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'that greatest of benevolent institutions established in honour of Robert 
Burns'. - Glasgow Herald. 

The National Burns Memorial 
Homes, Mauchline, Ayrshire 

Created for Deserving Old People - as the most fitting 
Memorial to Robert Burns 

EIGHTEEN of these comfortable houses, built at Mauchline , in the heart 
of the Burns Country, are occupied by deserving old folks , carefully 
selected from all quarters. Many of the Cottagers left tied houses on 
retirement with nowhere else to stay. 

There are no irksome restrictions. They have their own key, their own 
furniture if they so desire, come and go as they please, and have their 
own friends calling on them as they wish . 

The whole aim and object of the scheme is to allow the Cottagers to 
continue the enjoyment of the quiet comfort of their 'ain fireside' in ideal 
surroundings. 

The amenities of the Homes are constantly being improved and 
added to , and for this purpose 

MONEY IS ALWAYS REQUIRED 
WILL YOU PLEASE HELP 

by sending a donation to : 
A. J. Campbell, Secretary, 

Mitchells Roberton George House, 
36 North Hanover Street, 

Glasgow G1 2AD 
Tel. 041-552-3422 



Old Print of Spittleside. 

DAVID SILIAR 
BYJAMESL.HEMPSTEAD 

The farm of Spittleside is situated about half a mile north of the village ofTarbolton and it was there 
in 1760 that David Sillar was born. He was the third of four sons of Patrick Sillar who was tenant of the 
farm. Allan Cunningham described Sillar as a 'good scholar'.1 but there is no evidence to suggest that 
he received more than a grounding in reading, writing and arithmetic. Whathe seems to have possessed, 
however, was a modicum of native wit and an above average desire for learning. In his early years he 
worked as a herd boy and later as a ploughman on his father's farm. Like many a young man of his day 
he courted the muse, and in a poem entitled 'Epistle to the Critics', he writes about his early life and 
education: 

Then know when I these pieces made, 
Was toiling for my daily bread; 
A scanty learning I enjoy'd, 
Sae judge how I hae it employed. 
I ne'er depended for my knowledge 
On school, academy, nor college; 
I gat my leamin' at the flail, 
An' some I catch'd at the plough-tail; 
Amang the brutes I own I'm bred, 
Since herding was my native trade. 

Some twa-three books I read wi' care, 
Which I had borrow'd here an' there. 
The actions an' the ways o' men, 
I took great pains an' care to ken; 
Frae them, their manners, an' their looks, 
Their words, their actions, an ' frae books; 
On these for knowledge I relied, 
Without anither for my guide. 
Latin an' Greek I never knew sic, 
An' sae how can my works be classic? 

One writer has stated that Sillar 'was not over fond of manual work, and from an early date he had 
been preparing himself for the duties of a schoolmaster'.2 This seems to be borne out by the fact that 
in 1781 he acted as interim teacher in the parish school during a vacancy. He subsequently applied for 
the post but was unsuccessful, the appointment being given to John Wilson, immortalised by Bums as 
'Jock Hombook o' the Clachan'. By this time, no doubt feeling confident in the role of teacher, Sillar 
opened an 'adventure' school at Commonside on the outskirts ofTarbolton, but it was abandoned after 
a short period through lack of support. 

In the absence of direct information it would appear that Sillar's friendship with Robert Bums 
originated in 1780 or early in 1781. The latter date is the more likely as it was in 1780 that Bums and a 
few of his cronies formed the Tarbolton Bacherlors' Club, of which Sillar did not become a member until 
May of the following year.3 Had they been acquainted at the time of the Club's inception it is almost 
certain that Sillar would have been one of the founder members. 
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In a letter which Sillar sent to Robert Aiken, the Ayr lawyer, ('Orator Bob'), he has left a vivid picture 

of Bums as he knew him in the Lochlie period. 
Mr. Robert Bums was some time in the Parish ofTarbolton prior to my acquaint

ance with him. His social disposition easily procured him acquaintance; but a certain 

satirical seasoning, with which he and all poetical geniuses are in some degree 

influenced, while it set the rustic circle in a roar, was not unaccompanied by its kindred 

attendant- suspicious fear. I recollect hearing his neighbours observe he had a great 

deal to say for himself, and that they suspected his 'principles'. He wore the only tied 

hair in the Parish; and in the church, his plaid, which was of a particular colour, I think 

'fillemot', he wrapped in a particular manner round his shoulders. These surmises and 

his exterior had such a magical influence on my curiosity, as made me particularly 

solicitous of his acquaintance. Whether my acquaintance with Gilbert was casual or 

premeditated, I am not now certain. By him I was introduced not only to his brother, 

butto the whole of that family, where, in a short time, I became a frequent, and I believe, 

not unwelcome visitant. 
After the commencement of my acquaintance with the Bard, we frequently met 

upon Sundays at church, when, between sermons, instead of going with our friends or 

lasses to the inn, we often took a walk in the fields. In these walks I have frequently been 

struck by his facility in addressing the fair sex; and many times, when I have been 

bashfully anxious how to express myself, he would have entered into conversation with 

them with the greatest ease and freedom; and it was generally a deathblow to our 

conversation, however agreeable, to meet a female acquaintance. Some of the few 

opportunities of a noontide walk that a country life allows her laborious sons, he spent 

on the banks of the river, or in the woods in the neighbourhood of Stair, a situation 

peculiarly adapted to the genius of a rural bard. Some book (especially one of those 

mentioned in his letter to Mr. Murdoch) he always carried, and read when not 

otherwise employed. It was likewise his custom to read at table. In one of my visits to 

Lochlea, in time of a sowen supper, he was so intent on reading, I think 'Tristram 

Shandy', that his spoon falling out of his hand, made him exclaim, in a tone scarcely 

imitable, 'Alas, poor Yorick!'4 
In the concluding part of the letter Sillar comments on Bum's religious beliefs, which were then 

considered by some of the Tarbolton folk as bordering on heresy. This was before the great outpouring 

of the Mossgiel period when he fired his satirical broadsides against the Auld Lichts. 

He had in his youth paid considerable attention to the arguments for and against 

the doctrine of original sin, then making considerable noise in the neighbourhood of 

Ayr; and having perused Dr. Taylor's book on that subject, and also a book called 'Letter 

concerning the Religion essential to Man', his opinions, when he came to Tarbolton, 

were consequently favourable to what you Ayr people call the 'moderate side'. The 

religion of the people ofTarbolton at that time was purely that of their fathers, founded 

on the 'Westminster Confession' and taught by one generation to another, uncontami

nated by reading, reflection, and conversation; and though divided into different 

sectaries, the 'Shorter Catechism' was the line which bounded all their controversies. 

The slightest insinuation of Taylor's opinions made his neighbours suspect, and some 

even avoid him, as an heretical and dangerous companion. Such was Bums, and such 

were his associates, when, in May 1781, I was admitted a member of the Bacherlors' 

Club.5 
The book by Dr. Taylor to which Sillar refers was The Scriptural Doctrine of Original Sin Proposed 

to Free and Candid Examination, a third edition of which had been published in 1750: 
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Scott Douglas has left the following note on Sillar, with reference to the Bacherlors' Club: 

'I quote from a letter of Mr. Sillar, 29th September, 1828, the lines -

Of birth or blood we do not boast, 
Nor gentry does our club afford; 
But ploughmen and mechanics we, 
In Nature's simple dress record, 



Let nane e'er join us who refuse, 
To aid the lads that haud the ploughs, 
To choose their friends and wale their wives, 
To ease the labours of their lives. 

These lines, therefore (hitherto ascribed to Bums), 
are in fact the lawful property of Mr. Sillar'. 6 

It is difficult to accept the claim that the two verses were written by Sillar. When Dr. Currie printed 
the 'History of the rise, proceedings and regulations of the Bachelors' Club', only the first four lines of 
verse headed the preamble. While it is true that the rules, etc. of the club were not put down in writing 
until the Autumn of 1782,7 it is generally agreed that they are the work of Bums. The second verse, as 
quoted above, is so inferior that one suspects it was added by Sillar when he wrote to Scott Douglas in 
1828. 

Following Sillar's introduction to Bums by Gilbert, they became boon companions. Both shared a 
love of versifying and music and undoubtedly it was those interests that brought them together. It was 
about this time that Bums took up the fiddle, probably due to the influence of Sillar, who played the 
instrumentreasonablywell. Bums never really mastered it, although he could scrape out a tune, usually 
to the great discomfort of all those who were within earshot. Sillar, on the other hand, was sufficiently 
accomplished to try his hand at composing, and one of his airs so impressed Bums that he set the words 
of'Arosebud by my early walk' to it. The song was written in honour of Jenny Cruikshank, the twelve 
year old daughter of William Cruikshank, classical master at the High School in Edinburgh. Bums's 
words are ageless but Sillar's tune has become a museum piece. It is in Strathspey style but contains too 
many unvocal intervals which renders it unfit for the average voice. 8 Bums sent it to James Johnson and 
it was included in the Scots Musical Museum, but the tune is almost unknown today and is never sung. 

In his autobiographical letter to Dr. Moore, Bums wrote: 

A country lad rarely carries on an amour without an assisting confident - I 
possessed a curiosity, zeal and intrepid dexterity in these matter which recommended 
me a proper second in duels of that kind; and I daresay, I felt as much pleasure at being 
in the secret of half the amours in the parish, as ever did Premier at knowing the 
intrigues of half the courts of Europe.9 

One of the amours to which Bums acted as confident, or 'blackfoot', as it was known, was that 
between David Sillar and Peggy Orr, who was nursemaid at Stair House, the residence of Mrs. Catherine 
Stewart, which stood on the bank of the river Ayr about three miles south ofTarbolton. Legend has it 
that Bums introduced Peggy to Sillars following a church service and both accompanied her back to 
Stair House. Within a short time theywerewelcomevisitors in the kitchen. While not forgetting the main 
purpose of their visits, it seems that the evenings were enlivened by Sillar playing the fiddle and the poet 
reciting some of his own compositions, copies of which he left behind forthe further enjoyment of Peggy 
and the housekeeper, Mary Crosbie. One or two copies eventually came into the hands of Mrs. Stewart, 
who was so captivated by them that Bums, on his next visit to Stair, was invited into the drawing room 
where he engaged in conversation with the lady of the house. Writing to Mrs. Stewart some five years 
later, when he was planning to leave Scotland, he said, 'One feature of your character, I shall ever with 
grateful pleasure remember, the reception I got when I had the honour of waiting on you at Stair' .10 And 
in 1791, when he compiled for her the collection now known as the Afton MS, he said in the dedication, 
'To the first person of her sex and rank that patronised his humble lays•.11 

On each of their visits to Stair, Sillar pursued his ardent courtship of Peggy, supported and 
encouraged by his blackfoot. Their united efforts eventually were successful when Peggy accepted 
Sillar's proposal of marriage. The ceremony was sealed in the kitchen of Stair House, according to the 
custom of these days, such as the exchange of a broken coin, hand clasping, and solemn vows made in 
the presence of Mrs. Crosbie and Bums as witnesses.12 Unfortunately the contract was short-lived as 
Peggy rued her engagement and expressed a wish to be released from it. This was readily granted by 
Sillar who, under the circumstances, could see no prospect of future happiness with Peggy. 

Tarbolton in those days was not short of versifiers. In addition to Bums and Sillar there was 
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'Saunders' Tait, an itinerant tailor whose rough doggerel verses chronicled all the events of the 
neighbourhood and castigated anyone who provoked his displeasure.13 He was a popular and weel-kent 
figure in the village and his rhyming effusions were highly applauded by the rustics, giving credence to 
the statement made by Sillar when he described Tarbolton folk as 'uncontaminated by reading, 
reflection and conversation'. Both Bums and Sillar became the objects of Tait's scurrilous verse. 
Obviously there was an element of jealousy, as Tait would not take too kindly to anyone who was likely 
to usurp his position as 'village laureate'. Bums, however, had 'made a sang' on him -now unfortunately 
lost- but it would be safe to assume that it contained a measure of Bums's 'satirical seasoning'. In reply 
Tait directed his spleen in most abusive verse, not only against the young poet from Lochlie, but against 
William Burnes, whom he flayed mercilessly over that unfortunate man's dispute with his landlord, 
David McLure. 

Sillar's 'crime' was that in conversation with John Wilson ('Dr. Hombook of the Clachan'), he had 
likened Tait's muse to a tumbling cart. This was a very primitive vehicle, with wooden axles and wooden 
wheels, not bound with iron; and being seldom greased, made a tenible grating noise. The simile so 
angered Tait that in revenge he replied with seventeen verses ofuncouth vulgar rhyme, called 'Sillar and 
Tait' or Tit for Tat', which begins with the couplet: 

My pipe wi' wind I maun gae fill 'er, 
And play a tune to David Sillar. 

There then follows a crude account of Sillar's ongauns with a girl called Susie, and also includes an 
accusation that he and Bums are responsible for six girls in the parish being in a 'certain condition'. 
While it is impossible to accept that Bums and Sillar were such village Lotharios as suggested by Tait, 
the old adage, 'there's no smoke without fire' cannot be entirely discounted. Tait may have been 
expressing the consensus of opinion ofTarbolton folk when he wrote: 

There's nane can sound the bawdy horn, 
like you and Bums.14 

The social hours which Bums and Sillar enjoyed in each others company were interrupted in 
midsummer, 1781, when Bums went to Irvine to learn flax-dressing. Scott Douglas states that 'David 
Sillar assured Mr. Robert Chambers that this notion originated from William Burnes, who thought of 
becoming entirely a lint-farmer; and, by way of keeping as much of the profits as he could within his 
family, of making his eldest son a flax-dresser'.15 This statement is at variance with Gilbert Bums's 
account of the venture; he said that Robert wished to be in a position to marry, but could see no prospect 
of doing so as long as he remained a farmer: 

He began, therefore, to think of trying some other line of life. He and I had for 
several years taken land of my father for the purpose ofraising flax on our own account. 
In the course of selling it, Robert began to think of turning flax-dresser, both as being 
suitable to his grand view of settling in life, and as subservient to the flax-raising. He 
accordingly wrought at the business of a flax-dresser in Irvine for six months, but 
abandoned it at that period, as neither agreeing with his health nor inclination.16 

Toward the end of 1783 Sillar left Tarbolton and settled in Irvine, where he set up in business as a 
grocer in a shop underneath the Tolbooth and next to the Council Chambers. He was then in his twenty
third year and, writing to a friend on 2lst January, 1786, he recorded his arrival in the seaport town: 
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It is twa years, an' something mair, 
Sin' I left Kyle i' this same shire, 
An' cam' to trade, an' think, an' fare, 

like ither men, 
'Side Irvine banks, an' country fair, 

O' Kinnikem (District of Cunninghame) 



Why he chose to go into business in Irvine, and as a grocer, is not known. No doubt the experience 
and knowledge of the town which Burns had gained during his heckling venture would be related to 
Sillar, and may have influenced his decision. It is more likely, however, that he was attracted to Irvine 
as it was then the second largest town in Ayrshire, with a population of around 4000, and second only 
to Greenock as the busiest seaport in the West of Scotland. 

In the summer of 1784 Burns penned the principal part of what was to become the 'First Epistle to 
Davie, a Brother-Poet, Lover, Ploughman and Fiddler'. We are indebted to Gilbert Bums who furnished 
some particulars of the history of the poem to Dr. Currie in 1798: 

Among the earliest of his poems was the Epistle to Davie. Robert often composed 
without any regular plan. When any thing made a strong impression on his mind, so as 
to rouse it to poetic exertion, he would give way to the impulse, and embody the thought 
in rhyme. Ifhe hit on two or three stanzas to please him, he would then think of proper 
introductory, connecting, and concluding stanzas: hence the middle of a poem was 
often first produced. It was, I think, in summer 1784, when, in the interval of harder 
labour, he and I were weeding in the garden, (kail-yard) that he repeated to me the 
principal part of this epistle. I believe the first idea of Robert's becoming an author was 
started on this occasion. I was much pleased with the epistle, and said to him I was of 
opinion it would bear being printed, and that it would be well received by people of taste; 
that I thought it at least equal, if not superior, to many of Allan Ramsay's epistles, and 
that the merit of these, and much other Scotch poetry, seemed to consist principally in 
the knack of the expression, but here, there was a strain of interesting sentiment, and 
the Scotticism of the language scarcely seemed affected, but appeared to be the natural 
language of the poet.17 

Gilbert's account seems to indicate that the poem was not completed until later that year, and the 
fact that it was not sent to Sillar until January, 1785, appears to confirm this. James Kinsley states that 
'it was probably not drafted as an epistle to Sillar'. Certainly the 'principal part' of the epistle is devoted 
to the disparity between poverty and riches and the consolation the poet could expect if he ever had to 
go a-begging. Kinsley also states that the following lines were probably an addition:18 

There's a' the pleasures o' the heart, 
The lover an' the frien'; 

Ye hae your Meg, your dearest part, 
And I my darling Jean!. 

The inclusion of the above verse may have been a last minute decision by Bums, as Jean Armour 
was then established as the poet's 'Deity'. Most writers have accepted that Meg, named in the lines, was 
Margaret or Peggy Orr, who was the object of Sillar's courtship at Stair House. This is extremely unlikely 
as Sillar's affaire with Peggy ended presumably when he left Tarbolton in 1783, and is more or less 
confirmed by his marriage soon after settling in Irvine. His first wife (he was married twice), was a widow 
whose maiden name was Margaret Gemmill and probably she was the Meg to whom Bums was 
referring.19 

On 30th October, 1786, David Sillar attended the inaugural meeting of the Mauchline Conversation 
Society. Dr. Currie left this account of its formation: 

After the family of our bard removed from Tarbolton, to the neighbourhood of 
Mauchline, he and his brother were requested to assist in forming a similar institution 
there. The regulations of the Club at Mauchline, were nearly the same as those of the 
Club atTarbolton, but one laudable alteration was made. The fines for non-attendance 
had at Tarbolton been spent on enlarging their scanty potations. At Mauchline it was 
fixed that the money so arising, should be set apart for the purchase of books ... The 
society of Mauchline still subsists (1800) and appears in the list of subscribers to this 
edition of its celebrated associate ... Though the records of the society atTarbolton are 
lost, and those of the society at Mauchline have not been transmitted, yet we may safely 
affirm, that our poet was a distinguished member of both these associations.20 
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The original minute book of the Mauchline Conservation Society was discovered in Victoria, New 
South Wales, in 1893, and interesting extracts were published in the Kilmarnock Standard for 25thJune 
of the same year. These show that the Bums family had been settled for two years in Mossgiel before 
the formation of the society, and it would appear that the poet was not a member as he is not mentioned 
as having attended any of the meetings. The minute book covers the period from 30th October, 1786 to 
20th November, 1797, and shows that Gilbert Bums and David Sillar were active members throughout 
that time. Both were founder members, as was Sillar's brother, John. The society met monthly and a 
president was chosen for each meeting. Sillarwas president on nine occasions when the society debated 
the following subjects, which seem to have concentrated mainly on matters surrounding love and 
marriage: 

October 29, 1787 - 'Whether real love may be said 
to be an universal passion or not'. 

September 2, 1788 - 'Whether a man ought to defer 
marriage until he find a woman 
capable to be his bosom friend 
or not'. 

June 1, 1789 - 'Whether it would be better for 
the generality of men to marry in 
early life when love first suggests 
to them the idea, or to defer it till 
maturer age when circumstances in 
the world may be more favourable'. 

March 14th, 1791- ''Which is most an object of desire, 
an enlightened understanding or a 
feeling heart'. 

July 4, 1791 - 'Whether love, in the present state 
of society is generally more 
productive of pain or pleasure'. 

November 26, 1792- 'Whether trouble of mind of trouble 
or body is most prejudicial to the 
constitution'. 

March 19, 1793 - 'Whether the present war with France 
may be supposed to tum out for or 
against the cause of liberty'. 

January 26, 1795 - 'Whether prosperity or adversity 
is most likely to cause keenness 
of pursuit after their business 
in the minds of men in general'. 

June 6, 1796 - 'Whether when a man is courting a 
woman it is better to pay his visits 
in a public or in a private manner'. 

Apparently the distance between Irvine and Mauchline was no obstacle to Sillar as he was present 
at the meetings in all seasons. He probably made the journey on horseback and stayed overnight with 
a friend or at one of the local inns. 

It might have ben expected that when Sillarwent to Irvine to 'trade, an' think, an' fare, like ithermen', 
he would have abandoned poetry altogether in order to concentrate on his business, but this does not 

112 



seem to have been the case. In his first few years in the town he seems to have spent much of his time 
courting the muse, as many of his published poems are related to Irvine and its environs. It is doubtful 
if he ever entertained any thought of publishing his verses, until prompted by the extraordinary success 
ofBurns's first edition. Sillar obtained fourteen subscribers for Burns's Kilmarnock Volume, which was 
published by John Wilson in July, 1786. Three years later, in 1789, Poems by David Sillar appeared from 
the same press. The poems were dedicated to Hugh Montgomerie, Esq., ofSkelmorlie, ('Sodger Hugh'), 
afterwards Earl of Eglinton, and were prefaced by the following introduction: 

Mankind in general, but particularly those who have had the advantage of a liberal 
education, may deem it presumption in the author, who has been denied that privilege, 
to attempt either instruction or amusement. But however necessary a learned educa
tion may be in Divinity, Philosophy, or the Sciences, it is a fact that some of the best 
Poetical Petiormances amongst us have been composed by illiterate men. Natural 
genius alone is sufficient to constitute a poet: for the impetiections in the works of many 
poetical writers, which are ascribed to want of education, may, he believes, with more 
justice be ascribed to want of genius. He leaves every person to judge of his by his 
writings. The following pieces were composed just as the objects they treat of struck 
his imagination; and, if they give others the same pleasure in reading which they gave 
him in composing, he will have the satisfaction of obtaining his principal end in 
publishing. 

