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A Toast to
Robert Burns
Over 150 years ago when most whisky was produced illicitly to avoid 
tax in Scotland, Arran was reputed to make the best illicit whisky in the 
country. The last distillery on the island ceased production in 1837.

 The dream of a new distillery on Arran became reality in June 1995 
when the stills of Scotland’s newest distillery, situated amongst the 
beautiful scenery of Lochranza, delivered their first spirit.

 Ten years on Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd continues to go from strength 
to strength, and are very proud to be a Patron of the Robert Burns 
World Federation. The company is the only distillery in the world 
authorised by the Robert Burns World Federation to produce a whisky 
under the name of our National Poet.

 Alongside their award-winning portfolio of whisky products, they offer 
a Robert Burns Blended Whisky, a Robert Burns Malt Whisky and three 
limited edition Deluxe Blends - what better way to toast the Bard this 
winter!

 Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd are very pleased to offer readers of the 
Burns Chronicle a 10% discount on all regular products through their 
Mail Order department. Internet users can enter the following code 
into their web basket to enjoy their discount. This code can be used 
for web, phone, email and postal orders and is valid until the end of 
January 2006 - taking in both the festive season, and the January Burns 
celebrations.

 Don’t delay... Order Today!!
Web: www.arranwhisky.com  E-mail: matt.edwards@arranwhisky.com

Phone: 01786 431902

Post: Matt Edwards, Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd, Enterprise House,
Springkerse Business Park, Stirling. FK7 7UF.

Discount code: robertburns

We regret that due to strict customs regulations that they are unable to despatch orders to 
all countries, please contact them for further information.
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THE BEST LAID SCHEMES!
ON hearing of my intended retiral as 

Editor of the Chronicle which I indicated 
at the Annual General Meeting in Ayr, 
I take this opportunity of thanking all 
those who wished me well in my retiral. 
To those who asked me to re-consider, 
after consultation with the Board where a 
number of proposals were put to me I have 
decided to carry on for the time being, and 
look forward to your support.

With a view to creating further interest 
in the Chronicle within the membership, 
TWO FREE COPIES of this issue will 
be sent to every Federated Club for 
distribution, in the hope of attracting new 
subscribers.

Your attention is drawn to the article 
on Page 26 “A Defence of Robert Burns”. 
I had the good fortune of reading this 
personal letter from James Gray (Master of 
the High School, Dumfries) to the Poet’s 
brother Gilbert. Gray was a close friend of 
the Poet particularly during his last years in 
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President: Major (Rtd) John C. Paterson
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Dumfries, in fact was with him a few days 
before he died.  He concludes his letter as 
follows:- “I shall deem it the proudest work of 
my life, if my feeble efforts shall be in the slightest 
degree instrumental in correcting erroneous 
opinions, which have been too long and too 
widely circulated.”

Front cover:- The Poet’s Statue in 
Dumfries, recently repaired and cleaned 
with the addition of a “Crown of Spikes” 
to discourage seagulls in particular from 
sitting on the Poet’s head. See cartoon by 
Colin Hunter McQueen on Page 11. As 
we go to press the “Crown of Spikes” has 
vanished!

Peter J. Westwood, Editor.
————————

FELLOW BURNSIANS
Having been elected as President of The 

Robert Burns World Federation I feel very 
honoured and humble because I know that so 
many wonderful people have held this Office so 
successfully in the past and of course many are 
still active in the Federation today. I was over-
come by the number of congratulatory cards 
and messages received at the Conference and 
by the amount which I have received by post 
from overseas.

I promise therefore, to carry out my duties 
to the full, but I must emphasis that I do not 
consider this to be a ONE man band. I will 
be co-operating with my Senior and Junior 
Vice Presidents as well as with our Chief 
Executive, Shirley and our Administrative Clerk 
Margaret. I will also be very aware of the other 
Board Members and shall call upon their past 
experience and I will take note of all information 
passed on at our Executive Meetings.

To date I have apointments in Australia, 
Kiev, Hungary and Halifax Nova Scotia. I am 
looking forward to them all in the name of The 
Robert Burns World Federation.

J. C. Paterson

ST. BARTS CHILDRENS
CANCER RESEARCH
Pictured from left to right: Evan Stone, 

QC, Betty MacMillan, John MacMillan and Dr. 
Ian Sanderson with a Cheque for £14,125.00 
donated to St. Barts Children’s Cancer Research. 
See story on page 36.
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Burns Studies at the University of Glasgow: Essay Number 1

In recent years there has been a burgeoning of Robert Burns studies at Glasgow University. 
Work is being undertaken by staff and postgraduates on, among other topics, the Sylvander-Clarinda 
correspondence, The Merry Muses, Burns’s politics, Burns & the Ulster-Scots tradition and the poet’s 
relationship with George Thomson.  Here is the first in a series of articles from Glasgow University.

