The 
Drouthie Cronies' with local references, which kept the company amused. Willie Dunlop 
took the floor for performances of 'Tam O'Shanter' and 'Holy Wullies Prayer' which 
were of a very high standard. Bob Lawrence gave a short insight into the founding and 
upkeep of the Burns Memorial Homes at Mauchline for which a collection was made. 

Treasurer Alex Rutherford gave a rendering of 'The Twa Dogs' which enthralled the 
company. David Murray proposed a Vote of Thanks and after the company sang 'Auld 
Lang Syne' a highly successful evening came to a close. 

ERIC LOVE 

774. Gloucester Scottish Society. A full house at the Fleece Hotel, Gloucester 
celebrated the birthday of the Bard for Gloucester Scottish Society on Friday 27th 
January. The Haggis was piped in by the Honorary Piper Rick McGrory and addressed by 
the President John Robertson. Our Chairman John MacLeod introduced his friend the 
Rt. Hon. Donald Stewart P.C., M.P., who proposed the 'Immortal Memory'. The toast 
to 'The Lasses' was wittily proposed by J. Mccreadie and the reply given by Mrs. Rita 
Munden. The evening concluded with general dancing and entertainment. · 

The society also held its Annual St. Andrew's Dance on 2nd December and the New 
Year Dance on 2nd January. Scots and friends from all over the country enjoyed an 
evening with Andy Stewart and his company in the Leisure Centre. 

JAMES M. LAURIE 

791. Swindon and District Caledonian Society. Our 49th Burns Supper was held at the 
Wiltshire Hotel, Swindon on Friday 24th January 1984. His Worship the Mayor of 
Thamesdown, Councillor, J. Masters and The Lady Mayoress Mrs. J. Masters were 
guests of the Society. The Mayor replied to the toast 'The Land We Live In' proposed by 
J. Vallely. The 'Immortal Memory' of Robert Burns was given by F. Simpson. The toast 
to 'The Lasses' was proposed by T. Wilkieson and the reply was by Mrs. N. Wilkieson. I. 
Lith~ow gave the .addre~s to the Haggis which was piped in by Pipe-major Jimmy 
McGmn. Mrs. Sheila Elhss sang some Burns songs for us during the supper interval. 
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Piping in the President and Guests at Swindon & District ~aledonian Society's Burns Supper, 24th 
January 1984. 

Photo: Wiltshire Newspapers 

President J. Egan welcomed the 150 Members and Friends present and after supper Pipe
Major Jimmy McGinn started off the grand march led by the Mayor and Mrs. J. Egan 
and the President and Mrs. J. Masters. An evening of mixed dancing followed. 

Our St. Andrew's Dinner Dance is one of our most popular evenings. Approximately 
100 members and guests attend each year. Our monthly get togethers provide a mixture 
which we hope gives all the members something different. Our Annual Party with the 
Welsh Society gives the Celts a chance to dance, sing or recite Dylan Thomas or Rabbie 
Burns. Our dancing classes in the area are well supported. 

MRS. B. BAYNE 

803. Bowhill People's Burns Club. Fortunate for over 100 members and guests of the 
Bowhill Peoples Burns Club (803) assembled in the No. I Gothenburg Bowhill on Saturday 
28th January 1984 'The Sweeping blasts, the sky o' ercast' abated and 'The joyless winter 
day' turned into another memorable evening, when, after a discursive phone call by the 
secretary Chas. Kennedy to the Rev. Jas. Greig Old Parish Church Irvine. He gallantly 
assented to our fervent wish and braved a 200 mile return journey to be at our Burns 
Supper as principal speaker . Take note other clubs 'a dedicated man'. The evening got 
under way at 5.30 pm with the 'Address to the Haggis' piped in by Mitchell Bruce and 
addressed illustriously by Tom Paterson. Chas. Kennedy gave the 'Selkirk Grace'. 

After the traditional meal served by the Gothenburg staff, President Hugh Docherty 
continued the evening's proceedings by introducing the guest speakers and representatives 
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from Auchterderran Jolly Beggars Club and Dundee Lochee Club. Chas. Kennedy then 
read the numerous cordial greetings received from Detroit USA, Irvine Lasses, 
Gorebridge, Aberdeen, 'Tam O'Shanter' Coventry, and Mr. George Coleshill , London . 
He then presented a generous gift of £20 from Professor Toshio Namba, Japan towards 
the children's competitions along with a very apt message of goodwill and fraternity. 
Tributes were paid to three club members who had passed away recently, R. Caird, A. 
Michie and Wm. Adamson. 

Thereafter the evenings programme was set agoing by the stirring 'There was a lad ' 
sung by Wm . Adie and throughout the next five hours the main toasts were interspersed 
with recitations and by songs by following members of the Club-D. Arthur, B. Graham, 
A. Abercrombie, M. Hopton, Wm . Clark, Wm. Sharkey, J. McDermid, J. Blarney, J. 
Ewan, T. Paterson, E. Wilson, M. Grieve, N. Watters , J. Sharkey, A. Archibald, Wm. 
Anderson, Wm. Arnott, T. Hopton, R. Garmory, Wm. Johnston, J . Conway and J. 
McEwan. 

The club social calender opened with the social and dance in October 1983 thereafter we 
had a capacity attendance at our St. Andrews Night social with Mrs. Weieter (Poosie 
Nancy Club Kirkcaldy) as a much appreciated principal speaker. A few weeks later we 
held our Christmas Prize Draw and Social and Dance. From 14th January till March the 
Club 'Party' entertained no fewer than 14 Burns Suppers around the 'Kingdom ' . 

Bowhill People 's Burns Club trio John Blarney, Norman Walker and David Arthur. 
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809. Allanton 'Jolly Beggars' Burns Club. The 27th Annual Burns Supper was held on 
Saturday 21st January 1984 when a company of 100 Members and Guests were welcomed 
by President Ian Murray. The Haggis was piped in by Piper William Barr and ably ad
dressed by Arnold Roberts. The 'Selkirk Grace' was rendered by Mrs. Liz Train. The 
'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Mrs. Isa Jones who conveyed a sincere un
derstanding of the Bard to an attentive and appreciative audience. Toast to 'The Lasses' 
was proposed by Alex Torrance and suitably replied to by Mrs. Jean Woods. Toast to 
'Our Visitors' by Robert Benson and Councillor James Gibson replied on behalf of the 
visitors. Readings were given by Robert Devar and Musical entertainment by Charles 
Dunbar, Abe Train, Anne Pickering and Freda Buddy, accompanied by Betty Pearson. 
Mrs. K. Blair gave the Vote of Thanks. 

At a very enjoyable Quiz Competition held by Larkhall Burns Club. Our Club was 
represented by Mrs. Jean Woods, Abe Train, Robert Benson, Alistair Blair who where the 
eventual winners. The Supper Dance held on 5th November 1983 was once again a great 
success. The Schools' Competition held in St. Brigid's Newmains was again of a very high 
standard. The prize winners will go forward to the Lanarkshire Association of Burns 
Clubs District Finals. 

MRS. HELEN WADDELL 

821. Ayr Masonic Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the Kiloonan 
Hotel, Ayr on 20th January which was well attended. The 'Immortal Memory' was ably 
proposed by Rev. W. Milligan, well spiced with good humour. The Haggis was piped in by 
Cronie E. Garvin and addressed by Past-President Cronie D. Raeside. The toast to 'The. 
Lasses' was given by Allan Ramsay which was well received and most suitably replied by 
Mrs. E. McLeitch. The best of the evening was all Burns' poetry and songs. The services 
of our Club members were in demand at other Burns Suppers during January within and 
beyond the province. 

Our Summer Outing was to Bolton via Edinburgh and Haddington, to visit the burial 
place of the Bard's mother, Sister Annabella, Brother Gilbert and five of his family. 
Returning via Broughton, once the home of John Buchan: we wined and dined at the 
Green Mantle Hotel, then homeward bound. Many members attended the Wreath Laying 
at Burns Statue Square and later to the service at Leglen Wood. It is with sincere regret 
that we have to report the death of Cronie William Smith (sen) he was an Honourary 
Member. He was one of the Club's most enthusiastic and loyal members. 

WILLIAM G. LOGAN 

834. St. Andrews Society (Altrincham, Sale and District). The Haggis was piped in by 
our regular Scots Guards Association pipers and stirringly addressed by founder member 
Don Wilson of Derby. Dr. Tom Culbert, a great lover of Burns and a true Scot, gave a 
never to be forgotten toast to the 'Immortal Memory' and introduced many well chosen 
snippets from the works of the Bard. Past-President Spears Gillespie pleased the ladies 
with his witty toast to 'The Lasses' and the Mayor of Trafford, the guest of honour, 
resplendent in kilt and chain of office was so impressed with the company and proceedings 
that he and the Mayoress became members of the Society. 

This being the Silver Jubilee year, the President's Evening was the high spot of the 
social calender. A full banquet meal was served after which a celebration cake decorated 
with the flag of St. Andrew was cut by the President, Mrs. Margaret Gillespie and Dinah 
and John Snaddon who had travelled up from Bristol to be presented with a silver salver 
in recognition of 25 years devoted service to the Society. Entertainment was provided by 
Dr. Ian Hall and his son David who played and danced for us while Peter Phillips brought 
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a few tears to the eye with his singing of some beautiful auld sangs. St. Andrew's Day and 
Hogmanay were both excellent functions enjoyed by all who attended. 

EDWARD CRO WTHER 

Dr. Tom Culbert, Mayor of Trafford, trying out the bagpip~s. while the President, Mrs. Margaret 
Gillespie and guests of the St. Andrew's Society of Altrincham, Sale and District look on. 

839. Coldstream Burns Club. The 96th Annual Supper was held in the Majicado Hotel 
on Friday 27th January 1984 under the Chairmanship of Jas. M. Davidson. Adverse 
weather conditions prevailing at that time was causing some anxiety as so many of our 
members are far spread outwith the town. However, there was an amazing turnout of at 
least 90 per cent of our members. The Chairman welcomed all who had braved the 
elements, and called on the Secretary to say Grace. The Scotch Kail was served, followed 
by the traditional entry of the Haggis. (Coldstream Special) piped in by Piper Robt. Bell, 
the Address given by Wylie Turnbull, carried high by Jim Patterson. The Chairman 
handed over the customary drams and the toast 'To The Haggis' was given. The Haggis 
was served along with the tatties an ' neeps, this was followed by a sweet and coffee , cheese 
an ' bannocks tae feenish uo wi'. The Chairman proposed the Loyal Toast and the 
National Anthem was sung, followed by the toast, 'Our Imperial Forces' from the Chair. 
The Secretary was called upon to give his report, which included reading the greeting cards 
received from twenty Burns Clubs, including some from Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada, America, also two Caledonian Societies, one St. Andrew's Club, along with ten 
letters from previous guest speakers and friends who never fail to keep in touch at this 
time, and I may say greatly appreciated by all members. 'Scots Wha Hae', was sung by the 
company, and then the Chairman, introduced our guest speaker, George Anderson, the 
Immediate Past-President of the Burns Federation, from Rutherglen, whom we were 
pleased to see in our midst. George proceeded to give his 'Immortal Memory', he was 
excellent, having delivered one of the most memorable orations in the long history of our 
Club, which will long be remembered, and was given a long standing ovation which was 
richly deserved . 
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'Ladies Night' was held in the Majicado Hotel on Friday the l 7th February 1984. Our 
guest speaker was Mr. Archie McArthur from Kelso, President of the Glasgow Society of 
Burns Clubs, who gave a most excellent 'Tribute To Robert Burns'. The Artists on this 
occasion were:- Mrs. Isobel Skene, Mrs. Rena Hogg, Jack Purves all from Berwick. 
Mrs. Isobel Robson, Mr. Robt. Hanlon. Recitations by:- Wm. Purves, Wylie Turnbull, 
Arthur Moscrop. The toast 'The Lasses' was proposed by Dick Haugh from Coldingham, 
replied to by his wife Connie, which proved a great combination. 

WILLIAM JAC KSON 

Top Table at Coldstream, 27th January 1984. Front row: James McGregor, George Anderson, James 
M. Davidson (Chairman), David Thomson (Vice-Pres.), Robert Tait. Back row: W . Jackson (Secy.). 
Frank Kennedy, Archie McArthur, Fred Mitchell, Rev. A. Wiltshire, Andrew Easton and Gid Rodger 
!Treasurer). 

864. Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania, Australia. The Annual Supper was held on 2lst 
January, 1984, in the Civic Centre, Burnie, and the usual big crowd of members and 
guests enjoyed a very good evening with all the traditional toasts and entertainment. 
Dancing displays were given by members of the St. Andrew's School of Highland Dancing 
and the Burnie Scottish Country Dancers . All guests attending were most enthusiastic in 
their praise of this our third evening in the Civic Centre . 

We hold an Anniversary Dinner each year in November to mark the formation of the 
club and this is always a very happy affair with the ladies of the club taking charge of all 
the traditional toasts. 

Meetings are held regularly every month and a major part of our study in the past year 
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has had all members participating in the presentation of in-depth studies of Burns' Tours 
and the various locations in which he made his home. This has brought not only a further 
widening of our knowledge and understanding of Burns, but also a greater historical and 
geographical appreciation of Scotland to all members. 

F. DON J. TAYLOR 

842. •ye Bonnie Doon' Burns Club. We held our Annual Burns Supper on 28th 
January 1984. There were 106 people in attendance all agreed it was a wonderful event. 
Our speaker was one of our Past-Presidents, John Blyth our Vice-President Bill Campbell 
gave the address to the Haggis which was carried in by one of our young members, Master 
James Little. After the formalities we all had a wonderful time dancing to the music of the 
'Fare Enuff' Band, a truly Scottish style group. During the intermission, our guests en
tertained us in various ways. Our Guest Singer was Sandy Wyness from Toronto who sang 
'The Star O' Rabbie Burns' for us and entertained us with a few other Scottish Songs. 
Kathy Brown, of The Saltire Singers, also sang a few songs for us and as a special request, 
she sang 'A Wee Red Yo Yo' to everyone's delight. Of course, our Bill Campbell thrilled 
one and all with his performance of 'Holy Wullie's Prayer' our guests from City Hall Mr. 
and Mrs. Bill McCulloch were delighted by the events. They stated it was one of the best 
evenings they had had for a long time. Thanks to all who contributed to this successful 
event. 

This year has been an eventful one, we have achieved so many of our dreams. First of 
all, we had President, Vice-President and Past-President badges made. They were 
presented by Mayor Bob Morrow at our September meeting. In April we had the honour 
of hosting a Special Citizenship Court, we had a letter from the court thanking our club 
for a job well done. Our next event was entertaining the senior citizens at Macassa Lodge, 
this proved to be a very enjoyable evening. It was wonderful to see the pleasure and 
appreciation on the faces of the elderly. Some of our ladies gave of their time and effort, 
to sit at the Eastgate Mall selling goods. This was to raise funds, and I'm proud to say they 
done exceptionally well. The money raised was donated to our Monument Fund. We are 
hoping to build a monument in Dundurn Castle by 2lst July 1984. 

BESSIET. LITTLE 

845. Tam 0' Shanter Burns Club. The 25th Annual Supper took Place in the Club on 
Wednesday 25th January 1984. George Mudie, President of the Club welcomed 270 
members and guests to the function. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by C. Duthie 
from Stirling. 'The City of Our Adoption' was proposed by Councillor Charles Ward and 
the Reply was given by The Lord Mayor of Coventry, Councillor Joe Thompson. On 
Thursday 2nd February 1984 The Jolly Beggars Section held their 13th Annual Supper A 
Welcome Tae Ye A' was given by the Chairman for the evening D. Anderson. The 'Im· 
mortal Memory' was proposed by James Williams from the United Services Club in 
Motherwell. The poem 'Tam O'Shanter' was brilliantly performed with Jim McDonald 
reading and Alex McMillan showing lantern slides. The Jolly Beggar's Choir entertained 
the company throughout the programme. On Monday the 13th February 1984 the Jean 
Armour Ladies Section held their Seventh Annual Supper in the Club. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Mrs. M. Murray. 

As usual the St. Andrew's Night Cabaret and Dance and the New Year's Night Ball 
were complete sell-outs; artistes from Scotland were booked for both shows. Over 200 
members children attended the Easter Party and Easter Eggs were sent to the Robert 
Burns School for Handicapped Children here in Coventry. The Motherwell United 
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Services Burns Club were guests of the Jolly Beggars for the weekend 16th to 18th March 
1984. The West Midlands District of the Burns Federation held a very successful Ceilidh at 
the Club on Wednesday 21st March 1984 and Tom Mcilwraith, President of the 
Federation, and his wife Helen were the Guests of Honour for the evening. 

JAMES McCAW 

862. Market Rasen Scottish Association. The President Charles Grant, welcomed a 
company of 250 to the Annual Supper. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Tom 
English, Worksop, assisted by Tom Mcfarlane, Retford, singing the songs mentioned in 
the speech. A grand combination, an illuminating address , accompanied by the rich tenor 
of Tom Mcfarlane. Clair Fergusson responded for the Lassies, in reply to the toast by 
Donald Stewart. 

C. B. GRANT 

866. Heanor and District Caledonian Society. The Society's President D. P. Mayling 
welcomed 70 members and friends to their 29th Burns Anniversary Dinner Dance at the 
Meridian Canteen, Heanor on Saturday 28th January 1984. The Selkirk Grace was given 
by the President. The Society Piper, A. Wood, piped in the Haggis, accompanied J . S. 
Bennett and A. Shirra. The address to the Haggis was given by R. S. Binnie, the Chair
man. The Loyal Toast was proposed by the President. Greetings from kindred Scottish 
Societies were read by the Chairman. Then came the highlight of the evening the ' Im
mortal Memory' to Robert Bu.rns this year by a founder member of the Society Charles 

Chairman R. S. Binnie addressing the Haggis at Heanor & District Caledonian Society's Annual 
Dinner. Mrs. F. Birkhamshaw, President D. P. Mayling and Mr. C. McKenzie look on. 
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McKenzie who enthralled us with his oration on the Bard, covering both the witty and the 
serious side of the Poet, who had risen from humble circumstances to give us all the 
eloquence of his Poems and Songs. Toast to 'The Lasses' proposed by F. A. White, 
response by Mrs. M. Kerr 'Our Guests' proposed by the President, F. Birkinshaw replied. 
Toastmaster for the evening was H. G. Laing, a Past-President of the Society. Piping and 
music was by A. Wood, Society Piper, and the Barry Alan Trio. 

The President's Reception was held on Saturday lst October 1983. This year the 
President divided his invitations to the other societies between the above function and the 
St. Andrew's Dinner. It was an enjoyable evening. The St. Andrew's Dinner Dance on 
26th November was also a splendid evening. The toast to Scotland was given by G. A. 
Gibson Esq. Lasses Night the last function of our season, was held on Saturday !Oth 
March 1984. This is always a very happy and free night when the lasses of the Society 
produce their goodies. It was once again a winner. 

J. S. BENNETT 

878. Worksop Burns and Caledonian Club. Our 'Immortal Memory' was presented by 
Mrs. Frances Duff, a Club member. Her husband Alister acted as Toastmaster, although 
their nursing profession has taken them away to Glossop, they braved the snowdrifts and 
icy winds across the Pennines, to arrive just in time to carry out their tasks. President 
Willie Brodie and wife Li! welcomed the Chairman of Bassetlaw District Council, 
Councillor Connie Tucker who replied to 'The Toon We Bide In' which had been 
proposed by Club member Mrs. June Blackwell to whom we offer our congratulations on 
becoming President of the Soroptomist International of the Dukeries, for this Year. Also 
among the guests, were Norman Scanlon, President of Sheffield Caledonian Society who 
responded to the President's toast to 'The Visitors' and Mrs. Scanlon. Also present, 
President Leslie Frew and wife Jean of Warsop Caledonian Society toasting 'The Lasses' 
Fred Foster forgot to praise them enough, so got a response from President Brodies 
youngest daughter Margaret which got her a standing ovation from her female supporters 
in what, of course, was a leap year. Jim Stark addressed the Haggis piped ben by Pipe· 
Major Ron Dunne, and carried by Nan Clowes as 'Poosie Nansie'. Joyce Bulloch sang the 
Burns songs accompanied by hsuband Bob whose Scottish Dance Band played later for 
the jiggin' at which Treasurer Joqn MacLeod was M.C. In all a memorable night. 

The President's Reception had 12 visiting Presidents and Consorts from surrounding 
Caledonian Societies XVIII District to meet Worksop's First Second Generation. Scottish 
President Ian Macleod and wife Susan and entertainment was provided by the Club's own 
artistes. Another great occasion. The St. Andrew's Dance had our own Pipe Band in 
attendance, the Caleys Scottish Dance Band and five good singers who all provided an 
exceptionally stirring evening of nostalgia. Three more functions made up our years activities. 

T. H. ENGLISH 

887. Gainsborough and District Caledonian Society. The Annual Supper was held on 
Friday 27th January. Once again the Society returned to an old venue, Morton Village 
Hall, for this occasion. Amongst the guests welcomed by the President and Mrs. Irvine 
were the local Member of Parliament, Edward Leigh, and his party. The President of 
Retford Caledonian Society and Mrs. Farrelly, Mrs. Murray from Rotherham and the 
Editor of the Local Newspaper. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Society 
Treasurer, Bob Stainton and was greatly appreciated by the Company. Arthur Allen 
toasted 'The Lasses' and was suitably greeted by Mrs. Murray with a response in verse. 
The Piper-a hurried replacement for a German Measles casualty-Mr. Riley, warmed 
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the Scots hearts with his Skirl o' The Pipes. Songs were again forthcoming from Elsie Tye. 
Thanks must go to the ladies for tastefully decorating the hall and supply of floral 
decorations. 

The St. Andrew's Day Church Service showed a good turn-out. Lessons read by the 
President, George Irvine and Honorary Secretary Angus McLarty. After the service the 
members continued to Kirton Lindsey and lunched at the Windmill Restaurant. The 
Society is looking forward to the visit of the Federation Executive to Gainsborough in 
June. This visit is at the invitation of XVIIIth District. It has been sometime since the 
Executive travelled south of the Border and their visit will be of interest to all in the area. 

ANGUS McLARTY 

895. Westerton Burns Club. Annual Supper was held in Walmer Hotel, Bridge of 
Allan on 20th January 1984. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by W. Morton, 
Chairman of Stirling Miners Welfare, who quoted at length from the works of Burns and 
posed the question 'How Good a Farmer was Burns' and suggested he was not quite so 
badly off as is generally accepted. The toast to 'The Lasses' was most amusingly proposed 
in verse and prose by Hamish Whiteford, Principal Teacher of English at Falkirk High 
School. The assembled company showed their appreciation by affording Hamish a 
standing ovation. One of our younger members, James Robertson, recited Tam 
O'Shanter faultlessly and in a most lively manner. Other readings were given by Willie 
Davidson. F-raternal Greetings were conveyed from his Club by David Boyle of Cum
bernauld Burns Club. He joined our other vocalists Bert Scott and Hamish Whiteford in a 
much appreciated Programme of Songs. For the first time we had fiddle selections Bob 
Brown, Dunblane and Jim Thomson of the Steeds Farm Bridge of Allan with Willie More 
as pianist. Our piper for the evening was David Reid of Stirling who piped the Haggis in 
and gave us Pipe Selections during the evening. One of our Honorary Members Robert 
Armstrong provided accompaniments throughout the evening. 

A highly successful St. Andrew's Night was held in the Walmer Hotel on the 25th 
November 1983 when members and wives plus Friends of the Club enjoyed a Supper 
Dance. Among other entertainers, a group headed by John Stahl (lnverdarroch of 'Take 
the High Road') regaled the company with a short play 'Bannockburn' written by himself. 
A raffle for funds for Jean Armour Homes plus collection at the Annual Burns Supper 
raised £50 which was further augmented by a donation from Club funds making donation 
up to £60. 

WILLIAM JARDINE 

907. 'A' the Airts' Stonehouse. Our Annual Supper was attended well with 107 
Members and Friends present. The 'Immortal Memory' was very well presented by Eric 
Murray who gave an enlightening talk on the Bard and Scottish History Around His 
Lifetime. Ian Murray addressed 'The Lasses' and was replied to by our own Mrs. Isobel 
Smith. Hamilton District Provost Jas. Swinburne then gave a very complimentary toast to 
Our Club and wished us best wishes for a long and happy future. All in all a very en
joyable night was had by all present. 