The design of the author in his publication is by no means to offend, but to instruct 
and amuse; and although some, with greater judgement and sagacity, might have 
steered a more prudent course for themselves, yet he is conscious, however he may be 
treated, of having kept clear of personal reflections. The approbation of the judicious, 
though few, will always support him under the censure of the superstitious and 
prejudiced, and inspire him with a proper disregard for popular applause. 

For the liberal encouragement his respectable and numerous subscribers has 
given him, the author returns his sincere thanks: 

For back'd by them, his foes, thro' spite 
May grin their fill, but daurna bite. 

His poems bear witness to the truth expressed in his introduction - 'that the ill success of poets 
proceeds as often from lack of genius as from a deficiency of education•.22Tue verses, though sensibly 
composed, lack force and many are marred by indelicacies, unredeemed by the saving grace of humour. 
They are not, however, without a leavening of wisdom, as illustrated in his advice to the 'Lassies oflrvine'. 

The time o' youth's a pleasin' time, 
For lasses young an' dainty, 

Before they pass out owre the line, 
Hae aften lads in plenty: 

But gif they chance to pass their prime, 
Braw wooers then grow scant aye; 

Then dinna, tho' your sun does shine, 
Think ye'll get leave to rant aye 

Wi lads ilk day. 

In many of his poems Burns sang in praise of Scotch whisky, but Sillar obviously had little respect 
for it. In a poem of twenty stanzas he writes of its ill effects and even goes the length of naming it as one 
of the worst curses of Scotland. If his verses do not display the same poetic fire as his gifted friend, they 
are, at least, seasoned with good common sense, as the following stanzas show: 

Poets wi' muckle wit an' skill, 
Hae sung the virtues o' Scots yill; 
An' wi' the worth o' Highlan' gill 

Our ears hae rung: 
The bad effects o' whisky still 

Remain unsung. 

I'm sair surprised how whisky poison, 
Frae men o' sense, has got sic fraisin': 
They might hae sung, wi' greater reason, 

Gude caller water, 
Which cheaper is in ony season, 

An' slockens better. 
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Hail! caller bum! chief o' Scots drink! 
To purchase thee we need nae clink: 
Just lout out owre a bumie's brink, 

An' tak' our fill; 
'1\vill neither mak' us glow'r nor wink, 

Like whisky gill. 

But whisky, warst o' Scotland's curses, 
Than it I ken o' nane that worse is; 
It mak's poor bodies draw their purses, 

Though hunger stare, 
An' pawn their dudds for't aff their arses, 

An' rin threadbare. 

The only epistle of Sillar to Bums which has survived was obviously written following Bums's 
successful entry into Edinburgh: 

While Reekie's bards your muse commen', 
An' praise the numbers o' your pen, 
Accept this kin'ly frae a frien', 

Your Dainty Davie, 
Wha ace o' hearts does still remain, 

Ye may believe me. 

I ne'er was muckle gi'en to praisin', 
Or else ye might be sure o' fraisin': 
For troth, I think, in solid reason, 

Your kintra reed 
Plays sweet as Robin Fergusson, 

Or his on Tweed. (Ramsay) 

Your Luath, Caesar bites right sair; 
An' when ye paint the Holy Fair, 
Ye draw it to a very hair; 

Or when ye tum, 
An' sing the follies o' the Fair, 

How sweet ye mourn! 

Let Coila's plains wi' me rejoice 
An' praise the worthy Bard whose lays, 
Their worth and beauty high doth raise 

To lasting fame; 
His works, his worth, will ever praise 

An' crown his name. 
* * * * * * * 

But tho' the tout o' Fame may please you, 
Let na the flatterin' ghaist o' erheeze you: 
Ne'er flyte norfraise tae gar fo'k roose you, 

For men o'skill, 
When ye write weel, will always praise you 

Out o' gude will. 
* * * * * * * 

Sae to conclude, auld frien' an'neebor, 
Your muse forgetna weel to feed her, 
Then steer through life wi' birr an' vigour 

To win a horn, 
Whase soun' shall reach ayont the Tiber 

'Mang ears unborn. 

It was in reply to this communication from Sillar that Bums wrote his 'Second Epistle to Davie', 
which Sillar prefixed to his volume of poems: 

Auld Neebor, 
I'm three times doubly owre your debtor, 
For your auld-farrent, frien'ly letter; 
Tho' I maun say't, I doubt ye flatter, 

Ye speak sae fair; 
For my puir, silly, rhymin' clatter 

Some less maun sair. 

Hale be your heart, hale be your fiddle; 
Lang may your elbuck jink an' diddle, 
Tae cheer you thro' the weary widdle 

O' war'ly cares, 
Tiil bairns' bairns kindly cuddle 

Your auld gray hairs. 

* * * * * * * 
For me, I'm on Pamassus' brink, 
Rivin' the words tae gar them clink; 
Whyles daez't wi' love, whyles daez't wi' drink, 

Wi' jads or masons; 
An' whyles, but aye owre late, I think 

Braw sober lessons. 

Haud tae the muse, my dainty Davie; 
The warl' may play you monie a shavie; 
Bur for the muse, she'll never leave ye, 

Tho' o'er sae puir, 
Na, even tho' limpin' wi' the spavie 

Frae door tae door.23 

When Sillar's book of poems was published in 1789, Bums was settled in Ellisland and the two 
friends do not appear to have met again. A very brief correspondence ensued and although Sillar's letters 
have not survived, three of Bums's letters are extant. In the earliest one, sent from Ellisland on 5th 
August, 1789, Bums expresses his vexation at the impersonal nature of Sillar's last letter. It also shows 
the interest Bums took in the publication of Sillar's book of poems and the effort he was making to get 
subscribers: 
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My Dear Sir, 
I was half in thoughts not to have written you at all, by way of revenge for the two 

d-mn'd business letters you sent me.· I wanted to know all and about your Publication, 
what were your views, your hopes, fears, etc. etc. in commencing Poet in Print-in short, 
I wanted you to write to Robin like his old acquaintance, Davie; and not in the style of 
Mr. Tare, to M. Tret-

Mr. Tret, 
Sir, 
This comes to advise you that your fifteen barrels of herrings were, by the blessing 

of God, shipped safe on board the Lovely Janet, Q.D.C. Duncan Mcleerie Master, etc., 
etc., etc.· 

I hear you have commenced, Married Man; so much the better though perhaps 
your Muse may not fare the better for it· I know not whether the NINE GIPSEYS are 
jealous of my Lucky, but they are a good deal shyer since I could boast the important 
relation of Husband. · 

I have got I think about eleven Subscribers for you.· My acquaintance in this place 
is yet but very limited else I might have had more. · When you send Mr. Auld in 
Dumfries his, you may with them pack me eleven; should I need more, I can write you, 
should these be too many, they can be returned.· My best Compliments to Mrs. Sillar; 
and believe me to be, Dear David. 

Ever yours 
Robert Bums 

The next letter was also sent from Ellisland on 22nd January, 1790. It was a brief, hurried note in 
which Bums enclosed£2. 4/ -forthe eleven copies of the poems which he had collected from subscribers 
in the Dumfries area.24 

Sillar, like Bums, corresponded with John Lapraik, the unfortunate bard of Muirkirk. In one of his 
epistles to him he touches on controversial subjects, and expresses thoughts and beliefs that were 
anything but agreeable to the rigidly orthodox. In another poem entitled 'Satan's Complaint, or the 
Vision', he attempts to vindicate the character of 'Auld Nick', which must have exposed him to 
considerable censure. 

The publication of his poems met with little success, and the work of preparing them for the press 
probably contributed to the failure of his grocery business. He became bankrupt and was imprisoned 
in the Tolbooth for a paltry debt of five pounds. An appeal for this sum to one of his brothers, who was 
then a prosperous merchant in Liverpool, met with a refusal. It is said that this cruel denial of aid, from 
a source where he had expected understanding and support, left an indelible impression on his mind and 
completely changed his outlook on life. It was at this time, in his extremity, that he applied to Bums for 
help. His request came at a most unfortunate time as Bums was then in financial straits himself. All he 
could offer was his sympathy, as he explained in his letter to Sillar, probablywritten in the early summer 
of 1791: 

My dear Sir, 
I am extremely sorry to hear of your misfortune, and the more so, as it is not in my 

power to give you any assistance. · I am just five shillings rich at present; tho' I was 
considerably richer three days ago, when I was obliged to pay twenty pounds for a man 
who took me in, to save a rotten credit. · I heedlessly gave him my name on the back 
of a bill wherein I had no concern, and he gave me the bill to pay. ·To write you a long 
letter ofnews etc., would but insult your present unfortunate feelings: I trust your many 
rich and powerful friends will enable you to get clear of that flinty-hearted scoundrel, 
whose name I detest. · 

Yours 
Robert Bums25 
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Following his failure in business and his brief imprisonment, Sillar went to Edinburgh. What his 

purpose was in going to the capital is not known. One writer has suggested that he may have been 

seeking employment as a copying clerk.26 Had he known of the advice which Bums gave to John Wilson, 

who had considered similar employment, he would never had entertained such a prospect. 27 Sillarfailed 

to find whatever he was seeking in Edinburgh and returned to Irvine where he set up a school, chiefly 

forthe instruction of young seamen in the science ofnavigation. His knowledge of this subject must have 

been for some time rather limited, but by application and perseverance his venture soon became a 

success. In the course of a few years his school provided him with an income of £100. In the Burgh 

Records for 1794 he is described as 'David Sillar, Schoolmaster', and in the same year he was appointed 

Qurtermaster at a salary of £5 per annum. In 1797 he must have felt himself sufficiently qualified to apply 

for a vacant post as teacher of English, writing and arithmetic in the Academy, but his application was 

unsuccessfuJ.28 
His success in life was now established, but greater fortune was to follow. His younger brother, 

William, who had succeeded his father at Spittleside, died during the term of the lease which had still 

a few years to run; it reverted to David with a considerable sum of money. As he decided to continue with 

his school in Irvine, it suggests perhaps that the sum of money he inherited was not enough to provide 

a sufficient income on which to live. At any rate, it was agreed that Mrs. Sillar (his second wife) should 

manage the farm at Spittleside, while he returned there at week-ends. 

His eldest brother, Robert, left the farm at an early age to learn the business of soap-boiling with a 

relative in Ayr. After a few years there he proceeded to Llverpool, where he entered into business as a 

general merchant. He was so successful that John, the next eldest, was persuaded to join him. Within 

a year or two they were both engaged in a lucrative trade with Africa, and John latterly went there to look 

after that end of the business. He died in Africa, and as a Mr. Walker, his partner, was involved, it was 

many years before David received a settlement ofJohn's estate. Finally the sum of £12,000, which had 

been held in Chancery, was divided between Walker's heirs and David. Meanwhile, about 1811, Robert 

died, and being a bachelor, like John, the whole of his monies and effects passed to David. As he was 

particularly reticent on the subject, the exact amount ofthe fortune he inherited is not known, but it must 

have been considerable. He was now a rich man, but he was frequently heard to say, that five pounds from 

his brother at the time of his imprisonment, would have done him more good than all the wealth he had 

ultimately left him.29 
Following brother Robert's death, Sillar gave up his school in Irvine and resided at Spittleside until 

1814, when he then returned to Irvine. 
Some writers have portrayed Sillar as parsimonious, having accepted without question, the canard 

first put about by James Paterson in the Contemporaries of Burns, that when asked to contribute towards 

the Bums Monument on the banks of the Doon, he replied, 'I cannot well do so. You starved him when 

alive, and you cannot with good grace erect a monument to him now'. This lie was nailed, finally, in 1959, 

when John Mc Vie published irrefutable proof that Sillar's name was included in the list of subscribers 

to the Monument Fund, as having subscribed the sum of £1.ls. He gave two donations of £50 each to 

Irvine Academy and because of his generosity he was made a director for life. He also lent money to 

various people, including £4000 to the Earl of Eglinton and £2000 to the daughters of Mrs. Stewart of 

Stair, Bums's first patroness.30Tuose who knew him intimately regarded him as a man of stem justice; 

sometimes generous, but not ostentatious in the giving. He was aware that his good fortune attracted 

many who had ignored him previously, but he held to those who had been his friends in the less fortunate 

period of his life. 
Sillarprided himself that, except on two occasions, he had never attended any place of public worship 

in Irvine, other than the Established Church under the Rev. James Richmond. His two 'lapses' were in 

response to a request by Mrs. Stewart of Stair, who wished to have some account of the Buchanites, who 

were at that time causing quite a stir in Irvine. Accordingly he attended two of their meetings and the 

Rev. Hugh White of the Relief Church, who had observed him taking notes, spoke to him at the close 

of the service. He expressed the hope that the notes were in the same spirit as that in which they had 

been given. Sillar said that the notes had been taken with the sole object of giving information to a friend 

and offered them to Mr. White to read. This he did and returned them to Sillarwith the observation that 

they were a fair report of the meeting. Unfortunately Sillar's letter to Mrs. Stewart, giving his account 

of the Buchanites, has not survived and it is reported that he often regretted that he had not retained a 

copy. 
When Sillar returned to Irvine in 1814 he bought a house at Kirkgatehead, at the comer ofHill Street, 
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unfortunately demolished many years ago. He took an active interest in local affairs, and was for some 

time a councillor of Irvine Town Council. He also served as a magistrate for about two years. Two 

characteristic anecdotes, associated with his term as magistrate, have fortunately been preserved and 

testify that he had not lost the wit and spirit of humanity that had endeared him to Bums. At one of the 

annual evening parties given on the election of the Magistrates and Town Council, the Rev. Mr. Campbell 

gave as a toast The medical profession', which was immediately replied to. This was followed by another 

-The learned legal profession', after which a dead pause ensued, in expectation that some one of the legal 

gentlemen present would acknowledge the honour paid to the body. At length, when the patience of the 

company was nearly worn out, Sillar rose, and with much solemnity of manner briefly addressed the 

chair- 'May I be permitted a few words. One toast has been given, and an appropriate reply was elicited; 

but another has been proposed, which no one has volunteered to acknowledge. I suppose the profession 

are consulting as to which of them should reply, none of the learned body being fond of speaking without 
a fee'. 

When presiding one day in the Small Debt Court, a case came before the Court from a neighbouring 

parish, in which a medical gentleman was pursuer and the kirk session defenders. The surgeon, who 

had been called to attend a pauper belonging to the parish, and had performed an operation which was 

the means of saving the person's life, claimed remuneration. The session resisted the claim, and the 

minister pleaded that justice did not demand of them to provide medical aid to their poor, and that there 

was no law to compel them to do so. The Court sustained the plea and the Bailie in addressing the 

minister said -The decision is given in your favour; but the coat that you wear, and the office you hold, 

lead me to hope that your law and your justice will in future be tempered with mercy!•31 

It has been suggested in some quarters that, following Bums's inability to give financial aid to Sillar, 

the friendship cooled. Bums's letter of 1791 is certainly rather curt and suggests that he and his friend 

are apart by something more than the distance between Ellisland and Irvine. It is doubtful if there was 

any further correspondence. Following Bums's death, however, Sillar always upheld the memory and 

name of his late friend and loved to discourse on their early days together. Along with Dr. John 

Mackenzie he was instrumental in formingthe Irvine Bums Club in 1826 and at the first dinner he acted 

as croupier, a position which was then second to the President. He was prevented from becoming 

President the following year, owing to an illness which was protracted and resulted finally in his death 

on 3rd May, 1830; he was then in his seventieth year. He is buried in Irvine Parish Churchyard and his 

grave is marked by a headstone. It is the second stone; the first was erected, presumably by his son, 

following his father's death, and the present stone, which is a facsimile of the original, was erected by 

Irvine Bums Club in 1962. 
The inventory of his estate revealed that the moveable assets amounted to £314, including five 

shares in Irvine Gas Company. He also owned several houses and held heritable bonds to the value of 
£6000.32 

David Sillar was twice married and had several children by his first wife, but was survived by only 

one of them - Dr. Zachariah Sillar, who in 1830 resided at Ravenscroft, near Irvine. Later he practised as 

a physician in Liverpool. It is interesting to note that when Dr. Sillar was made a Burgess of Irvine on 

6th November, 1817, his father's name appears on the Burgess Ticket as Treasurer of the Burgh.33 

Although Bums called Sillar a 'brother poet', it cannot be seriously advanced that he deserved that 

appellation. It would be more accurate to include him among those who, in the wake ofBums's success, 

flooded Scotland with indifferent Scottish verse. Probably Sillar's poems were as good as many and 

better than most. Following the isolation years at Mount Oliphant, Bums was eager for male compan

ionship, and the formation of the Bachelors' Club in Tarbolton filled that need and provided him with 

an audience and a sense of belonging. Sillar obviously was the companion whom Bums found most 

worthy of his friendship, which was then of immense value to him and greatly assisted in his 

development as a poet. 
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The writer is indebted to Mr. John Inglis, Past President of Irvine Bums Club, for information 

regarding David Sillar's residence in Irvine and his connection with Irvine Bums Club. 
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BURNS ROOM/MUSEUM 
OPENS IN OITAWA 

CANADA 
DEDICATED TO TIIE IATE ALlAN 

STODDARf 

Above: Past President of Ottawa Burns Club and one of Canada's foremost Burnsians, BILL BEA TON 

(wearing the tie given to him by his close friend, the late Allan Stoddart). The notice with a tartan 
border reads- 'Bill Beaton's Robert Burns Room dedicated to Allan Stoddart a Burnsianfrom Ayr, 25th 

January, 1994'. 

Below: Pictured prior to the opening ceremony from left to right - Douglas Reid, Jean McKenna, Ray 
Reid, Bill Beaton, Iris Beaton, Don Tate and Kaye Tate. 
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'CANADA'S' BURNS ROOM OFFICIAILY OPENED 

120 

The late Allan Stoddart 

Left: Douglas Reid, President of 
Ottawa Burns Club cutting the 
tape prior to declaring the Bill 
Beaton Robert Burns Room open. 
On Douglas's right is Jean 
McKenna, President Clan Macleod 
Society, Ottawa and on his left 
Don Tate, Chief of the Sons of 
Scotland. 

Below: Members of Ottawa Burns 
Club on a recent visit to the Burns 
Room. 



Above and below: fllustrating some of the large collection of Burnsiana collected by Bill over the years. 

After visiting Allan in Ayr during 1982 and seeing his magnificent Burns Rooms, Bill was determined 

to have a smiliar room in his home in Ottawa, Canada. Both had corresponded for many years and met 

at annual Burns Federation Conferences, not only in the United Kingdom but North America. They had 

much in common and as keen and knowledgeable Burnsians were equally known at home and overseas, 

both having held senior positions in various Burns Clubs. Scots visiting Canada now have another 

attraction - 'BILL BEATON'S ROBERT BURNS ROOM' where a warm welcome awaits. Such 

relationships brought together by their love of Robert Burns is in the true spirit of the 'Brotherhood of 

Man' in the poet's own words - 'Like brethren in a common cause, We'd on each other smile, man; And 
equal rights and equal laws Wad gladden every isle, man.' 

Bill's address in Canada - 79 Meadowlands Drive West, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. K2G 2R9. 
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N epean collector marks 
Burns Day in style 

Possibly the largest collection ofRobertBums 

paraphernalia in Canada rests in the basement of 

Bill Beaton's Nepean bungalow. 

Bill, 73, has been accumulating books and 

mementos on the life of the famous Scottish poet 

and composer since the late 1950's. 

And he'll be dusting them off today for Robert 

Bums Day, celebrated each year on January 25, 

the poet's birthday. 
"Bums wasn'tlike Shakespeare- all his things 

are gone- Bums left things kicking around all over 

the place." 
While Bill does not have anything Bums 

owned, he has amassed more than 1,100 books 

and more than 400 ornaments, including plates, 

hats, mugs, biscuit tins, medals, book marks, T

shirts,jamjars, trays, and bottles of water from the 

River Doon. The river features prominently in one 

of his more famous verses. 
"I'll bet there are few Scots people back home 

who have a collection as big as his," says Bing 

Hicks, a member of Ottawa's Sons of Scotland, a 

club for the local Scottish community. 

The collection lines the walls of the Bums 

room Bill set up in his Meadowlands Drive home. 

The room will be opened as a private museum 

today by Doug Reid, president of the Ottawa Bums 

Club. 
Bill says his roots are the reason he started 

collecting Bums memorabilia 

"My father and mother were Scottish and read 

Bums to us as children out on the Prairies, and my 

mother was a beautiful singer of Scottish songs." 