MAKING ROBERT BURNS:
THE CORRESPONDENCE OF JAMES CURRIE

Rhona Brown

James Currie is traditionally cast as a villain in the legend of Robert Burns.  He is principally seen 
as being too censorious of Burns’s moral and convivial habits, and is accused of waging a ‘burning 
and destroying’ campaign, in order to suppress anything of the poet that he thought unpalatable 

or, in a phrase he often uses, anything that was deemed ‘unfit for the light’.  
However, when we examine the life and writings of this influential editor, we find a story quite 

different to the one that much traditional Burns criticism presents.  Glasgow’s Mitchell Library holds 
a collection of Currie’s correspondence, which takes place in the massively fruitful period between 
the conception of the first edition of Burns’s Life and Works by Currie and its publication in 1800.  
The earliest letter is dated 1787, and the Cowie Collection of correspondence, as it is known, 
carries on into the early nineteenth century, recording the reactions of eminent figures to Currie’s 
volumes.  The Collection is a captivating insight into Currie’s own motivations, and his meticulous 
pursuit for information, but it is also an enthralling record of Burns’s life, death and work by his 
intimates.  Currie’s correspondents include such colossal figures as Walter Scott, Henry Mackenzie, 
John Ramsay of Ochtertyre, Dugald Stewart and George Thomson, but also individuals of specific 
importance to Burns, including John Syme, Robert Anderson, Sir John Moore, Mrs. Frances Dunlop 
and John Murdoch.  The collection of letters shows the immense and complex task that Currie 
undertook, and helps put into clearer context his achievement with the momentous Life and Works 
of Robert Burns.

While Burns criticism portrays Currie in an unfavourable light, the doctor’s life history 
confounds expectations.  Born in Dumfriesshire in 1756, Currie grew up in ‘Burns country’.  Having 
left Scotland in 1771 for Virginia’s tobacco plantations, and having been detained for a time by 
American Revolutionary forces, Currie returned home in 1777, carrying out his medical training at 
Edinburgh University, and later settling in Liverpool.  In the Liverpool years, Currie is almost totally 
at variance with our received view of him as forbidding Burns biographer.  Working long hours as 
a doctor, Currie helped found the Liverpool Fever Hospital and the Lunatic Asylum which, in their 
treatment and diagnosis of contagious disease and mental illness, can be seen as radical medical 
ventures in Currie’s context.  

In addition to his medical achievements, Currie was active in discussing the Slave Question, 
and kept radical company in Liverpool, particularly that of lawyer, banker, M.P. and poet, William 
Roscoe.  Currie and Roscoe’s circle published anti-slavery poems, including ‘The Wrongs of Africa’ 
by Roscoe, and ‘The African’, Currie’s contribution.  Although he kept his identity hidden, Currie’s 
brush-strokes are seen everywhere in the political landscape.  Robert Thornton, in his study, James 
Currie: The Entire Stranger and Robert Burns (1963), asserts, ‘As a Liverpool doctor Currie could and 
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did improve the conditions under which slaves were shipped.  His hand is to be seen in the Act of 
1789.’1 Currie continued his political dissention in 1793 with an open letter to William Pitt, which 
expresses a violent distaste at his country’s intent to go to war with revolutionary France.  Thornton 
explains:

The pamphlet concludes with the recognition that Pitt has taken already more than one false 
step and with the veiled hope that as the Reformation was the death-blow to the despotism 
of priests, so contemporary ferment may be the death-blow to the despotism of princes.2

Although this letter was written under a pseudonym and makes more than a few mistakes, there 
can be no doubt as to Currie’s politics. Currie can here be seen as operating in similar political 
spheres to those of Robert Burns himself; in fact, Currie might be seen as politically radical in ways 
that Burns certainly cannot.  Nevertheless, the two writers have much in common.  Like Burns, 
although at odds with status quo politics, Currie was, according to Thornton, on the side of ‘justice’, 
‘humanity’ and ‘toleration’.3 

Despite his own political dissent, Currie, in a letter to Graham Moore, wishes that Burns would 
avoid such subjects: ‘Burns ought to have kept clear from politics, and we may add religion’4 because, 
he argues, they are not fit subjects for good poetry.  It is noteworthy that this quotation comes from 
the earliest piece of correspondence in the Cowie Collection, dated 11th June, 1787, before Burns’s 
death, and before Currie had considered working on the poet.  

This early ‘connection’ with Burns is also apparent in Currie’s first exchanges with his publishers, 
Cadell and Davies.  Currie’s own motivations in taking on the role of editor are difficult to ascertain; 
where one hand seems to snatch the opportunity, the other shrinks back in awe at the vast task.  In a 
letter to Cadell and Davies, dated December 7th, 1799, Currie writes that he has certain connections 
with the poet which make him a suitable candidate:

The County in which Burns died, is that in which I was born, and where the greater part of 
my original connections reside.  I saw him there when on a visit to Scotland in 1792, but my 
intercourse with him was transient, and my acquaintance, of course, slight.5

Although he shows great interest in an edition, Currie opines that John Syme should find an 
Edinburgh editor, better equipped for the task, but he realises that ‘the family of poor Burns had been 
led to expect that I would edit his works.’6  

Currie’s double-edged approach to writing the biography can be seen in a letter to Syme, written 
in 1796, in which Currie suggests Dugald Stewart, Henry Mackenzie and perhaps Syme himself as 
more worthy biographers.  Despite his apparent unwillingness to be editor, he tellingly asserts that 
the Life should omit anything ‘that might cause pain to living characters’, or which could be seen as 
‘touching [Burns’s] faults and irregularities’.7

Currie is sensitive to the feelings of the surviving targets of Burns’s satire, and accordingly, 
throughout the correspondence, there are references to libels in Burns’s poetry.  For instance, Currie 
writes to Syme that Burns’s epigrams are

extremely severe and personal, strong but unskilful. […] He hews with a tomahawk, instead 
of cutting with a razor. […] The objects of his satire are mostly alive – why should pain be 
given to them?8