This has been a very busy year for our members, so busy we continued our Monthly 
Meetings throughout the Summer months. These were supplemented with an Outing in 
June to the Mausoleum for Wreath Laying by 55 Members and Friends. As a Club we 
entered a float in our Village Gala Procession depicting 'The Jolly Beggars'. This gave us 
lots of fun but alas no prize (I think we were too old). When our Association organised a 
Bowling Tournament we participated by sending four non bowlers, alas a lot of fun again 
with no prize. This we put down to the fact that we forgot to take along a sheep dog for 

185 



rounding up the bowls. During September some 30 Members and Friends went for a Sail 
along a strech of the Forth and Clyde Canal in a restaurant barge when we had a most 
enjoyable night of food and harmony. To encourage our younger members we held a 
Christmas Party and our Jim Smith was asked to form a choir of the children for public 
performance. The children then entertained our Members during Club Harmonies and 
were used to entertain with our concert party. To round off a very successful year we held 
our Schools Competition on Wednesday 2lst March of which a full report was given to 
Mr. Glass. 

One of our members James Crawford who is an amateur photographer decided to make 
a film of Burns and in the Summer of 1983 this was done and dedicated to our Club. This I 
may say has been the cream on the cake for our Club and has made all the work we have 
done this year well worthwhile 'For A' That'. Best wishes to all our cronies. 

DUNCAN McKECHNIE 

916. Hole I' The Wa' Burns Club. At the Anniversary Dinner on Tuesday 24th 
January 1984 a large audience heard a truly memorable 'Immortal Memory' proposed by 
Wilson Ogilvie, Junior Vice-President of the Burns Federation and President of the 
Dumfries Burns Club. The theme of Mr. Ogilvie's address was 'Burns-the Countryman' 
and he held his audience spellbound with his obvious knowledge of, and enthusiasm for, 
his subject. Davie Campbell, 83 years young, also delivered an inspired toast to 'The 
Lasses', just as anticipated. His knowledge of all aspects of the fair sex showed that 
considerable research and been undertaken by Davie in the preparation of his toast. The 
'Hole i' the Wa'' was proposed by Neil McKeand and replied to by Dick Wismach. Burns 
sangs were delightfully rendered by Agnes Keachie and Bob McCubbin while Graham 
Fraser's 'Tam O'Shanter' was excellent. The piper for the evening was Ian Clowe and 
musical accompaniment was supplied by mine host Max Houliston on the accordion. A 
comprehensive vote of thanks was proposed by George Perry. In the chair President 
Roger Garnett kept a tight rein on the 'ongauns' during a very successful evening. 

A most enjoyable Social Evening was held on 28th November, with Principal Guest and 
Speaker Alan Young, retired head forester at AE Forest, giving the large audience an 
insight into the 'Sex-Life' of the forest, mainly that of the trees! Entertainment, as usual, 
was of a very high standard with Ewen McGowan on Accordion, Stella Denholm, our 
'Resident' Songstress, and the Gerry Fraser Dancers and Singers all contributing to the 
success of the evening. At the AGM in April Honorary Member Eustace Senior resigned 
from committee, after many years service as President, Secretary/Treasurer and Com
mittee Member. 

NEIL McKEAND 

917. Scottish Presidents' Association. The Annual Dinner was held at Doncaster, the 
present home of the President, R. McGlasson who was supported by Mrs. McGlasson, 
also by Senior Vice-President, Mrs. J. A. Irvine and Mr. Irvine and Junior Vice-President 
Mrs. J. Walker and Mr. J. Walker. Guests of Honour were President of the Burns 
Federation, T. Mcllwraith and his wife Helen. A good turn out of Members and Friends 
enjoyed an excellent meal after which the President welcomed the company to this 27th 
Annual Event. Tom Mcllwraith, proposed a toast to the Scottish Presidents' Association 
and its President. After the dinner the company enjoyed a programme of dancing to the 
Ronnie Dee Trio. 

918. Dover and East Kent Scottish Society. Our Annual Burns Supper and Dance was 
held in the Masonic Hall Snargate Street, Dover. A capacity company was welcomed by 
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Top Table at Dover and East Kent Scottish Society's Annual Burns Supper. 

the President Denis Jerden for an enjoyable and traditional Burns Night menu. The 
' Immortal Memory' was proposed by Joe Watson who recalled how he was helped by the 
poetry of Robert Burns during his childhood when he was orphaned and placed in a home 
and later as a pupil at Queen Victoria's school, Dunblane followed by many years of 
service in the Seaforth Highlanders . The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by Bill Hay, 
the response was by Mrs. Ann Pressley. The toast to 'The Guests' was given by the 
Secretary Councillor W . Robertson and the Chairman, Dover District Council responded. 
The Haggis was piped in by Terry Rivers of the Nicolson Pipe Band of Folkestone and was 
presented by Harry Hutchison for the address by the President. The dance programme 
was a pleasant mixture of Scottish and modern dances. The President and Mrs. Margaret 
Kelly gave a demonstration of the Highland Schottische in order to get the dancers started 
in that particular dance. 

Our Spring Meeting during May included a car run which attracted more than 100 
participants and our socials at Hallowe'en and Hogmanay were well attended and en
joyable. St. Andrew's Day was celebrated with a Dinner and Dance in Dover Town Hall, 
the dinner was served in the Maison Dieu followed by dancing in the Connaught Hall. Our 
Scottish Country Dance Group has met every Monday evening from September to April. 

MRS. DOROTHY MACFARLANE 

921. Northern Scottish Counties Association of Burns Clubs. A successful balance 
sheet for the session ending 31 st May 1984 and I shall be happy to hear from secretaries of 
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Clubs in the Association of their various activities. Aberdeen Burns Club report a very 
successful year with the usual high standard of speakers and artistes. On 7th May 1984 
The Aberdeen Club are off on a visit to Glenfiddich Distillery with stops at Inverurie for 
coffee, Huntly for lunch and high tea at Alford. 

ETHEL HALL 

922. Clumber Burns Club. Unfortunately we were unable to hold our Burns Supper 
this year owing to the illness of C. Murray and G. Irvine and also the difficulty of travel 
for some of our members. Our meeting in March 1983 was held at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. Reid. Mrs. J. Jeavons was our speaker and gave a very interesting talk on her 
service in the WRAF. This created reminiscences from all our members, both serious and 
comic, and was enjoyed by all. 

Our meeting in August was held at the Home of Mrs. Jeavons. The topic for the 
meeting was a discussion on the 'Future of the Burns Federation' and the difficulties that 
may have to be faced by the Federation and also our Sister Clubs, as costs are rising all the 
time. Lew Reid, our Delegate to the Burns Executive, gave us a synopsis of the situation to 
begin with. 

Our meeting on October 1983 was held at the Home of Mr. and Mrs. G. Irvine. Mrs. E. 
Reid was speaker and gave us a very interesting and informative talk on the Town of 
Gainsborough Old and New. Lew Reid was congratulated by the Club on being accepted 
as an Honorary President of the Burns Federation, and we were also very pleased that 
Mrs. E. Reid had fully recovered from her sojourn in hospital. 

Our Annual General Meeting was held at the Home of Mr. and Mrs. L. Jeavons. G. W. 
Burnett was elected President and was invested by our retiring President, Mrs. E. Reid. 
We had a general discussion on the decision of the Executive Committee of the Burns 
Federation to hold their meeting at Gainsborough on 23rd June 1984. Our Clumber Burns 
Club is very special to all of us particularly so, as we have three Honorary Presidents of 
the Burns Federation (Mrs. J. Irvine, G. W. Burnett and L. Reid). The remaining 
members being Past-Presidents of their individual Scottish Associations or Clubs. 

MR. LES JEAVONS 

926. Rosamond Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held on Friday 20th 
January in the Gretna Chase Hotel. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by D. W. 
Ogilvie who took as his theme 'Burns The Countryman' for a rural audience this was an 
excellent choice and was well received and superbly delivered. The toast to 'The Lasses' 
was given by the Rev. BiII Mitchell. Tongue in cheek no doubt, but ably executed. The 
reply was given by Mrs. H. Faulder. The Haggis was addressed in fine style by Founder 
and Vice-President Mr. J. Maxwell borne aloft on silver salver by J. Mccaffery. 'Selkirk 
Grace' Mrs. Imlach, and a very unusual and well prepared toast to 'Kindred Clubs' by 
Mrs. G. Munro. President Mrs. Min Black kept proceedings well timed and in order. 
Flight-Lieutenant G. Conlon recited 'Tam O' Shanter' hardly daring to take a breath, 
such was the eagerness of the Members to assist him in his first attempt. Songs by Mrs. 
Ruby Hardisty and J. Maxwell were accompanied by Mrs. E. Hardisty. Piper for the 
evening was Pipe-Major Stuart Grant McNaughton. Who resplendent as ever in full 
Highland Dress piped in the Haggis, played a heart stirring lament and a selection of well 
known airs. An omnibus vote of thanks was given by Past-President Norman Shearer. 
The evening was concluded with the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

The season began with an Outing to Alloway, Tarbolton and Mauchline. In November 
the Club had a preview of Mr. Norman Shearer's Burns Story a slide show with com
mentary and music which has to be seen to. be believed. Many hours of patient and 
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dedicated work have produced a wonderful show. St. Andrew's Night was celebrated with 
a Social Evening when Mrs. Frances Wallace and Friends provided a programme of 
songs, sketches and folk singing. This again was an enjoyable evening. The children's 
verse Speaking competition was held on 3lst March. We were honoured with the presence 
of T. D. Mcilwraith, President of The Burns Federation and his wife, Tom acted as judge 
and Mrs. Mcilwraith presented the prizes. 37 children competed and ga'fe the judges a 
formidable task. Other judges were Mr. and Mrs. Dan Brooks. Mr. Brooks is immediate 
Past-President of the Annan Speakers Club. Two members attended the Burns Concert in 
the Festival Hall, London on 26th January. Mr. Shearer and Mrs. Faulder joined in the 
commemoration of the one hundred and fiftieth Anniversary of the Death of Mrs. Robert 
Burns in Dumfries. 

HILDA MAY FAULDER 

929. Bathgate Jolly Beggar's. The Annual Supper was held in Fairway Hotel on 19th 
January when our Main Speaker was Maurice Lindsay who had as his theme Burns In
fluence on The Scots Language. 

A very successful St. Andrew's Night-Main Speaker Sandy Niven. Two successful 
trips to Burns country. 

WILLIAM HAMILTON 

Bathgate Jolly Beggars living up to their name. Front row: President John Mackay, Maurice Lindsay 
and A. MacKie. Back row: Jimmy Reid, Tom Millar and Bill Taylor. 

930. The Wheatsheaf Burns Club. The Annual Supper held in the Masonic Hall 
Camblon on Wednesday 25th January 1984, was attended by 90 Members and Friends. 
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Clubs in the Association of their various activities. Aberdeen Burns Club report a very 
successful year with the usual high standard of speakers and artistes. On 7th May 1984 
The Aberdeen Club are off on a visit to Glenfiddich Distillery with stops at Inverurie for 
coffee, Huntly for lunch and high tea at Alford. 

ETHEL HALL 

922. Clumber Burns Club. Unfortunately we were unable to hold our Burns Supper 
this year owing to the illness of C. Murray and G. Irvine and also the difficulty of travel 
for some of our members. Our meeting in March 1983 was held at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. L. Reid. Mrs. J. Jeavons was our speaker and gave a very interesting talk on her 
service in the WRAF. This created reminiscences from all our members, both serious and 
comic, and was enjoyed by all. 

Our meeting in August was held at the Home of Mrs. Jeavons. The topic for the 
meeting was a discussion on the 'Future of the Burns Federation' and the difficulties that 
may have to be faced by the Federation and also our Sister Clubs, as costs are rising all the 
time. Lew Reid, our Delegate to the Burns Executive, gave us a synopsis of the situation to 
begin with. 

Our meeting on October 1983 was held at the Home of Mr. and Mrs. G. Irvine. Mrs. E. 
Reid was speaker and gave us a very interesting and informative talk on the Town of 
Gainsborough Old and New. Lew Reid was congratulated by the Club on being accepted 
as an Honorary President of the Burns Federation, and we were also very pleased that 
Mrs. E. Reid had fully recovered from her sojourn in hospital. 

Our Annual General Meeting was held at the Home of Mr. and Mrs. L. Jeavons. G. W. 
Burnett was elected President and was invested by our retiring President, Mrs. E. Reid. 
We had a general discussion on the decision of the Executive Committee of the Burns 
Federation to hold their meeting at Gainsborough on 23rd June 1984. Our Clumber Burns 
Club is very special to all of us particularly so, as we have three Honorary Presidents of 
the Burns Federation (Mrs. J. Irvine, G. W. Burnett and L. Reid). The remaining 
members being Past-Presidents of their individual Scottish Associations or Clubs. 

MR. LES JEAVONS 

926. Rosamond Burns Club. The Annual Burns Supper was held on Friday 20th 
January in the Gretna Chase Hotel. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by D. W. 
Ogilvie who took as his theme 'Burns The Countryman' for a rural audience this was an 
excellent choice and was well received and superbly delivered. The toast to 'The Lasses' 
was given by the Rev. Bill Mitchell. Tongue in cheek no doubt, but ably executed. The 
reply was given by Mrs. H. Faulder. The Haggis was addressed in fine style by Founder 
and Vice-President Mr. J. Maxwell borne aloft on silver salver by J. McCaffery. 'Selkirk 
Grace' Mrs. Imlach, and a very unusual and well prepared toast to 'Kindred Clubs' by 
Mrs. G. Munro. President Mrs. Min Black kept proceedings well timed and in order. 
Flight-Lieutenant G. Conlon recited 'Tam 0' Shanter' hardly daring to take a breath, 
such was the eagerness of the Members to assist him in his first attempt. Songs by Mrs. 
Ruby Hardisty and J. Maxwell were accompanied by Mrs. E. Hardisty. Piper for the 
evening was Pipe-Major Stuart Grant McNaughton. Who resplendent as ever in full 
Highland Dress piped in the Haggis, played a heart stirring lament and a selection of well 
known airs. An omnibus vote of thanks was given by Past-President Norman Shearer. 
The evening was concluded with the singing of 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

The season began with an Outing to Alloway, Tarbolton and Mauchline. In November 
the Club had a preview of Mr. Norman Shearer's Burns Story a slide show with com
mentary and music which has to be seen to be believed. Many hours of patient and 
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dedicated work have produced a wonderful show. St. Andrew's Night was celebrated with 
a Social Evening when Mrs. Frances Wallace and Friends provided a programme of 
songs, sketches and folk singing. This again was an enjoyable evening. The children's 
verse Speaking competition was held on 3 lst March. We were honoured with the presence 
of T. D. Mcilwraith, President of The Burns Federation and his wife, Tom acted as judge 
and Mrs. Mcllwraith presented the prizes. 37 children competed and ga'r'e the judges a 
formidable task. Other judges were Mr. and Mrs. Dan Brooks. Mr. Brooks is immediate 
Past-President of the Annan Speakers Club. Two members attended the Burns Concert in 
the Festival Hall, London on 26th January. Mr. Shearer and Mrs. Faulder joined in the 
commemoration of the one hundred and fiftieth Anniversary of the Death of Mrs . Robert 
Burns in Dumfries. 

HILDA MAY FAULDER 

929. Bathgate Jolly Beggar's. The Annual Supper was held in Fairway Hotel on l 9th 
January when our Main Speaker was Maurice Lindsay who had as his theme Burns In
fluence on The Scots Language. 

A very successful St. Andrew's Night-Main Speaker Sandy Niven. Two successful 
trips to Burns country. 

WILLIAM HAMILTON 

Bathgate Jolly Beggars living up to their name~ Front row: President John Mackay, Maurice Lindsay 
and A. MacKie. Back row: Jimmy Reid, Tom Millar and Bill Taylor. 

930. The Wheatsheaf Burns Club. The Annual Supper held in the Masonic Hall 
Camblon on Wednesday 25th January 1984, was attended by 90 Members and Friends. 
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The 'Immortal Memory' proposed by Girwood Anderson was well received and much 
appreciated. The toast to 'The Lasses' was proposed by George Watters and replied to by 
Vice-President Bob Ramsay. Songs by James Campbell and Robert Wright and 
recitations by Bob Ramsay and Ken MacLeod. Piping selection by W. Ivory, all con
tributed to another very enjoyable evening. James Paton again gave sterling support as 
accompanist. A collection taken for the Jean Armour Burns Homes and the 1984 Burns 
Conference Fund amounted to £50. 

The Annual Outing in September 1983 took Members to Aberfeldy, Dunkeld and 
Comrie. The club continued to support the Schools Competition by Donating books of 
Burns works. 

T.WEIR 

931. Beith Caledonia Burns Club. Our anniversary Dinner this year was held in the 
Segton Inn, Kilwinning on Friday 27th January when we were joined by members of the 
Eglinton Sports and Social Club Ltd. we are fully integrated with this Club now and our 
Members enjoy dual membership. Our President David Lindsay greeted members on 
arrival, then the celebrations took an unorthodox turn when David Lindsay addressed the 
Haggis after it had been marched in behind a trombone (played by the Secretary). Our 
principal speaker as well as all the other speakers and artistes were all Members of our 
own Club, the highlight being David Lindsay's toast to 'The Lasses'. As well as being 
unorthodox we had a few minor hiccups to contend with not the least being that our 
Haggis had been sold by mistake the day before. Not undaunted however, our friendly 
local butcher Jim Ballintyne got down to it and made us an enormous Haggis that day. 
Indeed it was delivered to the Segton Piping Hot right on cue and joined the tatties, neeps, 
and bannocks, excellently prepared by Ian Garrett and his Staff. In fact we invited the 
regulars to join us in our celebration. Even at that Ian was serving Haggis all weekend. 
Some of our artistes' material could have been attributed more to McGonigall than 
Robert Burns, the 'Immortal Memory' was ably rendered by the Secretary who was also 
responsible for the Selkirk Grace. Irvine Silver Band again entertained us with a few of 
Burns' best known works, George Smith entertained the company with an excellent Holy 
Willie's Prayer and an equally good Tam O' Shanter. 

The Club also attended several Burns Suppers held in the area, among them the Tartan 
Dairy, the Garnock Labour Club Kilbirnie, the Market Kilwinning, as well as Beith 
Masonic music on some of these occasions was excellently performed by David Scott on 
accordion, accompanied by the Secretary's trombone. The club still meets regularly at the 
premises of The Eglinton Sports and Social Club at Eglinton Park Kilwinning which is 
associated with Robert Wilson and Sons Ltd. (Est 1849) and hope to enjoy a few outings 
on the Robert Burns Heritage Trail throughout the summer. The Annual General Meeting 
of the Club was held on Friday 27th April 1984. 

JACK G. D. ROBERTSON 

933. Husbiehill Burns Club. Our lOth Anniversary Dinner was held in the Community 
Hall, Crosshouse on Friday 20th January the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Matthew Thomson who gave an excellent address on Robert Burns' Life, Poems and 
Songs. Club Members proposed the other toasts, songs and readings. Felix Todd our 
worthy President was Chairman. The 'Chieftain' was carried by John Larmour. Piped in 
by David Scaiffe and Addressed by James McHarg. William Frew and Charles Magorian 
sang beautifully the songs of Robert Burns accompanied by James Brown. Secretary 
James Craig proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' ably replied to by Anne Gaw, Junior Vice
President of Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs-Treasurer Donald Pirrie gave the 
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reading to 'Tam O'Shanter' and Samuel Hannah gave the reading 'The Epistle To A 
Young Friend'. The vote of thanks was given by James McHarg. The catering was ably 
carried out by our lady members and a memorable evening was enjoyed by everyone. 

Our St. Andrew's Night was celebrated on 25th November in the club-room-the toast 
to 'St. Andrew and Scotland' was given by our President, Felix Todd. The Club gave 
instructions to Crosshouse and Springside Primary Schoolchildren. James Glass, 
Federation convenor for School Competitions, judged the children's essays and F. Todd 
presented the books of James Barke as prizes. Inter club visitations took place between 
Saltcoats Glencairn Masonic Burns Club, Ayr Masonic Burns Club and The Irvine Lasses 
Burns Club, to our mutual benefit and enjoyment. We also enjoyed two very successful 
Coach Tours to Dumfries on l lth June and to Stirling on 3rd September and later the 
same evening to a happy social time together. We also topped the tables at 15 other Burns 
Suppers so all in all we have had a hectic but very happy Burns season. 

JAMES F. CRAIG 

936. Irvine Lasses Burns Club. The venue for the 1984 Burns Supper was the Grange 
Hotel, Irvine, where the Hall was filled to capacity with 92 Members and Guests sitting 
down to a traditional meal. Piper Jimmy Cook once again started the evening off by 
playing in the 'Chieftain o' the Puddin' Race' and this was thereafter duly addressed by 
Bod Shankland. Secretary Anne Gaw said Grace and read out seasonal greetings from 
kindred clubs. Our principal speaker was John Weir, a former Headmaster in Irvine and a 
well known Burnsian in Ayrshire. His 'Immortal Memory', in which he referred to Robert 
Burns as the 'Immortal Mystery' was informative and thought-provoking. The other toast 
of the evening, that of 'The Laddies', was ably and wittily proposed by Betty Herbertson 
and replied by to John Elliott, of Troon Burns Club, in his usual racy, amusing style. 
Readings were delivered by Bob Shankland in his own inimitable manner and the musical 
side of the entertainment was in the capable hands of Linda Conn, soprano, Tom 
Strachan, tenor, Marilyn Dick and Christine Kerr, accompanists. 

The Cl~b has enjoyed another busy ancfsuccessful year. We saw a further increase in 
membership, which shows that the affection felt by the lasses for Robert Burns has not 
diminished with time. The year saw the culmination of our efforts to have a talking book 
for the blind produced. In May, a group of our members spent a weekend as guests of 
Coventry Jolly Beggars Club and later that month we entertained 25 gentlemen from that 
club in Wellwood. Monthly meetings have been well attended. In March, John Inglis 
spoke to us on 'Burns in Kirkoswald'. In April we saw slides and had a talk on Old 
Kilwinning. May saw us with Campbell Heselwood from Sheffield who spoke on James 
Montgomery, the Christian poet, who was born in Irvine. June once again took the form 
of our Youth Night with young entertainers and the winners of our schools competition 
being presented with their prizes. That month also brought our summer outing, to the 
Bachelors' Club, Tarbolton, where the curator, Sam Hay, held us enthralled with his 
tales. In September we re-opened with a musical evening and in October we had, as guests, 
members of Ayrshire Writers and Artists who read their own works. November was a very 
'tasteful' meeting as we had a 'Taste of Scotland' with members of the club bringing along 
samples of traditional Scottish recipes, and arranging a very tempting buffet. At this 
meeting we were also presented with a certificate from the RNIB to commemorate our 
talking book production and also a copy of the book involved. Our St. Andrew's Night 
was again a great success with the toast to 'Scotia' being given by Hugh Drennan. 1984 
was heralded in by our normal Members Night with our usual 'wee dram' to hansel the 
start of what we hope will be another successful year. 

ANNE GAW 
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937. East Kilbride Burns Club. This year's Anniversary Dinner took place in the Bruce 
Hotel, East Kilbride on Saturday, 28th January, when some 125 frien 's and cronies en· 
joyed themselves immensely. The 'Immortal Memory' was given by Ian A. Macpherson , 
MBE, Past-President of the Club and also Past-President of the Bridgeton Burns Club. 
John Kilpatrick gave the toast to 'The Lasses' and was ably replied to by Mrs. Isobel 
McMillan. Gordon Ross was again at his best when he recited Tam O'Shanter and Holy 
Willie's Prayer, while the whole company enjoyed the singing throughout the evening of 
Bill McKechnie and Wilma Andrews. 

IAN A. MACPHERSON 

939. Griffin Burns Club. Though numbers were down on previous years, this was an 
excellent supper with songs and recitation of the highest order. Club President George 
McLeod proposed the 'Immortal Memory', worthy of the standing ovation at the con
clusion. All in all a first rate evening. 