Bill's favourite books from the collection are a 

second edition of Poems Chiefly in the Scottish 

Dialect, published in 1787. This was Bums' first 

book of poetry, originally published in July 1786. 

Also has a special edition of the book, published in 

1986. To mark the 200th anniversary of the 

'Kilmarnock' edition of poems. Bill has visited 

Scotland twice and keeps in touch with Bums 

clubs there and across Canada. 

BURNS SUPPER 
IN RAVENSCRAG 

CANADA 
A report on the Robbie Bum's evening in 

Ravenscrag is one of many emotions. There were 

feelings of gratitude that almost 50 people weather 

another January blizzard to attend. Appreciation to 

Keith Forsyth and Ralph Bircham to come out on 

such a night, pure enjoyment of Sherrill and Doris 

in their presentations of administration for the 

professionalism, pride and patriotism of "Robbie" 

Robertson's unforgettable rendition of some of our 

history in poetry, surprise at the tastiness of the 

Scotch cuisine (the Haggis, scones and shortbread), 

the touch of humour provided by our inimitable 

Anne Amal in dealing with a some what abbrevi

ated program and gratitude for the excellent video 

on the life of Bums sent to us by Billie Beaton, Bill 

Beaton is a past president of Ottawa Bums Club, of 

N epean, ''Why a Bums' night in Ravenscrag?" The 

real answer must be, "It's getting back to our 

roots." Some of the roots of this district are Scotch, 

the early settlers such as the Beatons, Davids and 

Bissets. The Town was named by Sir Hugh Allan 

(of Shipping Line Fame) a cousin ofRobert Bums. 

(Report in a local newspaper) 

AUSTRALIA HONOURS JEAN LONDON 
Mrs. Jean London has been awarded the Order of Australia Medal for her services to the Scottish 

Community. Jean, a Past Presidentand Patron of The Scottish Society and Bums Clubs of Australia also 

introduced Scottish Country Dancing to Australia and was for many years President of the Royal Scottish 

Country Dancing Club - Sydney Branch - and still takes a great interest in all things Scottish. In her 

younger days she was a well-known singer. She speaks the Gaelic and was on the Ethnic Radio Gaelic 

Council Programme for some years giving details of 'The Scottish Scene" in Sydney. She also gave of 

her free time to help the late Angus McDonald to translate his "mine of folklore and songs" into the 

Gaelic, writing the music for his songs. We understand when this massive work was completed it was 

deposited in the University of Nova Scotia. 
May Dickie 
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'HALF-MAD, HALF-FED, HALF SARKIT;' 
James Macfarlan, Scotland's Pedlar-Poet 

by Raymond J. S. Grant 

Proud was the morn old Scotland saw 
The highest heaven of genius spread 
A halo-crown of glorious light 

Above yon humble shed. 
The spirit of her ancient song 
Again assumed the mountain lyre, 
Till trembling o'er the witching chords 

She found it strung with fire. 

As Morning lifts her vapoury veil 
To show the blessed face of Day, 
That spell revealed a smiling love 

Beside the humblest way. 
Weird echoes floated o'er the fields, 
Strange music melted o'er the hills 
Till wilder beauty tinged our flowers 

And lit our wandering rills. 

0 stirring spirit! by our hearths, 
When mad'ning winter scares the night, 
With thee we chase the gloom and walk 

A paradise of light. 
And still that glorious spirit sings 
By haunted heath and crumbling cairn, 
And in each wailing sough that sweeps 

Across the lonely fern. 

It thrills the plumed and plaided band 
When buried in the mists of fight: 
Writes "Glory" on war's face of fire, 

And gilds the haggard height. 
All proud they climb the cliffs of death, 
And dare the burning battle day, 
Till Victory wreathes the heart that throbb'd 

To sound of "Scots wha hae." 

0 mighty minstrel! still while e'er 
A daisy decks thy native sward 
The Scottish heart shall proudly hold 

Its own immortal bard: 
While virgin Spring, through glen and shaw, 
Her thousand notes of love shall tune; 
While Summers in their Eden sleep 

Lie dreaming on the Doon. 

Wherever Deity hath set 
Her signet on our human clay; 
Wherever honour, truth, and love 

Shall hold united sway: 
Wherever Independance stern 

The spangled minion spurns, 
There - find embalmed in every breast 

The name of ROBERT BURNS!' 

To introduce the pedlar-poet] ames Macfarlan 
one can do no better than quote his poem ''To the 
Memory of Bums," one of several poems in which, 
almost one hundred years after the birth ofBums, 
Macfarlan sought eloquently to compliment his 
elder brother in the Muse. The poem is suitably 
stirring and suitably laudatory, expressed in stand
ard English of afair degree of eloquence, free from 
overly-cloying sentimentality, and representative 
of the style of the ragged and wretched pedlar 
poet, James Macfarlan. 

James Macfarlan was born in Kirk Street, 
Calton, Glasgow, April 9, 1832 and died in the 
Drygate, Glasgow, November 5, 1862 in his 31st 
year. Like his father an itinerant pedlar with never 
a home of his own, Macfarlan lived a life of squalor 
and poverty from which his poetry alone elevated 
him. In the public house the inebriated and dirtily
clad poet inscribed verses on the backs of old 
envelopes or in the margins of filthy bits of news
paper. He sent a collection of these scraps of paper 
to Charles Dickens, who published several of them 
in one of his periodicals. Dissipation leading only 
to further dissipation, the desolate and heart-bro
ken poet died in misery and squalor of pulmonary 
consumption just over 130 years ago, aged only 30, 
leaving posterity a legacy of poems of which some 
attain to a surprising quality. 

Writing in 1885, Rev. Charles Rogers conjures 
up a vivid picture of the gifted but blighted poet: 

His countenance except when he ex
pressed himself indignantly respecting the 
ingratitude of the world, or the churlishness of 
the unlettered, wore a dingy and most uninter
esting appearance, which his dark brown eyes 
served only to intensify. In his heavy, com
monplace features, there was presented much 
to repel, and nothing which could attract the 
most hopeful admirer of his genius. For gen
ius he possessed of a high order. James 
Macfarlan was one of the most gifted persons, 
and, certainly, the most ingenious poet in 
humble life it has been our lot to meet. In the 
pot-house, amid the fumes of tobacco, and the 
coarse, rude talk of drunkards and despera-

123 



does, he would have inscribed verses, with 

chalk or pencil, on the backofletters, or on the 

margins of old newspapers, such as in power 

of expression and thought no Scottish bard 

need have blushed to own. Of these random 

compositions many have been lost; yet there 

are enough to constitute a volume of poetical 

remains, of which the publication would re

flect honour on any one who might possess 

sufficient ardour to undertake it. 2 

Lest Rogers appear at first glance to be deni

grating the memory of Macfarlan with exagger

ated accounts of the poet's dissipation after the 

manner of the accounts of Robert Bums by Currie, 

Irvine, Walker, the unsigned review by Jeffrey in 

The Edinburgh Review and the unsigned review by 

Sir Walter Scott in The Quarterly Review,'corrobo

ration comes from the pen of one of Macfarlan's 

patrons, Colin Rae-Brown.• Rae-Brown was the 

author of a memoir of Macfarlan which was pref

aced to the posthumous compilation The Poetical 

Works of fames Macfarlan, published in Glasgow 

in 1882; no editor is named. Rae-Brown's memoir 

reads, in part, as follows: 

To all those who took the trouble of study

ing the idiosyncrasies of Macfarlan's charac

ter he appeared a perfect riddle. He seemed to 

possess two separate and distinct individuali

ties: one soaring high in the sunny empyrean 

of the sacred Nine, the other grovelling in the 

dingiest purlieus of the populous "City by the 

Clyde." Socially, even with his high literary 

attainments, he always remained at the very 

foot of the ladder of life. Physically, he was one 

of the poorest specimens of our common hu

manity. Predisposed to consumption, wan and 

dejected of visage, always meanly clad, and 

continually craving "assistance," he generally 

got a "wide berth" in the daylight. At night, 

however, he was only too warmly welcomed at 

the public house, and too frequently regaled 

with whisky when a solid repast would have 

proved more beneficial, and, by his own ac

count, more truly welcome. "But beggars," he 

was wont to remark, "canna be choosers, and 

when I feel a sinking within, whisky is surely 

better than naething."5 

Just as did Bums in his famous letter to Dr. 

John Moore,6 Macfarlan left behind an autobio

graphical sketch in the shape of a letter to Rae

Brown from which a few extracts should suffice: it 

is dated only 
Saturday Night, 
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Dear Sir, 
What shall I say? What shall I do? I am 

hopeless and penniless! Herwith you will re

ceive the long promosed autobiography of the 

most wretched and miserable of men, by name 
James Macfarlan 

Colin Rae-Brown, Esq. 
... When about twelve years ofage I was 

taken to Glasgow, where my father opened a 

small shop, which he soon had to give up and 

recommence his old trade of pedlar. In this 

latter occupation I joined him, and an odd 

volume of Byron's works which I found one 

day on a retired road led me to a love for 

reading ... Thus did the time pass, and on 

reaching the age of twenty there was scarcely 

a standard work in the language which I had 

not perused. 
My thoughts were all along turned to 

poetry, and in 1853, having collected my scat

tered pieces together, I determined on sub

mitting them to the judgment of some person 

of critical ability, and accordingly I left my MS. 

at the chambers of a literary gentleman in 

Glasgow, and his verdict was of the most 

favourable kind. Elated with this success, I 

resolved on publishing a volume by subscrip

tion,andaftermuchdifficulty-havingwalked 

all the way to and from London - succeeded 

in getting a London publisher to issue it. The 

volume was well noticed on its appearance in 

several respectable journals, but, coming out 

at a time when more experienced writers had 

engrossed the public attention, my last ambi

tious effort was soon forgotten, and many of 

my subscribers falling off, I was plunged into 

want and despair. In this state, I was very glad 

to accept a subordinate situation in the Glas

gow Athenceum, where I was engaged from 

nine in the morning till half-past ten at night. 

Tired of this, I again commenced travelling 

and peddling. 
About a year afterwards I returned to 

Glasgow, where my "City Songs" were pub

lished and well received by the critics in gen

eral.7 Fortune, however, seemed to have set 

her face against me. From some cause, which 

I never could learn, I was discharged from 

more congenial employment which I had se

cured, and too sensitive to enquire the reason, 

I retired without putting any questions. 

The world was now darkening around 

me. The consumptive tendencies of my con

stitution were beginning to develop them

selves, and death appeared to be rapidly ap

proaching, clad in that most fearful of all his 



garments -want. Rendered thus desperate, 
I wrote to the noble Earl to whom I had 
dedicated my last little work, stating my pros
pects, when his lordship returned me, through 
his secretary, the princely sum of one pound 
sterling.!! 

... Full of high hopes, I called on the Rev. 
Mr. , of Glasgpw, himself an 
author (also the editor of a popular weekly 
journal), and in whom I hoped to find a patron. 
Timidly handing my little circular to the Rev. 
gentleman, he threw it contemptuously back, 
and slammed the door in my face. Tears gath
ered in my eyes as I departed from his princely 
residence in the most fashionable part of the 
city, to my own miserable lodging, in the 
purlieus of poverty, "where lonelywantretires 
to die." 

... This bring my life down to the present 
time, when the waters of affiction are still 
around me. God knows what hand will come 
to snatch me out.8 

In August, 1855 Macfarlan wooed and won 
Agnes Miller, a hard-working dress-maker, add
ing a wife and, subsequently, children to the bur
den of his life. The patronage of Charles Dickens 
now proved a solitary bright light on the horizon of 
Macfarlan's declining fortunes. In the wet autumn 
of 1862, his illness diagnosed as pumonary con
sumption and his treatment prescribed as fresh 
air, cheerful spirits, and nourishing diet, Macfarlan 
collapsed after hours tramping the rainy streets in 
a vain attempt to sell his pamphlet, 'The Attic 
Study," and quietly parted from a world which had 
not treated him too well. Rae-Brown concludes his 
memoir thus: 

James Macfarlan's remains were interred 
in the burying-ground situated in Cheapside 
Street (Anderston), Glasgow. A number of 
artists and literary men followed the plainly 
mounted hearse, and just at the moment of 
actual interment, a grand salute came from 
the overhanging clouds, forming a fitting req
uiem for the ill-fated but highly gifted Pedlar
Poet. 

Yet another, and perhaps a greater hon
our is about to be showered on this hapless 
Son of Song by the issue of his collected 
poems from the same printing establishment 
which sent fourth thefi~t edition of the works 
of Robert Bums.9 

The edition to which Rae-Brown refers is that 
to which his memoir is prefaced and which was 

printed for Robert Forrester of Glasgow in 1882 by 
James McKie, 2 King Street, Kilmarnock. 

As will be appreciated from their fragmentary 
nature, the works of Macfarlan are hard to find in 
print, and can by no means be complete. The Rae
Brown edition had to be borrowed from South 
Carolina, the Library of Congress or Cleveland 
Public Library, and the Hardwicke one (in wretched 
condition) from Los Angeles! Similar problems 
beset Robert Crawford in 1985, when he noted, 
'City Songs by James Macfarlan no longer seems to 
exist. I am not aware of its being listed among the 
collections ofany British or American Library. But 
the book did appear.'10 

James Macfarlan's first volume was issued by 
Hardwicke in London in 1854, under the simple 
title Poems. 11 Rae-Brown notes that a still smaller 
volume, City Songs and other Poetical Pieces, was 
published in 1855 by Messrs Thomas Murray & 
Sons, Glasgow and the brochure entitled Lyrics of 
Life by David Bogue of Fleet Street, London in 
1856. In tract form appeared the poem 'The Wan
derers of the West" and the series of short prose 
reflections 'The Attic Study: briefnotes on Nature, 
Men, and Books." And that, the Dickens pieces 
and the short selection in Rogers apart, is all 
readers know ever to have appeared in print of 
Macfarlan's revre. James Grant Wilson in his The 
Poets and Poetry of Scotland names a few of the 
contributions made by Macfarlan to the periodical 
press and notes the poet's composition of poems 
for Dickens, concluding with the following obser
vations on the last days ofJames Macfarlan: 

His last production in verse, written a few 
months before his death, was the thrilling 
lines entitled 'The Drunkard's Doom." This 
literary work extended over a period of about 
eight years, but before its close a pulmonary 
disease had attacked the poet, and his recov
ery became doubtful. For the last two years of 
his life he was the daily companion and guest 
of Mr. H. Buchanan MacPhail, who took him 
on an excursion to Ireland and to various 
places on the Scottish coast. But all efforts for 
his recovery proved in vain, and he expired in 
Glasgow, Nov. 6, 1862. By his own desire his 
remains were interred in Mr. MacPhail's bury
ing-ground, Cheapside Street,Anderston. Four 
children were the issue of the poet's marriage, 
one of whom, his second-born and favourite 
child Ann, alone survived him for some two 
years. A complete edition of his poems, with a 
memoir of the poet, is now Ouly, 1876) in 
preparation by Mr. MacPhail.12 
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Having Macfarlan thus expire a day later than 

in other accounts, Wilson then quotes Rogers at 

some length. lithe projected edition ofMacfarlan's 

poems mentioned by Wilson is The Poetical Works, 

as seems likely, we may now have the name of the 

editor. 
One item in Macfarlan's first published vol

ume, Poems of 1854, is "Llght and Darkness," 

which is described as 'A Dramatic Sketch in Eight 

Scenes;' the scene is a path in the forest, and the 

dramatis personae are Ernest (aDoubter), Godfrey 

(an Ecclesiastic), Cyril (a Young Poet), Julian, and 

Angela (Godfrey's niece). In Scene IV, the young 

poet Cyril recounts to the doubter Ernest a dream

vision in which his muse addresses him as follows: 

Would'st thou be great? Go, raise up fallen man; 

Tell him he hath a mind, and that he forms 

A part of nature's grand majestic scheme. 

Tell him, however mean, that he still lives 

Within the compass of God's searching eye. 

Strip off the hideous rags of sin and shame, 

And show to all that he hath still a soul 

Which will reveal itself, as doth a star 

When strong winds bear away the darkening 

clouds. 

Would'st thou be great? Place Virtue on her 

throne; 
Crown her with beauty; let her be arrayed 

Jn those rich queenly robes which once she wore, 

Ere cold Necessity and withering Fate 

Thrust her out naked to the piercing winds. 

Would'stthou be great? Look to the coming time; 

Stand keen-eyed in the watch-tower of the world, 

And hail the dawning of the future day 

With her/ad-shouts that will awake mankind, 

And to its centre shake awe-stricken Earth. n 

Her sweet strain ended like the dying tones 

Of trembling harps, that ere we are aware 

Glide to their graves of silence; and her form 

Stole far into the hush'd still voids of space, 

As water with its kindred water melts 

Into one body. Woke the poet now, 

Wild-eyed, and awe-struck, with the wonder

heat 
Still glowing from his soul upon his brow, 

As if the hand of Deity had left 

A burning impress on the breathing clay. 

And Ernest replies: 
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Jn such a dream the soul might ever live 

Without a care for heaven. The poet lives 

For ever in a sunlight of his own . . .13 

Those words of Emest's do fitting duty as 

epitaph for James Macfarlan, Scotland's pedlar

poet who was born in the self-same Glasgow slums 

and abject poverty in which he was later to expire 

-'The poetlives for ever in a sunlight of his own.' 

In Poems, Hardwicke prints the following se

lection ofMacfarlan's works: 

Picture of the Past 1 

The Eve of the Bridal 27 

The Old House by the Shore 36 

The Visitants 41 

light and Darkness 45 

A Midnight Reverie 85 

Thoughts in Solitude 88 

Belisarius 91 

The Bard 95 

Summer 97 

A Voice from the City 100 

A Recollection 103 

Sonnets 105 

Rienzi 105 

Stonehenge 106 

Written in the City 107 

The Past 108 

With the exception of the dramatic sketch 

"Light and Darkness," all these poems are re

printed in the much more comprehensive Poetical 

Works; 'The Bard" is reprinted on p. 139 and the 

others appear pp. 141 ff. under the general rubric, 

"Earlier Poems." Rogers prints a mere selection: 

two stanzas of 'The Bard" on pp. 342-343 in the 

body of his memoir, then "To The Memory of 

Robert Bums" (entitled "Robert Bums: A Cente

nary Ode" in Poetical Works), "Scotland's Tribute 

to Wallace," and "Isabelle" on pp. 343-345.14 

The figure of the poet as pedlar and beggar is 

an archetype too attractive to be ignored in Scot

tish literature. Francois Villon (1431-?) bequeathed 

the concept to William Dunbar (C. 1460-?) who 

wandered abroad as a Franciscan friar bearing 

'ane teme purse' before entering the employ of 

James IV. In Dunbar's time laws were actually in 

force in Scotland against 'vagabundis, fulis, bardis, 

scudlaris and siclyk idill pepill.'15 The mantle of 

penury passed to the shoulders of Robert Bums 

(1759-1796), who complains in 'The Vision" to his 

home-made Muse that he is 'half-mad, half-fed, 

half-sarkit;' and Macfarlan continues in the great 

tradition with his complaint in 'The Rhymer": 

I stood at the rich man's door, 
'Mid a tempest of musical din, 
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But the vagabond name that I bore 
Could find me no footing within. 

In a tremulous accent I spoke, 
And craved him a pitiful boon, 

But the voice of the suppliant broke 
Like a jar on the reveller's tune. 

0 to be stabbed with scorn! 
To bleed at a rich man's gate

A rose-leaf cut by a thorn, 
And strewed by the breezes of hate! 

With a word that can cruelly kill, 
And the side-long sneer of an eye, 

And the blood that has leapt like a rill 
Struck to ice by a freezing reply. 16 

Yet Macfarlan is capable of picking himself 
up, dusting himself off, and hiking from Glasgow 
to London and back like a real-life Parson Adams 
to publish his works, optimistic all the while: 

And still as I journey'd along 
The daisy looked up with a smile, 

And the merry lark rose with a song 
That haunted me many a mile. 

And I walked in a rapture of soul 
Within the music that stirred in the tree, 

For the burden that ended the whole, 
Wast still "Thou art greater than he/"17 

This is a direct parallel to the sage advice and 
consolation which Coila gives to the ploughman 
poet, Macfarlan's elder brother in the muse: 

'I saw thy pulse's maddening play, 
Wild-send thee Pleasure's devious way, 
Misled by Fancy's meteor-ray, 

By passion driven; 
But yet the light that led astray 

Was light from Heaven . .. 