Syme’s own opinions on suppression of material are perhaps unexpected.  Syme, whom Currie 
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describes as Burns’s ‘guardian angel, who watched over his excentricities, wanderings and errors’, 
who ‘has exerted himself incessantly for the destitute family, since his death’,9 is an important 
member of Burns’s circle.  In a long letter to Currie, Syme argues that some of Burns’s poems,

tho’ excellent and original they are not correct [… and] there are several pieces which cannot 
meet the public eye because they are quite too fierce, but they are originals and as such 
it would be sacrilege to destroy them. – I mean some bawdy songs, etc. and some fervid 
effusions, not so gross, yet too unchaste.  As to political ebullitions I do not think that there 
are any that ought to be suppressed. – However not a scrap shall be destroyed by us.10

Currie was, then, not solely responsible for the suppression of inflammatory material.
An example of this containment is Currie’s treatment of ‘Holy Willie’s Prayer’.  A letter from 

George Thomson to Currie outlines the poem’s significance in the 1790s: 

Holy Willie’s Prayer is one of the pieces which is so universally admired for the keenness of 
its satire against those canting hypocrites and bigotted blockheads, the John Knoxes of the 
present day, that you must surely give it a place.  [… This poem] could not be mutilated in 
a single leg!11

Despite Thomson’s recommendation, Currie excludes the poem in his first edition, precisely 
because of that ‘keen satire’ which Thomson praises.  However, Currie does grant the poem’s 
mention:

Unfortunately the correctness of his taste did not always correspond with the strength of his 
genius; and hence some of the most exquisite of his comic productions are rendered unfit 
for the light.12

While granting excluded poems’ exquisiteness, Currie gives a list of those he has expunged in 
a footnote.  They include: ‘Holy Willie’s Prayer, Rob the Rhymer’s Welcome to his Bastard Child, 
Epistle to J. Gowdie, the Holy Tulzie, &c.’.13  However, and ironically, according to George Thomson, 
these excluded poems are exactly what the public covet:

I am told they sell fifty copies of Holy Willy per diem, and nearly as many of the Jolly 
Beggars.  Should not you or Cadell and Davies threaten the prosecution if they do not 
instantly stop?14

Despite this astounding information, Currie made no such threat.
Currie’s opinions on Burns’s use of alcohol have been over-scrutinised by critics, and Currie is 

often portrayed as a reformed alcoholic.  However, although Currie makes charges against Burns’s 
excess in his Life, nowhere does he state that Burns was an addict.  Indeed, Currie refutes the idea 
in a letter to Graham Moore:

[Burns] was a genius of the first order, and died under the pressure of his own sensibilities. 
[…] Wine and women were his bane, not that he ever was an habitual drunkard; but he was 
pressed by many afflictions.15

 Currie’s letters show a subtle understanding of the poet’s motivations and mental state.  This 
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is thanks, in part, to the most fascinating portion of the Cowie Collection: the correspondence 
that Currie received from friends of the poet, which offer precious first-hand portrayals.  Syme’s 
description of his friend comes only thirty-five days after the poet’s death:

The female mind could not resist the charms of his conversation – his insinuation, tho’ 
manly, was overpowering by the most delicate yet encroaching flattery – sorcery I should 
rather term it. […] His conversation was nervous, brilliant, poignant, at times too strong but 
never mean – he was happy and severe in his satire but it attacked the head only.16

Despite obvious affection, in the same letter, Syme outlines an irascible incident, the relation of 
which would inflame the rage of Gilbert Burns.  After a quarrel with the poet, Syme tells Currie that 
Burns

drew his sword cane and he had almost committed a deed of desperation. […]  But have the 
goodness to keep this a secret.  I would not have mentioned it but merely to enforce by a 
fiery instance that high wrought sensibility which as you justly conceive was the foundation 
of his excellencies and his defects.17

Robert Anderson, in a letter to Currie, dated October 27th, 1799, tells the biographer that the 
poet was ‘always the slave to his own passions which were powerful and ardent […] in such an 
excessive degree as to unfit him for this commerce of life.’18  As these testimonies illustrate, in the 
accounts written by his friends, Burns repeatedly appears as other-worldly, possessing powers beyond 
those of the ordinary man, for good and ill.  In the same letter, however, Anderson gives an account 
of Burns’s politics which may confound expectations:

Political disputes then ran high.  I was a Whig, attached to the principles upon which the 
Revolution was effected: he was a Tory, an idolator of monarchy and a Jacobite, as much as he 
could be.  I was on the side of Fox and the Parliament: he adhered to Pitt and the King […].  
The progress of his sentiments from Jacobitism to Republicanism I am unable to trace.19

In another absorbing account, Lord Buchan gives his prejudiced opinions on Burns’s use of the 
vernacular:

Burns appeared to me a real Makar, a Creator, a Poet, and I wished him to assume the 
language as well as the character of a Briton and to throw off the masquerade garb of Allan 
Ramsay whom he so generally surpassed.20

Despite varying praise, the letters of the Cowie Collection preserve a debate and discussion 
around Robert Burns which continues to this day.