Bothy Night and Lads and Lasses Night were again successful and enjoyed by all 
present. 

WILLIAM ADAIR 

941. The Robert Burns Club of San Diego. The Annual Burns Supper, highlight of our 
busy social calendar, was held on 28th January, 1984, at the Bahia Hotel, Mission Bay. 
About 500 people attended and enthusiastically enjoyed the traditional evening. Leading a 
roster of excellent speakers, Hal Townend gave the toast to the ' Immortal Memory' in 

US Champion dancer Noelle Brabant, delivers the haggis to Piper James Naismith-one of the 
highlights of the Seventh Annual Burns Supper, Bahia Hotel, San Diego, 28th January 1984. 
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fine style. The House of Scotland Band, featuring Club Piper James Naismith, performed 
mangificently as ever; and, illustrating Robert Burns' tremendous versatility as a 
songwriter were performances of such classic songs as 'Ae Fond Kiss', 'Willie Brewed a 
Peck o' Maut' and 'Killiecrankie'. John Scott led the audience in the traditional 'Star o 
Rabbie Burns' matching the song with a fine performance by the kilted dancers in which 
their shining swords formed the shape of a star on the dance floor! The whole evening was 
well coordinated by President Archie Gay and Master of Ceremonies Tom Cunningham. 

Delegates to the International Federation Conference held in Annapolis in 1983 in
cluded club stalwarts Robert Sproat and Tom McDowell. Treasurer Ken Mcintyre and 
Secretary Walter McArthur turned in yet another year of outstanding service to the club; 
and James McPherson proved to be an electrifying speaker on Burns during several visits 
to the well-attended club meetings held on the third Tuesday of each month at Ten 
Downing Restaurant, 6th Avenue, San Diego. 

RAY McMAHON 

944. 'Alamo' Burns Club. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the 'Alamo' Lounge 
on 24th January 1984. As in the past, this event was fully attended by Club Members, the 
evenings festivities amply justifying their expectations. Following President John 
Brogan's opening remarks, and introduction of the artistes for the evenings, the Great 
Chieftan o' The Pudden Race' was piped in by Piper E. MacAteer, and vigorously ad
dressed by Willie Robertson. After a meal which had 'A their weel-swalled Kites bent like 
Drums', the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Scott McDowall who highlighted the 
wit and pathos of the Bard in an original manner and style. Selections from Piper E. 
MacAteer and Fiddler Bill Moore. A variety of Burns Songs from the Clubs favourite 
singer, Ken McCallum, and the spirited Renderings of 'Tam O'Shanter' by Willie 
Robertson and 'Holy Willies Prayer' by R. McKelvie all contributed to a most enjoyable 
Burns Nicht at the 'Alamo'. 

During the year held meetings at which a 'Burns Quiz' and invited speakers giving a talk 
on the Background to Burns' Life were featured, in addition to routine Club matters. Our 
Annual General Meeting was held on the 18th February 1984. Where it was intimated that 
the Club was in a healthy and progressive state. Retiring President John Brogan was 
warmly thanked for his services during his year in office, thereafter handling over the 
Presidents' Badge of Office to this years President Andy McKee, and wishing him well for 
the coming year. 

JAMES FISHER 

945. Kirklees Scottish Highland Association. Once again the venue for our Burns 
Dinner was St. Patrick's Centre, Huddersfield on 28th January 1984. The President, Mrs. 
Elsie Moir, welcomed Kirklees Mayor Councillor Alf Ramsden, Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
McHarg (Huddersfield St. Andrew's Chieftain for the year) and her own guest, Mr. 
Moorhouse. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Jimmy Davie, our Life President, 
also of Plymouth Burns Club. The Haggis was piped in by Peter Whitwham and ad
dressed in true Burnsian fashion by Mrs. Agnes Davie. Toast to 'The Lasses' was ably 
given by one of our Past-Presidents Maurice Mcnae. Toastmaster for the evening was our 
Vice-President, David Hanna. Members and guests were entertained by the President's 
granddaughter Miss Lynne 'Moir to a display of Highland Dancing and the evening 
concluded with dancing. 

Our Calendar for last year included our Tent at West Yorkshire Highland Gathering-a 
grand day. Our float in the Mayor's Parade, another grand day, and some very enjoyable 
evenings visiting Otley, Wakefield and Barnsley Burns Clubs, with The Yorkshire District 
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Burns Quiz. Our Jimmy Davie spent part of last year with enforced stays in hospital, but I 
am pleased to report he is back at the helm and taking a very active part in all the Burns' 
activities. 

E. J. MEDLEN 

946. Calgary Burns Club. At our Annual Dinner on Wednesday, 25th January at the 
Westin Hotel, approximately 300 Guests were welcomed by President, John Whitelock. 
The programme opened with the Selkirk Grace by Bob Carnie, then the Loyal Toast by 
Ken Rogerson, followed by the Tarbolton Bachelors Club by Bob Willson. George 
Marshall was Master of Ceremonies and Graham Underwood introduced the removes. 
Alistair Ross performed the toast to Canada, with Jack Whyte doing the honours to the 
Haggis. One of the highlights of the evening was the toast to the Lasses by our Patron and 
Honorary President, World Federation of Burns Clubs, J. W. Grant MacEwan, who was, 
as always, tremendously entertaining. Then followed greetings from the Province and 
City by Bob Watson, who also proposed the toast to Absent Friends. The evening con
cluded with the toast to the 'Immortal Memory' by ex-Aberdonian, Dr. Ray Grant, 
Professor of English at the University of Alberta. 

Throughout the evening, Burns' songs and verse were sung and recited by Bards Whyte, 
Ferrier, Robinson, Morrison, Nolan and Osborne. We also enjoyed a Scottish Men's 
Country Dance Reel performed by a dance group headed by Treasurer, Jim Adamson, 
and a performance by the Calgary Highlanders Pipe Band. 

Our Calendar of Events for 1983 was as follows: The Burns' Night in January; Ladies 
Night in February; the President's Barbecue in July, at ex-President Bob Willson's 
beautiful ranch house at Millarville; the Golf Tournament at Vulcan, and the St. An
drew's Night Ball in November. All our monthly meetings this past year have been held in 
the prestigious boardroom of the Northland Bank in Down town Calgary, courtesy of our 
past president, and founder of the Northland Bank, Bob Willson. Tremendous fellowship 
has developed here with renditions of songs and verse, followed by discussion, with all 
members taking part. Our members this year have performed and assisted in Burns 
dinners and functions throughout the city and the province. This can be mainly attributed 
to the success of our monthly meetings. Our membership this year is 34 and we have only 
three more to go to make the full complement. This past year has been most enjoyable and 
successful for the Calgary Burns Club. 

ANDY HAY 

948. Saltcoats Glencairn Masonic. A goodly company assembled for our Annual 
Burns Supper on 27th January 1984, in the Masonic Hall, Saltcoats. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by our good friend, Cronie F. Todd, President of Busbiehill 
Burns Club. In an excellent speech, Cronie Todd reviewed the life and works of the Bard 
in a masterly manner. Piper Andrew McFarlane then played a Lament after which the 
company rose and sang 'There was a Lad'. During the evening several of the Bard's songs 
were Sweetly sung in Tune by Mrs. E. Stewart and Mrs. J. Guthrie. A rousing 'Tam 
O'Shanter' was delivered by Cronie J. Craig, Secretary of Busbiehill Burns Club. Cronie 
R. Scott Addressed the Haggis, and later in the evening enthralled the company with his 
reading of 'The Epistle to Davie'. The toast to 'Bonnie Jean and the Lasses' was proposed 
in rhyme by Cronie W. Hilton, and ably replied to by Mrs. H. McKinlay. 'Death and 
Doctor Hornbook' was the poem chosen by Cronie W. Richardson from his extensive 
repertoire of Burns readings, and greatly enjoyed by the company. Cronie A. McBride 
moved a comprehensive vote of thanks after which the company rose for 'Auld Lang 
Syne'. 
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. On 29th May .1983, 53 Members and Friends went on our Annual Burns Outing. Our 
first stop was Elhsland Farm, where there was much to see regarding Rabbie's last venture 
as a. farmer: Owing to the absence of vistors' toilets at this important part of the Burns 
Heritage Tnal, the travellers had to depend on the goodness of the Joint Curators for use 
of their private toilet. This matter has been taken up with the Burns Federation and is now 
being looked into. At the Brow Well on Solway Firth we met a deputation from 
Rosamond Burns Club, a flag was raised, the Piper played the Lament and Cronie Hilton 
delivered a short commemorative speech. Our next stop was the Chase Hotel Gretna 
where, along with Rosamond Burns Club members, we enjoyed a tasty ~ea!. Th; 
remainder of the evening was spent in songs and readings, then 'Auld Lang Syne' wound 
up a most enjoyable day. 

BILL HILTON 

950. Drummoyne and District Scottish Society, and Burns Club. Our Annual Burns 
Supper was held on Monday, 23rd January, in the Masonic Hall, Drummoyne, where our 
President, Mr. and Mrs. R. Newton gave a warm welcome to our members and guests. 
Our official guests included representatives from the Burns Club of Australia, combined 
Scottish Societies, Epping Scottish Society, Heritage Council and Highland Society. We 
were honoured once again to have the Rev. R. J. Allan as our Guest Speaker. The Selkirk 
Grace was delivered by one of our Past-Presidents, R. Cockie. D. Macdermid gave an 
outstanding address to the Haggis, which had been carried in by D. Wilson. The musical 
entertainment for the evening was in the form of Burns Songs presented by Miss K. Moore 
accompanied by C. Keen. Everyone agreed it was a most enjoyable evening. 

MRS. S. WILSON 

951. Birnbeck Burns Club, Weston-S-Mare. The Anniversary Dinner was held in the 
Winter Gardens, Weston-Super-Mare, on 28th January, 1984. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was proposed by John Smart, the toast 'The Lasses' was proposed by Bunnie Harris and 
response was by Grace Ariell-Wright. The Visitors were toasted by Eric Brown and Alan 
Fornear replied on their behalf. The toast to 'Absent Friends' was given by Murray 
Shepherd. The Haggis carried by Honourary Vice-President Wilf Lyons was addressed by 
Past President Bill Le Breton. The toasts were interspersed by songs from Pat Bosworth 
and George Grime accompanied at the piano by May Dickson. President Peter Ariell
Wright thanked all concerned for contributing to an excellent evening and proposed the 
Piper's toast. Croupier was Vice-President Tony Snook. 

A treasure hunt was held in August and in October an informal party/dance. The St. 
Andrew's Dinner Dance was held on 25th November 1983. The toast 'The Lando' Cakes' 
was proposed by Klaus Kemp. The toast 'The Land we Live in' was proposed by John 
Smart and responded to by Rev. Prebendary John Hayward. President Peter Ariell
Wright was in the chair. In March, at a baked-potato supper, Founder President Jim 
Dickson gave an illustrated talk on the Holy land. 

ANGUS WILSON 

956. Nantwich and District Scottish Society. On Friday, 27th January 1984, 78 
Members and Friends attended the Burns' Supper and Dance at the Oakley Centre, 
Crewe. The Haggis was piped in by B. Elliot. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
the Chieftain of the Lancashire and Cheshire Federation of Scottish Societies. The toast to 
the Lasses was proposed by R. Armriding and responded to by Miss P. Lee. 

25th Anniversary Celebrations held on Friday, 23rd September 1983. About 65 people 
attended our Anniversary Celebration including many founder members. It was held at 
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Wistaston Memorial Hall, Crewe, and after the meal a birthday cake was cut by founder 
member, Mrs. Helen Young of Nantwich. A toast to the Society was proposed by John 
Frood, who gave an account of its history, with its first meeting at the home of Mrs. 
Young. The response was by the President, J. H. Gray, and the M.C. for the evening was 
Tom Watson. Entertainment included Scottish songs, country dancing and readings. 

MRS. SALLY F. STAPLES 

961. Larkhall Burns Club. Despite the blizzard conditions prevailing on the night of 
our Annual Burns Supper Friday 20th January 1984, a large turnout of Members and 
Friends joined with our guests and artistes in our celebrations. The toast to the 'Immortal 
Memory' was given in inspiring style by John Smith, President of Stirling/Clackmannan 
Association of Burns Clubs. Being originally a local boy, he was given a grand welcome 
by relatives and old school friends and being in good voice also sang for his supper. The 
toast to 'The Lasses' was by Alistair Blair, Senior Vice-President Allanton Jolly Beggars, 
and was well replied to by his wife Kay. The rest of the programme was subjected to last 
minute alterations but having a wealth of talent available we presented verse and song to 
satisfy all. The readings were by Miss E. Kane and William Mcintosh and songs by Ann 
Pickering and Jim Muir. The toast to the Federation was given by A. Bennett Past· 
President and in her usual style replied to by Mrs. Molly Rennie Past President Burns 
Federation. Our Piper John Barclay, who has piped at Burns Suppers for over 50 years, 
was in fine style. The President Bill Scott in his remarks welcomed once again our friends 
from Coalsnaughton and Saltcoats Glencairn. 

Our activities during the year have kept all members very busy. Concerts to the 
District's Residential Homes were as popular as always especially the Easter Parade of 
Bonnets (male and female). The Annual Quiz Competition was won by the Allanton Jolly 
Beggars and we were fortunate to have as Question-Master George Anderson who also 
compiled the questions. The Primary Schools Competition was once again a great success. 
The quality of recitation and songs seem to become higher every year and in the 
Lanarkshire Association Finals we won four medals and two cups, all by pupils from one 
of our schools. The parents again turned out to support and encourage and the club are 
already looking forward to next year's event. Our St. Andrew's Night Dance was a huge 
success and inter-club nights have helped to make this year a most enjoyable one. 

ADAM BENNETT 

963. Cotgrave Burns Club. We held our Burns Supper on 2lst January 1984. There 
were 60 people in attendance. The Haggis was carried in by Mrs. E. Martin as Poosie 
Nancy. The piper was I. Ross and the address to the Haggis was given by S. Ferns. After a 
beautiful meal the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by W. Ferns. We had four visitors 
from the Jolly Beggars in Coventry. After an evening of song and dance, with everyone 
enjoying themselves, the evening finished with 'Auld Lang Syne'. 

We hold our meetings on the last Sunday of every month. We held a Disco in the 
Welfare on 30th March. On 29th April we are having an Easter Bonnet Competition after 
our monthly meeting which we hold in the Belvoir Suite. Occasionally we have a bus trip. 

MRS. ELIZABETH FERNS 

967. Earlsferry Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on 27th January 1984 in the 
Golf Tavern Earlsferry. Once again an excellent evening, the principal contributors 
managing somehow to outshine wonderful performances of previous years. The main 
event the 'Immortal Memory' was this year given by the Rev. Gordon Jamieson Minister 
of Elie Parish Church and a member of the Club, who gave an interesting and thought-
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provoking toast. The other outstanding feature was the brilliant recitations of 'Tam 
O' Shanter', and 'The Twa Dogs' by James Mackie, also a Club member. Our guest this 
year was Dr. R. P. A. Cumming and the toast 'Our Guest' was ably proposed by Sandy 
Sneddon. The supper was as usual Chaired in Masterly fashion by Jack Robertson. The 
Haggis was addressed by Tom Maccabe. Toast to 'The Lasses' proposed by Donald 
Gibson. Reply by Tom Clayton. Music as usual by our first class pianist Jim Watt. Poosie 
Nansie by the inimitable and irreplaceable Sandra Maccabe. Next years supper Friday 
25th January 1985. 

GEORGE WALSH 

977. Whyalla St. Andrew's Society. Our Annual Supper will be held in Central's Club
Room Whyalla on 24th November 1984, but prior to that we will be having a lOth An
niversary Ball in the same Clubroom on 23rd June 1984. 

On 3lst March we held a Dance in Central's Clubroom's Whyalla in aid of the Whyalla 
Mount Laura Pipe Band, it was a very pleasant night, and the highlights was en
tertainment by the Band and Dancers. Also the company were intrigued by the eight year 
old piper out for the first time with the big band. 

JOCK DEWSON 

980. Niagara Falls (Canada) Burns Club. The 58th Annual Supper was held on 28th 
January 1984, once again at the Fallsway Hotel in Niagara Falls. Seventy one members 
and guests attended and enjoyed a meal of traditional fare . The Haggis was addressed in 
great style by Bill Molloy. President John Phillips introduced the Speaker, our own Jim 
Johnstone, who delivered a very fine 'Immortal Memory'. After dinner we were en 
tertained by a piper, dancers and community sing song followed by our usual Ceilidh, m/c 

Bill Molloy, May Crawley and Piper Robert Watson making short work of the haggis at Niagara Falls 
Burns Club's Dinner, Fallsway Hotel, 28th January 1984. 
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Vice-President Joe Freeman and our musicman Tom Burns. A most enjoyable evening. 
July 1983 saw our Annual Golf Outing when the Ellisland Trophy is competed for and 

in August the Family Day Picnic was held at Silverlake, New York. Fifteen of our twenty
two members attended the Annual Conference in Annapolis, enjoying wonderful 
hospitality and meeting many new friends. Many of us plan to be at the Stirling Con
ference this year. 

ELSPETH R. BURNS 

984. Macquarie-Stewart Burns Club. Our Annual St. Andrews Night was held on 
Saturday 26th November 1983 at Pennant Hills, a suburb some 20 miles from the city of 
Sydney. Music for dancing was provided by 'The Balmorals' and the Club's piper Les 
MacDonald played the appropriate and traditional music. 

The Annual Burns Night was held on Saturday I Ith February 1984 at the same venue 
and was a huge social success. Eddie McColgan as Master of Ceremonies kept the events 
moving smoothly and he was both entertaining and witty. To much applause the Haggis 
was piped in by our Treasurer, Les MacDonald, and he was ably assisted by Mrs. Jenny 
Taylor and Alex Fraser. The address to 'The Haggis' was delivered effectively by John 
Aird (John is the ex-Burnley and Scotland footballer who played during the fifties, and is 
now settled in the local suburb of Lane Cove). Highland dancer David Tanare, ac
companied by his own piper demonstrated his dancing skills and his performance was 
well-received. The 'Immortal Memory' was presented by the long-time Burnsian Gibby 
Whyte and the toast to 'The Lasses' was delivered by Billy McConnell in his inimitable 
fashion. The rousing music from the pipes and drums of the Epping District Pipe Band 
together with their well-rehearsed marching, received a standing ovation. A highlight of 
the evening was an invitation to sing, without prior notice to two of our members. Both 
Mrs. Margaret McConnell and Mrs. Isobel Harvey responded spontaneously and both 
received wide and sustained applause. 

It is fitting to conclude an Annual Report with thanks to the other committee members, 
Mrs. Nan McColgan, Mrs. Lee MacDonald, Mrs. Sheila Aird and Myles Taylor, who 
have done so much for the Club over the past years. 

986. The Robert Burns Society of Annapolis. The Seventh Annual Burns Nicht Supper 
and Dance was held on 18th February 1984, in the Elks Hall in Annapolis. There were 
about 200 in attendance. The pipe music was provided by the Glen Campbell Pipe-band, 
and the Scottish country and other dance music by the Highlandaires. The event was 
chaired by Jack and Helen MacKay. The toasts to President Reagan and Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth were offered by Dave Morehead, the Grace before meat was given by our 
Chaplain, Bill Page, and the address to the Haggis was expertly presented by Al Booth. As 
a matter of interest, our haggis was prepared by John Nicol (originally from Elgin) who is 
in charge of catering at the British Embassy in Washington, D. C. For many of our guests 
this was their first taste of haggis. However, whether novices or veterans at haggis tasting, 
it was declared the best ever. Duncan Turnbull held the gathering in awe as he blithely yet 
reverently rendered his presentation of the 'Immortal Memory'. Charlie Storrie toasted 
'The Lasses' in the most humorous of fashions. Maureen Robinson (ex-New Zealand) 
responded with superb wit and later entertained us by singing some of the bard's verses. 
Grizelle Hill, President, introduced our newly elected officers: John Dodds-President, 
Joe Steen-Vice President; Bob Donaldson-Director, Marian Elser-Director. Other 
officers are Bill Francis-Treasurer, Laverna Page-Secretary Dorothy Drummond, 
Jack MacKay and Bill Page. ' 
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President John Dodds and Immediate Past President Grizelle Hill, at the Robert Burns Society of Annapolis, 18th February 1984. 

After dinner we started the second half of our programme, which was a combination of 
Scottish Country Dancing and Ceilidh entertainment. The Highland Fling, Seann 
Triubhais and the Flora MacDonald were pre-narrated and danced by Shona and Kendra 
Stack from the Columbia School of Highland Dancing. Everyone agreed that it was a 
most enjoyable evening and already we have requests for tickets for next year's Burns 
Nicht. 

992. Marchbank Burns Club. On this our Silver Anniversary, the Supper on 27th 
January 1984 was held as always in the Marchbank Hotel, Salerno with nostalgia being 
the keyword. As was only fitting on this occasion all the principal toasts and recitations 
were given by members who had themselves experienced the privilege of proposing the 
'Immortal Memory'. Founder member and Past-President Jack McCaig was in the chair 
for this memorable occasion and treated the company to an outstanding rendering of 
'Tam O'Shanter'. Allan Forrest addressed the Haggis which was carried by our chef and 
piped in by Kerr Cowan. The chairman gave the Selkirk Grace and following another 
excellent March bank meal, Eddie McCue gave the grace after meat. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was very ably rendered by Eddie McCue, as was expected. Eddie's vast 
knowledge of Burns led him into giving us an excellent insight into Burns' Masonic career 
which proved to be a winner with the company. Bert Ronaldson humourously toasted 
'The Lasses' whilst Jim Tait replied in likewise fashion; Later in his capacity as Club 
Bard, Jim entertained us with a lively poem composed at 20,000 feet aboard The London 
Shuttle only three days previously. Bill Ramsay, peerless again as 'Holy Willie', had the 
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honour of toasting 'The Club and Absent Friends', he apologised for our oldest member, 
Jock Martin's absence due to illness and invited all the members to autograph a souvenir 
programme to send to him in this his 84th year. 

John Mathers masterfully related our Bard's most humane story, whilst Willie Shanks 
'Epistle To J. Lapraik' and Eddie McCue's 'Address to Edinburgh' were other well 
received recitations. Jim Dunbar, Dennis Todd and John Fraser were all in good voice as 
they delivered the Bard's well loved melodies, Jock Noble celebrated his entry to the Club 
with a few humorous stories and Bill Grieve provided the musical accompaniment on his 
accordian. Later, John Fraser proposed a very sincere vote of thanks to all the artistes and 
guest's, especially commending our Piper Kerr Cowan for his Lament given outside midst 
a blanket of snow three feet deep. 'Bravery beyond the call of duty'. Robert Sutherland, 
our secretary, on the invitation from the chair, read the story of the Club from the ex· 
cellent programme he had produced for the Anniversary. The chairman also thanked him 
for the Robbie Burns Whisky Miniatures presented to each member as a fitting momento 
of the occasion. Jack McCaig proposed a very appreciative vote of thanks to our hosts, 
which Willie Waddell abley replied to on his second hosting of our supper and reiterated 
the hope, there would be many more enjoyable suppers in store. 'Auld Lang Syne', sung 
well after midnight drew a marvellous celebration to a happy conclusion. 

EDDIE McCUE, ROBERT SUTHERLAND 

996. Lodge St. Andrew Kilmarnock. Our Annual Burns Supper was held in the 
Masonic Hall, Kilmarnock on Friday 27th January 1984. The Chairman was James 
Gordon. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by James McDowall whose absorbing 
address was warmly applauded by an appreciative audience. Piper John Logan made the 
Rafters dirl as the Haggis was ceremoniously carried in by Norrie Weir and addressed in 
stirring fashion by Ian Ghee the toast to 'The Lasses' was in the capable hands of Jack 
Farrell who captivated his listeners in a witty and original toast. Mrs. Tris Bell who replied 
was in typically sparkling and devastating form. The songs of Burns were sung in a very 
moving way by Willie Wallace who also gave a very fine rendering of the 'Epistle to 
Davie'! The vote of thanks were ably proposed in humorous vein by James McDermont. 
The evening finished with a dance at the end of which everyone voted it a very enjoyable 
night. 