To give my counsels all in one, 
Thy tuneful flame still careful fan; 
Preserve the dignity of Man, 

With soul erect: 
And trust the Universal Plan 

Will all protect. '18 

Critics face a well-nigh impossible task when 
they seek to analyze and explain the phenomenon 
of the pedlar and beggar as poet. The point was 
excellently made by John Moore at an Edinburgh 
Bums Supper some forty years ago: 

In our imperfect world poets are indeed 
safer dead. For whether we like it or not they 

are not as a rule the kind of people whose 
company the more respectable members of 
society can enjoy. Poets are haunted, tor
mented, plagued like Tom o' Bedlam with "a 
host of furious fancies"; they are frequently 
unhappy and they rarely make good husbands; 
they are often drunken, frequently dishonest, 
and generally poor ... Ifwe expect our poets to 
be consistently "good citizens" or "respect
able members of society" we don't deserve 
poets; because we haven't begun to under
stand the restlessness and the rage the pas
sion and the pity, out of which poverty springs.19 

That Bums was perfectly clear about the unu
sual social status accorded to poets is evident from 
his letterto Miss WilhelminaAlexander (Mossgiel, 
November 18th, 1786): 

Poets are such outre Beings, so much the 
children of wayward Fancy and capricious 
Whim, that I believe the world generally al
lows them a larger latitude in the rules of 
Propriety, than the sober Sons of Judgement 
and Prudence.20 

In other words, the gods do not grant to us 
normal mortals understanding of that elusive qual
ity inspiration with which they bless, and curse, 
our greatest poets, and we owe the pedlar and 
beggar poets our understanding of the straitened 
circumstances in which they habitually seem to 
find themselves. 

Needless to say, Macfarlan has often been 
compared to Bums, with whom he shared poverty, 
heart-break and an indomitable spirit in adversity 
while forever 'half-mad, half-fed, half-sarkit.' One 
expression of the comparison comes from the lips 
of no lesser a writer than William Makepeace 
Thackeray, as Colin Rae-Brown records: 

Shortly after his return from Glasgow 
(where he had taken part in the celebration of 
the Burns Centenary) in the hearing of 
Thackeray, repeated Macfarlan's vigorous 
lyric, entitled 'The Lords of Labour." Scarcely 
had the last word been uttered, when the great 
novelist sprang to his feet, excitedly exclaim
ing:- "By Jove! I don't think Bums himself 
could have taken the wind out of this man's 
sails.''21 

Brave hearts, like jewels, light the sod
Through the mist of commerce shine

And souls flash out, like stars of God, 
From the midnight of the mine. 
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No palace is theirs, no castle great, 
No princely, pillared hall; 

But they well can laugh at the roofs of state, 

'Neath the heaven which is over all. 

Ho! these are Titans of toil and trade, 

The heroes who wield no sabre; 
But mightier conquests reapeth the blade 

That is borne by the Lords of Labour!22 

Great, bombastic stuff, of course, and more 

dated to our ears than Macfarlan's more artistic 

and philosophical poems, for such is the fate in 

every age of political poetry; yesterday's politics 

are as dated as yesterday's newspapers. But 

Macfarlan is making an important point in the age 

of the Industrial Revolution and of its aftermath

the tendency to elevate the work and to dehuman

ise the worker. 
And it was the vagabond James Macfarlan 

who on January 25, 1859 staggered into a newspa

per office in Glasgow in search of employment or 

charity. The unnamed newspaper proprietor 

(whom readers probably all suspect by now to 

have been Colin Rae-Brown) gave Macfarlan five 

shillings to write an ode to be read that very 

evening at one of the Burns Night banquets in the 

city of Glasgow. The extraordinary result of that 

commission was "RobertBurns:ACentenaryOde:" 
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In lonely hut and lordly hall a mighty voice is 

heard, 
And 'neath its wild bewitching spell the honest 

brows are bared: 
From Scotland's hills and twilight glens to far 

Columbian woods; 
It stirs the city's streets of toil, and wakes its 

solitudes; 
It speaks no triumph reaped with swords, it 

bring no conquering cry 
Of buried honors battle crowned and veil'd with 

victory; 
But hearts leap loving to its note, and kindling 

bosoms glow 
To hail the Poet born to fame a hundred years 

ago. 

Of like a glorious bird of God, he leapt up from 

the earth, 
A lark in song's exalted heaven, a robin by the 

hearth: 
0 ! like a peerless flower he sprang from Nature's 

meanest sod, 
Yet shedding joy on every path by human foot

steps trod. 
How shall we tell his wondrous power, how shall 

we say or sing 

What magic to a million hearts his deathless 

strains can bring! 
How men on murkest battle fields have felt the 

potent charm, 
Till sinking valour leapt to life, and strung the 

nerveless arm. 

How hearts in dreariest loneliness have toil'd 

through barren brine -
The only glimpse of sunshine then, his pictures 

o' langsyne, 
How far amid the wester wilds, by one enchant

ing tune, 
The wide Missouri fades away in dreams of 

"Bonnie Doon:" 
More hearts and hands renew the pledge -

sweet pledge of other years, 
That sacred "auld acquaintance" vow, the light 

of parting tears. 

Of blessed be the brawny arm that tore presump

tion down, 
That snatched the robe from worthless pride, 

and gave to toil a crown; 
That smote the rock of poverty with song's en

chanting rod, 
Till joy into a million hearts in streams ofbeauty 

flow'd; 
And while that arm could stretch to heaven and 

wield the lightning's dart, 
It brought the glorious sunshine down to cheer 

the humblest heart: 
For free as Spring, his gladsome muse danc'd 

o'er the daisied plain, 
Or rang in organ-gusts of praise through gran

deur's mightiest fane. 
Then blestfor ever be the soul that link'd us man 

toman-
A brotherhood of beating hearts - God's own 

immortal plan: 
While Labour, smiling at his forge, or stalking at 

his plough, 
Looks up with prouder soul to find God's finger 

on his brow: 
Feels man is man though russet-robed and 

smacking of the soil, 
And all are brothers whether born to titles or to 

toil. 

Then pledge his mem'ry far and near, although 

the hand be dust 
That oft has swept the golden lyre which ages 

cannot rust; 
The sun ofTime ne'ersets upon the empire ofhis 

fame, 
And still unwearied is the wing that bears 



abroad his name: 
There may be grander bards than he, there may 
be loftier songs, 
But none have touch'd with nobler nerve the 
poor man's rights and wrongs; 
Then while unto the hazy past the eye of fancy 
turns, 
Raise high the fame and bless the name of 
glorious Robert Burnsf23 

Rogers comments, "Ben Johnson, with all his 
promptitude in versification, never achieved a 
greater triumph. 24 Other poems by Macfarlan 
concerning the Scottish Bard are 'The Land of 
Bums" and "To the Memory of Bums" and 
Macfarlan sent "Scotland's Tribute to Wallace" to 
Rogers a few days before June 24th 1861 when the 
fcundation-stone of the Wallace Monument was 
laid on the Abbey Craig. Here is 'The Land of 
Bums." 

The land of Burns! the land of Burns! 
What joyful recollections throng 
The gladden'd heart when Memory turns 

To scenes that live enshrined in song -
Fair spots that we have cherished long, 

In storm and calm, in Fancy's dreams; 
Ere yet we saw, we roamed among 

Those woods, and loiter'd by those streams, 
And heard the music of the Doon 
Swell grandly in the minstrel's tune. 

The land of Burns! how dear the spell 
We feel in each enchanting word, 

As lingering Fancy loves to dwell 
Where first those witching strains were heard. 

How cold the being, all unstirr'd 
To rapture, as he treads the earth 

That bore the proud, the patriot bard, 
And gave his magic numbers birth! 

Who could behold the scenes unmoved 
Where first the Poet lived and loved? 

0, large the heart and proud the soul 
Of him who gave those fields to fame: 

Whose being never brooked control 
Of lordly mien or titled name! 

Let not unthinking malice blame 
The faults of one so great as he, 

Who to Truth's sacred altar came 
With strains of love and liberty: 

Who stamp'd his image on the soil, 
And gave a dignity to toil. 

His was no art acquired in schools, 
No courtly theme, no servile muse; 

But such as did cold classic rules 

And fashion's tinsel garb refuse. 
The peasant and the prince peruse 

Those days of love, those lines of ire, 
As sweet and clear as summer dews, 

As free as wind, as fierce as fire; 
A wing of daring, broad and strong -

A birthright of immortal song. 

The land of Burns! each varied scene 
Recallls some memory of the bard; 

Old hamlets hid in summer green -
The daisy on his native sward -

All claim the pilgrim's fond regard, 
"Who lingers long, and wanders slow; 

And sweetly do those haunts retard 
Our footsteps as we turn to go: 

0, son of Song! that land is thine -
Thy home, thy heritage, thy shrine/23 

It is of interest to note the encouragement 
accorded Macfarlan by Charles Dickens, who 
accepted several of the pedlar-poet's poems for 
periodical publication and remunerated the writer 
generously. Rogers comments. 

A benevolent citizen of Glasgow obtained 
his employment as a writer of Tales for the 
Workman newspaper (Rae-Brown, 
presumably). It was stipulated that his wife 
should receive his salary. He acceded to the 
proposition, but after a period demanded that 
his money should be paid into his own hand. 
As the cashier resisted the demand, the poet 
struck him to the ground, and by this act upset 
his last chance of obtaining employment in his 
nativecity. Anewbenefactorarose. Macfarlan 
dispatched a bundle of verses to Mr. Charles 
Dickens, offering them as contributions to All 
the Year Round. Though presenting a most 
uninviting aspect, so far as concerned the 
scraps of paper on which they were written, 
Mr. Dickens readily perceived the merit of the 
verses-insertedmanyoftheminhisperiodical, 
and liberally remunerated his contributor.26 

Rae-Brown concurs completely about the 
generosity of Dickens: 

One bright passage at least would have 
appeared in the poet's autobiography - had it 
been brought down to a later date- descriptive 
of the heartywelcome and liberal recompense 
vouchsafed by Charles Dickens when he 
accepted, time after time, Macfarlan's poetical 
contribuitons ... and the grateful author often 
eloquently dwelt, with tears in his eyes, on the 
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handsome treatment - no less gracious than 

generous- which he had received at the hands 

of one whom he designated the "Prince of 

Editors".27 

Both commentators fail to provide exact dates 

for the period of contact between Dickens and 

Macfarlan, but they seem by their chronological 

memoirs, to imply that it was between Macfarlan's 

publication of his "City Songs" in 1855 and the end 

of 1861. There is no mention ofMacfarlan in either 

Edgar Johnson'sor Peter Ackroyd's standard lives 

of Dickens, nor has any correspondence between 

Dickens and Macfar!an survived. There is no 

reference to Macfarlan in the All the Year Round 

Letter-book. 28 Macfarlan does not merit mention 

in The New Cambridge Bibilography of English 

Literature, although he does have entries in The 

Dictionary of National Biography and The Concise 

Dictionary of National Biography. 29 

In Dickens' periodical All the Year Round the 

following thirteen poems by Macfarlan may now 

be identified; Macfarlan's Poetical Works of 1882 

is collated here with Oppenlander's Descriptive 

Index and Contributor List of 1984.30 

"BOOKWORLD', II no. 29 (November 12, 

1859) 57-57.75 cols.= Poetical Works 99-101; 

"(THE) MIDNIGHT TRAIN', II no. 32 

(December 3, 1859) 128-129.75 cols. - Poetical 

Works 102-103; 

"(THE) WIDOW'S WAKE', II no. 34 

(December 17, 1859) 176-176.75 cols. - Poetical 

Works 104-105; 

"(fHE) RUINED CI1Y'. II no.37 Oanuary 7, 

1860) 249-249.75 cols. -Poetical Works 106-107; 

"SHADOWS ON THE WALL", II no. 43 

(February 18, 1860) 392-392.25 cols. - Poetical 

Works 108; 

"CLASSIC GROUND", III no.52 (April 21, 

1860) 36-37 .5 cols. - Poetical Works 109-110 

"FAIRY LORE", III no. 67 (August 4, 1860) 

396-397 .5 cols. -Poetical Works 111-112 

"REJOICE'', IV no. 86 (December 15, 1860) 

228-228 .5 cols. -Poetical Works 113-114; 

"(fHE) WATCHER", IV no. 90 Oanuary 12, 

1861) 320.321 .5 cols. - Poetical Works 25-26; 

130 

"NORTIIERN LIGHTS:, IV no.93 (February 

2, 1861) 395-396 .5 cols. - Poetical Works 115-116 

"MY HOLIDAY'', V no.105 (May 4, 1861) 107-

107 .5 cols. -Poetical Works 117-118; 

"CROSS ROADS", V no. 106 (May 4, 1861) 

131-131 .75 cols. Poetical Works 119-120; 

"PARTING DAY'', V no.125 (September 14, 

1861) 589-589 .5 cols. = "Parting Day", Poetical 

Works 121-122 and "A Sketch", Poetical Works 43-

44" 31 

It should be noted that, with the exception of 

"The Watcher", the Macfarlan poems appear 

consecutively in Poetical Works and in the order in 

which they are printed by Dickens in All the Year 

Round between 1859 and 1861. None of these 

poems appears in Poems of 1854 or in Rogers. It 

would be reasonable to suppose that Macfarlan's 

material reached Dickens early in 1859 and that 

Dickens set the poems aside as a stock-pile of 

'fillers' or 'scraps' to be printed when required. 

There can be no doubt that the payment(s) which 

he made to the impoverished poet came as a 

godsend. 
The texts of these poems of Macfarlan's, 

written originally on old envelopes and scraps of 

newspaper, are by no means fixed; there are slight 

differences (usually of punctuation) between nine 

of the texts common to All the Year Round and 

Poetical Works, just as there are between several of 

the texts common to Poetical Works, Poems and the 

Rogers selection. The poems printed by Dickens 

are of uneven quality, of course, some of them no 

more than 'fillers' for the periodical. The size of 

the typeface is silently altered on occasion to 

permit fillers of the requisite length to be inserted 

into the columns of All the Year Round. Dickens 

does not include any of the more 'Scottish' poems 

of Macfarlan's, but one cannot tell precisely what 

of Macfarlan's output was available to Dickens for 

his selection. When we hear Dickens telling Mrs. 

Gaskell that 'the general mind and purpose' of his 

journals is 'the raising up of these that are down, 

and the general improvement of our social 

condition', 32 and when we remember Macfarlan's 

poetic credo as given us in the words of the Muse 

in "Light and Darkness" or in 'The Lord of Labour", 

we can see the attraction Dickens felt in the scraps 

of filthy paper with which he was confronted. 

Identification of these thirteen poems serves 

to cast a little further light on the authorship of the 

items published in All the Year Round. It is also to 

be hoped that exposure of the readers of The 



Bums Chronicle to a few of the poems of James 
Macfarlan, may serve to rescue that fascinating 
pedlar-poet from the obscurity to which posterity 
has hitherto, perhaps unfairly, consigned the 
unfortunate wretch. Charles Rogers sums up on 
James Macfarlan in a generous and insightful 
paragraph it were difficult to better: 

The last months of Macfarlan's life, when 
he was confined to his sick-chamber, redeem 
his memory from those stains which had 
otherwise attached to it. That he descended 
tothesamedepthsofmoralturpitudeasEdgar 
Allan Poe, may not be asserted, but he certainly 
equalled the unhappy Richard Savage, in 
spendthrift recklessness and intemperate 
prodigality. He erred much, and he repented 
deeply. It is more pleasing to expatiate on the 
qualities of his genius. He did notwrite for the 
people -though the elevation of the industrial 
classes was the frequest subject of his muse. 
He did not write songs, though several of his 
compositions might be set to music and sung. 
His muse taught philosophy, and dealt with 
the spiritual propeties of things. Like the 
ancient enraptured prophet, his lofty 
conceptions impart breadth and compass to 
his imagery. Unlike the bards of the spasmodic 
school, he keeps a reign upon his fancy; his 
flights are never beyond the comprehension 
or the patience of his reader. His language is 
chaste, ornate, and exact; he concentrates 
rather than expands his sentiments; in the 
graceful flow of numbers, he never betrays a 
point of weakness. He has celebrated the 
nobler affections and instincts of the human 
heart-and painted with master hand the scenes 
of civic activity and rustic gladness. He writes 
hopefully of human progress, deprecates the 
revival of ancient feuds, and rejoices in a high
souled patriotism. He is the poet of that 
species of chivalry which cannot stoop to 
dishonour, and rejoices to upraise and support 
the weak. He personally sinned, but he had 
written not a single line which in the heart of 
another will awaken unpleasing emotions. 33 

While Macfarlan's "The Bard" cannot 
completely match "Rantin, Rovin Robin", "My 
Father was a Farmer upon the Carrick Border", 
"Epitaph on Robert Fergusson", Elegy on the Death 
ofRobertRuisseaux", or, especially, the last poem 
Bums had printed in the Kilmarnock edition, "A 
Bard's Epitaph", it is nevertheless of high quality. 
So let us in closing hear the honest Macfarlan 
himself on the subject of the plight of the pedlar-

poet in society in his poem entitled simply, 'The 
Bard": 

In cottage born, of parents poor and lowly, 
The Poet sprung: 

On life's dark road he wandered sad and slowly, 
Yet fondly hung 

O'er all that earth held in it pure and holy, 
And to them sung. 

His great mind brooded over man's sad story 
Of woe and crime: 

He seized Oppression by his locks grown hoary, 
With hand sublime; 

Then soothed meek Suffering with that song of 
glory, 

The coming time! 

He walked enraptured through the world's wide 
palace 

Mankind to move, 
Crushing the hydra-head of serpent malice 

His strength to prove: 
His soul, a mighty and heaven-gilded chalice, 

O'erflowed with love. 

He roused in tones of deep and solemn warning 
The proud and high; 

On tyranny and tyrants ever turning 
With lightened eye; 

And that false-robed dissembler nobly scorning
Hypocrisy! 

His were no strains of heartless affectation, 
No idle theme, 

But the sublime and bright elucidation 
Of prophet's dream 

And like the breath of angels adoration 
His song did seem. 

But Death came when his ardent soul was 
breathing 

Its glowing fire; 
Then turned he to the world, with tears 
bequeathing 

His broken lyre; 
And Spring beheld, while her fresh garlands 
wreathing, 

The Bard expires! 34 

1. The Poetical Works of]amesMacfarlan, with a memoir by Colin 
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AN APPRECIATION 

THE IATE ROBERT YOUNG CORBEIT 

In one of those rare moments, when Bob Corbett allowed himself to get carried away, when he 

tended to put his own particular stamp on the English language, he said of something to do with Paisley 

Grammar School: 'This is almost unique. It has never happened before." 

Bob was not "almost unique". He was, literally, a "one-off'. 

Of course it wasn't true on the surface. For there were others who could match on paper his 

achievements and accomplishments, impressive though they are. 

Ayrshireman, through and through, who volunteered for war service (as it turned out with the 

Ghurkas) even though entitled to exemption, intenupting his studies at Glasgow University; then after 

qualifying, back to Ayrshire to teach first in what we used to call a Junior Secondary, and then in Girvan, 

and then Principal Teacher of History at Ayr Academy; traditionalist, who became Rector of Paisley 

Grammar School with its four centuries of history; educationist, who chaired the Scottish Association 

of Head Teachers; was a member of the Scottish Examination Board and a Governor of Jordanhill 

College; gregarious human being, who was a keen Rotarian, an unlikely Bohemian, a valued Tenovus 

Committee member and an enthusiastic golfer at Erskine and Royal Troon; a Burns scholar, who was 

Secretary of what we still claim to be the oldest Bums Club in the world; a committed Christian, who was 

an elder here in Lylesland, and a member of the Presbytery of Paisley and involved recently in the 

recruitment and selection of ministers. 

There are others, of course, who have done similar things. But all of that is on the surface. And 

whatever else Bob was, he was never superficial. And those who are inclined to reach for superficial 
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judgements didn't reach the measure of the man: what the poet W. H. Au den called "the private face in 
the public place". 

He sometimes cultivated a rather stem public face. I once recalled at a function the occasion when 
I walked into his office, and he looked up and asked me how to spell the word "apologise". And I asked 
him whether he didn't know because it was the first occasion he had used the word. The joke was at the 
expense of the superficial impression, but no reflection of the warm-hearted man we were privileged to 
know. 

Of course he appeared to some as an unreconstructed traditionalist; and there were times when 
anyone who suggested a departure from some well-established custom or other learned to recognise the 
raised eyebrow and the silence which spoke volumes. Bob believed that we owed it to the past to take· 
it seriously, but as those who knew him through all his years as Rector of Paisley Grammar will testify, 
he built on its traditions, and developed them with his own ideas. 

Of course, as a public figure he was careful about what he allowed the public to see. But away from 
his public life, or in these past few years released from it, he was a generous host, wonderful company. 
But most of all, fiercely loyal to his friends. 

In the best sense of the word, Bob Corbett was a proud man. 
He was proud of the school he led for all these years, and whose survival mattered so much to him. 

But it was a pride that stemmed from realising just how many people had been enabled to achieve a 
potential they didn't realise they had. 

He was proud that those he had taught in Girvan and inAyr still, long years afterwards kept in touch. 
There are many of us who know people Bob taught in Girvan or in Ayr, who attribute success in their 
careers to the inspiration he gave them. 

Bob was proud of being Secretary of Paisley Bums' Club, and ofthe disrespectful affection in which 
he was held there. But when someone spoke well at one of the monthly meetings, or shone at the Annual 
Dinner, he was the first to pay tribute and give credit. 