It is important to note that the objections to Currie’s volume came only after the death of the 
biographer.  In the months following the publication of Currie’s edition, commendations came from 
top figures in Scottish cultural life, and Currie’s ‘Account of the Scots Peasantry’ attracted particular 
acclaim.  Dr. John Moore writes to Currie praising his work, and Robert Anderson, writing in 1801, 
tells Currie that his biography is ‘unquestionably the most perfect of its kind in our language.’21 

One might argue, then, that Burns criticism has been unjust to Currie.  D. McNaught, writing in 
the Burns Chronicle in 1919, describes the doctor’s advance in medicine which,
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though a marked innovation in the medical practice of his day, appears singularly inept in 
light of modern medical discovery. […] But for the Liverpool edition of Burns and its many 
reprints, Dr Currie would only have been remembered as a writer on exploded medical 
theories.22

A re-evaluation of Currie’s contribution which avoids these prejudices is due, and the Cowie 
Collection of letters is an indispensable aid to that end.  In his correspondence, the fruits of Currie’s 
labours are perhaps seen in a better light than in his own edition, and Currie’s relentless search 
for information on the poet yielded fascinating replies from eminent figures in the Scottish literary 
tradition.  One such reply came from John Ramsay of Ochtertyre, whose description is poetic and 
spirited:

Poor Burns […] in truth a sort of comet in literature […] did not do all expected from the 
blaze of light he displayed […].  I have been in the company of genius, some of them poets, 
but never witnessed such flashes of intellectual lightning as from him, sparks of celestial 
fire.23

One may have serious objections to the first edition of the Life and Works of Robert Burns.  However, 
the fact that Currie sought out and found so many valuable biographical gems and began the serious 
work on Burns is perhaps contribution enough.

ENDNOTES

1 Robert Donald Thornton, James Currie: The Entire Stranger and Robert Burns (Edinburgh and London: Oliver and Boyd, 
1963), p.192.
2 Thornton, p.213.
3 Thornton, p.196.
4 James Currie, writing to Graham Moore, 11th June 1787.  All of Currie’s correspondence can be found in the Mitchell Library, 
catalogue number 101c-197c (Cowie Collection).  I gratefully acknowledge the permission of Glasgow City Council, the Mitchell 
Library, to quote from Currie’s correspondence.  I acknowledge also the kindness of the staff at the Mitchell Library in helping me 
to access the Cowie Collection.
5 James Currie to Cadell and Davies – 7th December 1799.
6 Ibid.
7 Ibid.
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THE RE-BURIAL OF ROBERT BURNS A 
REMARKABLE DISCOVERY

During my researches I came across the following letter, written by a James McNaught who 
took part in the building of the Mausoleum in Dumfries and the re-burial of the Poet. I also 

had access to some provinance of the manuscript, the property of the Trustees of Burns 
Cottage. The Editor.

To Robert Hamilton, Glasgow
57 London Road, Liverpool, 22nd Jan. 1848

Dear Sir, I duly received your kind letter and along with it a Glasgow newspaper, after reading the 
letter Timmadealer, found the paragraph aluded to Burns but I was wholy in ingnorance of what 
Mr. Gilfillan had wrote. I can be no judge, you very justly say let the dead lye, so I say but you may 
well retort on me, and say why then was you one of those restless spirits, that would not him lye. 
But disturbing his ashes after he had been laid nineteen years in the grave, this  I cannot deny, for I 
was actually one of those who lifted him from his first resting place and helped to carry him to the 
new vault which I built with my own hands. I do not mind exactly now the size of the vault but it 
was somewhere about twelve feet long by about eight feet high with a strong hewn arch thrown over 
it with a space in the centre seven feet by three feet as an inlet to the dead, I being trade a bridge 
builder was the only one that understood arch work, this was the reason, that I was wholly connected 
to me. Over the vaulted arch is a strong stone platform, six inches thick, and cover the whole space 
of the stone, that being the mouth of the vault being part of the platform or basement of the same 
thickness as the base bevelled in so that it cannot sink, all being of hard polished stone, it lifts out 
an in with two tiny bolts at each end the external figure springs for the platform it was at this period 
that the removel took place and I will give you as accurate an account of this as I can remember, the 
night previous to his removel, Mr. Milligan, Architect Builder called on me at my house and said the 
committee wished to have the thing done early next morning and as privately as possible, so private 
that only other two of the hands was to be present and we would meet at four o’clock with the saxton 
and the committee. About half way down the grave we came to the coffin of one of his sons which 
was nearly entire. I think there was another son a little further down, but of this I am not certain, but 
when we came to Burns himself his coffin was in fragments, there was little of the top and almost 
nothing of the bottom visible the two sides was nearly standing upright, a number of large bones was 
seen but little else. The head of skull ? but conceive to you of two men digging and the mould which 
was very soft and their weight tramping on every thing, the head might easily be trod and out of 
sight. This struck me at once I told them to come out and I would try and find it. I put down about 
six inches deeper and found it, the hair was all gone but a very fine wool scarcely discernable was 
over it, all the teeth seemed all in the sockets but the fresh air soon loosened them so that coming 
out of the grave I had to hold my hat below the head to preserve them. This is what you look for 
my putting my hat on it we had ready a large new coffin and put all that was visible of him and his 
sons together with the earth that was removed up with their bones. The committee being satisfied 
that nothing was left behind we then ? the whole over to the new vault and having placed the large 
coffin with its contents in the proper place then put the heavy stone covers on the mouth of the vault, 
cemented over with cement and ? ended. There was not the smallest relic taken of him at least to 
my knowledge for a solemn promise was made previously to his widow that not an atom should be 
taken. I have now gone through the solemn afair as it passed under my eyes. I heard afterwards that 
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ROBERT BURNS 
MEMORIAL SERVICE