R.GHEE 

999. Dumfries and District Round Table Burns Club. Originally scheduled for 23rd 
January 1984, cancelled due to inclement weather and rescheduled for 3 lst January 1984. 
The Annual Supper was held at the Globe Inn, Dumfries. 'Immortal Memory'-Donald 
Urquhart; 'The Lasses O'-Edwin Young; 'Drouthie Cronies'-Gilmour Milligan; 
Recitations-'Tam O'Shanter'-Neil McKeand; 'Holy Wullie's Prayer'-David 
Thomson; Others-Bob Mitchell, Ian Caldwell, and Songs-Hugh Sloan. It was with 
regret that the original supper had to be cancelled because of a severe snowfall since Hon. 
Member David Campbell scheduled to do 'Tam O'Shanter', was unavailable on the 
rearranged date and a party of 14 round tablers from Hall Green, Birmingham arrived to 
find the event cancelled-There has been a suggestion that with our help they will organise 
a Burns Supper in Birmingham in 1985-details to be arranged. 

1000. United Glass Jolly Beggars Burns Club. The Annual Supper took place on 
Tuesday 31st January 1984. The new Club premises of the Coalsnaughton Burns Club, 
provided free of charge for the occasion, proved an excellent setting. The preparations for 
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the supper got off to a good start, with the now unique step of reducing ticket prices from 
last year's by 75p. The Supper was a sell out and proved to be one of our best. Our 
Principal Speaker, Sam Gaw, held the company's attention with an excellent 'Immortal 
Memory'. Austin Cavanagh's toast to 'The Lasses' was a good blend of fun and 
seriousness and was well received. The entertainment was provided mainly by our own 
Club members, and, although speaking of ones own cronies, was of a high standard. The 
small amount of non mem~er entertainment was provided by close friends of the Club and 
was of an equally high standard. The standard of performance is such that many of our 
member artists are asked to entertain at other suppers throughout the area. The area is a 
stronghold of Burns enthusiasts. A collection for the Jean Armour Burns Houses realised 
the sum of £57 following an appeal by T. Mcilwraith, President of The Federation. 

1005. Tamworth and District Scottish Society. The Society held its 25th Burns Supper 
this year. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the Society's Founder President, R. 
Macfarlane. The remaining speeches were all delivered by Past-Presidents. 

In September 1984 the Society celebrates its Silver Jubilee. This occasion will be marked 
by a Grand Dinner Dance. 

1007. Burns Anniversary Committee of Rhode Island. Rhodes-on-the-Pawtuxet was 
the site of Rhode Island's tribute to the 225th Anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns. 
This ballroom, which once reverberated to the 'Big Band Sounds' of yesteryear, swelled to 
sounds of over 600 happy Burnsians and their friends on this 2lst Annual Celebration of 
the birth of one of the world's greatest 'singers' of songs of the common folk. The 
traditional aspects of a Burns Supper were observed with the piping of the Haggis by John 
C. Maclean, Jr. and the address to Haggis delivered by Alexander R. Glen, Pipe-Major 
of the Rhode Island Highlanders Pipe Band. After a salute to the 'Immortal Memory' and 
an appeal for support of the Burns Federation by the Chairman of the Burns Anniversary 
Committee, John C. MacLean, the gathering was entertained by the lovely voice and 
personality of Ivy Carey Ford, who rendered some of Robert Burns most beautiful songs. 
The highlight of the evening was a rousing performance of piping, drumming, and 
marching by Rhode Island's own R. I. Highlanders Pipe Band. Accompanying the band 
were the Highland Dancers, led by Phyllis MacGregor and including Johnna McDonald, 
Janice Maclean and Debbie Kane, who is also a piper. Part of the festivities of the 
evening included a round of toasts called for by the Master of Ceremonies, Alexander 
Malcolm. Saluting the President of the United States was G. Richmond Cargill Chief of 
Clan Cameron number seven OSC. The toast to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was 
given by Helen Brannan, President of the Daughters of Argyle Ladies Auxiliary number 
83. William MacQuattie, President of the St. Andrew's Society of Rhode Island, toasted 
the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert Burns. A Grace before supper was given by Mary 
Stockwell, Chaplain of the Daughters of Argyle. After the formal ceremonies of the 
evening, the large gathering enjoyed an evening of dancing and sociability to the music of 
Jes We Three. Those hardy folk, who like Tam stayed to the wee hours, joined in a 
rousing singing of 'Auld Lang Syne' to close out the celebration. 

ELIZABETH S. MacLEAN 

1008. Caledonian Society of West Cumberland. 57 members celebrated the Burns 
Supper at Seaton Village Hall on Saturday 27th January. The Haggis was piped in by 
Society Pipers Bill Todhunter and John Winder, to be addressed with vigour and en-
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thusiam by John Morrison. President Ron Blair proposed the 'Immortal Memory' ex
tolling the Bard's genius and ending with the observation that 'The human frailities he 
freely admitted died with His earthly body but his spirit lives on and deserves its im
mortality.' In light-hearted vein, Jack Fearon proposed the toast to 'The Lasses' which 
provoked a witty reply from Vice-President Rena Allan. Singing and entertainment was 
provided by Chrissy Patterson, Arnold Bailey, George Atkinson and John Willis. The 
principal guest at the 'St. Andrew's Ball' was the High Sheriff of Cumbria, Peter 
Crewdson, who toasted the Society in reply to Vice-President Rena Allan's toast to 'The 
County of Our Adoptiqn'. The event again featured a popular and impressive display by 
Carlisle Caledonia Pipe Band led by Pipe-Major Lindsay Mawbray. 

In June a Weekend Trip to Melrose and Galashiels included visits to Traquair House 
and Sir Walter Scott's House at Abbotsford as well as an enjoyable evening's dancing at 
the Waverly Castle Hotel, Melrose. Other events provided a good mix of entertainment, a 
memorable slide show entitled 'What a Wonderful World with marvellously synchronised 
taped musical backing, provided by Mr. and Mrs. Eldred Wilson, a Cumberland Merry 
Neet, Beef and Wine Party, Indoor Bowls competition, Christmas Party and a Charity 
concert in aid of Guide Dogs for The Blind given by the Curwenaires Concert Party. Last 
but not least two of our four main events the 'President's At Home' and 'Founders 
Night', the Society's 16th birthday celebration. 

GEORGE LINSCOTT GOODE 

1010. H & W Burns Club Belfast N. Ireland. The third Annual Burns Supper of the H 
& W Burns Club took place on Friday 20th January 1984 at Magdala Hall where 150 
Members and Friends were welcomed by the strains of the pipes from Piper Robert 
Brannigan. Chairman Jack Jamison opened the evening offering up a warm welcome to 
all. This was followed by the Selkirk Grace and the piping in of the Haggis with Donald 
Weir acting as Bearer, as our member who usually gives the address failed to turn up due 
to illness. The Chairman himself took on the role. Victor Smylie gave an amusing toast to 
'The Lasses' while Mrs. Jacqueline Smith gave a equally amusing reply. Jim Heron gave 
us the 'Immortal Memory' taking as his theme the final years and the emergence of Burns 
the cult figure. John Trotter gave a witty Holy Willie's Prayer and a fine rendering of 
Highland Harry. David Henderson sang songs of Scotland including 'The Star o' Rabbie 
Burns'. George Johnston on the Accordian and Jimmy Gillespie on the Banjo set oµr feet 
tapping while the members danced to the wee small hours to the trio 'Impact'. 

Our Annual Bus Outing took place in September round the coast of County Down and 
a very successful four day outing to Ayr at Easter during which we were welcomed and 
entertained by Saltcoats, Glencairn Masonic Burns Club. A Christmas Party Night raised 
quite a considerable sum of money for children's charity. A Hogmanay Cabaret and 
Dance attracted a crowd of 180. Our meetings throughout the year were well attended and 
highly successful. 

JAMES HERON 

1013. Balmullo Burns Club. The. Fourth Burns Supper held by the Balmullo Club 
again resulted in a full house. Chairman George Spence welcomed the members and guests 
and the Supper was formally begun by Bobby Crowe proposing the Selkirk Grace. 
Preventing a tragedy, Bill Watson filled in, at the shortest of notice, just in time to pipe in 
the Haggis, Bill Duff, our usual piper being laid low with flu. Fierce weather prevented 
John Young appearing and in a rearranged programme Jim Cameron gave the address to 
the Haggis and George Oliphant was strong-armed into relating the tale of .'Tam 
O'Shanter'. 
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The Haggis had been borne in by Mary Herd, alias Poosie Nansie, following the meal 
Bob Munn made an excellent job of proposing the 'Immortal Memory and President 
Mitch Mitchell toasted 'The Lasses' to which Ian Spence replied, in a pawky and pointed 
fashion. George Oliphant then recounted 'Tam O'Shanter' with a performance that belied 
his lack of time for rehearsal. Young Jenny Hamilton gave a display of Scottish Country 
Dancing and Bobby Crowe and his band played for the dance held after the festivities. 

As in previous years other functions are held-three Scottish Music Nights and a St. 
Andrew's Night. Thanks are due to hosts Mr and Mrs. A. Crookston for the services and 
facilities provided throughout the year. 

JIM CAMERON 

1016. Layland and District Burns Society. The Annual Supper was held at The 
Highfield Restaurant, Croston on Friday 27th January 1984. The President Bill Orr, 
welcomed 74 Members, Guests and Friends, the Selkirk Grace was given by Brian Walker, 
the Haggis was piped in by Pipe-Major Bob Scott and addressed by Bill Beaton after 
which we enjoyed an excellent meal. The 'Immortal Memory' was most competently 
proposed by our President's father D. D. Orr. 'The Lasses' most wittily by Jack Wilkie 
and replied to by Margaret Young, 'Our Native Land' was very thoughtfully and com
pactly proposed by Alex Humphreyson. Our singer was Don Friar who rendered 
traditional songs and others in a lighter vein. Proceedings were ably guided by our 
Toastmaster Allan Walton. After the meal dancing followed in the course of which a 
raffle was held which raised £50 for the Jean Armour Homes this only our third Burns 
Supper, was voted a great success by all. 

On Saturday 6th August 1983, 20 members made a coach trip to Dumfries to follow the 
Heritage Trail and also spend some time at the Agricultural Show. During the year regular 
monthly meetings on various Burns topics and general Scottish literature were held. 
Visiting speakers included Harry McLeish, Liverpool with an illustrated talk on 'Burns 
and Burns Country' and Miss Jean Anderson with an illustrated talk on her visit to the 
Burns Federation International in Canada. On 7th December 1983 we held a pre
Christmas Ceilidh with Scottish Fare, Scottish Music and a Scottish Quiz. 

MRS. M. YOUNG 

1018. East Antrim Burns Association. Casual visitors to Lame on the night of 25th 
January could have been excused for thinking they were on the wrong side of the Irish 
Sea. Rafters were ringing to the skirl of the Pipes as East Antrim Burns Association were 
celebrating the birthday of Scotland's Immortal Bard. The Pandora Restaurant was the 
venue and the dining room was packed to capacity as President William Dennison 
welcomed members and guests from many parts of Co. Antrim. The Selkirk Grace, 
delivered by Ernie Logan heralded an excellent meal and soon Piper Tom Stewart was 
ushering in the Haggis, which was addressed by Sam Cross. The main toast of the evening 
the 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Wilson Logan who clearly demonstrated his 
keen appreciation and in-depth knowledge of the works of the Poet. In the course of an 
outstanding address Mr. Logan spoke of the enduring quality of the works of Burns, and 
of the ever increasing circle of admirers from all walks of life, regardless of racial or 
political differences. Burns concept of the universal brotherhood of man was highlighted, 
and his popularity in such diverse places as America and the USSR, or China, demon
strated his universal and ageless appeal. In a special toast 'Them That's Awa' James L. 
MacAllister paid a moving tribute to the late John Clifford, and with liberal quotations 
from the Poet once again proved his outstanding scholarship. The social part of the 
evening was in the capable hands of Bertie Fulton who never fails to delight his audience, 
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and our fiddler Dan Hewitt, who set the feet tapping with some virtuoso playing brought 
to an end what was universally voted as the finest evening enjoyed for many years . 

...... ~ ;. 

Members of East Antrim Burns Association at the Annual Supper, 25th January 1984. Seated: Ernie 
Logan and William Dennison (Pres.) Standing: Sam Cross (Secy.), Wilson Logan (Treas.), Tom 
Peoples (Vice-Pres.), and Piper Tam Stewart with Chef Omar Beggs and Mrs. Beggs. 

1020. Netherthird Craigens Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held in Netherthird 
and Craigens Working Mens Club on Wednesday 8th February 1984. The Haggis was 
piped in by Piper Bill Woods and addressed by James Smetherhem. The Selkirk Grace was 
said by Thomas Rowan. William Pender proposed the 'Immortal Memory' of Robert 
Burns . Hugh McNaughton toasted 'The Lasses '. Mrs. Christine Smetherhem gave the 
reply . Thomas Rowan toasted 'Absent Friends'. Miss Carolann Woods gave a display on 
the art of Highland Dancing. James Smetherhem toasted 'The Queen' and 'Imperial 
Forces' and Allan Gillon sung a popular Burns song. Thomas Rowan proposed a vote of 
thanks to Mrs. Elizabeth Mair and the bar staff also the caterer Mr. and Mrs. Robertson 
of Drongan for an excellent meal. Entertainment for the evening was provided by Kenny 
Thomson's Scottish Dance Band . The evening came to a close with the singing of 'Auld 
Lang Syne '. 

Netherthird and Craigen Burns Club held their Annual St. Andrew's Night on 23rd 
November 1983 in the Working Men's Club . The meal was provided by Mrs. Jean Kay 
and Thomas Rowan said Grace before meal. After the meal William Pender gave a lecture 
on the life and travels of St. Andrew . James Smetherhem gave a speech on the Treaty of 
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Union and recited a Burns poem 'A Parcel of Rogues in a Nation' . The evening was 
brightened up to the sound of the Kenny Thomson Scottish Band 'Scots Wha Hae', was 
sung at the close. 

JAM E SM ETHERH EM 

1021. Kuwait Caledonians. The Annual Burns Supper of the Kuwait Caledonians was 
held on 26th January at the Hunting and Equestrian Club in Kuwait with an attendance of 
180 members. Our guest speaker was Grant Carson who flew in from Glasgow especially 
for the occasion and he honoured us by proposing the 'Immortal Memory' and later on in 
the evening gave us his own locally flavoured recitations of 'Tam O'Shanter' and 'Holy 
Willie's Prayer'. The toast to 'The Lasses' was made by Bob Stevenson and replied to by 
Evelyn Coulter. The Great Chieftain O' the Puddin Race was piped in by Society Pipers 
Vic Faloon and Peter Garston (British Airways arranged and flew in the haggis and neeps 
for us), and the evening was presided over by President Ronnie Sinclair. The Kuwait 
Caledonian Pipe Band (all locally taught by Society Piper Vic Faloon) of seven pipers and 
two drummers also gave us a 20 minute piping display. (Pipers were Vic Faloon, Roddy 
Ross, Peter Garstone, Alan Sinclair, John Loughlin, John Kelly, Finlay McCluskey. 
Drummers were Peter O'Neil and Mary Kelly). Other local entertainment was performed 
by Adam Reay, Bob Stevenson, Davie Wishart, John O'Donnel and Agnes O'Donnel. 

Our St. Andrew's Night Dinner was held on lst December also at the Hunting and 
Equestrian Club with an attendance of 300 members and guests. Our guest speaker 'Mr. 

Jim Healy (Treasurer) and President Ronnie Sinclair with Diraar Algharim, Patron of Kuwait 
Caledonians. 
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Abie' of Radio Clyde fame was flown in by courtesy of British Airways who also supplied 
us with the haggis, heather and neeps for the occasion. The toast to 'Oor Guests' was 
proposed by Bob Stevenson and replied to by Ken Winston, also the Kuwait Caledonian 
Pipe Band gave us a piping display which brought a flavour of Scotland to the occasion. 
This past year has been one of the most successful in the Society's history as apart from 
providing excellent functions, funds of over £4,000 were raised and sent to various 
charities in Scotland. 

PETER ROBERTSON 

1022. Blane Valley Burns Club. Our Fourth Anniversary Dinner was held in the 
Edmonstone Hall, Blanefield on 20th January 1984 when 132 Members and Friends 
honoured the birthday of the Bard. As well as enjoying 'Guid Halesome Fairin' they had a 
feast of excellent recitations, singing, piping and speeches from Club members and guests. 
The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by the local minister Rev. Alexander Fleming and 
two local celebrities Larry Marshall (STY) and Alma Cadzow (Radio Scotland) toasted 
'The Lasses'. 

On Saturday 13th August 18 Members and Friends visited the Burns Country by mini· 
bus stopping at Kilmarnock, Mauchline, Tarbolton, Kirkoswald, Ayr and finally Alloway 
in the early evening. This was a most enjoyable outing and will certainly be repeated next 
year. On Saturday 8th October a Charity Folk Concert was held in the Edmonstone Hall, 
Blanefield featuring the Clydesiders Folk Group with local supporting Acts. 135 tickets 
were sold therefore it was standing room only on the night and thanks to sponsorship 
from local businesses we were able to donate £350 to local charities. Again, this was a 
memorable evening and plans are now in hand to repeat our success next year. 

GEORGE EASTCROFT 

1026. Duns Burns Club. The Annual Supper was held on Friday 20th January 1984 in 
the Black Bull Hotel Duns. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by Andrew Stevenson 
and 'The Lasses' by Desmond Daly with reply by Margaret Lorimer. 

ROBERT JOHN GLOVER 

1030. Darlington Gaelic Society. On 21st January 1984 the Society held its Annual 
Burns Supper at The George Hotel Piercebridge. The Haggis was piped in by Donald 
Finlayson and addressed by Ron Fairbairn. The 'Immortal Memory' was proposed by 
Andrew Dickson and the toast to 'The Lasses' by Ron Fairbairn, ably replied to by Miss 
Joan Young. Peter Crammond rendered 'Tam O'Shanter': Jim Millar regaled us with 
Burns songs, as did the Gaelic singers accompanied by Mrs. Margery Cooper. 

The first function of the session was the President's Evening on 2lst September 1983 
when the speaker was Jim MacTaggart, Editor of The Teesdale Mercury. This was the 
first function for our newly-elected President Mrs. Cath Macinnes. 5th November, again 
at The George Hotel Piercebridge, was a Ceilidh and Dance, Ina MacDiarmid, Mod Gold 
Medallist, travelling from Fort William to sing. A Social Evening was held in February 
and a Musical Evening in March. On 12th May Evelyn Campbell from Edinburgh was our 
principal guest singer at The Ceilidh and Dance in the George Hotel. 

MRS. MARGERY COOPER 

1031. Cramond Brig Burns Club. This newly formed club held its first Burns Supper at 
the Cramond Brig Hotel, Edinburgh on Thursday 2nd February 1984 and a total of 71 
Members and Guests enjoyed an excellent Burns Evening followed by traditional songs 
and music. The address to the Haggis was made by David Brown. The 'Immortal 
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Cramond Brig Burns Club Committee and Guest of Hon~ur: Charles Wardell, Ian Kirk, Alan Dyce 
(Treas.), Robert Brown (Pres.), R.S.M. D.L. Beveridge, Royal Scots, and G. Mclintock (Secy.) . 

Photo: John Porteous, Edinburgh 

Memory' was rendered by our President Robert Brown. 'Tam O'Shanter' was rendered by 
one of our guests, Willie Anderson of South Queens ferry, it will be a long time before it is 
bettered! The Death and Dying Words of Poor Mailie was given by 'Faither' Jock 
Weatherstone of Dalmeny. An address was made to the club members and guests by Tom 
Mcllwraith, one of our founder members and President of the Burns Federation. Mr. 
Mcilwraith also presented the Club President with his badge of office. Our honoured 
guest was WOI (RSM) D. L. Beveridge Royal Scots. The club was formed on 20th October 
1983 and became federated on l 9th November 1983 . The founder membership was 66 and 
meetings are held twice a year. 

Bus trip to the Burns country on Sunday 24th June 1984. Annual General Meeting, 
Cramond Brig Hotel, Edinburgh on Thursday 25th October 1984. 

1033. Java St. Andrew Society. The past year has seen a small increase in the Society's 
membership and our current figures are 156 Full members and 118 Associates. 

During the year we have had two ceilidhs and the Burns Supper and in each case the 
demand exceeded tickets and some members had to be turned away. This is regretted but 
having seen the revised layout of the !SCI dining room I hope it will be possible to increase 
our numbers in future. 
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The St. Andrew's Ball was held on 26th November 1983 in Borobudur Hotel. A large 
percentage of our expense is for overseas entertainers and as a result of the rupiah 
devaluation it was necessary to either lower the standard of the Ball, or increase the ticket 
price to Rp. 40,000. We chose the latter course and I confess that the Committee were 
nervous for a week or two till we saw how tickets were going. Happily our reputation for 
excellent Balls in recent years and the added attraction of the Tain Country Dance Band 
from Scotland was enough to ensure a complete sell-out and we sold 390 tickets. I think 
that most people had an enjoyable evening and the 120+ who came back to my house for 
breakfast certainly didn't seem to want it to stop. 

This year the Committee held a series of small welcome parties for new Full members, 
to let them meet their Committee and also each other. I feel these were appreciated by 
those who attended but unfortunately, circumstances have prevented us holding a party 
since before November. 

Our thanks to David and Gill McGilligan for allowing us the use of their home in July 
when the Society were the hosts to 35 thirsty sailors from the Royal Navy who were 
visiting Jakarta for a few days. This hospitality is very much appreciated by our guests 
and I hope that this practise can be continued in future. The Thursday night social/dance 
evenings are as popular and well attended as ever and I am grateful to all those members 
who gave us the use of their homes. On the subject of dancing, our thanks go to Carol 
Binbrek and Marilyn Ferguson for their continuing work in teaching Highland and 
Country dancing. 

I inherited a thriving and active society from Fred Inch and I like to think I am passing 
it on none the worse for my year as Chieftain. One reason for our continuing success is the 
hard work and attention to detail by our Committee members. I would like to thank the 
retiring Committee for their hard work on behalf of the Society and also their wives and 
husbands for the support they have given their spouses during the last year. 

MRS. JEAN GILBERT 

1039. Troon Ladies Burns Club. Troon Ladies Burns Club held their First An
niversary Dinner in the Ardneil Hotel on 31 st January 1984. The evening got off to a great 
start by a presentation by J. Adam, President of Troon Burns Club of a portrait of our 
national Bard. It is much appreciated by the ladies and will always be treasured. After 
Grace was said by Mrs. Enez Logan the company enjoyed the traditional fare appropriate 
to the occasion and the address to the Haggis was enthusiastically rendered by Alan 
Stoddart. The Loyal Toast was proposed by Madam Chairman Mrs. Cathie Milliken. 
After the interval the company was treated to a wealth of talent consisting of speakers 
singers and instrumentalists. The 'Immortal Memory' was eloquently and skilfully 
proposed by Mrs. Margaret Parker MBE, Ex-Provost of Kilmarnock. The toast to 'The 
Lasses' was hilariously proposed by Peter Howie, Past-President of Troon Burns Club 
and Mrs. Enez Logan, Past-President of Ayrshire Association, ably retaliated. Readings 
by Alan Stoddart and songs by John Goodwin delighted the company which also enjoyed 
more music provided by the Rigadoons and the Lismores. 

27th September 1983 Inaugural Meeting of Troon Ladies Burns Club. After con
sideration and deliberation regarding a merger with Troon Burns Club, it was decided the 
ladies would go it alone. 29th November I 983 St. Andrew's Night. Andrew Douglas, Past
President of Dundonald Burns Club, proposed the toast to St. Andrew and Auld Scotia 
which was hugely appreciated by the company. Entertainment was provided by Mrs. Liz 
Brodie. Francis Hunter, accompanied by Mrs. Nancy Dunbar. Peter Howie and Mrs. J. 
MacMillan rendered appropriate readings. Ex-Provost Paton of Troon proposed a toast 
to the New Club. The vote of thanks was proposed by Mrs. J. Calderwood. 