But most of all he was proud ofhis family: of Helen in whose company he was transformed; of Robin 
and Christine, whose achievements delighted him, and the wider families whom Fiona and Lawrence 
brought with them; of the grandchildren Games and Alasdair, Christopher and Nicholas) whom he 
loved to be with and spoke of with such obvious affection. If sometimes he spoke of them sparingly, it 
was, I suspect, because he would have thought it self-indulgent to betray just how much they meant to 
him, and because the privacy of his family was the means of his survival. We who will miss him so much 
can use the measure of our sadness only to guess at theirs. 

In one of his letters, Robert Bums wrote: "My creed is pretty nearly expressed in the last clause of 
Jamie Dean's grace, an honest weaver in Ayrshire: 'Lord, grant that we may live a guid life! For a guid 
life makes a guid end: at least it helps weel."' 

Bob Corbett lived a good life; and that good life helped well the lives of countless others: some who 
knew him through the effect and influence he had on them as a teacher; others through the sheer 
pleasure his friendship gave. All of us are poorer today. Those of us who are Christian can be sure that 
his good life has indeed made for a good end. And those of us who are Christian and who knew Bob well 
have the shrewd suspicion that heaven is a better organised place since Wednesday. 

We give thanks to God for a good man. And the unique privilege of having known him, and some 
of us of having loved him. 

Revd. Johnston McKay 

ACTIVTIY RESOURCES LEARNING PACK 
furSCHOOLS,COLLEGESandCLUBS 

Forty A4 pages covering many aspects of a school curriculum, ranging from Scots language, 
environmental studies, social history, computer technology art and mathematics. 

DESIGNED TO BE READILY PHOTOCOPIED 
Price £4 per Pack (plus post/packing in UK) 

(Discount available for quantities) 
Obtainable from: THE BURNS FEDERATION, Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, 

Kilmarnock, KAI 3BU, Scotland. Tel: 0563 26401 
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ROBERT BURNS HERITAGE COLLECTION 

The Robert Bums Heritage Collection is the culmination of a unique licensing 

initiative, authorised by the Trustees of Burns Monument in 1991, to generate 

royalty income for the preservation and upkeep of the Cottage, Monument and 

Museum in Alloway. It celebrates the life and works of Robert Burns with products 

of high quality and integrity which afford it wide-ranging international appeal. 

The distinctive Trademark which combines relevance, originality and exclusivity 

was specially created as a focal point for the Collection. 

The new Burns Heritage Check is featured in the wide range of clothing, handbags, 

leathergoods, scarves and nigs. 

THE COLLECTION 

Crystal Glassware 

Bust of Robert Bums 

Tablemats & Coassters 

Lambswool Scarves 

Travel & Knee Rugs 

Mounted Prints 

Enamel Boxes 

Leathergoods 

Clothing 

BURNS HERITAGE FOODS 

Whisky - 70cl & Miniatures 

Scottish Smoked Salmon 

Haggis - Tinned 

Shortbread Fingers 

Shortbread Petticoat Tails 

Oatcakes 

Vanilla Fudge 

Whisky Fudge 

Edinburgh Rock 

SOUVENIRS 

Leather Keyring 

Leather Bookmark 

Address Book 

Executive Jotter 

Gilt Ball Pen 

T-Shirt "To a Mouse" 

Cotton Polo Shirt 

Framed Mini Prints 

Coasters 

For free colour Brochure and Price List please contact: 

Robert Burns Heritage Collection 

PO Box 993 TROON Ayrshire KAJO 7LN 

Tel: 0292 318086 Fax: 0292 318094 



BOOK REVIEWSt 

BURNS NOW 
What do the following have in common apart from their knowledge on the life and works of Robert 

Bums- Professor R. D.S. Jack, Professor Donald Low, Professor Carol McGuirk, Jo Miller, Professor 
Edwin Morgan, Andrew Noble, Donny O'Rourke, Professor Ross Roy, Dr. Kenneth Simpson, Iain 
Crichton Smith, Dr.John Strawhorn and Christopher A. Whatley-they have all given essays at the Burns 
Conferences organised annually by the Centre for Scottish Studies at the University of Strathclyde, 
Glasgow. 

The essays have now been reproduced in hardback book form entitled BURNS NOW edited by Dr. 
Kenneth Simpson. This excellently produced book has been published by Canongate Press Limited, 14 
Frederick Street, Edinburgh. EH2 2HB. price £14.99 and when one considers the undoubted quality of 
the authors it is indeed an extremely good buy. 

The attractive book jacket pictures the poet at a keyboard and screen with the follow-narrative on 
the back of the jacket:- 'He will always be discussed, because there is no-one quite like him. 'So writes Edwin 
Morgan of Bums in his essay in this new collection. These essays penetrate behind the Bums myth to 
the reality: Bums is identified as a complex individual and a sophisticated literary artist. Far from being 
Henry Mackenzie's 'Heaven-taught ploughman', Bums is shown to be widely and deeply read and adept 
in the synthesis of the native Scottish tradition and English neo-classicism. Various contributors 
acknowledge the importance of the creative imagination for Bums, appropriately since he saw himself 
as one of 'the harum-scarum sons of imagination and whim'. 'Who do you think will be our poet now?was 
the question overheard on the streets of Dumfries on the day ofBums's death. BURNS NOW shows from 
a variety of perspectives what Bums means to us today. Here the best of contemporary Bums 
scholarship becomes accessible to a broad readership. 

ROBERT BURNS 
by Dr. Ken Simpson 

An excellent and informative booklet in the 'Scotnotes Series' entitled ROBERT BURNS by Dr. 
KENNETH SIMPSON of the University of Strathclyde has recently been published byThe Association 
for Scottish Literary Studies at a cost of £3.00 plus post and packing. The contents within the A5 size 82 
page booklet include, Myth and Poet, Poet and Community, Satire and Sentiment, The Poet's Voices, 
Bums and the Supernatural and Bums and Song. 

The 'Scotnotes'booklets are a series of study guides to major Scottish writers and literary texts that 
are likely to be elements within literature courses. They are aimed at senior pupils in secondary schools 
and students in further education colleges and colleges of education. Consequently it is intended that, 
wherever possible, each booklet in the series will be written by a person who is not only an authority on 
the particular writer or text but also experienced in teaching at the relevant levels in schools or colleges. 
Furthermore, the editorial board, composed of members of the Schools and Further Education 
Committee of the Association for Scottish Literary Studies, considers the suitability of each booklet for 
the students in question. In preparing the series, the editors are conscious of the fact that for many years 
there has been a shortage ofreadily accessible critical notesforthe general student of Scottish literature; 
and they intend that 'Scotnotes'will grow as a series at the rate of about two booklets a year to meet this 
need and provide students with valuable aids to the understanding and appreciation of the key writers 
and major texts within the Scottish literary tradition. 

Although the booklet is aimed at senior pupils in secondary schools and those in further education 
colleges, all lovers of the works of Bums should add this booklet to their shopping list, it's a bargain at 
£3.00.Association for Scottish Literary Studies, c/ o Dept. ofEnglish, University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen. 
AB92UB. 
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OFFICIAL 

BICENTENARY MEDAL 

A strictly limited edition of a medal to mark the Bicentenary 

of the death of Robert Bums is available from the Burns 

Federation at a cost of £12.50 plus post and packing. The 

boxed medal with ribbon and clasp bears the portrait of the Poet 

on the front with his house in Dumfries where he died on the 

reverse. 

THE MEDAL WILL BE AVAILABLE STRICTLY ON AFIRST 

COME FIRST SERVED BASIS. PIACE YOUR ORDER 

NOW. 
Application to:-The Burns Federation, Dick Institute, Elm bank 

Avenue, Kilmarnock. KAl 3BU. Tel: 0563- 26401. 

~J.~J'~!i ~z cdrluffie 6/cdkruh QY~ Y!f~vn&;J. 

I'.._.'. '~It~ Heart of the Burns Country, Ayrshire is an ideal location for ho liday 

;J).~~~C~~-F,~.-.-·.·._ touring and sightseeing. 

~~ You'll d iscover scenic coastline, peacefu l and unspo ilt countryside , 

magnificent castl es, ga rdens and country parks; inte resting museums 

including many of the places associated with the Bard , Cha mpio nship Golf Courses , Leisure 

Centres, harho ur and \Vaterspo rt faci lities, a va ried selectio n o f eating o ut establishments and much 

much more when you visit this beautiful pa11 of Scotla nd . 

There is also a good selectio n of quali ty accommodatio n ranging from "STB 5 Crown 

Commended" Hotels to Deluxe yet homely Bed a nd Brea kfasts , Farn1ho uses, fu lly equipped sel f

catering and camping and caravan sites. 

Our Tourist Information Centres stock a w ide range of quality Scottish souve ni rs and provide 

an information and travel ti cketing service fo r a ll your ho liday requireme nts. 
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For further informatio n and a free ho liday brochure please contact. 

Ayrshire Tourist Board, 

Suite 1005, 
Prestwick Airport, 

Prestwick. 

Telephone: 0292 79000 Fax: 0292 78884 



Enjoy the story of Robert Burns and his life 
in the South of Scotland at the 

*Scottish Museum of the Year Award Winner* 
*British Tourist Authority 'Come to Britain' Award Winner* 

* Carnegie Interpret Britain Award Winner * 
* Civic Trust Award Winner * 

ROBERT BURNS CENTRE 
DUMFRIES 

* 

* 

Multi-projector Audio Visual Theatre 

Exhibition with Diorama and Scale Model of Dumfries 
Town in the 18th Century 

Book Shop * Cafe 

OPEN 
APRIL - SEPTEMBER 

Monday - Saturday 10.00 a.m. - 8.00 p.m. 
Sunday 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. 

OCTOBER - MARCH 
Tuesday- Saturday 10.00 a.m. -1.00 p.m., 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
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Burns in Edinburgh, January, 1787- The historic painting of 1887 by Chas. M. Hardie, ARSA 

DINWIDDIE'S of DUMFRIES 
offer a wide range of 

BURNS AND SCOTTISH TABLE STATIONERY 
MENU CARDS 

PLACE CARDS 
Bums or St. Andrew's Cross 

NAPKINS 
Bums quotation (5 designs); Thistle 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
Bums in Edinburgh 

FLAGS of all nations 
6" x 4" art silk (for table) or large bunting 

TARTAN PAPER 
Royal Stewart - sheets or rolls 

ROBERTBURNSPOEMSANDSONGS 
Robert Bums Teaspoons; Keyrings; Thimbles; Teatowels 

Your enquiries welcome - Write or Telephone 

ROBERT DINWIDDIE & CO. LTD. 
(MRS MARY GRIERSON) 

34 Great King Street, Dumfries DGl lBD 
Telephone & Fax (0387) 55249 Established 1846 

Solway Offset Services Ltd., 11 Catherinefield Ind. Estate, Heathhall, Dumfries. 



Incorporating ST. ANDREW'S SOCIETY 
and SCOTTISH CLUB NEWS THE 

BURNSIAN 
Vol. 3 (New Series) MAY 1994 NUMBER 4 

JERSEY SOCIE'IY HONOUR THE BARD 

Top table officials and guests of the Scottish Society of Jersey pictured prior to their Annual Burns 
Dinner and Dance. From left to right:- back row, Mrs. R. Huelin, Mr. M. Huelin, Mrs. Liz Gill and Mr. 

Nick Gill. Front row:- Mr. George Sinclair, Mrs. Jean Baird, Mr. Iain Blair (President) , Mrs. Claire 
Blair and Mr. George Baird. 

A Burns Federation Publication~ ~ 
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HEADQUARTERS: DICK INSTITUTE, ELMBANKAVENUE, KILMARNOCK KAI 3BU. 
AYRSHIRE. TELEPHONE: 0563 26401. 

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
CLOSED FOR LUNCH 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 

HONORARY PRESIDENTS 
Mrs. S. G. Baillie, J. D. McBain, The Hon. Dr. Grant MacEwan, Hugh Cunningham, Mrs. Stella Brown, Charles 
Murray, Lew W. Reid, James Davie, William Jackson, Noel Dinwiddie, James Mason, James Glass, George Irvine, 
Gordon M. Mackley, Professor G. Ross Roy, George Mudie, Archie McArthur, Dr. Donald A Low, May Dickie, 
William Williamson, Murdo Morrison, James Parnham, Lawrence Burness, Tom G. Paterson, Peter J. Westwood, 
Tom Paterson (Lanarkshire). 
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Conference Committee: JAMES GIBSON, Craigowan Cottage, 2S Brewlands Road, Symington, Ayrshire. 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
CHARLES KENNEDY, DONALD URQUHART, JAMES B. CAMPBELL, HUTCHISON SNEDDON, C.B.E., J.P., 
ANNE GAW, ENEZANDERSON,J. CONNOR, M.D.L.RC.P.(EDIN), L.RF.P.S.(GLAS)., D. WILSON OGILVIE. 
MA, F.SAScot.,JOHN INGLIS, T. McILWRAITH, GEORGE ANDERSON, MRS. MOLLIE RENNIE, S. K GAW, 
RA B. MclAREN, D. J. McILDOWIE, J.P., H. GEORGE McKERROW, M.B.E., J.P. 
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FROM THE SECRETARY 
The March Executive Meeting at Coventry covered a lot of business and you will be keen to read 

the outcome of the deliberations on some of these matters and on some of the subsequent developments. 

Bicentennial Medal 
The go-ahead was given to the Marketing Committee to proceed with the arrangements for having 

the medals produced and for an order to be placed with the manufacturers.1000 medals will be available 
for purchase and you are encouraged to apply for them right away. The cost will be £12.50 per medal plus 
postage and packing. Allocation will be on a first come - first served basis. (Remember to include 
payment with your order). Each medal will be individually numbered from 1to1000. 

The Marketing Convener and the Publicity Officer are arranging promotional literature with the 
suppliers but this is not yet to hand. Don't delay. Get in early to ensure that you are not disappointed. 
Orders to the Federation Office in Kilmarnock please. 

Schools Competition 
The Schools Competitions finals are being held in Fife this year. Tom Hutton and his Fife District 

colleagues have made the local arrangements and the venue is Auchterderran Teachers' Resource 
Centre in Cardenden. The Primary competition will be on Saturday 28 May and the Secondary 
competition will be on Saturday 4 June. The Vice-Convener, Danny Kilpatrick, and his Committee are 
to be congratulated on picking up all the arrangements and bringing the Competition through to this 
stage following on the illness ofJohn Allan. The preliminary and district finals have been completed in 
most areas and the successful reciters, singers and instrumentalists will now be preparing for these 
National Finals. Nothing would please the competitors and the organisers more than a full house of 
interested spectators at tJ1ese finals. See you there! 

Entries for the National Art and Project Competitions have been received and these will be 
adjudicated on very soon. Parcels containing entries for these competitions have come in all shapes and 
sizes. The contents are sure to be interesting. 

'1996' 
I reported to you in February about the international festival being planned for 1996. A Festival 

Director has been appointed to develop this and has recently taken up his duties. He is John Struthers 
and he has a background in Festivals and related activities. I have recently met Mr. Struthers and he is 
keen that a strong association should be developed between the Festival organisation and the 
Federation. We have agreed that the Festival Director and the Federation Secretary will meet every two 
months or so to begin with to exchange information on developments within each of our groups and to 
establish formal communication channels between them. The Bicentennial Committee appointed by the 
Executive is co-ordinating 1996 activities within the Federation. We have invited Mr. Struthers to the 
next meeting of this Committee and this should be a good opportunity to exchange views on the nature 
of the Festival. It is clear from recent correspondence received by me from Districts and Clubs that many 
of you are considering and planning events related to 1996. This augurs well for the commemoration and 
I would encourage every District and Club to become involved in this at their local level. It presents our 
movement with a unique opportunity to reinvigorate the Federation and to fulfil our Objects in an 
effective way. I will continue to keep you informed of developments in this area. 

Sheffield Conference 
Have you made your arrangements for conference yet? The Conference Committee is satisfied that 

the venue and programme will make this a very worthwhile occasion. Some comment has been made 
on the Conference fee this year and this was discussed at the Executive Meeting. You will have heard 
from your representatives on the Executive that this is largely due to the absence of sponsorship on the 
level of recent years. Richard Coghill and his Sheffield Committee encourage you to apply as asoon as 
possible. The option on the University accommodation cannot be held indefinitely. 

Conference is vitally important to the Federation. It gives an opportunity to contribute to Federation 
business and to influence the shape of the Federation you want. Support it with your attendance. 
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Conference Business 
Clubs, societies and affiliated bodies may propose nominations for Office Bearers and Motions for 

consideration by Conference. These must be lodged in writing with the Secretary by the first Saturday 
in June. The appropriate date this year is Saturday 4 June. 

The only exception to this is proposals to alter the Constitution and Rules. Such proposals must be 
lodged in writing with the Secretary no later than three calendar months prior to the Conference date. 
The appropriate date this year is Friday 10 June. 

Some Constitutional changes made at the 1993 Conference affect the way you may vote. The 
relevant Rule governing this is as follows:-

'All clubs, societies and affiliated bodies not in arrears may vote in the following manner: 

a. by delegates in attendance; 

b. by postal vote. All votes must be forwarded to the Honorary Secretary in a sealed envelope 
to arrive 7 days before the appointed date; 

c. by a combination of delegate(s) in attendance and postal vote; 

d. no club, society and affiliated body may cast more than three votes and no delegate may 
cast more than one vote.' 

The Chronicle and Bumsian 
The Literature Committee reported to the Executive on some discussion at that meeting on the 

Chronicle/Bumsian format and the frequency of publication. The comments have been passed on to the 
Editor and there will no doubt be a debate on this matter in the months ahead. There are many 
considerations to any discussion on this topic covering such things as literary content, format, purpose, 
cost, need, frequency, style and many other matters. Clearly this is not a simple issue. If you have a 
contribution to make to this debate please ensure that Representatives and Executive members know 
of it. Write to the Editor for publication in the journals concerned. 

Executive Meeting 
The next meeting of the Executive will be in Stirling on Saturday 25 June. 
Good wishes to you all for the summer season. 

Allister Anderson 

NEW SECRETARY FOR PAISLEY BURNS CLUB 
'Paisley Buddy', Alan M. L. Mill is the new secretary of Paisley Burns Club. A graduate of Glasgow 

and London Universities (like his predecessor and close friend, the late Bob Corbett). Alan is well-known 
in educational circles as a former Chairman of Governors of J ordanhill College and a retired Glasgow 
head teacher. Alan lists his interests as golf, Robert Bums, bridge and his family- but not in that order! 

BI-CENTENARY FUND - STAMP APPEAL 
Burnsians at home and particularly overseas can help swell the Federation's Bi-Centenary Fund by 

collecting used foreign postage stamps. The used stamps will eventually be sold to collectors with the 
proceed going towards the Fund. The stamps should be sent to myself at the following address - 28 
Stranka Avenue, Paisley. PA2 9DW, Scotland. All contributions will be acknowledged in this magazine. 
The following have so far sent stamps for the Fund:- Mrs. Outi Pickering, Finland. Charles Wilson, South 
Africa. Urs Kalberer of the Swiss Burns Society. The Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee, USA Marion 
Allan, Australia. Jessie Gray, Australia.John Macl-ean, USA Peter Rodger, Fife.]. Newlands, Glasgow. 
Junko Matsuhashi and Friends, Japan. Graham Underwood, Calgary. Mary Grierson, Dumfries. 
Scottish Society and Burns Club of Australia. Muriel Easton, Aberdeen. Charles Lindsay, Kilmarnock. 
Mrs. Petrie, Stonehaven. Bill Morrison, Ayrshire. Jim Campbell, York. Mrs. Norman, New Zealand. 
Mrs. M. Smith, Glasgow. John Allan, Australia. 

72 



TO ROBERT BURNS 

A BICENTENNIAL 

ODE 

Dear Mr Burns, "Our National Bard" 
Pray, don't laugh in derision 
At these weak verses I have penned 
As comments on your "Vision": 
Your poetry holds me in awe -
I only can admire 
How genuine and how sincere 
Your songs and poems are. 

I wonder, will you ever look 
And see, from up above -
Great Burnsians - "the world o'er" 
Express your brotherly love 
Some people cannot understand, 
Why you receive such praise -
You only were a farmer's son 
With "rough, rude, naughty ways". 

The answer, written in your words, 
Is clear for all to see; 
Themes such as nature, beauty, love, 
Make up your poetry. 
0 would that I were Bonie Jean, 
Who so inspired your art, 
That now you have enshrined our love 
In every Scottish heart. 

On nature's "crimson-tipped flow'r" 
Or that "wee, timorous mousie" -
You felt its pain, that day your plough 
Ruin'd its "wee bit hoosie" -
You took the burdens on yourself; 
You felt for every creature 
Your horse, your sheep, your wounded hare -
You are the Bard of Nature. 

"So there's a hand my trusty jiere!" 
You do deserve our praise, 
If ony more had understood 
As you toiled all your days . .. 
Your wish you surely have fulfill'd: 
You made a "book or plan". 
Your star grows daily brighter as 
Your poems speak to Man. 

Carrie Wilson, 
Irvine Royal Academy. 