On Sunday July 24th, 2005 members of the 
London Ontario Burns Club (Number 561) 
gathered at the Memorial Stone in Elmo Curtis 
Gardens, London Ontario, to Commemorate the 
death of Robert Burns. President Elma Connor 
conducted a short service of Remembrance, Joan 
Turner led the group in prayer and Bill McLean 
read from Burns works. Mary Gallagher placed a 
red rose on the stone. After the singing of Auld 
Lang Syne, members gathered at the home of 
Joan Turner for lunch. We were joined by Jim 
& Jean Cunningham from the Doon (Ontario) 
Club and Jim & Eileen Robertson, Jim is a past 
President of R.B.W.F. and they were visiting with 
Jean & Jim, prior to attending the R.B.A.N.A. 
Conference in Milwaukee.

some of the committee kept some of the teeth, I did not believe it and left for Liverpool before the 
Mausoleum was fully finished, and for years after it was finished I often heard that the head Sexton, 
George Black by way of making an honest penny sold to the English and other gentlemen many relics 
of the old coffin for goodly sums, he could get plenty of stuff of this sorrt without taking off the  ? 
cover of the vault for that purpose, it was said to be a very lucrative device of the cunning bellman, 
but was all common report and as such for nothing furder about it, I have omitted nothing worthy of 
being recorded and much that was needless to mention, but all is simply as my memory leaves me 
in truth having no other motive.
Dear Sir, I Remain, Yours Truly, JAMES McNAUGHT.

*Spelling mistakes have not been corrected.

——————————————

AULD KIRK TO BE 
RESTORED

The Historic Auld Kirk in Alloway has been 
awarded a £136,000 lottery grant towards its 
restoration.

Major restoration work is expected to start 
at the beginning of next year to make the ruined 
building more structurally secure and slow any 
further deterioration.

The Kirkyard will also be restored, gates and 
masony will be overhauled and paths will be 
constructed.

Leader of South Ayrshire Council, Andy Hill, 
said: “The kirk and graveyard are vital elements 
within the heritage of Robert Burns, and indeed 
Scotland. In terms of cultural treasurers, they 
are priceless assets, and I readily accept the 
tremendous role that they play in providing a 
vital element of the Burns Heritage trail.

“Once the safe-guarding and restoration 
work is completed, I have no doubt that the 
attractiveness to visitors will be greatly enhanced 
and will be another important attraction, prior 
to the 250th anniversary celebrations being 
planned for 2009.”

Tom Morrall, President of the Alloway Burns 
Club, added: “We are all delighted because we 
have been very concerned about the state of the 
Auld Kirk.

“The bell had to be removed because the 
masonry had deteriorated and there were trees 
growing out of the walls.

“We see the Auld Kirk as a very important 
part of the Burns Heritage in Alloway partly 

because it is the burial place of Burns’ father 
and sister and also it featured in the climax of 
Tam O’ Shanter. As such it should be preserved 
for future generations.”

Restoration plans will now be put into 
action, and in accordance with Historic Scotland 
guidelines the bell tower will be rebuilt, 
pathways will be added and gravestones will be 
remounted.

In addition to the lottery money South 
Ayrshire Council has committed to funding of 
£30,000 with Enterprise Ayrshire matching that 
amount. A further £27,450 will be provided by 
Historic Scotland and £20,000 is being sought 
from the Pilgrim Trust.

————————
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Doon in Dumfries a Motley Crew
Ha’e deem’d it worth the while,
And gave oor Burns a hair-do
Tae keep up wi’ the style.

Pair Rab’s been havin’ trouble
Wi’ gull-shit on his heid,
So the cooncil at the double
Were there in time o’ need.

They’ve gi’en oor Rab a hellish croon
Tae keep the gulls awa’,
An’ noo the laugh o’ a’ the toon
He sits – the King o’ a’.

The cooncil in their wisdom
An’ their tonsureal skills;
Wad better solve the problem –
By shootin’ a’ the gulls!
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25th ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF
THE ROBERT BURNS ASSOCIATION

OF NORTH AMERICA
Submitted to Editor of Burns Chronicle by Joan Turner, President

The 25th Annual AGM and Conference of the Robert Burns Association of North America, was 
held in The Comfort Suites, Pewaukee, Wisc., U.S.A. from July 29-31, 2005. It was hosted by 
the Milwaukee Burns Club. Their President, Jock Smith and his Committee worked very hard 

to ensure that all present had a wonderful time.
The Conference was well attended and 15 clubs and 4 individual members were presented 

along with several members and guests. We presently have 29 clubs and 12 individual or Family 
members.

We were very pleased to have Carol Lombardi, Mayor of Waukesha, John Paterson, Senior 
V.P. or R.B.W.F. and Jim Robertson, Past President of R.B.W.F. and his wife Eileen in attendance. 
Unfortunately our good friend Shirley Bell was unable to be with us due to ill health. She was sorely 
missed and we sent her out brest wishes for a speedy recovery.

The Friday evening festivities started with a Whisky tasting, compliments of Isle of Arran Distillers 
which I am sure helped to lubricate the vocal chords of those who participated in the ceilidh that 
followed the Fish Fry dinner. The Celtic Nations Pipe Band gave some stirring renditions, which had 
all toes tapping. The Folk duo, Stone Ring, featuring Charlie & Beth Johnson also entertained. In the 
true Scottish Tradition, the Ceilidh proved that we have lots of “hidden talent” in our midst. Prizes 
were presented to all participants in the Annual Golf Tournament. Bill Bell of Niagara Falls Burns 
Club was the overall winner and gets to keep the trophy until next year.