MRS. MAE McLEAN 
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LIST OF BURNS CLUBS AND SCOTTISH SOCIETIES ON THE ROLL OF 

THE BURNS FEDERATION (Corrected to 30th April, 1984) 

Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
0 Kilmarnock Burns Club 1808 1885 75 Mrs. Peggy Alasdair M. Gordon, 3 

Thomson Portland Road, 
Kilmarnock KAI 2AN 

1 The Burns Club of 1868 1885 170 Mrs. Dorothy James Mason, 83 
London Williams Dorchester Way, Kenton, 

Harrow HA3 9RD 
2 Alexandria Burns Club 1884 1885 150 James Gallacher John Barton, Cedar 

Cottage, 126 Middleton 
Street, Alexandria, G83 
ODQ 

4 Callander Burns Club 1877 1885 43 A.R. Thompson K. A. Stewart, Trustee 
Savings Bank, 49 Main 
Street, Callander, 
Perthshire 

5 Ercildoune Burns Club 1885 1963 66 James Irvine Mrs. R. Irvine, 25 
Queensway, Earlston, 
Berwickshire TD4 6EU 

7 Thistle Burns Club 1882 1885 50 James McAulay T. Murtagh, 132 Calder 

9 Royalty Burns Club 1882 1886 
Street, Glasgow G42 7QP 

279 George E. Davidson W. A. Mc Lagan, 42 
Cunningham Drive, 
Giffnock, Glasgow G46 
6ER 

10 Dumbarton Burns Club 1859 1886 130 William Jones James L. Hempstead, 1 
Veir Terrace, 
Dumbarton G82 4AZ 

11 Chesterfield and 1886 1886 116 Mrs. Doris Hosie Mrs. Cath Hess, Cliffhurst, 
District Cal. Assoc. Rectory Road, 

Duckmanton, Chesterfield 
13 St. Andrews Burns 1869 1981 90 David Reed, 5 Cairnhill 

Club Gardens, St. Andrews, 
Fife 

14 Dundee Burns Club 1860 1886 35 A. Sproul J.M. Clarke, 362Broughty 
Ferry Road, 
Dundee DOI 3NH 

15 Belfast Burns Assoc. 1886 1886 40 James Marsh Mrs. Margaret A. Stokes, 
33 North Road, Carrick 
Fergus, Co. Antrim BT38 
8LP 

17 Nottingham Scottish 1871 1886 300 J.B. More Miss R. Smith, 14 
Association Harrington Drive, Lenton, 

Nottingham 
20 Airdrie Burns Club 1885 1885 130 Hugh S. Neilson Matthew Hood, 125 

LLB., NP Cromarty Road, Airdrie 
21 Greenock Burns Club 1801 1886 128 Robert Peat Miss Mabel A. Irving, 4 

South Street, Greenock, 
Renfrewshire PAl6 STX 

22 Edinburgh Burns Club 1848 1886 32 Andrew S. Winton Rev. Alan B. Cameron, c/o 
Cain, 27 Windsor St., 
Edinburgh 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

26 Perth Burns Club 1873 1977 87 Rev. Hector Donald N. M. Paton, 75 
Houston Needless Road, Perth PH2 
M.B.E., J.P. OLD 

33 Glasgow Haggis Club 1872 1886 100 James Kelly David Watson, C.A., 147 
Bath Street, Glasgow G2 
4SN 

35 Dairy (Ayrshire) Burns 1825 1887 90 Lawrence Smith W. Walker, 10 Braehead, 
Club Dairy, Ayrshire KA24 SEX 

36 Rosebery Burns Club 1885 1887 19 Mrs. Nan W. Mrs. Nan W. McKenzie, 
McKenzie 'Crichope,' 49 St. Kenneth 

Drive, Glasgow G514QF 
37 Dollar Burns Club 1887 1887 100 Andrew Blance Alex. B. Mciver, 

Harviestoun Lodge, Dollar 
FK147PY 

40 Aberdeen Burns Club 1872 1889 61 John M. Cowan Mrs. Irene Fraser, 4 
Ramsay Cres., Garthdee, 
Aberdeen 

42 Strathearn Burns Club 1889 1950 47 Mrs. Mina Mrs. Cora Morgan, I Boyd 
Robertson Avenue, Crieff, Perthshire 

45 Cumnock Burns Club 1887 1891 120 Sheriff David Robin D. Hunter, I The 
B. Smith Square, Cumnock, 

AyrshireKA18 IBQ 
48 Paisley Burns Club 1805 1891 36 Robert Wilson R. Y. Corbett, 36 

Riccartsbar Avenue, 
Paisley P A2 6BG 

49 Bridgeton Burns Club 1870 1891 710 John H. Sinclair W. Walker, 39 Randolph 
Rd., GlasgowGll 7LF 

50 Stirling Burns Club 1886 1892 100 J. Lockhart Henry Robb. LL.B., 3 Pitt 
Whiteford Terrace, Stirling 

55 Derby Scottish Assoc. 1890 1893 409 W. W. Dryburgh Mrs. K. Dick, 8 Greenside 
and Burns Club Court, Mickleover, 

Derby DE3 5RG 
56 Muirkirk Lapraik 1893 1971 27 William Kirk Jos. Mackin, 42 Logan 

Burns Club Ave., Cumnock, Ayrshire 
KA183HB 

59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 1893 1893 116 Arthur Boyle Robert Smith, 105 Kirn 
Burns Club Drive, Gourock PA19 !EG 

62 Cupar Burns Club 1884 1893 260 James Orr, 38 St. Michaels 
Drive, Cupar, Fife 

68 Sandyford (Glasgow) 1893 1894 350 Andrew D. Aitken Neil Macdonald, 58 
Burns Club F.R.I.C.S. Stockiemuir Ave., 

Bearsden, Glasgow G61 
3LX 

69 Dunedin Burns Club, 1861 1894 315 David Mcintosh Henry J. Horrell, MBE, 96 
inc. Cavel! Street, Tainui, 

Dunedin, New Zealand 
72 Partick Burns Club 1885 1895 90 A. Ronald Rae Graham Davidson, 33 

Kingsborough Gardens, 
Glasgow GI2 9NH 

74 Nat. Burns Memorial 1888 1895 48 Sir Claude Hagart Alastair J. Campbell, c/o 
and Cottage Homes, Alexander of McKenzie, Roberton & 
Mauchline Ballochmyle, Bt. Co., 53 Bothwell Street, 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
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82 Arbroath Burns Club 1888 1896 129 W. C. Braid Hugh Wilson, Clydesdale 
Bank, 117 High Street, 
Arbroath, Angus 
DDll IDP 

85 Dunfermline United 1812 1896 110 The Rt. Hon. the J. Torrie, 'The Haining', 
Burns Club Earl of Elgin and Ferryhills, North 

Kincardine, Queens ferry 
D.L., J.P., M.A. 

89 Sunderland Burns Club 1897 1897 55 Mrs. W. Black Mrs. M. Wilson, 9 Lingdale 
Ave., Sunderland SR6 8AZ 

95 Bolton Burns Club 1881 1897 110 Mrs. T. G. Dunlop Mrs. W. G. Diggle, 18 
Gorses Mount, Darcy 
Lever, Bolton, Lanes BL2 

96 Jedburgh 1897 1897 53 
lPQ 

Archd. Wallace John Gibson, 35 Howden 
Cres., Jedburgh, Rox. TD8 
6JY 

112 Dumfries Burns Howff 1889 1899 135 Donald Urquhart D. C. Smith, 22 
Club Cargenbridge Ave., 

Dumfries DG2 8LP 
116 Greenloaning Burns 1889 1900 66 Peter I. Mcintosh, Norman Ure, 6 Drummond 

Club J.P. Rise, Dunblane, Perthshire 
120 Bristol Caledonian Soc. 1820 1900 140 Alistair C. Brown Mrs. M. Morton, 640 

Southmead Road, Filion, 
Bristol, BS12 7RE 

124 The Ninety Burns Club 1890 1902 46 E. B. K. Murphy J.C. McVittie, W.S., 4 
North Charlotte St., 
Edinburgh EH2 4HT 

126 Falkirk Burns Club 1866 1902 75 George Barclay C. Inglis McAulay, 
Kirkshiels, Main Street, 

133 Newarthill Burns Club 1903 1904 18 
Polmont by Falkirk 

William Burns Thomas Boslem, 82 
Mosshall St., Newarthill, 
Motherwell 

149 Elgin Burns Club 1901 1905 150 David C. Wm. D. G. Chalmers, 
Mackessack-Leitch Royal Bank Bdgs., Elgin, 

Moray !V30 IDY 
152 The Hamilton Burns 1877 1906 220 James Steele Dr. S. I. Parker, 25 

Club Burnside Place, Larkhall, 
Strathclyde ML9 2EQ 

158 Darlington Burns 1906 1906 48 J. L. C. Corry T. W. Chater, 26 Langdale 
Assoc. Road, Darlington DLI 4BP 

Co. Durham 
167 Birmingham and 1888 1924 248 A. R. Stalker P. Drew, 12 Hillcrest Road, 

Midland Scottish Wylde Green, Sutton 
Society Coldfield, West Midlands 

B72 IEG 
169 Glasgow and District 1907 1908 15 A. McArthur Scott I. Galt, 157 Hyndland 

Burns Association Clubs Road, Glasgow G12 9JA 
173 Irvine Burns Club 1826 1908 450 Robin D. Campbell William Cowan, 

'Norwood', 75 Bank Street, 
Irvine KA12 OLL 
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179 Dailly J oily Beggars 1909 1909 10 Dr. Gordon John Dorward, 17 Linfern 
Club Robertson Rd., Dailly KA269SW 

192 Ayrshire Association of 1908 1910 28 John Inglis Mrs. Enez Logan, 6 Hugh 
Burns Clubs Clubs Watt Place, Kilmaurs, 

Ayrshire, KA3 2P2 
197 Winnipeg Burns Club 1907 1911 85 Ishbel M. Turnbull James J. Turnbull, Sr., 258 

Southall Drive, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada R2V 
1V3 

198 Gorebridge Burns Club 1906 1911 250 Archd. Lochrie A. Law,41 
Newhunterfield, 
Gorebridge, Midlothian 
EH23 4BD 

199 Newbattle and District 1910 1911 60 J. Telford David Smith, 77 Sixth 
Burns Club Street, Newtongrange, 

Midlothian 
212 Portobello Burns Club 1892 1913 50 J. Stanley Cavaye, Robert Mackay, M.A., 

J.P. 'Quardene,' 8 Bryce Ave., 
Edinburgh EH7 6TX 

217 Eskdale Burns Club 1886 1913 120 Arthur N. Elliot Mrs. Sheena Elliot, 5 
Academy Place, Langholm, 
Dumfriesshire DG13 OBA 

220 Burns Club of St. 1905 1913 41 Edward Renshaw Robert E. Burns, 619 West 
Louis Polo Drive, Clayton, Mo. 

63105, U.S.A. 
226 Dumfries Burns Club 1820 1913 99 Donald C. Mccuaig John A. C. McFadden, 37 

George Street, Dumfries 
DGl lEA 

236 Whitehaven Burns Club 1914 1914 54 Maurice Pringle George Young, Colington, 
Egremont Road 
Hensingham, Whitehaven, 
Cumbria CA28 8NQ 

237 Uddingston Masonic 1914 1914 18 Alexander L. J. Polson, 4 Watson Street, 
Burns Club Hamilton Uddingston, Glasgow G71 

?JU 
238 Burns Club of Atlanta 1896 1914 87 David M. Jones, Jr. Alexander J. Murray, 

C.A.C.U., 2499Smith 
Avenue, Marietta, Georgia 
30064 USA 

239 Hawick Burns Club 1878 1914 1150 H. Spreng James Dickie, Hawick 
Burns Club, Albert Bridge, 
Hawick, Roxburghshire 

242 Montrose Burns Club 1908 1915 120 L. W. McAllister A. L. Macfarlane, 14 
Graham Cres., Montrose, 

252 Alloway Burns Club 1908 
Angus DDlO 9BQ 

1918 104 Hugh Farrell James Glass, M.A., 31 
Glenconner Road, Ayr 
KA? 3HF 

263 Glasgow Masonic 1919 1919 173 Charles McCall J. Darroch, 86 Ashgill 
Burns Club Road, Lambhill, Glasgow 

G22 
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274 Troon Burns Club 1920 1920 85 Peter Howie James Adam, C.A., 

318/319 Bridgegate House, 

275 Ayr Burns Club 1886 1920 Ill 
Irvine KA12 8DG 

A. MacPherson Mrs. M. McKellar, 125 
Hillfoot Road, Ayr 
KA73LD 

284 Philadelphia North- 1896 1921 15 Douglas Mackay Rev. John H. Leitch, 
eastern Burns Club S.T.D., 775 Copeland 

School Road, West 
Chester, Pennsylvania 
19380, U.S.A. 

293 Newcraighall Welfare 1921 1921 40 William Duncan Robert Hendry, 18 Park 
Poosie Nansie Burns View Newcraighall, 
Club Musselburgh EH21 8RP 

296 Walsall and Dist. 1900 1922 65 Peter F. Smithson J. M. McMillan, 192 Aliens 
Scottish Society Lane, Pelsall, Walsall, 

W. Midlands WS3 4JP 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's 1849 1922 200 Allen Houston Angus McKay, 2315 

and Caledonian Soc. Blan shard St., Victoria, 
B.C., Canada B8T 4J4 

307 Edinburgh Ayrshire 1914 1922 141 Mrs. C. Chunter G. Henderson Laing, 50 
Association Marrionville Dr., 

310 Mauchline Burns Club 1923 1923 
Edinburgh EH7 6BW 

47 Dr. J. Cleland D. I. Lyell, M.A., 9 East 
Park Ave., Mauchline KA5 
5BS 

314 Scottish Burns Club, 1920 1923 42 Alex. Bruce Mrs. W. P. Cowan, 25 
Edinburgh Alderbank Terrace, 

EdinburghEHll lTA 
323 Kirkcudbright Burns 1918 1924 90 Ron Paterson Adam Gray, Ingleston, 

Club Borgue, Kirkcudbrightshire 
DG64UA 

329 Newark and District 1923 1924 125 Mrs. G. M. Mrs. Elizabeth Hamilton, 
Cal. Soc. Mcintyre 27 Macauley Drive, 

Balderton, Nr Newark, 
Notis. 

336 Peterhead Burns Club 1826 1925 230 Charles Hendry J.M.M. Smith, 13 Broad 
St. Peterhead, 
Aberdeenshire AB4 6JA 

340 Balerno Burns Club 1881 1965 80 Edward McCue William R. Shanks, 15 
Deanpark Grove, Salerno, 
Edinburgh EH14 7EA 

341 Leith Burns Club 1826 1925 Gerald T. Farmer, C.A., 
A.C.l.S., 34 Cramond 
Park, Cramond, Edinburgh 
EH46PR 

346 Oakbank Mossgiel 1923 1925 9 Mrs. Elizabeth Mrs. Fiona McFadzean, 10 
Burns Club Jamieson Beachbank Cres., East 

Calder, West Lothian 
348 Newton Jean Armour 1924 1925 50 Mrs. J. Hughes Mrs. S. Kean, 14 Woodland 

Hurns Club Cres., Cambuslang, 
Glasgow G72 8RB 
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349 The Howff Burns Club 1925 1925 30 Sam Hannah Mrs. Sarah Logan, 123 
Hurlford Road, Bellfield, 
Kilmarnock 

350 Markinch Burns Club 1899 1925 140 Jack Bissett Mrs. Isobel McLeod, 18 
Mey Green, Stenton, 
Glenrothes, Fife 

356 Burnbank and Dist. 1826 1926 20 Mrs. Janette Lees George Johnston, 48 May 
Masonic Burns Club Gardens, Hamilton, 

Lanarkshire 
360 Lochee Burns Club 1926 1926 500 Edwin Urquhart Thomas Young, 4 Wiston 

Pl., Dundee DD2 3JR 
363 Barrow St. Andrew's 1878 1926 50 William Eccles Geoffrey C. Hewitt, 6 West 

Society Avenue, Barrow-in-Furness 
LAl3 9AX 

365 Catrine Burns Club 1925 1926 26 George Fisher Daniel F. Hannah, 30 Aird 
Ave., Auchinleck, Ayrshire 
KA182JS 

366 Liverpool Burns Club 1924 1926 94 Tom Ellis Mrs. H. Birkhead, 27 
Weaver Court, Gateacre, 
Liverpool L25 5PP 

370 Dundonald Burns Club 1963 1964 100 Duncan Rigg Robert Kirk, Parkstone, 
Ploughlands Road, 
Dundonald, Ayrshire KA2 
9BY 

377 Kilbirnie Rosebery 1906 1927 81 Ronald G. Thomson Tom Smith, 17 Eastern 
Burns Club Cres., Garden City, 

Kilbirnie 
378 Edinburgh Dist. Burns 1925 1927 24 Tom Bell G. Henderson Laing, 50 

Clubs Association Clubs Marionville Dr., Edinburgh 
EH76BW 

387 Cambuslang Mary 1965 1965 14 Mrs. M. Rennie Mrs. M. Easton, 65 
Campbell Burns Club Trossachs Road, Cathkin, 

Rutherglen 
392 Whifflet Burns Club 1920 1928 50 Hugh C. Johnston John A. W. Kirk, 8 Lugar 

Street, Coatbridge, 
Lanarkshire ML5 

393 Annan Ladies' Burns 1928 1928 100 Miss J. Aguss Mrs. Sally Knight, 17 
Club Greenlea Road, Annan, 

Dumfriesshire DGl2 5LB 
401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 1876 1928 36 Dr. W. D. Balfour R. Agnew, 'Restalrig,' 5 

Burns Club, Dumfries Greystone Avenue, 
Dumfries DG I I PE 

403 Fraserburgh Burns Club 1928 1928 221 Alexander Forbes W. J. Smith, Royal Bank 
of Scotland, 62 Broad St, 

405 Cal. Soc. of Sheffield 1822 1929 
Fraserburgh AB4 SAS 

349 Thomas B. Craigie R. A. Coghill, 37 Norton 
Park View, Sheffield S8 
SGS 

417 Burnley and Dist. Cal. 1924 1929 75 G. Paton Mrs. I. Smith, 9 Mount 
Society Road, Burnley, Lanes. 

BBi l 2LA 
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426 Sauchie Burns Club 1929 1929 100 Thomas C. Jackson William Aitken, 88 

Gartmorn Rd., Sauchie, by 
Alloa Clackmannanshire 
FKI03NX 

430 Gourock Burns Club 1887 1929 122 Neil Conway John Scott, 18 Ashton 
Road, Gourock, 
Renfrewshire 

436 Walney Jolly Beggars 1929 1930 135 Mrs. I. Broadbent Mrs. R. Stutchbury, 18 
Ladies' Club Portsmouth Street, 

Barrow-in-Funess, 
Cumbria Ll4 3AH 

437 Dumfries Ladies' Burns 1930 1930 100 Mrs. V. Kerr Mrs. E. Haining, 74 
Club Laghall Court, Kingholm 

Quay, Dumfries DGI 4SX 
439 Barnsley and Distr[ct 1930 1930 47 Robert Murdoch L. Gibson, 147 Pogmoor 

Scottish Society Rd., Barnsley, S. Yorks 
S706PT 

444 Swansea and West 1921 1931 70 Neil McGregor R. N. Forbes, 5 Woodlands 
Wales Cal. Society Terrace, Swansea 

446 Herefordshire Burns 1910 1931 79 James Thomson D. J. James, 'Four Winds', 
Club 11 Lower Thorn, 

Bromyard, Herefordshire 
HR74AZ 

454 Rotherham and District 1924 1931 50 Mrs. J. A. Irvine Mrs. J. Jeavons, 36 
Scottish Association Brunswick Road, 

Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
2RH 

458 Stonehaven 1926 1932 76 William R. Murray Mrs. C. Dawson, 12 
(Fatherland) Burns Cruden Terr., Stonehaven, 
Club Kincardineshire AB3 2LQ 

461 Leicester Cal. Society 1877 1932 266 J. W. D. Baxter Mrs. J.M. Cutting, 
Glenmoray, 56 Dean Road 
West, Hinckley, Leics. 
LEID IQB 

462 Cheltenham Scot. Soc. 1929 1932 150 Alexander McKenzie William Cowie, 16 Hillands 
Dr., Cheltenham, Glos. 
GL53 9EU 

469 Denny Cross Burns 1932 1932 45 David Blair W. Beveridge, 72 Little 
Club Denny Road, Denny, 

Stirlingshire FK6 SAT 
470 St. Giles' Burns Club 1924 1932 85 James Taylor George Peterkin, 24 

Pansport Road, Elgin, 

472 Renfrewshire Assoc. of 1929 1932 
Moray IV30 I ID 

II R. Macfarlan James A. Baird, 4 Binnie 
Burns Clubs Clubs St., Gourock, Renfrewshire 

492 Harrow and Dist. Cal. 1928 1934 310 Mrs. Sheila Dr. Ian White, 32 Daymer 
Society McGuinness Gardens, Pinner, 

Middlesex 
494 Motherwell United 1934 1934 100 Thomas N. Paterson James Williams, 33 North 

Services Burns Club Lodge Avenue, 
Motherwell, Lanarkshire 
ML! 2RP 
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THE BURNS FEDERATION 
Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock KA1 3 BU 

Associate Membership 
Ladies or Gentlemen, whether or not they are members of a federated Club or 
Society, may become Associate Members of the Burns Federation by applying in 
writing to the Hon. Secretary. The Subscription is at present £5 per annum. 
Associate Members are entitled to a free copy of the Burns Chronicle, a copy of the 
minutes of the Executive Committee and to attend the Annual Council of the 
Federation. 

Publications, etc. available from Headquarters: 
Burns Chronicle paperbound £3.50 clothbound £4.25 

(members £2.50 and £3 respectively) 
(there are some back numbers available- list on request from headquarters) 
A Scots Kist £2.50 
A Scots Handsel £1.95 
Bairnsangs £1.45 
Twenty Favourite Songs & Poems (Calligraphy by Torn Gourdie) £1.95 
Robert Burns & Edinburgh (John McVie) £1 
Scottish Epitaphs (Raymond Lamont Brown) 85p 
Robert Burns the man and his work (Hans Hecht) £6.50 
Johnnie Walker's Burns Supper Companion (Hugh Douglas) £4.85 
The Talking Scots Quiz Book (William Graham) £1.95 
Burns Federation Badges £1 
Diplomas (membership) 15p 
Burns Check Ties £3 
Burns Check BowTies£2 
Burns Heritage Trail Maps £1.10 
Silverplated Robert Burns Bookmarks £2.75 

Plus 15% post and packing 

'200 Club' 
The Burns Federation 200 Club is open to members of affiliated Burns Clubs and 
Scottish Societies and to Associate Members of the Burns Federation. The charge 
for membership is £10 to be paid between 1st May and 30th June annually. There 
are ten consecutive draws each of which pays out £30, £20 and £10. Jn addition 
£125 will be paid out four times per annum when all 200 memberships are taken up. 
Proceeds of the 200 Club go to assist the work of the Burns Federation. 