IRVINE ROYAL ACADEMY 
ANNUAL BURNS SUPPER 

"Speechless" was almost the word to describe 
Irvine Royal Academy Bums Club President Carrie 
Wilson when she rose to reply to the Toast to the 
Lasses at the School's annual Bums Supper. For 
Carrie, who had spent most oflastweek in Du noon 
rehearsing with the Strathclyde Schools Chorus, 
had lost her voice. But Carrie, ably assisted by her 
Vice-President, Naiomi Forsyth, struck fourofher 
guests dumb. For she conferred Honorary 

Carrie Wilson, President of Irvine Royal Academy 
Burns Club pictured with Editor Peter f. Westwood 
and former pupil Neil Conway after the presentation 
of the Honorary Membership scrolls. 

Membership of the School Bums Club on Peter 
Westwood, the Editor and Publicity Officer of The 
Bums Federation, and Neil Conway, a founder 
member of the Club in 1988, who is now studying 
at the University of Stirling. The two girls also 
made a presentation to Neil's father, Eric, who 
drives the minibus for the Club, and to Mrs. 
Conway. Almost 120 pupils, parents, staff and 
friends packed Dining Hall 2 in the newly 
refurbished school to pay tribute to the Bard in 
music, song, dance and poetry. Principal Speaker 
John Inglis, in a thoughtful and carefully researched 
"Immortal Memory," spoke of Bums in his time, 
and particularly referred to Bums's time in Irvine· 
to the friends he made, the circumstances h~ 
experienced and the beginnings of his serious 
poetry-writing. He praised Bums's philosophy of 
life and commended it to the pupils. Bryan Scott 
provided a racy toast to the Lasses and was ably 
matched by Carrie Wilson's reply, while Eric Park, 
in proposing his toast to Irvine Royal Academy, 
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Members of the Academy choir led by Miss MacArthur 
who provided entertainment during the evening. 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE 
looked at the story of the school and its two 
predecessors and the role oflrvine Royal Academy 
in the community today. This toast was gracefully 
replied to by Pamela Kennedy. Entertainment was 
provided by the Irvine Royal Academy Dancers, 
coached by Miss Munro; the Irvine Royal Academy 
Junior Choir and the Scottish Instrumental 
Ensemble, led by Miss Macarthur and Mrs. 

Cockburn; Richard Benson on the accordion; and 
readings by various members of the Bums Club. 
Piper for the evening was Jim Butler, an Honorary 
member and a good friend of the Bums Club. The 
evening was chaired by the Academy's Head 
Teacher, Bob Reid, while the Vote of Thanks was 
proposed by Dick Fowler of the English 
Department. Catering was by Catering Direct, 
supervised by manageress Pearl Hamilton. 

IRVINE ROYALS SUCCESSFUL EVENING 

Pictured above front row from left to right:- Head Teacher Bob Reid, Carrie Wilson, Club President and 
Richard Fowler from the English Department. Centre background, Past President of The Burns 

Federation John Inglis who proposed the 1mmortal Memory' surrounded by Academy pupils who took 
part in the annual Burns Supper. 
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WALK THE 
TAM O'SHANTER 

TRAIL 
Members of Opportunities in Retirement have 

been creating a 'Tam o' Shanter Trail". The Trail 
follows the route from the Inn to the Brig as near 
as tradition and safety from errant golf balls per
mits. The project was undertaken as the OIR 
contribution to The European Year of the Elderly 
and was sponsored by Nobel Lowndes Group and 
New Horizon Trust together with the blessing of 
Kyle & Carrick Parks and Leisure department. 
Teams of volunteers have been engaged in cutting 
back brambles, digging drains, spreading chipped 
bark, replacing and reinforcing steps. The assist
ance of the Parks & Leisure department in provid
ing some timber and chipped bark as well as their 
advice on the route for safety reasons is acknowl
edged. We also hope they will provise a "Meikle 
Stane". The trail will be marked with posts with the 
logo Meg's Hoofprint. We have also produced a 
guide to the Trail complete with illustrations and 
couplets from the poem which we hope to distrib
ute through Tourist Offices etc. If there is a Bums 
Club that would like to sponsor a picnic table, we 
have identified two sites with views over Ayr Bay, 
Heads of Ayr, Grennan Castle etc. 

Hector McAndrew, 
12 Hawthorn Gardens, 

Prestwick. KA9 2BB. 
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Ata recent function in Motherwell, Dr. Max van Haan from Holland presented the Bums Federation 

with a beautifully bound book, finished in the Bums tartan, entitled "Vier Gedichten van Robert Bums'. 

The book contains an introduction, Tam o' Shanter, Holy Willie's Prayer, Epistle to a Young Friend, 

Toast to the Haggis, all of which have been translated into Dutch by Dr. Max who is actively engaged 

in promoting the works of the Poet in the Netherlands. President} ohn Morrison congratulated Dr. Max 

and accepted the book on behalf of the Federation. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
Tom (T.G.) Paterson of the Robert Bums Club ofMelboume and his family thank the various Bums 

Clubs and Bumsians for the comforting expressions of sympathy received in their time of sorrow at the 

tragic death of Dr. Ewan Paterson in a fire at his home "Honeysuckle Farm", Beechworth, Victoria, 

Australia. 
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BURNS HOUSE 
DUMFRIES 

Visitors to Dumfries should not fail to visit the old Red 
Sandstone House in Burns Street, in which the Poet lived and 
died. The House is open to visitors and contains many 
interesting relics of Burns and his family. The House is one 
minute's walk from St. Michael's Churchyard where the Poet 
is buried within the Burns Mausoleum. 

OPEN: 
Open All Year 

10.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m., 2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. Monday to Saturday 
2.00 p.m. - 5.00 p.m. Sunday 

(Cosed Sunday and Monday, October to March) 



SYDNEY REMEMBERS THE BARD 

Top left:- President Stuart Henderson addressing Burnsians at the annual Burns Statue Ceremony. 
Right:- The City of Hawksbury Pipe Band playing airs in front of the Poet's statue, Sydney Domain. 
Above:- Some of the Club members and friends who attended the ceremony on 16thjanuary, 1994. 
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60th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
PRESIDENT Corrie Cunningham welcomed a large turnout of members and friends to the 60th 

Anniversary Burns Supper held by Motherwell United Services Club Burns Section. 
The Immortal Memory was proposed by John Morrison, president of the Burns Federation, who is also 

a member of the club. The Toast to the Burns Section was proposed by Jim Williams, president of the 
Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs. 

Tom Campbell proposed the toast to The Lassies. Provost William Wilson, a past president of the section, 
was a guest along with members of sister clubs. Our photographs include the officials of the club together with 
some of the guests and artistes who took part on this memorable occasion. 
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NEVER TOO YOUNG 

Photograph sent in by Anne MacDonald of 
Edinburgh showing her granddaughter Hazel as 
'Jean Armour' at a family Bums Supper. Young 
Hazel is already a fan of the poet. 

Above: 'Wee! kent' Bumsian from Dumfries Sally 
Clark pictured with her twin grandchildren Craig 
and Callum. Sally says They don't subscribe to the 
Chronicle but one day soon they will!' 

THE BURNS HOUSE MUSEUM 
MAUCH LINE 

On the upper floor is the room in 
which Burns began his married 

life, while the gallery contains 
many pictures and items of 

Burns' interest. 

Another room is devoted to a 
Curling Exhibition donated by 

Kelvingrove Art Gallery. 

A large display of Mauchline 
Boxware attracts many visitors 

The Kirkyard with its strong 
Burns connections is nearby. 

Parties are welcome; guides are available and teas can be arranged. Evening visits could 
occupy a syllabus meeting. 
Opening Hours: 
Easter to 30th September, 11.30 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. Sundays 2.00 

p.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Visits outwith hours and season by arrangement -
Phone Mauchline 550045 
D. I. Lyell, M.A., F.S.A. Scot., 9 East Park Avenue, Mauchline. 
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PRESENTATION TO HONORARY PRESIDENTS 

\ 

Above and below: Tom and Peter receiving their Honorary 
President's Medals from Federation President John Morrison. 
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TOM PATERSON 
It comes as no surprise to Burnsians 

worldwide, that Tom Paterson was hon
oured by the Burns Federation at the 1993 
Calgary Conference with the award of Hon
orary President of the Federation for his 
dedicated work over many years for the Burns 
movement. 

Apart from being a member of Allanton 
jolly Beggars, he was a Past President of the 
Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs and 
its Secretary for a number of years. He 
represented the Lanarkshire Association on 
the Executive of the Burns Federation for 
many years and was a very active organiser 
and worker at the two very successful Confer
ences held in Motherwell. Tom 's hobbies 
include photography and caravanning and 
in his ~pare' time he organised and built the 
Cairn at Covington Mains which commemo
rates the Poet's visit to that part of Lanark
shire while en route to Edinburgh in 1786. 

PETERJ. WESIWOOD 
First entered the Burns Federation in 

1985 when he was c()-{)pted to the Executive 
Committee to fill the post of Publicity Officer. 

From the beginning, his energy, drive 
and imagination impressed all. He was the 
moving force behind the publication of the 
'Burnsian'. He later assumed the responsi
bility of Editor of the 'Burns Chronicle". 
Peter is constantly active in devising ways of 
publicising and furthering the aims of the 
Federation. His commemorative envelopes, 
the proceeds of which he donates to the Fed
eration, have become collectors' items for 
many Burnsians. His artistic printing work 
has been used to the advantage of many 
Clubs, as well as to the Federation. From 
being a newcomer to the Burns world in 
1985, he has become a household word to 
Burns Clubs and Burnsians throughout the 
world. A keen philatelist, he was recently 
awarded the McConnel Medal for his sero
ices to philately in Scotland. In his spare 
time, he also collects postcards on the theme 
of Robert Burns and later this year, will 
publish a book on the subject- 'The Deltiology 
of Robert Burns'. It is appropriate that the 
Federation has acknowledged his efforts by 
conveying its highest honour, that of Honor
ary President, which was initimated at the 
1993 Calgary Conference. 



200 CLUB 1993 - 1994 
I am disappointed that I have only sold 183 Shares for this year. I am however grateful to those who 

purchased the 183 shares. Thank you for your support. A cheque for £1000 was handed over to Past. 

Pres. Donald Urquart Convenor of Finance at the March 1994 E.C. Meeting. The following are the prize 

winners in the period to March 1994: 

£125 
Leicester Cal. Soc. 
H. Hutchison, Dover 

£30 
Lanarkshire Assocn. 
Southern S.C.B. Ass. 
Noel Dinwiddie 

£1875 paid out so far this year. 
2 more draws to take place for 
£245 of prizes. 

F. Sandeman, Dumfermline 

£20 
Corra Barrey, Canada 
Ayrshire Association 
Gordon Grant, Edinburgh 
Derby Sc. Assocn. & Bums 
Club 
B. McKirgen, Glasgow 
Jean Annesley, Belfast 
Eliz. Train, Lanarkshire 
Southern S.C.B. Ass. 

Jim Robertson, York 
AC. Layhe, York 
A Stewart, Scarborough 
Moira Dunsmore 
Greta & Bill Champion 

£10 
Jim Parnam, Leeds 
James Marsh, Belfast 
Salsburgh Bums Club 
Noel Dinwiddie 
Murdo Morrison, J.V.P. 
Bill Beaton, Canada 
Mr. & Mrs. F. McLeod, 
Buckie 
J. G. Ferguson, Stirling 

SHARES 
£12 EACH 

OVERSEAS MEMBERS 

PLEASE PAY BY 

BANKER'S DRAFT 

IN 

STERLlNG 

Subscriptions for the 1994 - 1995 year are due in June 1994. Please encourage your Members to 

subscribe and help me sell all 200 shares. I will contact each subscriber who pays by Bank Standing 

Order as the account is now a Giro bank account to save on bank charges. If anyone wants to pay by 

Bank Standing Order, please contact me for a form. 

I would be grateful for stamped addressed envelopes with subscriptions. 

Many thanks for your support. 

JIM CAMPBEU., West View, 6 School lane, Upper Poppleton, YORK Y02 6JS 

BRITISH STEEL SUPPORT 
FOR SCHOOLS COMPETITION 

Convenor of the Secondary Schools Competition, Bob Dalziel, who has been looking for sponsors 

for the Secondary Schools Competition, has met with some success. 

British Steel's Julian Melchett Trust have donated £500 towards Bob's appeal. The Trust was 

established by British Steel in 1974 to perpetuate the memory of the late Lord Melchett, its first 

Chairman. Its purpose is to give financial support to charitable causes. It has made over 2,000 grants, 

totalling over £1 million to a wide range of such causes. 

The Burns Federation, through its Executive Member Bob Dalziel, thank the Trust for this most 

generous donation. 
Applications for grants should be sent to the following: British Steel pie, Ravenscraig Works, 

Motherwell MLl lSW. 
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YORK SOCIE1Y'S CENTENARY DINNER 
Pictured above:- From left to right - President Eileen and Jim Robertson, Hazel and Junior Vice-President 
of the Federation Murdo Morrison ("Immortal Memory"). Below from left to right - The Mayor of York, 
President Eileen (Addressing the Haggis) with husband Jim looking on in approval. 

BURNS ON CD 
With reference to the article on Page 60 of the 

February 1994 issue of The Burnsian, Outi 
Pickering from Finland has written to say that 
Bumsians might like to know that in 1993 she 
purchased a Compact Disc on the 'Love Songs of 
Robert Bums' sung by Shoshana Shay, from 
Thistle Rose Productions, 2337 PhilmontAvenue, 
Suite 105, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006, USA 
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RESTORATION AT 
MAUCHUNE 

It was reported to the Bums Industry Group 
by the Cumnock & Doon Valley Representative 
that subject to formal agreement with the Bums 
Museum (Mauchline) Trust Ltd. (now being 
sought) work will proceed on the restoration of 
Dr. Mackenzie's House and Nanse Tinnock's 
Tavern. 
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BURNS 

AND 

SCOTLAND 

L 0 N D 0 N: 

}ARND\ICE 

We are pleased to announce the publication of Burns and Scotland, a 
catalogue of almost 900 books for sale, the great majority published before the 

year 1900. 

The catalogue includes the collection of Professor Robert Dewar, editor of 
Roherr Bums, Poetry and Prose : early and important editions of Burns, ·other 
Scots poets. and anthologies of traditional songs and poems. Many of the books 

contain Dewar's pencil annotations. 

In addition to the Dewar collection. the catalogue has been expanded as a Scots 
Literary Miscellany: there are important sections on John Galt & Sir Walter 
Scott and later authors such as Robert Buchanan. James Grant, Robert Louis 

Stevenson and R.M.Ballantyne. 

Please write lo receive your copy of Burns and Scotland enclosing cheque 
for £5.00 (or equivalent) which will be deducted from any purchases 
subsequently made from the catalogue. We accept Visa & Mastercard. 

JARNDYCE is the leading antiquarian bookseller specialising in the 
18th & I 9th Centuries and publishes six catalogues every year including The 

Charles Dickens Catalogue, The Museum - I 9thC Miscellany, The Romantics, 
Books & Pamphlets 1600-1800, Plays & The Theatre , Novels.as wel I as 
individual author catalogues and a series on I 9thC publishers' bindings. 

46 Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury (opp. British Museum), London WCI 

Fax: 071 436 6544 Telephone: 071 631 4220 
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CONGRATUIATIONS WIILIE WASTLE 
Site of Linkumdoddie (2 miles south of 

Broughton on the A701). It is now almost 3 years 

since the local authority agreed to restore to its 

position the direction sign to the site. The post on 

the highway verge of the A701 marked this and it 

had been removed. The existing sign was recov

ered by Mr. Robert Kay, proprietor of the Crook 

Inn, and re-erected by him for which we are in

debted. It should be noted that in Mr. Mackay's 

recent biography the location is unfortunately 

printed as being on the A702. Further details are 

obtainable in the Scots Magazine January 1994, 

issue. 

THE RESTORATION OF 
TIBBIE'S BRIG 

Wee/ kent Burnsians JEAN and TOM FREW have 

for many years given loyal service to the Boy Scout 

Movement, and recently Tom attended a function at 

Windsor where he was presented with the Move

ment's coveted Silver Acorn. At the same venue two 

years previous Jean also received the Silver Acorn, a 

unique double indeed and equally justified. 

The Muirkirk Community Council's appeal 

has been favourably received by the Federation's 

Memorials Committee who agreed that the sum of 

£200 be awarded for a worthwhile memorial asso

ciated with the Poet's life and works. The Ayrshire 

Association have agreed to provide £50 and any 

further donations should be addressed to the 

Tibbie's Brig Appeal, c/o Mr. Jim Higgins, 53 

Main Street, Muirkirk. 

84 

IRVINE BURNS CLUB 
Visit the Club Museum at Well wood, 

28A Eglinton Street, Irvine 

(OPEN 2-4.30 p .m. MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY. SATURDAY) 

(lst APRIL TO lst SEPTEMBER) 

See the Irvine Collection of Original Burns Manuscripts, the pencil 

drawing of the Bard by Naysmith, our beautifully bound copy of the 

KilmarnocK Edition, the original oil painting 'Burns in Edinburgh, 

1787, by Charles M. Hardie, A.R.S.A., the priceless collection of holo

graph letters, the Burns Mural and many other treasures. 

Irvine was in the vanguard of the Agricultural and Industrial 

Revolution and the Royal Burgh Museum gives an insight into the 

town's history and its attraction to the Bard to become a Flax Dresser 

during the formative period of his life. 

Enquiries to: 
George Watson. Honorary Secretary, Irvine Bums Club. Well wood. 28 

Eglinton Street. Irvine. Tel: 0294 74511(Club)0294 217203 (Secretary) 



N.A.A.F.B. CONFERENCE 
Dear Fellow Bumsian: 

The Robert Bums Club of Milwaukee is happy to announce that the 14th Annual Conference of the 
North American Association of Federated Bumsians will convene in the Milwaukee area this Summer. 

Please make your plans now to join us and other Bumsians here July 29 through 311994. We have 
made reservations at Carroll College in the suburban city ofWaukesha which is a just a short drive from 
downtown Milwaukee. All activities and lodging will be in New Hall. 

Reservations have been made for 88 single/double occupancy rooms in New Hall which was 
constructed in the late 1980's. These rooms are air conditioned, with one bath for every two adjoining 
rooms. Parking is adjacent to that site. 

Waukesha is a two hour drive from Chicago; six hours from Minneapolis and nine hours from 
Detroit, so you can plan a trip before or after the Conference. 

Other events of interest in this area at the time of our Conference are Gerrnanfest, which is held in 
downtown Milwaukee on the shore of Lake Michigan. If you are an aviation buff, the Experimental 
Aircraft Association will hold its internationally famous fly-in from July 28th through August 3rd at 
Oshkosh, al 1/2 hour drive from Waukesha. Should you come here the previous week-end, you could 
take in another ethnic festival in Milwaukee - the annual Festa Italiana. Milwaukee is also home to an 
outstanding Natural History Museum and zoo, The Mitchell Park Domes for flower lovers and Miller 
Brewery, which is open for touring. 

There is much to do in our area, so please join us at the Conference. If you plan to attend, or would 
like more information, please contact our secretary: 

Wendy Wilson Yours aye, 
4125 W. Cherrywood Lane, 
Brown Deer, WI 53209 

· IAN DAY, President 
Robert Bums Club of Milwaukee. 

fnl BAIRD & STEVENSON LTD. 
~ QUARRYMASTERS 

SUPPLIERS OF 

LOCHARBRIGGS RED SANDSTONE 

USED IN 

~ 

BURNS HOUSE, Dumfries ~··~~Ji.! 
BURNS CENTRE, Dumfries -.W· .. -· 

BURNS MONUMENT, Kay Park, Kilmarnock 
BURNS MUSEUM, Castle Street, Mauchline 

I.ADY STAIRS HOUSE, Edinburgh 

"There architecture's noble pride, Bids elegance and splendour rise " 
Address to Edinburgh, R. Burns, 1786. 

LOCHARBRIGGS, DUMFRIES DGl lQS. TELEPHONE 0387 710237 FACSIMILE 0387 711016 
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Above:- President John Morrison with 
Honorary President George Mudie, 
Coventry. Below: Bob Cleland 
presenting President John with two 
rosebowls on behalf of the Motherwell 
United Services Club and the Tam o' 
Shanter Club, Coventry. The trophies to 
be competedforin the National Schools 
Competitions. 
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£1000 
CHEQUE 

FROM200 
CLUB 

Federation Past President Donald 
Urquhart receiving a cheque for £1000 
from the 200 Club Organiser, Past Presi
dent Jim Campbell. 



CANDID 
CAMERA 
AT 
COVENTRY 
EXECUTIVE 
MEETING 
Top right: Jim Mollison 

and Mrs. Mollison. 

Centre: George Mudie, 

Maurice Rattigan and 

Anne Gaw. Below: 

Derek ]ones, Francis 

Highway, Sandy 

McAlister, the Howff 

Room M.C., and 

Winnie Laing. In the 

background Past 

President Jim 

Campbell. 



Top table group at the Perth Burns Club's annual Dinner held in the Salutation Hotel. Back row: Michael 

Kidd (Vice President), John Smith ('Immortal Memory'), Donald Paton (Secretary), Stewart Gallacher 

(The Lasses). Front row: Beth Kidd, Maureen Young (Reply to The Lasses) , Arthur Bruce (President) Jean 
Bruce and Wilma Head. 