Saturdays AGM was well attended, as was the Burns Seminar put on by James D.McPherson of 
Annapolis. This was followed by the Annual Dr. Jim Connor Memorial Burns Quiz which was again 
won by David Murray of the Halton/Peel Club.

The Gala evening on Saturday was a resounding success with a capacity crowd. The entertainment 
was first rate. A group of 3 singers named “Naven” performed Scots songs in Gaellic, Kim Robertson, 
a Celtic harpist was excellent accompaniment. The Billy Mitchell Pipe Band was in great form and 
the demonstration of Highland Dancing by the Caledonian Dancers was superb. Tony Palese, the 
Milwaukee Burns Club Piper, piped in the haggis which was ably addressed by Leslie Strachan, 
Individual member from Virginia. Greetings were read from Shirley Bell, Jim O’Lone, (Australia, 
Director Pacific Rim) and U.S. President, George W. Bush. Zoon Airlines provided airline tickets for 
two to Glasgow-these wedre raffled off along with several other draw prizes. Jean Cunningham, past 
Secretary/Treasurer of RBANA was the lucky winner of the airline tickets. Honorary Membership in 
R.B.A.N.A. was conferred on Jim & Eileen Robertson and they were presented with a framed scroll. 
President Elect of the R.B.W.F., John Paterson, presented a congratulatory certificate to R.B.A.N.A. 
commemorating the 25th Anniversary.

On Sunday there was a good turn out at Vernon Covenanters Church, an old historic church 
which has been preserved. The graveyard had some really interesting grave stones of former Scottish 
Settlers.

All in all a terrific weekend with lots of hilarity, singing and toasting to “Auld Scotia” and own 
Bard, not to mention renewal of “Auld Acquaintances.”

Next years Conference is in Halifax N.S. and the organizing committee are already working on 
an excellent programme. R.B.A.N.A. is presently negotiating with Zoom airlines with regard to flight 
concession both throughout Canada and from the UK.
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ROBERT BURNS: 
SCOTTISH SOLDIER

By Linda Daly

“The soldier reflects the character and values of 
the society from which he is drawn as much as, 
if not more than, his fellow citizens.”1

Robert Burns was a private in the Royal 
Dumfries Volunteers during the last 
year and a half of his life. He may not 

have known that when he joined, he became 
a comrade in a proud tradition that spanned 
several centuries and is known throughout the 
world: the Scottish warrior of great feats and 
great mystique. The record of his service, though 
brief, reveals much about his character which 
some of his biographies seem to have missed.

Scots regiments in the British forces can be 
said to date (ironically) from the 1745 rebellion. 
According to John Laffin, “Astute English 
politicians realized that the Highlanders were 
brave men who would be used in Britain’s far-
flung wars.” And, “For the government, the great 
advantage of the Highlanders was that they were 
expendable. If they were killed abroad, then 
they could not take part in another Jacobite 
rebellion in Scotland.”2 From the Jacobite time 
until today, Scots both highland and lowland 
have been avidly recruited into regiments which 
served Britain so well that quotes about their 
prowess like “the thin red line” and “forward 
the tartan” built a reputation which has become 
a mystique. So much so, that today a phrase 
“the tartan curtain” refers to the exclusivity of 
Scottish regiments.

So where does Robert Burns fit into this 
military tradition? He enters it a scant few 
decades after the Jacobite rebellion during a 
busy time of regiment building due to invasion 
threat from France. This threat, precipitated a 
wide-spread home guard movement which saw 
volunteer units sprout up in the 1790’s and 
disband in the first decade of the 19th century 
when fear of invasion receded. One such unit, 

the Royal Dumfries Volunteers, was born in 
1795 and disbanded in 1802.

To be exact, the Dumfries Volunteers began 
on January 31, 1795 when the inaugural 
meeting was held in the Dumfries Court House 
and attended by Robert Burns. At a meeting 
held February 20th Colonel de Peyster was 
elected Major Commandant of the Corps by 
the members. Mrs. De Peyster then provided 
the corps with a flag and Colonel de Peyster 
commissioned 100 muskets (“Brown Bess”) from 
Birmingham on February 29th. Dr. John Harley 
was made surgeon to the corps and Rev. Dr. W. 
Burnside, chaplain. John Hamilton was made 
captain (elected by 75 members, among them 
Robert Burns), David Newall made lieutenant 
to the first company and Wellwood Maxwell 
lieutenant to the second (Burns’ company) on 
March 21st. Each company was limited to 50 
men including officers and NCOs. Members 
agreed to serve without pay during the war with 
France and to have an area of operations not 
more than 5 miles outside of Dumfries.3

Burns was among 59 members taking 
the Oath of Allegiance and signing the Rules, 
Regulations and Bye-Laws on March 28th. The 
governing body of the corps was a committee 
consisting of all officers and eight members. 
The members served a three month term on 
the committee. Burns served on this committee 
for a term starting on August 22, 1795. The 
volunteers’ uniform seems elaborate from the 
following description but was similar to those 
of other volunteer units of the time: “a blue coat 
half lapelled with red cape (a style of collar) and 
cuffs, and gilt buttons with the letters R.D.V. 
engraved on them; a plain white Cassimere 
vest, with small gilt buttons; white trousers 
made of Russia tweeling, tied at the ankle; white 
stockings; a black velvet stock; hair to be warn 
short, or tuned up behind; a round hat turned 
up on the left side with a gilt button; a cockade, 
and a black feather (plume); their shoes to be 
tied with black ribbon.”3 This was their dress 
uniform to be worn on public occasions, the 
undress uniform of short blue jacket with red 
shoulder straps, cape, and cuff worn on ordinary 
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occasions as the working uniform.”3