""L __ ._ .... 7 ,.,..._"...._ ________________ _ 
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500 New Cumnock Burns 1923 1934 230 W. A. McHastie Wm. A. McHastie, 

Club 16 Greenbraes Drive, 
Ayrshire KAI 8 4AB 

501 Galt Burns Club 1907 193S 90 Tom Milne Mrs. Greta Hanley, 448 
C.I.M. Waterloo St., S., 

Cambridge, Ontario, 
Canada N3H IN9 

503 Dunblane Burns Club 1923 193S 20 James Glen William Faichney, Cross 
Cottage, Dunblane FK15 
OAQ 

510 J.C.!. Grangemouth 193S 193S ISO G. J. Richards A. Sinclair, c/o l.C.I. 
Burns Club Grangemouth Recreation 

Club, Earl's Road, 
Grangemouth, Stirlingshire 
FK3 8XG 

511 Perth (West Australia) 193S 193S S6 Mrs. M. Howell Mrs. Baillie, 8 Carnac 
Burns Club Street, Fremantle, West 

Australia 
516 Airts Burns Club, 1936 19S9 so George Manderson Walter M.Muir, 89 

Prestonpans Gardiner Road, 
Prestonpans, East Lothian 

520 Uddingston Lochlie 193S 1936 
EH329QR 

IS Mrs. E. Gilmour Mrs. Margaret McKellar, 
Ladies' Burns Club SO Douglas Street, 

Viewpark, Uddingston, 
Glasgow G71 SEA 

523 Highland Soc. of New 1877 1936 ISO David T. Keers David Keers, S4 Cowals 
South Wales Lane, Ermington, NSW 

211S, Australia 
530 Southern Scottish 1937 1937 24 David Smith Mrs. Mary Shearer, 211 

Counties Burns Clubs Lochside Rd., Lochside, 
Association Dumfries DG2 OEH 

534 Bedlington and District 1934 1937 66 Dr. John Brown W. D. Scott, 27 Hotspur 
Burns Club Ave., Bedlington, 

Northumberland NE22 
STD 

535 Plymouth and District 1927 1937 so John Swan Mrs. E. Pay, 2S Waterloo 
Caledonian Society Street, Stoke, Plymouth 

PLI 5RS 
536 Whithorn and District 1937 1937 4S James Edgar, William Rae, B.L., SS 

Burns Club M.R.C.V.S. George Street, Whithorn, 
Newton Stewart DG8 SPA 

543 Abbey Craig Burns !93S 1938 IOI J. Gordon Robert G. Hynd, LL,B., 
Club Wemyss (N.P.), M.B.l.M., 2 

Victoria Place, Stirling 
FK82QX 

548 Leeds Caledonian Soc. 1894 1938 190 Mrs. Jean Barker Mrs. Jaqueline Johnstone, 
21 Calvery Drive, Leeds 
13, West Yorks. 

551 Scarborough Cal. Soc. 1934 1938 82 William Robertson Tom Ferguson, Flat 3, 
Hilton Court, 98 Scalby 
Road, Scarborough 
YOl2SQN 
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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of 
Robert Burns. '-Glasgow Herald. 

Burns Memorial and 
Mauchline, Ayrshire 

The National 
Cottage Homes, 
Created for Deserving Old People-as the most fitting Memorial 

to Robert Burns 

-~ 

TWENTY of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline, in the heart of 
the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks, carefully selected 
from all quarters. Many of the Cottagers left tied houses on retirement 
with nowhere else to stay. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, their own 
furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, and have their own 
friends calling on them as they wish. 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers to 
continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' in ideal 
surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and added 
to, and for this purpose. 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a Subscription to:-

A. J . Campbell 
Secretary and Treasurer 
53 Bothwell Street 

Glasgow G2 6TE 
Tel. 041-221 9786 
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553 Wolverhampton Dist. 1938 1938 100 G. S. Dunwoody Peter Sharples, 136 
Cal. Soc. Farrington Road, 

Wolverhampton WV4 6UL 
555 Harrogate St. Andrew's 1921 1938 335 T. Niven Ballantyne Mrs. I. Fairs, 14 Park Ave, 

Society Harrogate, N. Yorks 
HG29BQ 

556 Caledonian Society of 1883 1938 45 W. Leighton J. K. Todd, 24 Stone Pont 
Doncaster Grove, Bessacarr, 

Doncaster DN4 64Q 
559 Coventry and Dist. Cal. 1911 1938 214 Mrs. W. Laing Mrs. E. Salmon, IA 

Society Tuckwell Close, Stockton, 
NrRugby 

561 London (Ontario) 1938 1939 140 Dr. James Connor Mrs. Magdeline A. Erdos, 
Burns Club 2 Great Oak Court, 

London, Ontario, Canada 
N6H4K2 

562 Castle Douglas Burns 1930 1939 80 Dr. T. M. Donald J. C. McLatchie, 43 Robb 
Club Place, Castle DougJas 

563 Norfolk Caledonian 1934 1977 400 Mrs. Lorna Mrs. V. M. Walker, 52A 
Society Sheridan Portersfield Road, 

Norwich, Norfolk NR2 
3JX 

566 Scottish Soc. and Burns 1939 1939 200 Stuart Henderson Miss May Dickie, Flat No. 

Club of Australia 8, 26 The Crescent, Manly, 
N.S.W. 2095, Australia 

571 The Edmonton Burns 1921 1971 33 Ron Gordon R. M. Allen, 32 Greer 

Club Cres., St. Albert, Alberta 
TSN ITS 

572 Chester Cal. Assoc. 1884 1939 85 Donald Cremar B. B. Hopper, 9 Curzon 
Park North, Chester CH I 

576 Fort Matilda Burns 1934 1940 48 Dugald S. G. Gay, 9 Binnie St, 

Club Robertson Gourock, Renfrewshire 
PA19 

578 Lanarkshire Assoc. of 1924 1942 23 Robert Scott Miss Ann Pickering, 95 

Burns Clubs Clubs Dyfrig Street, Dykehead, 
Shotts 

580 Cumbrae Burns Club 1896 1942 154 J. Starrs Wm. Reid Jnr, Springfield, 
Bute Terrace, Millport, Isle 
of Cum brae KA28 

581 Cumbernauld and Dist. 1943 1943 42 Joe Keegan Tom B. Myles, 7 Wallace 

Burns Club House, Cumbernauld, 
Glasgow G67 1 LU 

585 Queen's Park Bowling 1930 1943 130 John Watson J. A. Dargavel, 31 Garry 

Club Clarinda Burns St., Glasgow 

Circle 
589 Solway Burns Club 1921 1978 89 Mrs. Sandra Cramb Frank Smith, 21 Plumdon 

Park Ave., Annan, 
Dumfriesshire 

593 Barrmill Jolly Beggar 1944 1967 50 William Lindsay James L. Conn, 48 

Burns Club Houston Cres., Dairy 
KA244BJ 

606 Corby Stewarts & 1944 1945 30 J. Robb G. Garden, 6 Sturminster 

Lloyd's Burns Club Way, Corby, Northant'. 
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Land O' Burns 
Centre Alloway 

This Visitor and Tourist Centre is located in the 
heart of Burns Country, opposite 'The Auld 
Haunted Kirk' where Tam o' Shanter roared on 
the cantrips of Cutty Sark, and five minutes walk 
from the Brig o' Doon where poor Maggie lost 
her tail. 

With such distinguished neighbours our Centre 
has to be something special, and it is. The Audio 
Visual Theatre with multi-screen projection offers 
an insight into the man Burns, with a scenic tour of the Burns Country. 
This new programme makes an excellent starting point for visits to the 
Burns Heritage Trail Sites. 
There is a souvenir shop offering the discerning visitor the best of 

Scottish craft, including exquisite jewellery, glass and pottery, leather 
and woollen goods and well stocked bookshelves. 

Set in beautiful landscaped gardens, there are ample car and coach 
car parks, with attractive picnic areas. 

Our staff will make you very welcome and treat you with a courtesy 
which will please you and they will thank you for calling, because they 
believe that the most important people at the Centre are you, our 
visitors. May we look forward to meeting you. 

THE CENTRE is OPEN 7 days a week all year round. 
HOURS: Oct-May 10 am-5 pm (7 days) 

June & Sept. 10 am-6 pm (7 days) 
July & August 10 am-9 pm Mon-Frid 

10 am-6 pm Sat & Sun 

Enquiries to the Manager: 
Mr. Tom Raffel at Alloway 43700 

Props: Kyle & Carrick District Council 
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618 Altrincham and Sale 1945 1945 50 Douglas Taylor, Mrs. A. Taylor, 15 

Caledonian Society M.M. Southpoint Queens Drive, 
Heaton Mersey, Stockport, 
Cheshire 

627 Kinross J oily Beggars 1889 1946 150 lain S. Muirhead John Kidd, Little Aldie, 
Burns Club Fossoway, Kinross KY13 

7QJ 
629 Sanquhar Black Joan 1945 1946 60 T. A. Johnston T. A. Johnston, 42 High 

Club St., Sanquhar, 
Dumfriesshire 

630 Coalsnaughton Burns 1945 1946 150 Albert Kennedy Alex. B. Mciver, 
Club Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

632 Symington Burns Club 1946 1946 
FK!4 7PY 

84 Harry Bull Mrs. M. Hume, 101 
Lammermuir Road, 
Bellfield, Kilmarnock KAI 
3UE 

642 Rutherglen Burns Club 1975 1975 40 James Morrow Mrs. Allison Brown, 2 
Blairdrum Drive, 
Rutherglen, Glasgow 

646 The Clear Winding 1946 1947 36 Andrew Ferguson Mrs.JanetSnaddon,44 
Devon Alva Burns The Nebit, Alva, 
Club Clackmannanshire FK12 

5DH 
657 Fallin Gothenberg 1947 1947 IOI John Nicol Jack Milroy, 28 Lamont 

Burns Club Cres., Fallin, Stirlingshire 
FK7 7EJ 

660 Langholm Ladies' 1947 1947 50 Miss Grace Brown Mrs. Elaine Anderson, 2 
Burns Club Mary St., Langholm, 

Dumfriesshire DG13 OAL 
661 Leamington and 1947 1947 90 P.R. Marshall Miss I. T. S. Henderson, 66 

Warwick Caledonian Greatheed Road, 
Soc. Leamington Spa, 

Warwickshire CV32 6ET 
663 Bournemouth and Dist. 1907 1947 170 Miss Joan Donald Mrs. Helen S. Hardwick, 

Caledonian Society 70 The Avenue, Oaktree 
Farm, St. Leonards, Nr. 
Ringwood, Hants. BH24 
2RJ 

664 West Kilbride Burns 1947 1947 138 Russell D. Hodge Mrs. Anne Hodge, 21 
Club Fullerton Drive, Seamill, 

West Kilbride 
665 Gartmorn Ladies' 1947 1948 34 Mrs. Jessie Pert Mrs. J. Pert, 137 Main 

Burns Club Street, Sauchie, Alloa, 
Clacks. FKIO 3JX 

671 St. Andrew's Cronies 1947 1948 150 William Barr Andrew Richmond, 26 
Burns Club Haggarty Frew Terrace, Irvine KAl2 

9EA 
681 The Cronies Burns 1948 1948 59 Mrs. Jean Tom Lind, 139 Dundonald 

Club, Kilmarnock McMillan Road, Kilmarnock KAI 
JUG 
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THE BURNS HOUSE 
MUSEUM, MAUCHLINE 

This is YOUR museum, having been instituted in 1968 with 
funds donated by Burns Clubs and Societies throughout 
the world . 

The museum is open daily from Easter to 30th September, 
11.30 a.m.-12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p .m. to 5.30 p.m., 
Sundays 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. Or by arrangement. 

Your are now invited to ensure the future of the museum 
by becoming a 'FRIEND'. Send £1.00 now to the Secretary 
and Treasurer and your 'FRIEND' of the Burns House 
Museum ticket will be sent by return. This ticket will allow 
you unlimited access to the museum. 

William Bee, F.P.S., F.S.A.Scot, 5 Loudoun Street, 
Mauchline. 

... 
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683 Stratford-upon-Avon 1947 1948 100 Alan Ross Mrs. Ruth M. Baker, 16 and Dist. Cal. Soc. 

Burford Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon, 
Warwickshire CV37 7ET 688 Kirkcaldy Poosie 1939 1949 21 Mrs. Hazel Mrs. Betsy C. Rodger, 10 Nansie Ladies' Burns Weierter Durham Cres., Lower Club 
Largo, Fife KY8 6DN 691 Inverness Burns Club 1949 1949 150 Charles Morgan D. F. MacDougall, 
Outlands I B Dores Road, 
Inverness IV2 4QX 

693 Masonic Burns Club, 1949 1949 34 James Mcfadyen John Middleton, 8 
Kirkcudbright Warren Dovecroft, Kirkcudbright 

DG64JS 
695 Kilmaronock Burns 1949 1949 140 Andrew Forshaw William Menzies, Three 

Club (Dunbartonshire) Views, Caldarvan, 
Gartocharn, by Alexandria, 
Dunbartonshire 

696 Whitley Bay and Dist. 1930 1949 202 Andrew MacEachen Mrs. J. Scott, 95 
Soc. of St. Andrew Woodburn Drive, Whitley 

Bay, Tyne and Wear NE26 
3HY 

698 Turriff Burns Club 1920 1949 60 Albert Gatt Charles Calder, Cruachan, 
Johnston Park, Turriff 

699 Choppington Burns 1948 1949 130 Joe Brady John E. Godden, 181 North 
Club Ridge, Bedlington, 

Northumbria NE22 6DG 
701 The Detroit Burns Club 1912 1949 70 Edward KozakiewiczJohn Philliben, 6327 

Calhoun, Dearborn, 
Michigan, U.S.A. 48126 

706 North Lindsey Scots 1927 1949 144 F. H. Wilding Mrs. Joyce Matthews, 
Soc. Holmefield, Flixborough, 

Scunthorpe, Humberside 
DNI5 SRP 

710 Burns Society of 1896 1950 25 Sandy Wyness Mrs. Stella Wyness, 2181 
Toronto Avenue Road, Apt. 203, 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M5M4B8 

711 The Victorian Scottish 1905 1950 30 Mrs. T. Hill G. McNaughton, 301 
Union SOC. Francis St., Yarraville, 

Victoria Australia 3013 
718 The St. Andrew Society 1894 1950 197 J. Roberts John Moreland, 

of York I Carron Cres., Acomb 
Park, York Y02 2XY 

719 Chelmsford and Dist. 1934 1950 130 I. M. Pickwell Miss E. R. Dick, 6 
Scottish Society Burwood Ct., Goldlay 

Ave., Chelmsford, Essex 
720 Retford and Dis t. Cal. 1949 1950 70 A. Allan Mrs. K. Beardsall, 5 Trent 

Society St., Retford, Notts 
DN226NG 

721 The Plymouth Burns 1948 1950 35 Mrs. Nancy Collins Joseph B. Main, 42 Clinton 
Club Ave, Lipson, Plymouth 

PL4 7HA 
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• 

'' ••• Many world renowned names have seen us as an ideal business 
and domestic community. 
Not least of course, was Burns himself ... 
Today, more than ever, our roots are strong and firm in the tradition 
of promoting growth and nurturing prosperity. Famous companies and 
happy families continue that long-standing tradition . 
. . . the Bard would still i'eel just as at home today! 

Scope for Burns - Scope for you. 
Irvine Development Corporation, Perceton House, Irvine, Ayrshire KA 11 2AL. Tel: 0294 Z 14100. 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
723 Strathpeffer Burns Club 1920 1950 90 John McLintock, M. McKenzie, Francis Ville 

M.A., LL.B. Strathpeffer, Ross-shire 
IV14 9AX 

725 Ben Cleuch Burns Club 1936 1950 80 James Stalker Douglas F. McEwan, 
18 Auchinbaird, Sauchie, 

726 Melbourne Burns Club 1950 1951 40 
Alloa, Clacks. 

Mrs. Heather Mrs. Stella M. Brown, 10 
Clements Elgar Rd., Burwood, 

Victoria, 3125, Australia 
727 The St. Andrew Society 1949 1951 220 Hamish Barclay Zita Thomsen, 3 Mulvad, 

of Denmark 2800 Lyngby, Denmark 
730 Wigtown Burns Club 1905 1951 98 Thomas Cannon David F. Symon, 

Rael-Na-Mara, Church 
Lane, Wigtown 

733 Aberdeen Burns Study 1951 1974 15 David Duncan George F. Watt, 109 
Circle Smithfield Drive, 

Middlefield, Aberdeen 
AB27XD 

740 Thorntree Mystic 1949 1952 65 A. Honneysett David Phillips, 39 High 
Burns Club Street, Prestonpans, East 

Lothian EH32 9AJ 
743 The Romford Scottish 1931 1952 96 R. G. W. Miller W. B. Champion, 284 

Association Corbels Tey Road, 
Upminster, Essex RM14 
2DT 

744 Durham and Dist. Cal. 1950 1952 168 William Nicol J. Stewart Tait, 98 Grange 
Society Road, Belmont, Durham 

DHl lAQ 
745 Northumberland and 1924 1952 320 H. N. Atkinson A. C. McGregor, 23 

Durham Cal. Society Milford Gardens, Brunton 
Park, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
NE3 5AT 

748 Ouplaymuir Burns Club 1936 1953 32 Dr. J. McGregor J. W. Wright, Waterside, 
Uplawmoor, Glasgow 
G784AA 

7 53 Westmorland St. 1938 1953 132 George Lister Mrs. H. A. Simpson, 18 
Andrew Society Copperfield Lane, Kendal, 

Cumbria LA9 6HD 
754 Thornton Cleveleys and 1951 1953 95 Joan Tyas Mrs. Maureen F. Forsyth, 

Dist. Scottish Society 64Garstang Road West, 
Poulton-le-Fylde, Lanes. 
FY67SN 

763 Wakefield Cal. Society 1953 1953 120 W. Leggeat Mrs. E. Young, 76 Silcoates 
Lane, Wrenthorpe, 
Wakefield WF2 ONY 

768 Auchterderran J oily 1912 1954 120 Thomas John Combe, lOOCarden 
Beggars Burns Club Mcintyre Castle Park, Cardenden, 

FifeKY50EB 
769 Robert Bruce Burns 1953 1954 70 Douglas H. Dawson William M. Dawson, 

Club 9 Main St., Clackmannan 
FK104JA 

0 225 





Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

772 Prestwick Burns Club 1954 1954 60 C. McBlane Peter Hynd, 'Corrie', 50 
Ayr Road, Prestwick KA9 
IRR 

773 Cumnock Cronies 1910 1954 100 John Graham Eric Love, 89 Barshare 
Burns Club Road, Cumnock, Ayrshire 

KAIS INN 
774 Gloucester Scottish 1937 1983 John Robertson James M. Laurie, 5 

Society Howard Place, Hacclecote, 
Gloucester 

777 Nuneaton and Dist. 1949 1954 80 A. McNaughton B. W. Crosbie, 
Scottish Society 'Woodlands', Stapleton 

Lane, Kirkby Mallory, 
Leicester 

784 Kelso Burns Club 1872 1955 135 James Hamilton Robert Donaldson, 2 
Abbotseat Road, Kelso 
TD57SL 

791 Swindon and Dist. Cal 1946 1955 100 J. Egan Mrs. B. Bayne, 56 
Society Sandringham Road, 

Swindon, Wilts SN3 IHX 
803 Bowhill People's Burns 1940 1957 70 Hugh Docherty Charles Kennedy, IOI 

Club Dundonald Park, 
Cardenden, Fife KY5 ODC 

808 Pontefract and Dist. 1956 1957 48 T. Cumming F. Hiorns, 15 Maple Ave., 
Cal. Society Hardwick Road, 

Pontefract WF8 3QN 
809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 1957 1957 29 Alistair Blair Mrs. Helen Waddell, 58 

Burns Club Allershaw Tower, Wishaw, 
Lanarkshire ML2 OLP 

810 Thirty-seven Burns 1957 1973 37 J. Archibald Thos. D. Campbell, 76 
Club, Shotts Henderson Dyfrig St. Shotts, 

Lanarkshire ML7 4DQ 
811 Logangate Burns Club 1957 1957 60 David Clark Walter Hall, 5 Paterson 

Ave., Logan, Cumnock, 
Ayrshire KAIS 3HR 

812 St. Andrew Society of 1886 1957 130 Mrs. Irene J. S. Robertson, 'Burnage', 

Bradford Anderson 172 Rhodesway, Bradford, 
W. Yorks BD8 ODB 

813 Tranent '25' Burns Club 1892 1958 46 Duncan Ayton Alexander McNeill, 36 
Muirpark Rd., Tranent, 
East Lothian EH33 2A T 

818 Dalbeattie and District 1958 1958 40 William McK. Ewen C. Mair, Briardale, 

Burns Club Barrowman Haugh Road, 
Dalbeattie, 
Stewartry District DG5 
4AR 

821 Ayr Masonic Burns 1919 1958 35 William Dobson William Logan, 5 Mossgiel 

Club Road, Ayr 

822 Mansfield Dist. Cal. 1952 1959 77 Ron McRohbie Mrs. J.M. J. Walker, 9 

Society Hathersage Walk, Oak 
Tree Lane, Mansfield, 
Notts NG 18 30X 

227 j 



228 

BURNS' 
HOUSE 
DUMFRIES 

OPEN: 

Open All Year 

* 
Visitors to Dumfries should not fail to visit the old 
Red Sandstone House in Burns Street, in which 
the Poet lived and died. The House is open to 
visitors and contains many interesting relics of 
Burns and his family. The House is one minutes 
walk from St. Michael's Churchyard where the 
Poet is buried within the Burns Mausoleum. 

10.00 am-1 .00 pm, 2.00 pm-5.00 pm Monday to Saturday 

2.00 pm-5.00 pm Sunday 
(Closed Sunday and Monday October to March) 

ADMISSION TO HOUSE 

Adults 30p Children 15p 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
824 Stirling, Clackmannan 1946 1959 30 John Smith Alex. B. Mciver, Esq., 

and West Perthsire Clubs Harvieston Lodge, Dollar, 
Assoc. of Fed. Clubs Clacks. FK14 7PY 

825 The 'Clarinda' Ladies 1959 1959 30 Mrs . Davina Baird, Miss Mary Aytoun, 
Burns Club, Edinburgh M.B.E. M.B.E., 31 Willowbrae 

Avenue, Edinburgh 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns 1960 1960 40 Robin Kennedy Donald McGregor, The 

Club Schoolhouse, 
Lochgoilhead, Argyll 

834 St. Andrew's Society 1960 1959 92 Donald Fraser H . E. Crowther, 78 Sylvan 
(Altrincham, Sale and Ave, Timperley, 
District) Altrincham, Cheshire 

WAIS 6AB 
839 Coldstream Burns Club 1888 1961 118 James M. Davidson William Jackson, 

B.Sc. Homestead, Hirsel, 
Coldstream, Berwickshire 
TDl24LW 

841 Robert Burns Assoc. of 1955 1961 160 James Murray Richard Jewkes, 7215 
Montreal, Canada Boyer St., Montreal, 

Quebec, Canada H2R 2R6 
842 'Ye Bonnie Doon' 1932 1961 48 John Little Mrs. Bessie Little, 82 

Burns Club, Hamilton, Sherman Ave., N. 
Ont., Canada Hamilton, Ontario, 

Canada LBL 6M4 
845 Tam o' Shanter, 1959 1961 1900 George Mudie Jas . McCaw, Tam o' 

Coventry Shanter Club, Hertford Pl., 
Coventry, Warwickshire 
CV! 3JZ 

850 Dollar Masonic Burns 1961 1977 100 John Clarke Alex. B. Mciver, P.M., 
Club Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

FK147PY 
851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 1959 1962 36 F. T . Hogsden Mrs . J . Little, Ba Mersey 

Place, Mt. Roskill, 
Auckland, New 
Zealand 

859 Eglinton Burns Club, 1960 1963 137 Dr. Montgomery S. Robertson, Eglinton 
Irvine Arms Hotel, High Street, 

Irvine 
861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 1948 1963 60 Mrs. M. Eminson Mrs. E. Clarkson, 4 Dene 

Close, Waterloo Lane, 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln 
LN60SU 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 1960 1963 110 C. B. Grant C. B. Grant, Field House, 
Association Wickenby, Lincoln 

LN35RB 
864 Burnie Burns Club, 1962 1970 40 F. D. J . Taylor Mrs. Eris Tunbridge, 143 

Tasmania David St., East Devonport, 
Tasmania, Australia 7310 

865 Foresters Arms Burns 1961 1963 32 William Young J. T. Grahamslaw, 8 The 
Club Brae, Cambusbarron, 

Stirling 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
824 Stirling, Clackmannan 1946 1959 30 John Smith Alex. B. Mciver, Esq., 

and West Perthsire Clubs Harvieston Lodge, Dollar, 
Assoc. of Fed. Clubs Clacks. FK14 7PY 

825 The 'Clarinda' Ladies 1959 1959 30 Mrs. Davina Baird, Miss Mary Aytoun, 
Burns Club, Edinburgh M.B.E. M.B.E., 31 Willowbrae 

Avenue, Edinburgh 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns 1960 1960 40 Robin Kennedy Donald McGregor, The 

Club Schoolhouse, 
Lochgoilhead, Argyll 

834 St. Andrew's Society 1960 1959 92 Donald Fraser H. E. Crowther, 78 Sylvan 
(Altrincharn, Sale and Ave, Timperley, 
District) Altrincham, Cheshire 

WA156AB 
839 Coldstream Burns Club 1888 1961 118 James M. Davidson William Jackson, 

B.Sc. Homestead, Hirsel, 
Coldstream, Berwickshire 
TD124LW 

841 Robert Burns Assoc. of 1955 1961 160 James Murray Richard Jewkes, 7215 
Montreal, Canada Boyer St., Montreal, 

Quebec, Canada H2R 2R6 
842 'Ye Bonnie Doon' 1932 1961 48 John Little Mrs. Bessie Little, 82 

Burns Club, Hamilton, Sherman Ave., N. 
Ont., Canada Hamilton, Ontario, 

Canada L8L 6M4 
845 Tam o' Shanter, 1959 1961 1900 George Mudie Jas. McCaw, Tam o' 

Coventry Shanter Club, Heriford Pl., 
Coventry, Warwickshire 
CV! 3JZ 

850 Dollar Masonic Burns 1961 1977 100 John Clarke Alex. B. Mciver, P.M., 
Club Harvieston Lodge, Dollar 

FK147PY 
851 Auckland Burns Assoc. 1959 1962 36 F. T. Hogsden Mrs. J. Little, 8a Mersey 

Place, Mt. Roskill, 
Auckland, New 
Zealand 

859 Eglinton Burns Club, 1960 1963 137 Dr. Montgomery S. Robertson, Eglinton 
Irvine Arms Hotel, High Street, 

Irvine 
861 Cal. Soc. of Lincoln 1948 1963 60 Mrs. M. Eminson Mrs. E. Clarkson, 4 Dene 

Close, Waterloo Lane, 
Skellingthorpe, Lincoln 
LN60SU 

862 Market Rasen Scottish 1960 1963 110 C. B. Grant C. B. Grant, Field House, 
Association Wickenby, Lincoln 

LN3 5RB 
864 Burnie Burns Club, 1962 1970 40 F. D. J. Taylor Mrs. Eris Tunbridge, 143 

Tasmania David St., East Devonport, 
Tasmania, Australia 7310 

865 Foresters Arms Burns 1961 1963 32 William Young J. T. Grahamslaw, 8 The 
Club Brae, Cambusbarron, 

Stirling 
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JEAN ARMOUR BURNS HOUSES 

MAUCHLINE, AYRSHIRE 

The Glasgow and District Burns Association who manage the 
Jean Armour Burns Houses seek your support towards the upkeep 
of the eleven houses on the historic farm of Mossgiel, near 
Mauchline. Increasing charges, especially for heating and lighting, 
are adding to their costs and they ask you keep this fact in mind. 