President EdwardMcCue of the Benidorm Burns Club welcoming Les and]ean]eavons to the annual Burns 
Supper. 

I OBITUARY I 
CHARUE KELMAN 

During February after battling bravely against 

cancer since September, Charlie Kelman died in 
his sleep at the age of 68. Born and bred as a 
"Buchanhaven loon" Mr. Kelman lived in the 
Clerkhill area for many years, later residing at the 
town's Frank Jack Court. Educated at the North 
School, Mr. Kelman was a foreman at the town's 
gas works prior to building up his own plumbing 

and central heating business. He started the com
mittee for the aged and infirm in the town, and was 
also a founder member of the Peterhead masonic 
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lodge. A great sporting man, he played for 
Buchanhaven Hearts in his early years, but his 

greatest passion was for the game of golf. Widely 
known in Scottish golfing circles he was a past 
captain of the town's golf club and was the current 

vice-president. Mr. Kelman was made an honor
ary life patron of the Scottish Professional Golf 
Association for his services to the sport, and al
though he gave up playing the game several years 

ago, he still retained a keen interest in setting up 
various competitions including the Buchan Sen
iors. But perhaps his greatest achievements were 
made through his knowledge and love of the 

works of Robert Bums. Not only a member of the 
Peterhead Bums Club, Mr. Kelman was also the 
Bums Federation's representative for the North 

East of Scotland. He is survived by a son, Charles, 
daughter, Maureen and four grandchildren. 



Top table guests and friends pictured at the Kilmarnock Grange Academy Burns Supper. The 'Immortal 
Memory' was proposed by Federation President John Morrison. 

Pictured at the Pontefract and District Caledonian Society's Burns Supper. Back row: P/President Andy 
Kidd, ?/President Tom Cumming, Jim Campbell, Mike Sutcliffe and President David McKendrick. Front 

row: Ann Cumming, Secretary, Mrs. McKendrick, Jean Campbell, Betty Kidd and Jean Sutcliffe. 

Above: Top table and artistes at the Kilmarnock Burns Club's celebration dinner. The 'Immortal Memory' 
was Proposed by Bill Barr (Front second from right), Toast to the Lasses by John Campbell (Front second 
from left) and the reply by Mrs. Leslie Wright (Front extreme left). President Joan McCall (Front Centre)· 
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26. PERIH BURNS CLUB. The president, Arthur 

Bruce, welcomed 90 members and guests to the Annual 

Dinner, held in the Salutation Hotel, Perth on January 22, 

1994. Among those attending were overseas guests from 

Canada - Jim and Liz Currie from Calgary and Wilma 

Head from Vancouver. The haggis was piped in by John 

Dickson, MBE and addressed by the president who also 

gave the Selkirk Grace and the Loyal Toast The toast to 

kindred Clubs and Caldonian Societies was given by club 

secretary Donald N. M. Paton. The "Immortal Memory" 

was proposed by John Smith of Coalsnaughton, an execu

tive member of the Burns Federation, who compared the 

life of Robert Burns with that of the great American 

president Abraham Lincoln. The address fully deserved 

the standing ovation which it received. A witty toast to 

The Lasses was proposed by Stewart Gallacher and re

ceived a sparkling response from Maureen Young. Sing

ers Fiona Brownsmith and Ron Harris were accompanied 

at the piano by Martin Neilson and musical selections 

were provided by Willie Lumsden (fiddle) and John 

Dickson (piper). Donald Paton gave his customary ren

dering of "Tam o' Shanter" and Lesley-Anne Dewar, who 

was the winner of the Archibald Memorial Quaich at the 

club's schools Festival in November, gave a delightful 

interpretation of "To a Louse". The vote of thanks to the 

Speakers and Artistes was proposed by the vice president 

Michael G. Kidd, and the artistes responded by leading 

the company in the singing of"The Star o' Robbie Burns". 

The evening ended with the traditional singing of "Auld 

Lang Syne". The club's annual St Andrew's Night was 

held in Dewars Rinks, Perth on November 27, 1993. The 

president, Arthur Bruce, proposed the toast to "The Pious 

Memory of St. Andrew" and the toast "Scotland" was 

proposed by immediate past president Frank Martin. 

Entertainment was by Whistledown, Anne Pack, Jim 

Imrie and Robert Hamilton. Music for dancing was pro

vided by Ian Anderson's Band. Despite a flu epedemic and 

adverse weather conditions, 45 pupils from schools 

throughout Perth and Kinross District took part in the 

club's seventh annual Schools Festival, held in the Saluta

tion Hotel, Perth on November 21, 1993. Monthly meet

ings were held from September to APril and the annual 

outing in June 1993 visited the Waltzing Waters at 

Newtonmore and the Landmark Highland Heritage Cen

tre at Carrbridge. Donald N. M. Paton 

42. STRA1HEARN BURNS CLUB. In January the 

club held its Annual Dinner in the Drummond Arms 

Hotel, Crieff. The Chairman for the evening was Presi

dent, Mr. Edgar Hunter, who welcomed 119 members 

and friends. The haggis was duly piped in by Club Piper, 

Mr. Peter Lowe, and the "chieftain" was ably addressed 

by Mr. Robert Shaw. An excellent meal was enjoyed by 

the company. After the interval and a raffle, the entertain

ment was begun in his inimitable fashion by member Mr. 

Bruce Wilson, who sang, and by Secretary Mr. Michael 

Kidd, suitably attired, who recited "Holy Willie's Prayer". 

The toast to the "Immortal Memory" was sensitively and 

sincerely proposed by Mr. Donald Paton, Past President 
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of Perth Burns Club. The toast to The Lasses was pro

posed with wit and aplomb by Mr. Alistair Anderson of 

Muthill, to which a hilarious ripost was delivered by Mrs. 

Liz Pool of Crieff. Further entertainment was provided by 

Mr. Ken Charleston and Mrs. Joan Rankin who, as 

Kilbrannan, sang robustly and had the audience singing 

along with them: an excellent foil to whom was the softer 

style of Mrs. Anne Pack from Inchture who enjoyed 

equally the collusion of the audience. A happy and enjoy

able evening was brought to a close by a Vote of Thanks 

from Mrs. Ina Lowe and the singing of" Auld Lang Syne". 

Prior to this, during the summer of 1993, Club members 

enjoyed excellent weather for their outing to Chatelherault 

and New Lanark, were richly entertained at a Scottish 

Evening in Crieff, and attended an evening of Poetry 

Reading in Ardvreck School. The AGM gave rise to no 

change in Office Bearers. Michael G. Kidd 

116. GREENWANlNG BURNS CLUB. The annual 

supper was held in Braco Village Hall on 4th February, 

1994 in which 84 members and guests attended. The 

Chairman, Jim Dawson welcomed the company. The 

haggis was piped in by Neil Bremner and addressed by 

Donald Gordon. The Chairman then announced a few 

minutes silence in respectfor Alistair Stewart who passed 

away recently and absent friends. Willie Morrison fol

lowed with the "Scot's Wa Hae" and "Nannys Awa." The 

Chairman then introduced the main speaker for the 

evening Mr. Andrew Mackie who gave us an excellent 

"Immortal Memory." After a short interval we had a song 

from Louis Pope after which Ronnie McGinlay gave us 

the Toast to the Lassies. Millar Long then followed with 

a song. The recitation "Tam o' Shanter" was given by 

Allan Telfer. The reply to the Toast to the Lassies was 

given by Davie McDonald. A song by Willie Morrison 

followed. Bum's Clubs the world o'er was given by Peter 

Scott. Another song by Millar Long followed. The Toast to 

the Club was given by Robert Muir and replied to by Kirk 

Gauld. Louis Pope then gave us a song which was fol

lowed by the vote of thanks for the artists and chairman 

from Harry McClellan d. The accompanist forthe evening 

was Louis Pope. 
197. WINNIPEG ROBERT BURNS CLUB.The affa

ble charm and teflon smooth transitions of President 

Myrna McRae did much to set the tone and the pace for 

the 102 guests at our 87th dinner celebration, held once 

again in the elegant Provencher Room of the Hotel Fort 

Gallery on January 25th, 1994. In his Toast to the "Immor

tal Memory", John Webster, late of Scotland and a past 

president of the St. Andrew's Society of Winnipeg opined 

that the British Romantic Movement owed much to Bums 

and enjoined us "to forgetthe nonsense written about him 

and appreciate the beauty of his genius for its own sake.• 

Ian Morton's response to Canada the Land We Live In 

invited us to clarify our individual notions off identity- on 

the national and personal levels. The formal program was 

further embellished by the delightful rendering of some 

Bums songs by soloist Norman Phillips and the recita

tions of club bard, Ishbel Turnbull. Carolee King 



360. TIIE LOCHEE BURNS CLUB. The Club held its 
annual Burns Supper on 27thJanuary 1994. The evening 
was enjoyed by all who attended. In fact, it was said to be 
one of the best Burns Nights held for some time. The 
evening began with the welcome by Club President Alex 
Markie after which the haggis made its entrance, carried 
bythel.adiesPresident,Ann Markie- (thisisthefirsttime 
Lochee has had a husband and wife as Presidents at the 
same time) and piped in by Pipe Major Ian Laird and 
addressed by Alistair Gowans. After a whole and hearty 
meal that was enjoyed by all, washed down with John 
Barleycorn or some other form of liquid to assist one in 
what lay ahead, the nicht continued with verses and song. 
The "Immortal Memory" by our chief guest John 
Brooksbank, his own composition in verse, the Toast to 
the lasses by David Taylor and replied to by May Adams, 
Neil Burns gave us a grand rendering of "Holy Wullie's 
Prayer" and Jim Kerr his version of "Tam O' Shanter". 
The evening continued with poems and verse and songs 
from Bertha O'Donnell, Nan McWilliams, Alistair 
McFarlane and John Strachan, backed by the music of 
Bruce Wallace on the accordian. The annual appeal on 
behalf of the Federation by the Vice President] .H. Strachan 
raised the sum of £90. John H. Strachan. 
458. STONEHAVEN (FATHERIAND) BURNS 
CWB. The Club has completed its 93/94 programme 
under the successful chairmanship of President Alfred 
Smith, ably assisted by a hardworking committee. The 
Supper held on January 19th was well attended and a most 
enjoyable evening ensued. The haggis borne by club 
member James McAllan was preceeded by piper Fiona 
Fotheringham and addressed by John Fraser, president 
of Aberdeen Burns Club. The company was entertained 
to an exciting"lmmortal Memory" given by local resident 
Eric Harper MBE. His knowledge, admiration and enthu
siasm for the Bard and his works shone through his 
delivery. John Greig gave an eloquent toast "fo the 
Lassies" which he interspersed with topical anecdotes, 
but his wife Dorothy, was equally eloquent in her reply, 
upholding the dignity of the Lassies with assuring author
ity. In his toast"Scotland Yet" Bill Ewing was forthright in 
his convictions that Scotland, having survived many 
upheavels in the past had the grit and determination to 
conquer any difficulties that may confront her in the 
future. The musical part of the evening was in the capable 
hands of Mrs. Gaye Slater and Tom Ewing, both en
thralled the company with their rendition of well chosen 
Bums songs. Derick McRobert was accompanist on the 
piano. Club secretary Mrs. Betty Petrie gave a short 
recitation whilst Vice President James Murdoch gave a 
toast "To Our Guests" to which Eric Harper gave a 
suitable reply. Two parties, one at Hallow'een and one at 
Christmas gave members a chance to relax and enjoy 
seasonal fare. An evening of Rainbow Whist was held in 
November and again in February when members of the 
public were encouraged to join in the game. The Annual 
General Meeting in March was well attended. Mrs. 
Marjvrie Leiper who had served on committee for thirty 
years decided to retire was thanked by the President for 
heryearsof service and presented herwith an Edinburgh 
crystal basket in appreciation of her work for the Club. 
The present office bearers and committee were re-elected 
to office with Mrs. K Cheese and Mrs. I. Cooper elected 
to fill existing vacancies on committee. Robert McLeod 

from Cupar, Fife, who was accompanied by Charles 
Kennedy, Immediate Past President of the Bums Federa
tion, entertained the company to a slide show depicting 
places in Ayrshire, Dumfriesshire and Kincardineshire 
with strong links with the Bums Family. A summer 
outing to Christies Garden Centre, Antiques and Musuem 
at Fochabers started out in rain but this did not dampen 
the enthusiasm of the members as they were rewarded 
with bright sunshine later on. Members are now planning 
their 94/95 programme and look forward to another 
successful season after a short summer break. 

Elizabeth Petrie 
566. THE SCOTTISH SOCIEIY AND BURNS CLUB 
OF AUSTRALIA. Our 55th Bums Supper was held in the 
Hilton International Hotel, Sydney Airport on 21 January 
when 122 Members and Guests attended. Our numbers 
were down this year, possibly due to the honific bush 
fires which surrounded Sydney just prior to our Supper. 
Nevertheless, a happy evening was enjoyed by all. All of 
the Toasts and readings were by our own Members, with 
the exception of the "Immortal Memory" proposed by 
Rev. Dr. David Inglis, former Minister of Scots Church in 
Sydney, now retired and living in New Zealand. Dr. Inglis 
chose for his theme, "Bums - the Extraordinary Man". 
We were also fortunate to have as our guest singer, Ms. 
Jean Kelso who entertained us with some beautiful Bums 
songs. Our Society continued to thrive during the year 
and the attendance at our monthly social meetings was up 
slightly. Our Programmes arranged by Mrs. Beatrice 
Debus, were varied and covered music, song, dance and 
film. We entertained a number of friends from our 
Kindred Societies at our Visitors' Night and again, our 
own Members were willing to help out as speakers at 
various Scottish functions during the year and assist 
during Scottish Week in November. The honific bush 
fires during January affected all ofus in some way, but we 
were all thrilled and delighted to learn our Patroness, 
Mrs. Jean London, had been awarded the Order of Aus
tralia Medal (OAM) in the Australia Day Honours. Jean, 
who has worked for the Scottish Community all her life, 
also received an Award from the Celtic Council of Aus
tralia. May Dickie. 
572. CHESTERCALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION. The 
annual Bums Dinner was held at the Queen Hotel, Ches
ter on 22nd January and was attended by 200 members 
and guests. The principal toast was proposed by Mr. 
Roderick MacDonald of Edinburgh. Professor Ronald 
Anderson proposed a toastto "The Land we live in," which 
was responded to by Cheshire County Councillor David 
Pickering. Member Rory Lea and Mr. Ronald Morrison of 
Motherwell sang Bums songs. During the evening a 
collection was taken up forthe Bums Houses atMauchline 
and £620.68 was collected. 
Other activities. A service for St. Andrew's Day was held 
in St. Andrew's Church and the President, Mr. Angus 
MacSween read one of the lessons. A Caledonian Ball in 
honour of St. Andrew's Day was held at the Grosvenor 
Hotel and a successful ceilidh took place at Rowton Hall 
Hotel in October. T. S. Lea. 
630. COALSNAUGHTON BURNS CLUB. Our 49th 
Annual Bums Supper was held in the Clubrooms on 22nd 
January, 1994. Chairman Mr. Hugh Smith welcomed 
members and guests. Selkirk Grace was said by Mr. 
Glenn Snaddon (McLag & Co.). The haggis was piped in 
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by Lawrence Thomson (assisted by Mrs. J. Cadden) and 

addressed by Mr. George Peebles (past president 

Coalsnaughton B.C.). The "Immortal Memory" was pro

posed by Tom Paterson (Alva Masonic). Toast tae the 

Lassies was given by Tom Weir (Wheatsheaf B.C.). Reply 

tae the Lassies was by Peter Lees (Wheatsheaf B.C.). 

Toast to Kindred Clubs was by John Pickles 

(Coalsnaughton Bums Club) and the Vote of thanks by 

Robert McGill, Vice President of the Club. Recitations 

Tam o' Shanter and Holy Willie were performed by Jas. 

Harrower, Jolly Beggars B.C. An excellent meal was laid 

on by Mr. & Mrs. J. Crawford and family helped by Robert 

Harrower. Music was by L Thomson and R Davidson 

(Kinross). Singers were Tom and John Hopton (Bow hill 

Peoples B.C.). John Pickles. 

726. ROBERT BURNS CLUB OF MELBOURNE 

INC. Our President, Mr. George McNaughton and his 

wife, Nessie, hosted a very enjoyable Christmas party in 

December, 1993. It was a happy evening with the Waverley 

Dancers leading carol singing and concluding with a fine 

supper. The Annual Statue Service on 23rdJanuary, 1994 

saw a larger group than usual and on a beautiful summer's 

afternoon, various speakers talked suitably of Robert 

Burns, his works and of life in his day. A picnic tea closed 

a super afternoon in Melbourne's glorious Fitzroy Gar

dens. Our 44th Annual Burns Supper was held on 25th 

March, 1994 in a new venue. 
803. BOWHILL PEOPLE'S BURNS CWB. The 

54th Annual Burns Supper of the Club was held in the 

Bowhill Gothenburg Supper Rooms on 29th January, 

1994. The capacity crowd was welcomed by the club 

President Robert Garmory. The haggis was piped in by 

Pipe Major Douglas Young. Poosie Nansie was Elizabeth 

Haxton and the 'Address to a Haggis' rendered by John 

Conway. James Ewan gave the Selkirk Grace. After the 

meal the evenings entertainment was begun in the tradi

tional way with "There was a lad" sung by KevinThmpson. 

Musical accompanist was Jimmy McGregor. The toast to 

"The Immortal Memory" of Robert Burns was given by 

David McNeil. The toast to "Peace and the People" by 

Chief Constable William Moodie and the toast to the 

"Lasses" by William Paul. The entire evenings entertain

ment was carried out by club members. "Tam o' Shanter" 

was rendered by Bob Shepherd and other songs or 

recitations were given by the following:- Jack McEwan, 

Bill Adie, Hugh Docherty, Bob Buchan, Jim Paterson, 

George Williamson.John Blarney, Sandy Scott.Jim Ewan, 

John Hopton, Norman Watters, Humphrey Every, Alex 

Abercrombie, Willie Anderson, Will Allsop, Mungo 

Grieve, Tom Hopton, Jim Kerr, Jim Mathew, Dave 

McDonald snr., George Barclay, Archie Abercrombie, 

AJexThomson, Alistair Cunningham and Dave McDonald 

jnr. A very enjoyable evening was brought to a close by 

the appreciation to the President by Wilf Allsop vice 

chairman B.P.B.C. followed in the traditional way by 

"Auld Lang Syne". The 12thAnnual Young People's Bums 

Supper was held in the Bowhill Go then burg Supper Rooms 

on 25th February, 1994. This event which is organised 

and sponsored by the Bowhill People's Burns Club is to 

help stimulate the interest of the children in the Cardenden 

and Lochgelly areas in the works of Robert Burns. The 

evenings programme of toasts and entertainment was 

carried out entirely by the young people. The children 

and parents were welcomed by Robert Garmory, the 

92 

president of the Bowhill People's Burns Club who then 

handed over to the vice president Wilf Allsop who con

ducted the evenings proceedings. The haggis was piped 

in by local young piper Brian McEwan, Poosie Nansiewas 

Wendy Russell and the haggis was addressed by Jennifer 

Sharp. The toast to "The Immortal Memory" of Robert 

Burns was given by Emma Bell. Club pianist Jimmy 

McGregor accompanied the singers and during the 

evening songs and recitations were given by the following 

youngsters:- Wendy Russell, Susie Kean, Laura O'Brien, 

JillAnderson, Sara Cooney, Darren Deas, Terry Reynolds, 

Christy Thompson, Claire Christie, Linsey Shaw, Jason 

Roseweir, Laura Young, Emma Bell, Hamaira Ali, Jenni 

Watters, Robert Morrison, Lorna McCarroll,Adele Farrell 

and Kerry Anderson. The evenings entertainment was 

brought to a close by a vote of thanks by Robert Garmory 

to Wilf Allsop and all who had helped to make it such 

another successful evening. This was followed in the 

traditional manner with the singing of Auld Lang Syne. 
T. Hopton 

826. ROBERT BURNS SOCIEIY OF CHARLOTIE, 

N.C. The Burns Society of Charlotte, North Carolina 

celebrated their 40th annual Nicht Wi' Bums at the 

Embassy Suites Hotel on January 29th. Some 150 

members and guests were in attendance to enjoy a lively 

evening of Scottish songs, piping and dancing, including 

an audience participation in the Gay Gordons. Master of 

Ceremonies was our outgoing President, John Turnbull 

along with his lovely wife, Netta, who are both native 

Scots. Highlights of the evening included a performance 

by William Caudill, who is in charge of the Scottish 

Heritage Institute at St. Andrews Presbyterian College in 

nearby Laurinburg, North Carolina, incidentally in Scot

land County. New officers of the Society are: R. 

MacDonald Piver, President, Hugh B. CampbellJr., Presi

dent Elect, David McMullen, Vice President, Andrew 

Nicholson, Secretary and Karen Nicholson, Treasurer. 

We are truly excited about the coming year and plan to 

have tents at the Grandfather Mountain Games, the 

W axhaw Games as well as the New Loch Norman Games, 

the very first games in the metro Charlotte/Mecklenburg 

area and about time too since the community was settled 

by Scots and Irish mostly from Pennsylvania. 
R. MacDonald Piver. 