Such was the organization of the volunteers 
and Burns involvement with them when in 
April 1795 Burns song ‘Does Haughty Gaul 
Invasion Threat’ (also called ‘The Dumfries 
Volunteers’), appeared in the Dumfries weekly 
Journal. Its popularity has out lived the life span 
of the Dumfries Volunteers, lines from it having 
been used on post cards depicting soldiers of 
various time periods.4 This song speaks of his 
commitment to the corps’ purpose and is not just 
hypocrisy as some of his biographers suggest. The 
sentiments of the song are backed up by Burns’ 
record of activities as a Dumfries Volunteer.

William Will says that “never was man 
more unfortunate in his biographers”.5 Burns’ 
early biographers tended to characterize him 
as dissipate and unsteady in his habits. His 
hard work at farming and at the excise disprove 
this chracterization. But his conduct with the 
Dumfries Volunteers particularly stands out 
in disproving this. John Baynes states in his 
book on Scottish soldiers: “Burns was a much 
more complicated personality that his popular 
image of a heavy-drinking, womanizing peasant, 
occasionally throwing out a poem attacking the 
pretensions of the rich.6 The real proof of Burns 
character resides in source rediscovered 100 years 
after Burns’ death, the minute book of the Royal 
Dumfries Volunteers.

Of the minute book, Wills says” “The 
Volunteers set up a standard of discipline in some 
ways even more rigid than that of the Church, 
and yet Burns stands the test and comes off with 
flying colours”.7 He attended the meetings, the 
drill sessions, served on the committee and never 
once was fined for absenteeism or drunkenness 
or insolence as many members, both officers and 
privates, were. Drills were held for two hours twice 
a week and committee service involved supplying 
corps with arms and other material. Certainly this 
amount of work on top of his excise duties and 
‘writing the occasional song’… (‘A Man’s a man 
for a’ That’, ‘Last May a Braw Wooer’, ‘This is no My 
Ain Lassie’, ‘The Heron Ballads,’ ‘Does Haughty Gaul 
Invasion Threat’) is not dissipation or hypocrisy 
unless we redefine these terms!

Burns took seriously the rule to serve without 
pay and to provide his own clothing. Though 
often short of funds himself, he objected to the 
decision at the May 18, 1795 meeting on the 
appointment of several members of the volunteers 
to solicit contributions to the corps. He signed 
a letter with twenty-four other members which 
protested solicitation as a form of begging: 
“We cannot help expressing our disapproval 
to the mendicant business of asking a public 
contribution for defraying the expenses of our 
Association.” And continued with: “that the Royal 
Dumfries Volunteers should go a-begging with 
the burnt-out cottager and shipwrecked sailor is 
a measure of which we must disapprove”.8 This 
prompted the committee to decide not to accept 
donations under a guinea and return any already 
collected under that amount. Burns’ attitude here 
is another demonstration of his real concern for 
the oppressed.

 “All his life he had been championing the 
cause of the distressed or the oppressed, whether 
the oppressors be the Church or the State” 
William Wills says of Burns.9 Hence his interest 
in both the American and French Revolutions. 
He acted upon his beliefs when he sent the 
guns he captured from the smuggling brig to 
Dover for shipment to the French Legislative 
Assembly. “Before those troublesome cannons 
reached Dover, the whole political situation had 
altered. England, that had, so far, regarded France 
with a kind of amused tolerance, was set by the 
ears by France’s Declaration of War on England’s 
ally, Germany, and occupation of the Rhine 
Delta.”9 This had unfortunate consequences 
for Burns as “All who were known ever to have 
expressed sympathy with the Revolutionaries 
were immediately suspect.’9

Burns became worried that his employment 
as exciseman was threatened and he did what he 
had to do to prove his loyalty and keep his post. 
Here Burns’ attitude seemingly changed, but 
in reality did not as we are seeing two separate 
things: his empathy with the oppressed versus 
threat of foreign occupation of the very ground 
he lived on. France as a cause for the oppressed 
became France the foreign power threatening 
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invasion, perhaps to march its soldiers up the very 
street in which Burns’ family lived. Remember, 
the volunteers were only to operate in a radius 
of 5 miles around Dumfries, so their purpose was 
to defend home ground, not to defend a political 
or moral view. “He (Burns) hated war. He saw it 
as senseless. Were his country invaded he would 
fight. But for no other reason.”9 As for gaining 
justice for the oppressed, a piece from the song 
‘Does Haughty Gaul Invasion Threat’ says it 
best:

“No! never but by British hands
Shall British wrangs be righted.”
A sad incident at the close of Burns’ life 

involving the Dumfries Volunteers shows his 
character as responsible and not dissipate. About 
the bill for his uniform, Hugh Douglas said 
that “he did not in fact owe serious amounts 
to anybody – it was only in his own mind that 
the debtor’s prison loomed”. Burns knew he 
was dying and wanted to set things right for his 
own peace of mind and the security of his family. 
“When he received a letter to say that the bill 
from a local outfitter for his volunteer uniform 
was overdue he panicked and wrote off at once 
to his cousin, James Burness in Montrose to 
ask for 10 pounds.”10 He wrote also to George 
Thomson who sent him five pounds on July 
14.11 In the light of his earlier disapproval of 
accepting donations for the corps’ uniforms and 
his steadiness in meeting attendance and drill, it 
is a shame that this small debt had to cloud his 
last days.