Please help this worthy cause by sending your donation now to: 

Scott I. Galt, LL.B., Secretary and Treasurer, 
157 Hyndland Road, Glasgow G12 9JA 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
866 Heanor and Dist. Cal. 1955 1963 48 D. P. Mayling A. Chapman, 9 Vernon St., 

Society Cotmanhay, Ilkeston, 
Derbyshire 

870 Scottish Burns Assoc. 1962 1964 175 Peter Stewart Miss Margaret Laird, 189 
of Massachusetts Forest Street, Arlington, 

Massachussetts 02174, 
U.S.A. 

872 East Midland' s Assoc. 1949 1964 6 J. D. Macfarlane Mrs. J.M. Cutting, 
of Scottish Socs. Socs. Glenmoray, 56 Dean Road, 

Hinkley, Leicester 
LEIO lQB 

874 The Masonic Club 1963 1964 27 Chieftain Ken G. W. Burns-Peat, 18/72 
Burns Club, Chapman Patterson St, Middle Park, 
Melbourne Melbourne, Victoria, 

Australia 3206 
878 Worksop Burns and 1965 1965 150 M. I. McLeod T. H. English, 166 

Cal. Club Raymoth Lane, Worksop, 
Notts. SS! 7DY 

880 Otley and Dist. Cal. 1960 1965 125 D. Griffin Mrs. H. Lee, 'Lyndhurst', 
Soc. Layton Road, Rawdon, 

LeedsLS196GU 
882 Canberra Highland Soc. 1924 1966 850 RonaldK. Charles. C. Taylor, P.O. 

and Burns Club Drummond Box 69, Kingston, 
CanberraA.C.T. 2064, 
Australia 

887 Gainsborough and Dist. 1952 1967 25 G. Irvine Angus Mclarty, 5 Vicarage 
Caledonian Society Lane, Beckingham, Nr. 

Doncaster, S. Yorks. 
DN104PN 

888 Vancouver Burns Club G. Smith, 3081 East lst 
Ave., Vancouver, B.C., 

889 Strathclyde 'Bonnie 1959 1967 
V5M IB3, Canada 

20 John Brown R. B. Cleland, 16 
Jean' Burns Club Mcclurg Court, 

Motherwell ML! IXH 
890 The Wollongong Burns 1966 1967 36 Tom Newan Mrs. Anne Ridley, 49 

Society Murphy's Avenue, 
Keiraville, Wollongong, 
N5W2500, Australia 

893 North Bay Burns Club, 1967 1968 50 Margaret Craig Mrs. P. C. Cameron, 974 
Ontario Bloem St., North Bay, 

Ontario, Canada PIB 4Z8 
894 Beverley and Dist. Cal. 1967 1968 50 Gavin Maynard Mrs. B. Ward, 26 Alpha 

Society Ave., Molescroft Beverley, 
N. Humberside HU17 7JE 

895 Westerton Burns 1968 1968 40 John Neill William Jardine, 8 George 
Club St., Dun blane, Perthshire 

FK15 9HE 
896 Sierra Leone Cal. Soc. 1957 1968 36 Frank Macleod Mrs. C. Moir, P.O. Box 

575, Freetown, Sierra 
Leone, W.A. 
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As a reader of the Burns Chronicle or as a member of a Burns 
Club, you will appreciate more the genius of Burns by visiting 

BURNS COTTAGE 
and 

MUSEUM, 
BURNS MONUMENT, ALLOWAY 

On view 

(' ··~ 

[_'\ 
.;.r~~ . - - <21 
~~-___ , __ - ~ 

"'"'1s'co"\J 
BURNS'S FAMILY BIBLE 

KILMARNOCK EDITION OF THE POEMS 
{a perfect copy) 

most of our 139 manuscript letters and 175 poems, including 

AULD LANG SYNE 
TAM O' SHANTER-A TALE 

Graham of Fintry letters and poems 
The Afton Collection 
The Stair Collection 

Many of Burns's own personal possessions 
His own books of music 

Large Reference Library {over 3000 volumes) 

PAINTINGS OF BURNS SCENES 

The admission charge covers entry to both Burns Cottage and 
{when open) The Monument. 

School Parties welcomed; worksheet for pupils provided. Book 
of Burns Poems given as class prize. 

A limited number of club party evening visits {for about 30 
people) can be arranged during the winter months by 
contacting: 

The Curator, Burns Cottage, Tel: Alloway 41215 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

897 Glenbervie Burns 1947 1969 20 L. R. Burness George F. Watt, 109 
Memorials Assoc. FRGSF.S.A. Smithfield Drive, 

(Scot) Middlefield, Aberdeen AB2 
7XD 

898 Peterlee and Dist. Cal. 1954 1969 30 Mrs. A. Walton Mrs. A. Rogers, 50 
Society Westermorland Rise, 

Peterlee, Co. Durham SR8 
2EW 

900 Irvine Valley Burns 1968 1970 20 Mrs. Anna Mrs. Helen P.R. 
Club Beveridge McMillan, 5 Mill Cres., 

902 Newmarket Burns Club 1959 1970 35 
Newmilns, Ayrshire 

Tom B. Myles Alex. Corbett, 25 Manor 
St., Falkirk FKI INH 

907 Stonehouse Burns Club 1971 1971 45 Alan Robertson Duncan McKechnie, 4 
Cander Avenue, 
Stonehouse, Lanarkshire 
ML93ND 

908 'Brithers Be' Burns 1971 1971 30 Mrs. N. Mabon Mrs. Jessie Fulton, 14 
Club Mauchline Rd., Hurlford 

Kilmarnock KAI SAD 
911 Borestone Bowling Club 1947 1972 100 George Simpson George Simpson, 13 

Weaver Row, St. Ninians, 
Stirling FK7 9AS 

914 Ipswich and West 1903 1972 21 A. M. W. Keddie Mrs. Ann Keddie, 76 
Moreton Cal. Soc. and Diamond St., River View, 
Burns Club Ipswich 4304, Queensland 

Australia 
915 Canterbury Burns Club 1971 1972 130 Miss N. M. Hill, 222 

(Inc) Barrington St., Spreydon 
Christchurch 2, New 
Zealand 

916 Hole i' the Wa', Burns 1964 1972 75 Dick Wismach Neil McKeand, 49 Greenlea 
Club Cres., Collin, Dumfries 

DGl 4PR 
917 Scottish Presidents' 1958 1972 120 Robert McGlassen Lew W. Reid, Lea Rig, 152 

Assoc. Lea Road, Gainsborough, 
Lines. DN21 IAN 

918 Dover and East Kent 1887 1973 141 Denis Jerden Mrs. Dorothy MacFarlane, 
Scottish Society 169Elms Vale, Road, 

Dover, Kent CTI 7 9PW 
919 Orange and District 1944 1973 100 J. Heron Mrs. D. Brown, 372 Lords 

Scottish Assoc. Place, Orange, NSW, 
Australia 2800 

920 Trysting Thorn Burns 1971 1973 50 James Cowan John Pratt, 8 Hannahston 
Club Ave., Drongan, Ayrshire 

921 Northern Scottish 1972 1973 36 WilliamR. Miss Ethel Hall, 28D 

Counties Assoc. of Murray, M.A. Whitehall Place, Aberdeen 
Bnrns Clubs AB24PA 

922 The Clumber Burns 1973 1973 11 C. W. Burnett L. Jeavons, 36 Brunswick 
Club Rd., Broom Valley, 

Rotherham, S. Yorks. S60 
2RH 
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Britoil 
Britain's leading independent oil company. 

- Produced 154,200 barrels of oil per day in 1983. 
- Maintained its position as leading explorer in the UKCS. 

- Continued to expand its international activities:-
Margham (Dubai) field under development; active 

start in the U.S.A.; first Norwegian acreage. 

Energy at ~ork for Britain 

Britoil pie, 150 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5LJ 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 

923 Old Manor Burns Club, 1969 1973 50 A. G. Gourlay James Boyle, 28 Cawder 
Bridge of Allan Rd., Bridge of Allan, 

Stirlingshire 
924 S.C. T.A. (Dumfries 1939 1973 49 James McKenzie John H. Winning, 4 

Branch) Burns Club Hillview Ave., Dumfries 
DGI 4DY 

925 Laurieston Burns Club 1970 1974 130 A. Grant Hunter James Hunter, 'Cromdale,' 
66 Redding Rd., 
Laurieston, Falkirk FK2 
9JU 

926 Rosamond Burns Club, 1973 1974 20 J. Mccaffery Mrs. Hilda Faulder, Oak 
Gretna Green Bank, Longtown, Carlisle, 

Cumbria CA6 5NA 
927 The Tarbolton Club 1967 1974 16 John Weir Robert M. Allan, 32 Greer 

Edmonton Cres., St. Albert, Alberta, 
Canada T8N 1 T8 

929 Bathgate 'J oily Beggars' 1974 1974 40 John Mackay Wm. Hamilton, 36 
Burns Club March wood Cres., 

Bathgate, West Lothian 
EH48 IDA 

930 The Wheatsheaf Burns 1974 1974 60 Kenneth McLeod T. Weir, 46 Bantaskine 
Club, Falkirk Drive, Falkirk, Stirlingshire 

FKI 5HS 
931 Beith Caledonia Burns 1974 1974 35 John Lynch Jack G. D. Robertson, 

Club Eglinton Kennels, 
Kilwinning, Ayrshire 

933 Busbiehill Burns Club 1974 1974 50 Felix Todd James F. Craig, 9 Parkhill 
Ave., Crosshouse, 
Kilmarnock KA2 OJF 

934 Manama Cal. Society 1956 1975 197 W. A. Woods A. Colquhoun, P.O. Box 
580, Bahrain, Arabian Gulf 

935 Torbrex Inn Burns Club 1975 1975 45 George Simpson James Kinnear, 5 
Donaldson Place, 
Cambusbarron, Stirling 
FK74EN 

936 Irvine Lasses Burns 1975 1975 75 Mrs. Margaret Mrs. Anne Gaw, 7 
Club Rae Highfield Place, N. Girdle 

Toll, Irvine KAI I IBW 
937 East Kilbride Burns 1973 1975 200 James Hamilton Iain A. MacPherson, East 

Club Kilbride Development 
Corpn., Atholl House, East 
Kilbride G741LU 

939 Griffin Burns Club, 1975 1975 120 George McLeod William Adair, 36 
Gartcosh Woodlands Ave., Mount 

Ellen, Gartcosh, Glasgow 
G698BT 

940 The Pembrokeshire Cal. 1948 1975 90 Mrs. Moira Lewis Ben Kidd, 2 Castle Hall 
Society Rd, Milford Haven, 

Pembs. SA? JDS 
941 Robert Burns Club of 1975 1975 23 Archibald Gay Walter McArthur, 3817 

San Diego Pringle St, San Diego, CA 
92103 U.S.A. 
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Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
942 Easthouses Miners 1973 1975 21 David Campbell Thomas N. Conlan, 12 

Welfare Burns Club Rowantree Rd., Mayfield, 
Dalkeith, Midlothian EH22 

943 Humberside Burns Soc. 1970 1976 
SER 

72 K. I. McRae Graham Harley, 4 
Strathmore Avenue, 
Beverley High Rd., Hull 
HU6 7HJ, Humberside 

944 Alamo Burns Club, 1973 1976 50 James Fryar James Fisher, 5 New 
Paisley Inchinnan Road, Paisley, 

Renfrewshire 
945 Kirklees Scottish 1974 1976 20 David Hanna Mrs. E. J. Medlen, 34 

Highland Society Thorpe Lane, 
Almondbury, 
Huddersfield, Yorkshire 
HD58TA 

946 Calgary Burns Club 1976 1976 34 John Waitelock Andy Hay, 2 Brandy Lane, 
10401-19 Street S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T2W3E7 

948 Saltcoats Glencairn 1975 1976 46 John Davidson William Hilton, 31 The 
Masonic Burns Club Braes, Saltcoats, Ayrshire 

949 Fir Park Club, Burns 1976 1976 29 J. F. Good A. Carbray, 78 Shields 
Section Drive, Motherwell ML! 

950 Drumoyne Burns Club 1932 1976 
2DX 

120 Robert Newton Mrs. Shirley Wilson, 11 
Innes Street, Five Dock, 
NSW2046 Australia 

951 Birnbeck Burns Club, 1975 1976 101 Tony Snook Angus Wilson, 33 Upper 
Weston-s-Mare Church Rd., 

Weston-s-Mare, Avon 
BS23 2DX 

952 Guildford and District 1954 1976 118 Rt. Hon. Lord Mrs. Mary E. Gardner, 29 
Scottish Society Hamilton of Cranley Road, Guildford, 

Dalzell, M.C. Surrey GUI 2JE 
954 Newton Burns Club, 1963 1977 60 William Paterson George Baird, 8 The 

Ayr Mount, Belmont, Ayr KA7 
3RT 

955 Gartwhinzean Burns 1968 1977 140 James King Henry S. Kinnaird, 
Club Middleton of Aldie, 

Fossoway, Kinross KY13 
7QJ 

956 Nantwich and District 1958 1977 84 J. Holmes Gray Mrs. G. F. Staples, 
Scottish Society 'Orcadia,' 8 Westfield Dr., 

Westaston, Crewe, 
Cheshire CW2 SES 

957 Ottawa Burns Club 1977 1977 Mrs. I. Clayton 
958 Clan McGregor Lodge 1924 1977 80 James I. Kenneth E. McCartney, 827 

271, Toledo, Ohio Crammond, Jr. Continental Blvd., Toledo 
959 Bangkok St. Andrew 1977 22 Ian Fleming J. R. Lumsden, The 

Soc. Chartered Bank, P.O. Box 
320, Bangkok, Thailand 
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THE MITCHELL LIBRARY 
Burns Collection 

Housed in the Department of Language & Literature, this is probably the 
largest Burns collection in the world. Over 3,500 items including-

900 editions of the works; 
Translations into 26 languages; 
Full set of Burns Chronicle and indexes; 
Newspaper cuttings and index; 
Burns clubs reports and programmes; 
10 original manuscript letters and poems; 
Index of illustrations of poems and songs; 
Sound recordings of poems and songs; 
All forms of printed Burnsiana. 

Telephone and postal enquiries undertaken. 

The Mitchell Library, 
Kent Road, Glasgow G3 7DN. 

Monday-Friday 9.30 am-9 pm 
Telephone 041-221 7030 

Saturday 9.30 am-5 pm 
Telex 778 732 

--



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
961 Larkhall Burns Club 1977 1977 35 Mrs. Eliza Kane Adam Bennett, I 

Woodview Rd, Larkhall 
ML91PR 

962 Caledonian Society of 1892 1977 160 Peter Millar Mrs. Rosemary Millar, 
Pretoria 

P.O. Box 971, Pretoria, 
0001, Republic of South 
Africa 

963 Cotgrave Burns Club 1977 1977 40 Robert Aitken Mrs. Elizabeth Ferns, 
Flagholme, Cotgrave 
Notts. NG12 3PE 

964 The Gambia 1954 1977 100 Miss Blyth Brown Jennifer Phimister, P.O. 
Caledonian Society Box 981, Banjul, The 

Gambia. 
965 Royal Caledonian Soc. 1977 R. M. Verrall, 7 Warrego 

of S. Australia Cres. Linden Park, South 
Australia 5065 

966 Clan Rose Society of 1970 1977 142 Howard G. Welch Robert S. Rose, Jr., 298 
America S.E. 6th Ave., Pompano 

Beach Fla., 33060 U.S.A 
967 Earlsferry Burns Club 1975 1977 30 John F. Robertson G. Walsh, Earlscross, 

Earlsferry, Elie, Fife 
969 Huddersfield St. 1884 1977 Jimmy Davie Ian M. Duthie, 26 

Andrew Society Greenway, Honley, 
Huddersfield HD7 2B2 

971 North Berwick Burns 1899 1978 150 Derek Marion M. Dodd, 19A 
Club Garston-Jones Westgate, North Berwick 

EH394AE 
972 Don Valley Caledonian 1971 1978 64 Irene O'Neill A. B Scott, 68 Norman 

Society Cres., Doncaster, S. 
Yorkshire DN5 8R4 

973 Salsburgh Miners Burns 1978 1978 32 Henry Leckie Catherine Gardner, 58 
Club Carvale Ave., Salsburgh, 

Shotts ML 7 4NQ 
974 Elliot Lake Burns Club 1978 1978 60 Irene O'Neil Glynis Nolan, 8 Canberra 

Cres., Elliot Lake, Ontario, 
Canada P5A 

976 Hopetoun Laddies 1977 1978 30 T. Jeffry C. Young, 45 George Cres., 
Burns Club Ormiston, East Lothian 

EH35 5JB 
977 Whyalla St. Andrew 1974 1978 100 David Kirk Jock Dewson, PO Box 

Society 2086, Whyalla, Norrie 
5608, South Australia 

978 Burns Appreciation Colin McKenzie, 5111 
Society of Dickeyville Witheredsville Rd., 

Baltimore, Maryland 
21207, U.S.A. 

979 Jewel Welfare 'Holy 1978 1979 42 George Mc Vie W. Alexander, 1 Bingham 
Willies' Burns Club Place, Edinburgh EH15 

3JD 
980 Niagara Falls Burns 1926 1979 22 John Phillips Mrs. Elspeth Burns, 548 

Club Lake Street, St. Catherines 
Ontario, Canada L2N 4H9 
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Sco·cCcch 
coppeR ecchln_gs 

Scotetch offers a ·special range of Burns 
souvenirs all etched in copper and Rresented 
as 8" x 10" framed plaques or 4" x 5" 
framed miniatures. The frame is in black 
with copper leaf to match the etching. Both 
sizes come individually boxed. There is also 
a range of coasters packed either individually 
or in packs of four, to your choice. These 
are available to individual collectors, clubs 

or retail outlets. 
For further particulars write to Tom 
Sandilands or phone me at Sanquhar 

518 (STD 06592) 

Q 
incorporating ~ 

BUY Scorf(oRu BUY 
SCOTTISH nal pressed flower SCOTETCH 

arrangements 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
981 Berkshire Burns Club, 1978 1979 25 Inez S. Moore Gladys Davidson, P.O. Box Massachusetts 

134, Lenox, Mass., U.S.A. 
01240 982 Garnock Burns Club 1868 1979 32 W. Johnston 

983 Montreal General 1961 1979 19 Ross Ogilvy Hill S. G. Macisaac, Hospital Burns Society 
Department of Urology, 
1650 Cedar Ave., Montreal 
H3G IA4, Quebec, Canada 984 MacQuarie-Stewart 1979 1979 76 Des Taylor Edward McColgan, Town Burns Club 
House 22, 4 Trafalgar 
Place, Marsfield N.S.W, 
Australia 2122 985 New Galloway Burns 1979 1979 44 Leslie A. Young G. Lindsay, Mansefield Masonic Club 
House, St. Mary Street, 
Kirkcudbright DG6 4EL 986 Robert Burns Society 1978 1979 165 John Dodds Laverna Page, PO Box of Annapolis, Ltd. 
4185, Annapolis 
MD2!403-6185 USA 987 Hull Scots Society of 1910 1979 169 J. G. Brown Mrs. C. D. H. Brown, 31 St. Andrew 
Dunvegan Rd., Hull HU8 
9JD 989 Holt Hill Burns Club 1979 Keith Cleary Mrs. F. Graham, 29 Car law 
Rd., Prenton, Birkenhead, 

990 Auldgirth Burns Club 1972 1979 40 Richard Wismach 
Merseyside 
Richard Wismach, Joiner, 
Stenmuir, Kirkton, 
Dumfries 991 Cabra Vale Burns Club 1967 1979 W. J. Docherty Tom Duplock, 32 Third 
Ave., McQuarrie Fields, 
Sydney, N.S.W., Australia 
2564 992 Marchbank Burns Club 1959 1980 46 JackMcCaig Robert Sutherland, 4 
Delhaig, Gorgie Road, 
Edinburgh EHi I 3AQ 993 Cambusbarron Social 1956 1980 1000 George Smart Mrs. Greta McAllister, 16 Club 
Bruce Terrace, 
Cambusbarron, Stirling 994 Robert Burns Society of 1978 1980 120 Joe T. Jenkinson Mrs. Helen McLendon, the Midlands Columbia Strachan 1313 Brennen St, 
Columbia, S.C. 29206 
U.S.A. 995 Drongan and District 1950 1980 74 James Keirs Peter McPhee, 16 Working Mens Burns 
Mainsford Ave., Drongan, Club 
Ayrshire KA6 7DH 996 Lodge St. Andrew, 1771 1980 James McDowall R. Ghee, Inglewood, Kilmarnock 
Moscow, Ayrshire 998 Eyemouth Clachan 1959 1980 32 Henry Collin Thomas Wilson, SA Paxton Burns Club 
Terrace, Eyemouth, 
Berwicks hire 999 Dumfries & District 1952 1980 28 Ian Whitehead Fred Newton, 12 Elmbank Round Table Burns 
Drive, Dumfries Club 

p 
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Building in 
Burns country 
In recent years Melville, Dundas and 
Whitson Limited have built Banks, 
Hospitals, Churches, Shopping 
Centres, Industrial Units and a range 
of projects for the whisky distilling 
industry in Ayrshire - and work is 
currently progressing on the new 
Sheriff Court in Kilmarnock and a 
bank in Ayr. 