915. CANTERBURY BURNS CLUB. Another enter

taining and successful Burns Supper was held on 21 

January, 1994, at which members and guests totalling 101 

attended. The "Address to the Haggis" was rendered by 

our very own member Willie Hunter who is very well 

known throughout Canterbury for performing this duty 

at the various Scottish Functions. The "Immortal Memory" 

was given by our Chaplain the Rev. Roger Millichamp. We 

were very privileged to have among our guests Joe and 

Phyllis Craig, from Milngavie, "Cross Keys" Burns Club, 

so who else should reply to the toast "To Our Guests", but 

Joe. Joe and Phyllis were the guests of Mrs. Norah Fryer, 

the widow of a much respected member John Fryer, who 

died April, 1993. Joe and John were school pals. Our 

President William Swarb rick, gave a very fine rendition of 

the "Star of Robbie Bums." Auld Syne brought a very 

enjoyable evening to a close. M. N. Hill 

944. AIAMO BURNS CLUB. The annual Burns Sup

per of the Club was held in the Alamo Lounge on January 

25th. A full attendance of members were entertained by a 



distinguished team of guest speakers, well known for 
their knowledge and portrayal of the works of our Na
tional Bard. The Great Chieftain o' the Pudden Race was 
ceremoniously piped in by Piper Greg Martin, and ad
dressed 'wi' muckle verve and vigour' by Mr. D. Dickie, -
our Reader for the evening. Following a very substantial 
supper, the "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Mr. Bill 
Richardson, President of the Erskine "Trusty Fiers" Burns 
Club, Bill is a retired Headmaster, but he required none 
of the old school-teachers' methods to have the best of 
attention from his audience at the "Alamo", - for his 
knowledge and rendering of the life and works of Robert 
Bums kept them enthralled from start to finish of his 
oration. The Toast tae the Lasses and The Reply, - given 
by Mr. A Hay, and Mr. P. Monaghan respectively, were 
rendered in the usual hilarious style of those two protago
nists of this part of a Bums Supper, and a selection of 
songs from Mr. A McCallum, and musical selections 
from Piper Greg Martin, and Accordionist Mr. Bobby 
Johnstone completed another first-rate "Nicht wi' Rab" at 
the "Alamo". The Annual General Meeting of the Club 
was held on Sunday 6th February at 7 .30 p.m., in the 
Alamo Lounge. This marked the end of President John 
Johnstone's term of office, and the election of Vice-Presi
dent Alex Thomson to the Presidency of the ·Alamo" 
Bums Club for the year 1994/95. Secretary Jim Fisher 
was re-elected on a unanimous vote: Mr. Harry McColl 
was elected Vice-President. On the 8th of October, 1993, 
eight members of the Club set out on a Highland Tour, 
visiting Perth, the Birks o' Aberfeldy, (not to be lightly 
attempted on a wet day wearing lounge suits and town 
shoes!!) Blair Castle, Killiecrankie, Drummossie Moor, 
Inverness, returning via Loch Ness, Glencoe, Ohan and 
Loch Lomond. As in past years, members of the "Alamo" 
Bums Club have had many invitations to attend Bums 
Suppers and similar functions in the district, and further 
afield, as Readers and Principal Speakers; we are hoping 
to encourage our younger members, and new members 
to carry on this feature of the Club. J. Fisher 
946. CALGARY BURNS CLUB. Our 18th Annual 
Banquet was held on January 25th at the Calgary Conser
vation Centre, with an overall attendance 380 member 
and guests. The programme opened with 'O, Canada' Jim 
Mclauglin and company followed by, Grace, and the 
Loyal Toast by Jim Christie, the Removes were given by 
Messrs. Girardau, Dundas, Wood and Fortune. Then a 
song by Terry Lauder, address to the haggis Trevor 
Ramage a song by Bob Terrier, followed by a poem, Kate 
o' Shanter by Ron Bud, to finish the lst half a song by Bob 
Ferrier and the Company. Opening the 2nd half, the 
Presidents Welcome by Terry Lauder. Greetings from 
the Patron Grant McEwan, then the "Immortal Memory" 
by Sheriff Irvine Smith. The wee man from the Isle of 
Bute was brilliant he fascinated the audience with his 
clear speech delivery and his humorous stories and anec
dotes, depicting his time on the Bench in the Glasgow 
Courts and also his knowledge of the Bards works. This 
was followed by entertainment from our own Calgary 
Fiddlers an entertaining Toast to the Lasses by Bob 
Young. To end the evening Holy Willie's Prayer by Jack 
Whyte an author and former member from Vancouver, 
then Auld Lang Syne by the Company. The week of the 
25th was a busy one for the club, a lot of our members 
performing at as many as 4 functions, assisting Rotary 

Clubs, Legions etc. A busy year for Calgary Bums with 
the hosting of the World Conference, so great to meet 
such nice people from all over the world. Hope to see you 
all in Sheffield. Andy Hay. 
1022. BIANEVAILEY BURNS CLUB. The Club has 
again enjoyed a busy and successful year. A recent inno
vation has been to have a Cheese and Wine Party with 
impromptu entertainment following on from the AGM. 
This led to the Club organising a full evening of organised 
entertainment later in the year. This "Scots Wha Hae" 
night featured local artistes including several youngsters 
who provided a high standard of musical talent. The 
evening was enjoyed by a capacity audience. On the 
theme of encouraging young people the Club again funded 
an outing to Alloway for the local school children and 
sponsored the childrens races at the Village Gala. Our 
Charity Folk Night featuring the McCalmans and the 
Stuart McKeown Ceilidh Band attracted 200 people and 
raised £650 for Strathcarron Hospice. Over the years the 
Club has now donated over £6,000 to local Charities. In 
January the Annual Supper again lived up to its high 
reputation. The Haggis was piped in by Alan MacDonald 
and addressed by Keith Hyam completing a family double 
as his wife Ella had performed this address a few years 
previous. The "Immortal Memory" was proposed by Fed. 
Past President Wilson Ogilvie in his own inimitable style. 
A witty Toast to the Lassies was given by Glasgow lawyer 
Tommy Gemmil and ably replied to by local resident Sue 
Rand. Recitations were given by Club members Dennis 
Pattenden and Murray O'Donnell with songs from Janice 
Allan and John Smith accompanied by David Simpson 
who had received an MBE in the New Years Honours. 
Gordon Posnettgave a VoteofThanks. The whole evening 
was chaired by President John McEwan. Brian Crofts 
1040. SCOTS WHA HAE, COWDENBEATH. Yet 
again, the Club has had a very successful Bums Season. 
As a Club we have put on five Burns Suppers in F'tfe and 
Perthshire outwith our own on the 4th of February. 
Congratulations must be given to a relatively new mem
ber into our Club and the Bums Movement on delivering 
his first and excellent "Immortal Memory" at Glenfarg. 
As individuals we took part in another 14 Bums Suppers 
including one at the Failford Inn - next to the Highland 
Mary Monument. We are now preparing for our lOth 
Anniversary next year with all the relevant celebrations. 

Torn Hutton. 
1070. THE ROBERT BURNS CLUB OF 
MILWAUKEE. OnJanuary 29th, Club members Bill and 
Phoebe Olson held a Bums Supper on Washington Is
land, Wisconsin. They used a series of three posters to 
advertise the event, starting with "Who is this Man?" -
(picture of Bums). "What does he mean to Washington 
Island?" 47 people attended the supper. More planned 
to make it, but the "blast o' Januar' win'" froze part of the 
lake and the normal 25 minute ferry trip took 7'h hours. 
A homemade haggis was served at the meal. On January 
31st the Club worked with a theatre group at the Univer
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Future actors were inter
ested in hearing Scottish accents, learning Scottish words 
and immersing themselves in Scottish history, food and 
culture in order to create more believable characters on 
the stage. Marcia Alexander showed up in her MacEwan 
kilt and brought homemade shortbread, oatmeal crack
ers and haggis. She sang Bums and Scottish folk songs 

93 



~-

and brought a friend, Fran Scott, who is involved in 

international (including Scottish) folk dancing. Ian Day 

perfonned and translated "Auld Lang Syne" and" Address 

to the Haggis". Sherwin Kader and Priscilla Kucik 

brought Strathspey cake, tartan cake and tablet and 

answered questions on Scottish history and legends. 

Diane Jones donated tapes of Bums songs, bagpipe mu

sic and Scottish songs to the theatre library. The 514 hour 

presentation to two classes earned the Club free tickets to 

upcoming productions. Due to fundraising efforts of the 

Milwaukee St. Andrews Society and the Robert Burns 

Club of Milwaukee, much-needed restoration and clean

ing of the Bums statue on Knapp and Prospect Streets will 

begin this Summer. The Club is sponsoring the 14th 

Annual Conference of NAAFB (North American Associa

tion of Federated Burnsians) on July 29, 30 and 31 at 

Carroll College in Waukesha, Wisconsin. Infonnation is 

available from Wendy Wilson, 4125 W. Cherrywood Lane, 

Brown Deer, WI 53209-1003 U.SA Entertainment will 

include the Billy Mitchell Pipe Band, Caledonian dancers 

and more. The Club has 31 paid and active members. 
Priscilla J. Kucik. 

1084. BENIDORM BURNS CLUB FEDERATION. 

The highlight of this year's supper was the return visit of 

Les and Jean Jeavons who 5 years previously had been 

guests of honour when Les presented our president 

Edward McCue with our Federation Charter. In a fine 

address, Les paid tribute to the progress and well being of 

Club No.1084 and the world-wide popularity of the works 

of Robert Burns. Contributions during the enjoyable 

event were given by Frank Mellor, Cyril Ward, George 

Cunningham, Betty McCue, Les Jeavons, David Barker 

and Eddie McCue. 
1090. IRVINE ROYAL ACADEMY BuMNS CLUB. 

The Club has had a busy session, which includes enter

taining at several Burns Suppers and Burns Lunches. A 

special occasion this session was the West Sound Bums 

Supper in Glasgow on January 15, when our President, 

Carrie Wilson, was invited to address the Haggis. Carrie 

was the highest placed Verse-Speaker in the competition 

for the West Sound Rosebowl. The Club would like to take 

this opportunity publicly to congratulate Carrie and to 

thank her for the sterling work she has done for the Club 

over the past two years. A highlight of this year's activities 

was the School's own Burns Supper, where the pupils 

rendered the Editor Peter Westwood speechless when 

they made him an honorary member of the Club in 

recognition of his services to The Bums Federation and 

his encouragement of young people generally. This year's 

other Honorary Member is Neil Conway, who was a 

founder member of the Club and has now gone off to 

study at the University of Stirling. A milestone in the 

Club's development was reached at Motherwell on Fel>

ruary 12, when the pupils provided, for the first time, the 

entire programme of speeches, readings, songs and mu

sic without involving any people from outside the Club. So 

successful were they that they have been invited back to 

Motherwell next year. 
1096. SCOTilSH SOCIEIY OF SANTA BARBARA. 

The Society held its 30th Annual Celebration of the 

birthday ofRobert Bums on January 22, 1994, at the Fess 

Parker Resort Hotel in Santa Barbara, California with a 

company of two hundred members and guests attending. 

The evening festivities began as guests were piped into 
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the ballroom by the Los Angeles and District Pipe Band. 

Chieftain Henryk Mine and his lady, Cathie, were piped in 

by Robert Guthrie. Chieftain Mine welcomed everyone 

and introduced Robert McNeel, Master of Ceremonies 

for the evening. The supper continued along traditional 

lines. The Ad dress To The Haggis was given by Ed Miller, 

well known Scottish entertainer who later in the program 

delighted guests with a variety of Bums Songs and Scot

tish ballads. Dr. Henryk Mine delivered the "Toast To 

The Immortal Memory", Ken Chisholm toasted The 

Lasses, and Response to the Lads was given by Margaret 

Chisholm. The concert after dinner and at the conclusion 

of the evening by the Pipe Band, together with the Songs 

of Robert Burns by Ed Miller, and demonstration of 

Scottish Country Dancing by the Santa Barabara Scottish 

Country Dancers, Dance Mistress Donna Pinckney, 

brought this successful evening to a close as everyone 

joined hands for "Auld Lang Syne". Apart from our cel

ebration of the Birthday of Robert Bums, we had pro

grams through the year on several Bumsian topics, 

namely: (a) A report on the Annual Conference of The 

Bums Federation in Calgary, Canada, attended by Chief

tain Henryk Mine and his wife, Cathie. (b) Wha's Wha in 

Bums: A Visit tae Auld Kirkyards (with slides). (c) Was 

Robert Burns the author of the "Selkirk Grace" and of 

"Auld Lang Syne?" Margaret Chisholm 

1105. THE NEPEAN DISfRICT ROBERT BURNS 

CLUB. May I commence by wishing all a very belated -

best wishes for a happy and prosperous 1994. W'ell we did 

have a very hot summer and terrible bush fires all around 

us this year, fortunately none of us have suffered any loss 

or damage. We have had no changes to our office bearers 

this year, our elections are held bi-annually. We have 

gained some new members and a few have dropped out, 

so our numbers in membership are now 53. The hall we 

use for all our functions, except our Burns Supper, is by 

the generosity of the Returned Services Club in Penrith, 

is still allowed to us rent free. This has allowed us to return 

a small profit each year since we formed the Club three 

years ago, as well as to make small charitable donations. 

Here in Sydney we have a strong Scottish Community 

who circulate a lot socially, although as with most associa

tions our problem is getting the young ones interested. 

We would welcome any suggestions you may have in that 

area. Our Bums Supper this year was held on 28January. 

Ninety seven members and guests attended and enjoyed 

a sit down three course meal. Our haggis was piped in by 

Les Home and addressed by our President Mr. Bill Tait. 

Allan Summers our past President gave the "Immortal 

Memory". Our Aussie Treasurer gave the toast to the 

Lassies, but we got our own back when he was roasted by 

Mrs. Wilma Boyd our guest from the Blue Mountains 

Scottish society. Stuart Pearson played a selection of 

songs by Robert Bums for community singing. Singing 

and dancing went on till the wee sma hoors. Unfortu

nately none of our members will be in Sheffield this year, 

but some of us all being well will be in Dumfries in 1996. 

To those who Margaret Mclauchlin and I met in Calgary 

in 1993, thanks for a wonderful experience and- if any of 

you find your way out here my address is in the list of 

Burns Club Secretarys. I. McAulay 

1108. THE SCOTilSH SOCIE"IY OF JERSEY. "Our 

Society, which was formed in 1928, now celebrates Bums 

Night at two functions. On the 29th January, 175 mem-



bers and guests attended the Grand Hotel, St Belier, and 
enjoyed a very entertaining evening. The President lain 
Blair dispatched the Haggis using a knife which seems to 
get bigger with every Address. The Toast to the lasses 
was given by George Baird, States Treasurer (he signs all 
our bank notes), and the lasses' corner was ably defended 
by Jean Addis. Their excellent speeches were given added 
poignancy by the fact that they were getting married the 
following week! In a break from tradition, a formal Immor
tal Memory was done away with, but no less a tribute was 
paid to the poet as his life and work were evidenced by 
renditions of his songs and poetry. Society members 
Dave Stuart and Gordon Brown sang with great gusto, 
and a lighter touch was provided by Tracey Stewart, a 
guest from Aberdeen. Past President lain Macleod gave 
us a Burns medley on the pipes, and David McEwan 
recited excerpts from Burns poetry. The evening was 
rounded off by several hours of vigorous dancing to Ross 
McPhearson on the accordion, a regular visitor to the 
island from Oban. Not content with one night's celebra
tion, on the 25th February we held our 6th Gentlemen's 
Burns Supper at the Victoria Club. 63 men were nursing 
a hangover the following day! In a traditional evening, 
Past President Ian Meiklejohn took the chair, and the 
Toast to the Immortal Memory was given by our hon
oured guest Professor David Purdie, who will be well 
known to many of you. This was an outstanding Toast 
which entertained and educated us all. Royan Ellis pro
posed the Toast to our Guests, and later in the evening 
gave a faultless rendition of "Tam--0'-Shanter". The re-

sponse on behalf of the Guests was made by Senator 
Vernon Tomes (a senior member of our local parliament). 
There was much singing, piping and carousing till the wee 
small hours. David Purdie joins a well known list of 
Honoured Guests who have come to the island to propose 
the Immortal Memory, including Neil Fisher, David 
Tmdall, CliffBotcherby,Andrew Boyle, and Sheriff Irvine 
Smith. Their contributions to our evenings have been 
immeasurable, and the Gentlemen's Supper is now a 
regular date in our Society calendar." Iain Blair. 
1788. 1HE ROBERT BURNS WDGE OF DUN
DEE. The Lodge held its Burns Supper on the 5th 
February 1994-the R W. Master Bro. FrankSandilands in 
the Chair. The haggis was piped in by Bro. Bill Kidd and 
carried aloft by Bro. Colin Stewart and addressed by Bro. 
Jack White. After Grace, the meal was served in good'ly 
proportions and thereafter the evening continued with 
the "Immortal Memory" by Bro. John Brooksbank and 
the Toast to the lasses by none other than Bro. William 
Burns (no relation). Bro. Alistair Gowans Sen. recited the 
"Epistle to a Yo_ung Friend" and Bro. Bob Melvile, "Holy 
Willie's Prayer", Bro.AlisterGowansJnr. "Tam o' Shanter". 
The Toast to the visitors was by Bro. John Strachan and 
was replied to by Bro. Jim Turner, Burns Lodge Initiate, 
Edinburgh. The singers were Bros. Colin Stewart, 
Charles McGiveney, John Strachan, William Burns and 
Alex Campbell, accompanist Charles Milne. The toast to 
the artistes was by Bro. Jim Hawke and Bro. Alex 
Campbelll, the Director of Ceremonies. 

John H. Strachan. 

WANTED: ONE ROBERT BURNS! 
Gatehouse of F1eet Bums Club plan to supply a suitable historical tableau to the exhibition area of 

the Mill on The Fleet visitor centre for display during the town's Bi-centenary year in 1995 and also to 
commemorate the Bard's Bicentenary year in 1996. 

The Club is in search of a lifesize model of Bums which may be in store somewhere and not in use. 
A seated model would be preferable but not essential - and a model in poor state of repair would also be 
of great interest. Any terms would be considered - loan, or hire or purchase. Please contact: George 
McCulloch, 4 Carney's Comer, Gatehouse ofF1eet, Castle Douglas. DG7 2HW. Tel. & Fax.: 0557 814030. 

QUEENSIAND'S MACKAY AND DISTRICT 
BURNS NIGHT 

About 150 people attended Mackay and Dis
trict Robert Bums Society's sixth annual Bums 
supper with a traditional program which included 
a toast to the haggis, music by the Mackay Pipe 
Band and a Scottish menu. 

Arranged by the Mackay and District Bums 
Society and president Mr. Jim Fullerton, the night 
consisted of the traditional Scottish menu includ
ing scotch broth, roastit stirk (roast beef) and 
champit tatties (mashed potatoes). 

Dr. Bill Boyd offered a toast after the Selkirk 
Grace, which was delivered by Bessie Hogg. 

The arrival of the haggis, a sheep's paunch 

stuffed with the minced heart and tongue of a 
sheep, was accompanied by music from the Mackay 
Pipe Band. 

Dr. Iain Mathewson, Iain "Toby" Watson and 
Don Wait took part in the ceremony. 

Jim Mackay proposed the toast to Robbie 
Bums and former society president Stan Young 
toasted the lassies with a response from Mary 
Crichton. 

The evening's entertainment included songs 
from Sylvia Heidemann, accordionist Rhonda Bates 
and dancers from the Ceilidh Dance Studio and 
International Dance Affair. 

S. C. Young 
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WIN a FREE 
PARIS WEEKEND FOR 2 

BY THE LUCK OF THE DRAW 

TO BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 1 Oth 1994 
AT THE BURNS FEDERATION CONFERENCE, 

SHEFFIELD 

The names of all individual members af the Burns Federation in good standing, on September 

7th 1994, will automatically be entered , in addition the name of each member who recruits 

a new member, will be entered for each new member recruited and is open to U.K. residents 

only. 

TO ASSURE PROPER CREDIT YOU MUST COMPLETE THE FORM BELOW 

The prize includes a two night Paris travel weekend for two persons in 3 star accommodation 

with fligh ts from any local airport - must be taken in 1994, subject to availability and excludes 

Bank Holidays, Christmas and New Year weekend . 

THE AWARD MADE POSSIBLE BY THE KIND GENEROSITY OF A.T. MAYS 

TRAVEL AGENTS CARLSON TRAVEL NETWORK. 

Burns Federation, Dick Institute, Elmbank Avenue, Kilmarnock. KA 1 3EU . 

I wish to enroll as a member of the Burns Federation 

Tel. No.: ----------------------------

NEW _____ _ RENEWING __ _ FEE ENCLOSED£ 12.00 

Cheque made payable to the Burns Federation and sent to the above address. 

Recruited by: 

Name -----------------------------

Address ____________________________ _ 

Tel. No.: ----------------------------

Solway Offset Services Ltd., 11 Catherinefield Ind. Estate, Heathhall , Dumfries. 