Melville, Dunda·s & Whitson Ltd 
Bt1ilding and Cfri/ Engineering Contractors 

21 Blythswood Square, Glasgow G2 4AT. Tel: 041-248 2681. Telex 779707 

also at 32 Albany Street, Edinburgh EHi 3QH. Tel: 031-557 1375 

....... 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
1000 United Glass Jolly 1977 1980 20 J. Harrower Alistair Mochar, 2 Beggars Burns Club 

Randyford Road, Falkirk, 
Stirlingshire FK2 9DE 1001 Mystic Highland Pipe 1980 1981 130 George Fraser Charles R. Cyr, 60 Elm St., Band Burns Club 
Stonington, Connecticut, 
U.S.A. 06378 l 002 McQuarrie Fields 1980 1981 70 J. Sutherland J. McDougall, 6 Sulman Scottish Club 
Road, Cabramatta, 

1003 Whiteadder Burns Club 1952 1981 55 J. C. Fairbairn 
N.S.W., Australia 
J. S. Walker, 44 
Newfields, Berwick on 
Tweed TDl51ST I 004 Gatehouse of Fleet 1952 1981 90 Jim W. Finlay George McCulloch, Burns Club 
Fleetwood, Gatehouse of 
Fleet, DG7 2EH 1005 Tamworth & District 1959 1981 188 Francis Alexander Mrs. R. Latimer, 8 Scottish Society 
Belvedere Close, 
Perrycrofts, Tamworth, 
Staffs 879 8TP 1006 St. Andrews Society of 1893 1981 144 Mrs. Muriel John McNab, Sierra Mexico 

Mcintosh Ventana 745, Lomas 
Chapultepec, Mexico 
IODF, Mexico 1007 Burns Anniversary 1963 1981 300 John C. MacLean Mrs. E. S. MacLean, 88 Committee of Rhode 
Boxwood Ave., Cranston, Island 
R.I. 02910, U.S.A. 1008 Caledonian Society of 

West Cumberland 1968 1981 140 Mrs. Rena Allan George L. Goode, l 
Meadow Grove, 
Cockermouth, Cumbria 
CA13 9PB 

1009 The Edmonton Scottish 1938 1981 1000 R. M. Allen C. McNicoll, Society 
12915-119A Ave., 
Edmonton, Alta. T5L 2P3, 
Canada 

1010 H. & W. Burns Club, 1981 1981 125 James Jamieson James Heron, 2 Harland Belfast 
Park, Belfast, N. Ireland lOll Haddington Golf Club 1974 1981 450 Ian Gibson J. Begg, 8Abbots View, 
Haddington, E. Lothian 1012 The Edmonton 1975 1981 100 Frederick G. R. Devine, 9738-154 St., 

Dundonald Burns Club Bookham Edmonton, Alta. T5P 2G3, 
Canada 

1013 Balmullo Burns Club 1981 1982 67 George D. Spence J. D. Cameron, Bieldside, 
Balmullo, St. Andrews, 
Fife 

1014 The Traditional Music 1982 Hamish Henderson Irene Riggs, 27 Croft Cres., & Song Assoc. of 
Markinch, Fife. Scotland 

1015 Maltby and District 1982 1982 60 K.M. Beech D. J. Brennan, 23 Cripps Burns Society 
Close, Maltby, nr 
Rotherham, S. Yorks S66 
7JP 
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(/Josthaste 
(}resents 

FROM SCOTLAND 

. . . a silver Christening Spoon 
a fine hand-knitted lace shawl 
a bottle of old Scotch Whisky 
a side of Smoked Wild Atlantic Salmon 
Handmade Chocolates 
Highland Character Dolls . . . 
and other fine gifts sent direct with your Greetings 

Gift Folio £1.00 (refunded with order) 
from: 

Posthaste Presents, 
19 Westfield Road, 
CUPAR, Fife, 
KY155AP 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
1016 Leyland and District 1981 1982 25 B. Walker Mrs. M. Young, 17 Burns Society 

Acrefield, Clayton Brook, 
Preston, Lanes. 1017 Southwick Burns Club 1982 1982 20 Inez S. Moore Heydon. A. Moore, 154 
Vining Hill Road, 
Southwick, MA. 01077, 
U.S.A. 1018 East Antrim Burns 1980 1983 39 William Dennison Sam Cross, Glynn, Lame Association 
BT403EZ !019 Rumbling Bridge Burns 1983 1983 60 James King Norman Gibson, Club 
Gartwhinzean Road, 
Powmill, by Dollar 1020 Netherthird and 1982 1983 74 William Pender James Smetherhem, 43 Craigens Burns Club 
Holmburn Road, 
Netherthird, Cumnock 1021 Kuwait Caledonians 1978 1983 240 Ronnie Sinclair Peter Robertson, PO Box 
58, Safat, Kuwait !022 Blane Valley Burns 1980 1983 22 Albert Johnstone George Eastcroft, 5 Club 
Kirkburn Drive, 
Strathblane, Glasgow 
G63 9EE !023 Skipton and District 1957 1983 140 James Kentley Francis W. Clarke, 17 Caledonian Society 
Barnwood Crescent, Earby, 
Colne, Lanes BBS 6PD 1024 North American 1980 1983 Dr. J. Connor Mrs. Mary Crawley, 5 Association of 
Castlemere Court, St. Federated Burnsians 
Catherines, Ontario, L2N 
5VI, Canada 1025 Newton Lads Burns 1983 1983 26 George MontgomeryWilliam Riddell, 31 Arthur Club, Midlothian 
View, Danderhall, by 

!026 Duns Burns Club 1955 1983 45 James Aitken 
Dalkeith, Midlothian 
Robert J. Glover, 21 Castle 
Street, Duns, Berwickshire 1027 The Scottish Australian 1981 1983 250 W.F.F. Mrs. J.M. Samois, 3 Heritage Council 

Maclennan 'Rosemount', 410 Edgecliff 
Road, Woolahra, Sydney, 

1028 Mercat Hotel Burns 
Club 

1975 1983 40 John Noble 
NSW, Australia 2025 
George Allan, 21 McTurk 

1029 Kilwinning Burns Club 1982 1983 90 Charles Speirs 
Court, Cumnock 
John Strachan, 4 Vaults 
Lane, Kilwinning 1030 Darlington Gaelic 1968 1983 71 Mrs. Cath Macinnes Mrs. M. Cooper, 16 Society 
Jedburgh Drive, Darlington 
DL39XD 1031 Crammond Brig Burns 1983 1983 63 Robert Brown Toby McLintock, 21 Club 
Hillside Road, Craigiehall, 
South Queensferry, West 
Lothian EH30 9TL 1032 Croydon Burns Society 1983 Michael J. Buckingham, 7 
Wellesley Rd, Croydon 
CR02AJ 

245 

• 



246 



Mem-
No. Name Inst. Fed. bers President Secretary 
1033 Java St. Andrew Society 1919 1983 175 Hon. Secretary, c/o 

Chartered Bank, Wisma 
Kosgaro, J. L. M. H. 
Thamrin, Jakarta, 
Indonesia 

1034 Kilbarchan U. C. Burns 1970 1984 23 James P. A. Logan Ian M. Campbell, 18 Park Society View, Kilbarchan, 
Renfrewshire 

1035 Kansas City St. 1914 1984 570 Mrs. Malise Graham Ms Norma McCallum, 
Andrews Society 7523 Hawthorne, 

Raytown, Missouri 
64138, USA 

1036 West Midlands District 1984 A. M. McDowall, 5 of England 
Fairways Close, Allesley, 
Coventry CVS 9BH 

1037 Grimsby & Cleethorpes 1983 1984 50 Mrs. M. Beardsley Mrs. J. Littlejohn, 38 
Scots Soc. of St. 

Humberstone Ave., Andrew 
Humberstone, Grimsby 1038 Brisbane Caledonian 1892 1984 500 T. C. Campbell R. G. Baker, Chappel Hill, 

Society & Burns Club Australia 
I 039 Troon Ladies Burns 1983 1984 23 Mrs. Rita Turner Mrs. Mae McLean, 10 Club 

Morven Cres., Troon 
1040 Cowdenbeath Scots 1984 1984 Robert R. Campbell Malcolm Main, 10 

Wha' Hae Burns Club Glenfield Gardens, 
Cowdenbeath 
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A visit to the Land of Burns should include a visit to the 
Tam 0' Shanter Inn. This historic building the starting 
point of 'Tam's' immortal ride to Alloway Kirk is now 
open to the public as a Museum, containing many interest
ing exhibits connected with Robert Burns and his epic story 

of 'Tam O' Shanter'. 

Open daily (except Sunday) 

April to September 9.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. 
October to March 12 noon to 4 p.m. 

During June, July, August Sundays 2.30 p.m. till 5 p.m. 

Admission: Adults 35p School Children 20p 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CLUBS 

No. No. 
543 Abbey Craig 946 Calgary 
40 Aberdeen 991 Cabra Vale 

733 ----Burns Study Circle 4 Callander 
20 Airdrie 993 Cambusbarron 

516 Airts Burns Club 387 Cambuslang Mary Campbell 944 Alamo, Paisley 882 Canberra Highland Society 
2 Alexandria 915 Canterbury Burns Club (Inc.) 809 Allanton Jolly Beggars 562 Castle Douglas 

252 Alloway 365 Catrine 
618 Altrincham Caledonian Society 719 Chelmsford 
393 Annan Ladies 462 Cheltenham 
986 Annapolis 572 Chester Caledonian Association 82 Arbroath 11 Chesterfield 238 Atlanta 699 Choppington 
768 Auchterderran 1 oily Beggars 966 Clan Rose 
851 Auckland Burns Association 646 Clear Winding Devon Alva 990 Auldgirth 922 Clumber Burns Club 566 Australia, Scottish Society of 630 Coalsnaughton 275 Ayr 839 Coldstream 821 Ayr Masonic 994 Columbia 192 Ayrshire Association 606 Corby 892 Ayrshire Metal Products 963 Cotgrave 340 Balerno 559 Coventry 1013 Balmullo 845 Coventry Tam o' Shanter 959 Bangkok 1040 Cowdenbeath 439 Barnsley 1031 Cramond Brig 593 Barrow J oily Beggars 1032 Croydon 363 Barrmill 581 Cumbernauld 929 Bathgate Jolly beggars 580 Cum brae 534 Bedlington and District 45 Cumnock 931 Beith Caledonia 773 ----Cronies 15 Belfast 62 Cu par 725 BenCleuch 818 Dalbeattie and District 981 Berkshire, Mass. 179 Dailly Jolly Beggars 894 Beverley and District Cal. Soc. 35 Dairy 167 Birmingham 158 Darlington 951 Birnbeck 1030 Darlington Gaelic 1022 Blane Valley 988 Darvel 95 Bolton 469 Denny Cross 911 Borestone Bowling Club 55 Derby 663 Bournemouth 701 Detroit 803 Bowhill People's Club 978 Dickeyville 812 Bradford 37 Dollar 49 Bridgeton 850 Dollar Masonic 401 Brig-en' (Waverley) 972 Don Valley 1038 Brisbane 556 Doncaster 120 Bristol 918 Dover and E. Kent 908 Brithers Be, Kilmarnock 995 Drong an 356 Burn bank 950 Drumoyne 864 Burnie Burns Club, Tasmania 10 Dumbarton 417 Burnley 226 Dumfries 112 BurnsHowff 999 Dumfries Round Table 933 Busbiehill 437 Dumfries Ladies No. I 
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A new book from Edinburgh 
University Press. 

Indispensable for those interested in Scots vernacular literature, the 
culture and society of 18th-century Scotland. 

The first extensive treatment of the young Edinburgh poet whom Burns 
acknowledged as 'By far my elder brother in the Muses' and honoured in 
placing the headstone on his grave. 

With chapters on the history of the Scots tongue, Jacobite culture, full 
quotations from most of the poems, large bibliography. 

Beautifully bound & printed £15 plus p. & p. (Air Mail-USA/ Canada £4.50; 
Austr. / New Z. £7 .60; Europe £2.65; UK £1 .00) 

Available with cassette tape of Fergusson's Poems, read by Robert Garioch, for an 
additional £5 .00. 

(Autographed Copies) 
Dr. F. W. Freeman, 
19 Hartington Place, 
Edinburgh EHlO 4LF, 
Scotland. 

from 

Edinburgh University Press, 
or 22 George Square, 

Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 

-=' 



No. No. 
503 Dunblane 101l Haddington Golf Club 

14 Dundee 33 Haggis 
370 Dundonald Burns Club 152 Hamilton 
69 Dunedin N.Z. 842 Hamilton, Ontario 
85 Dunfermline 555 Harrogate 

1026 Duns 492 Harrow 
744 Durham Caledonian Society 239 Ha wick 

1018 East Antrim 866 Heanor and District Cal. Soc. 
967 Earlsferry 446 Herefordshire 
937 East Kilbride 916 Hole i' the Wa' 
872 East Midlands Scottish Society 989 Holt Hill 
942 Easthouses 976 Hopetoun Laddies 
22 Edinburgh 349 Howff, Kilmarnock 

307 ----Ayrshire Association 969 Huddersfield 
825 ----Clarinda Ladies Burns 987 Hull 

Club 943 Humberside 
378 ----District Association 510 l.C.I. Grangemouth 571 Edmonton Burns Club 691 Inverness 1012 ----Dundonald 914 Ipswich and West Moreton 1009 ----Scottish Soc. 173 Irvine 927 ----Tarbolton 535 Plymouth Caledonian Society 149 Elgin 808 Pontefract 974 Elliot Lake 688 Poosie Nansie Ladies Kirkcaldy 217 Eskdale 212 Portobello 5 Ercildoune Burns Club 772 Prestwick 997 Eyemouth Clachan 962 Pretoria 126 Falkirk 

585 Queen's Park Clarinda 657 Fallin Gothenberg 472 Renfrewshire Association 949 Fir Park Club 720 Retford 865 Foresters Arms Burns Club 1007 Rhode Island 
(Cambusbarron) 769 Robert Bruce (Clackmannan) 576 Fort Matilda 743 Romford Scottish Association 403 Fraserburgh 926 Rosamond B.C., Gretna 887 Gainsborough and District 36 Rosebery (Glas.) 187 G:ilashiels 

454 Rotherham SOI Galt 
9 Royalty 964 Gambia 

1019 Rumbling Bridge 982 Garnock 
642 Rutherglen 665 Gartmorn Ladies 

13 St. Andrew's Burns Club 955 Gartwhinzean 
834 St. Andrew's Society 1004 Gatehouse of Fleet 

(Altrincham, Sale and District) 169 Glasgow Association 
727 St. Andrew Soc. of Denrnar k 263 ----Masonic 
671 St. Andrew's Cronies, Irvine 897 Glenbervie Burns Memorials 470 St. Giles, Elgin Association 
220 St. Louis 774 Gloucester Scottish Soceity 
973 Sais burgh 198 Gore bridge 
948 Saltcoats 430 Gourock 
941 San Diego 59 Gourock Jolly Beggars 

68 Sandyford 116 Greenloaning 
629 Sanquhar 21 Greenock 
426 Sauchie 939 Griffin 
551 Scarborough 1037 Grimsay & Cleethorpes 
314 Scottish (Edin.) 952 Guildford 

1027 Scot-Australian Heritage 1010 H. & W. Burns Club, Belfast 
917 Scottish Presidents' Assoc. 
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Aboune them a' 

lllogerley' s 
(G. LITTLE, PROP.) 

HAGGIS SPECIALISTS 

49 FRIARS' VENNEL 
DUMFRIES 

Burns Clubs Supplied all over Britain 

Enquiries Invited 

/RV/NE BURNS CLUB 
Visit the Club Museum at Wellwood, 28A Eglinton 

Street, Irvine 
(Open Saturday afternoon and by arrangement) 

See the Irvine Collection of Original Burns Manuscripts, the pencil drawing 
of the Bard by Naysmith, our beautifully bound copy of the Kilmarnock 
Edition, the original oil painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 1787' by Charles M. 
Hardie, A.R.S.A., the priceless collection of holograph letters, the Burns 
Mural and mariy o.ther trea,sures. . 

Visit the Royal Burgh of Irvine Museum, which gives a fascinating in

sight into the history of the Royal Burgh of Irvine, ·and follow this up by 
looking round Glasgow Venne! with its rehabilitated houses and the 
Heckling Shed where a slide/tape show tells the story of the Bard, flax 
dressing and his time in Irvine. 
Enquiries to: 

William Cowan, Honorary Secretary, 75 Bank Street, IRVINE 
Telephone: lrvine74166 (Day) 79610 (Evening) 

Steward: David Smith (Telephone: Irvine 74511) 



~0. ) 
9~4 S.C.T.A. (Dumfries 
.:05 Sheffield 
S96 Sierra Leone Cal. Society 
10~3 Skipton 
SS9 Solway 
96l South Australia 
lJO Southern Scottish Counties 
860 Southland B. c., New Zealand 

1017 Southwick, Mass. 
SO Stirling 

824 Stirling, Clackmannan and West 
Perth Association 

458 Stonehaven 
907 Stonehouse 
683 Stratford upon Avon 
889 Strathclyde Bonnie Jean 
42 Strathearn 

723 Strathpeffer 
89 Sunderland 

41 Swansea 
632 Symington 
791 Swindon Caledonian Society 

IOOl Tamworth 
810 Thirty Seven Burns Club 

7 Thistle (Glasgow) 
7l4 Thornton Cleveleys 
740 Thorntree 
9l8 Toledo 
93l Torbrex, Stirling 
710 Toronto 
612 Torrance Masonic 

1014 Traditional Music & Song Assoc. 
813 Traneni '25' 
274 Troon 

1039 Troon Ladies 
910 Trysting Thorn 
698 Turriff 
lW Uddingston Lochlie Ladies 
237 Uddingston Masonic 

100'.l United Glass 
8~8 Vancouver 
303 Victoria St. Andrew's Society 
71 J Victorian Scottish Union 
763 Wakefield 
436 \\'ainey Ladies 
296 Walsall 
%8 \\'arrnarnbool 

1008 \\'est Cumberland 
liM \\'est Kilbride 

10]6 \\'est Midlands 
S9l \\'esterton 
753 Westmorland St. Andrew's 
930 \\'heatsheaf, Falkirk 
392 Whifnet 

1003 Whiteadder 

No. 
236 Whitehaven 
536 Whithorn 
696 Whitley Bay and District 
730 Wigtown 
977 Whyalla 
197 Winnipeg 
890 Wollongong 
553 Wolverhampton 
878 Worksop Burns and Cal. Club 
71 8 York St. Andrew Society 
859 Irvine Eglinton Burns Club 
936 Irvine Lasses 
900 Irvine Valley 

1033 Java 
348 Jean Armour (Newton) 

96 Jedburgh 
979 Jewel Welfare 

1035 Kansas 
784 Kelso 

1034 Kilbarchan 
377 Kilbirnie 

O Kilmarnock 
681 ----Cronies 
996 Kilmarnock Lodge St. Andrew 
695 Kilmaronock (Dunbartonshire) 

1029 Kilwinning 
627 Kinross Jolly Beggars 
323 Kirkcudbright 
693 ----Masonic 
945 Kirklees 

1021 Kuwait 
578 Lanarkshire B.C.A. 
660 Langholm Ladies 
961 Larkhall 
925 Lauriston, B.C. 
661 Leamington and Warwick 
548 Leeds Caledonian Society 
461 Leicester 
341 Leith 

1016 Leyland 
861 Lincoln Caledonian Society 
366 Liverpool 
360 Lochee 
831 Lochgoilhead Burns Club 

811 Logangate, Cumnock 
1 London 

570 ----Clans Association 
561 London (Ontario) 

1002 McQuarrie Fields 
984 MacQuarie-Stewart 

1015 Maltby 
934 Manama 
822 Mansfield Caledonian Society 
992 Marchbank 
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'Vesuvius' Crucibles of World 
Renown, are manufactured in 

'The Land o' Burns' 

Newmilns, Ayrshire, Scotland. 
Telephone: 0560 20861 
Telex: 77447 

LOCHCARRON PRODUCTS 
LTD 

makers of ties, scarves, sashes and materials in Burns check 

Goods in the Burns check can be supplied either to your 

local retailer or to your club 

Waverly Mill, Galashiels 
Scotland 



No. No. 
862 Market Rasen and District 1025 Newton Lads Midlothian 

Scottish Association 980 Niagara 
350 Markinch 124 Ninety 
870 Massachusetts 563 Norfolk 
310 Mauchline 1024 North American Assoc. 
726 Melbourne 893 North Bay, Ontario 
874 Melbourne Masonic 971 North Berwick 

1028 Mercat Hotel 706 North Lindsey Scots Society 
1006 Mexico 745 Northumberland and Durham 
637 Millheugh Caledonian Society 
626 Moffat and District 921 Northern Scottish Counties 
841 Montreal Robert Burns Assoc. 17 Nottingham 
983 Montreal General Hospital 777 Nuneaton 
242 Montrose 346 Oak bank 
494 Motherwell United Services 932 Old Manor Burns Club 

56 Muirkirk Lapraik 919 Orange and District 
1001 Mystic Pipe Band 880 Otley and District 
956 Nantwich 957 Ottawa 

74 National Memorial 748 Ouplaymuir 
1020 Netherthird and Craigens 48 Paisley 
500 NewCumnock 72 Partick 
985 New Galloway 940 Pembrokeshire 
523 N.S.W. Highland Society 26 Perth 
329 Newark 511 Perth (West Australia) 
133 Newarthill 336 Peterhead 
199 New battle 898 Peterlee and District Cal. Soc. 
293 N ewcraighall 284 Philadelphia North-Eastern 
902 Newmarket 721 Plymouth 
954 Newton, Ayr 
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Books on Scotland 

I. G. ANDERSON 
24 Rae St., 

Dumfries DG 1 1 HX 
Tel: (0387) 64660 

Specialist in out-of-print 
and antiquarian books on all 

aspects of Scotland
literature, history, topography, 
family history, natural history, 

militaria, Jacobite history, 
&c,&c. 

Regular catalogues issued. 

Bookroom open by appointment. 

Collections or interesting 
single items bought. 

Discover your 

Scottish Roots 

Ancestral and Family 
Research Service 

Expert and rapid work at 
reasonable prices. 

Send as much detail as is 
known of your ancestors and we 
will provide you with a free 
estimate indicating how much 
information could be expected. 

A. S. Reid, 5 Clarendon 
Crescent Edinburgh 4. 

THE HOUSE OF MACPHERSON 
, Highland Outfitters of Distinction 

~~·· ~Pw1r~,~~~;MJ;,~J!~~~~~~~g~~~l~~.~:~~· ~~ Phone: 031-225 4008 24hr Answering Service 
Edcath(R) 
Bagpipes, Kilts, Tartan Skirts, Clan Tartans, Premier Pipe Band Drums and all Accessories. Highland Dress 
for Day and Evening yvear, Pipe Band Uni~orms, Evening Sashes, Dance Pumps, Tartan Travel Rugs, Mohair 
Stoles and Scarves, Clan Plaques, Knitwear, Tartan Hose:- Gaelic and other Scottish books. 
Fast Delive!Y:--Price Lists by Return. • 
'The Wandering Highlander' the fascinating autobiography of Hugh Macpherson, 205 pages, 18 pictures, 18 
chapters. A must for all Scots at home and abroad, Canada 10 dollars, USA 9 dollars, both inc. air post. Home 
£2.50 inc. p & p. fin aid of Research into Kidney Diseases.) 
Everything for the Piper, Drummer and Dancer:- NOTHING BUT THE BEST) 



DINWii>DIE'S of DUMFRIES 
offer a wide range of 

BURNS and SCOTTISH TABLE STATIONERY 

MENU CARDS 
assorted designs, including Tam O'Shanter (above) 

NAPKINS 
Burns Quotation (4 designs) - Scottish 

ROBERT BURNS POEMS and SONGS 
including Tartan Pocket Edition 

TABLE FLAGS - ROY AL STEW ART TARTAN PAPER 
BOOKMARKS - NOTELETS 

COLOUR POSTER OF ROBERT BURNS 

Your enquiries welcome - Write or Telephone -
ROBERT DINWIDDIE & CO. LTD. 

(MRS MARY GRIERSON) 

34 Great King Street, Dumfries DG 1 lBD 
Telephone (0387) 55249 Established 1846 