Burns’ high regard as a conscientious soldier 
can be seen in the great ceremony with which his 
funeral was conducted. It involved other military 
units besides his own Dumfries Volunteers and is 
described in detail by several sources. Alan Bold 
says “it is conducted in military manner by the 
Dumfries Volunteers, the Cinque Port Cavalry 
and the Angusshire Fencibles on Monday, 25 
July, when he is buried in the northeast corner 
of St. Michael’s churchyard, a quarter mile from 
his home.11 Hugh Douglas states “The splendid 
cortege made its way from the Town hall to St. 
Michael’s kirkyard, the unpaid volunteer uniform 
hat and sword crowning the coffin.”10 James 

Mackay describes the Dumfries Volunteers as 
the pall bearers, wearing black crapes on their 
left arms while the Cinque Port Cavalry band 
played the Dead March from Saul by Handel. The 
Angusshire Fencibles closed the procession with a 
guard that fired three volleys over the grave.12

So ended in deserved splendor, a life which 
often was not recognized for its true worth 
while he lived, and sadly by many people for a 
long time after. Were it not for Burns’ service in 
the Dumfries Volunteers and the record of it in 
the minute book, part of the vindication of his 
lifestyle would not have occurred. This record 
shows Burns worthy to be numbered among 
the Scottish soldiers who came before and after 
him and on whose deeds was build the Scottish 
military mystique.

FOOTNOTES;

1 John Baynes, Soldiers of Scotland, (New York: Barnes & Noble, 
1988), 1.
2 John Baynes, Soldiers of Scotland, (New York: Barnes & Noble, 
1988), 30.
3 James Mackay, Robert Burns and the Royal Dumfries Volunteers 
1795-1796, (Web page of Scottish Military Historical Society, 
1999), 1-3.
4 Peter J. Westwood, The Deltiology of Robert Burns, (Dumfries: 
Creedon Publications, 1994), 116.
5 William Will, Robert Burns as a Volunteer, (Glasgow: John 
Smith & Son Ltd., 1919), 8.
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Smith & Son Ltd., 1919), 9.
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9 John Lindsey, Robert Burns Rantin’ Dog Poet of the Common 
Man, (New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation, 1938), 
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Kingdom: Alan Sutton Publishing Ltd, 1996), 262.
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THE BURNS CLUB OF ST. LOUIS
- 1905 -

Robert Burns, William K. Bixby
and

the Burns Club of St. Louis

Address given to the Burns Club of St. Louis by Mark J. Reed at the Centennial Burns 
Night Supper, January 22, 2005

Mr. President, honorable members of the executive committee, distinguished members, 
esteemed guests, and Governor Blunt, thank you. It is indeed an honor to be asked to address 
the Burns Club of St. Louis on the momentous occasion of our 100th anniversary. I have been 

a member for a dozen or so years and I always look forward to this special evening as it is truly one of 
the highlights of the year.

It may seem unusual to begin my remarks with few lines from the great John Ford western The 
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance. Ian McIntyre, author of Dirt and Diety: A Life of Robert Burns points out 
that the following quote captures much of what has been written about Robert Burns over the last two 
centuries.

At the very end of the picture, Senator Ransom Stoddard, played by Jimmy Stewart, asks the local 
newspaper publisher how he intends to run the remarkable story of Liberty Valance. The publisher 
responds: “This is the West, sir. When the legend becomes fact, print the legend.”

So let me warn you: this is Burns, and our Burns Club. When the legend became fact they printed 
the legend. Rest assured, however, the facts I present this evening have been fully reviewed and 
authenticated by Dan Rather and the CBS News Department.

I do not intend tonight to cover every detail of the long history of our club, but a few historical 
anecdotes from the archives of our club are important to relate.

First, the last time a member was invited to speak was about seven years ago. Ten minutes into his 
speech he stormed out of the room in disgust, and no longer counts himself as a member of our club. 
So it is with some trepidation that I accept this assignment. I take comfort in the fact that Steve Maritz, 
who was largely responsible for the speakers abrupt protest, is within reach. That evening, Steve broke 
the stunned silence of the audience after the speaker left with the comment “Well, that wasn’t very 
sporting of him.”

I will try to be more sporting.
Second, a cursory review of Burns supper programs from the 1920’s, during the tyranny of the 

Volstead Act, make it abundantly clear that the members and guests of Burns Club of St. Louis enjoyed 
a wee dram, or more, despite the prohibition of intoxicating beverages during that period.

Third, a notation in the 1924 agenda indicates William Howard Taft, 27th President of the United 
States, and 10th Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, accepted membership in the Burns 
Club of St. Louis. It is not known whether he ever paid dues or even attended a meeting of the club, or 
if his interest in our club was simply his recognition that our Burns Club was the only place in America 
to get a drink during prohibition.

I’ve titled my address this evening “Robert Burns, William K. Bixby, and the Burns Club of St. 
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Louis.” This evening and the 99 evenings preceding it have been replete with toasts and tributes to 
good friends, good fellowship, departed comrades, and, over the course of six wars, to members of our 
armed forces. But there are only two toasts that are included in the official liturgy for the Burns Supper: 
One to the Bard, Robert Burns, and one to our founder, William Keeny Bixby. These are appropriate 
the only “official” toasts for the obvious reason that there would be no Burns Club anywhere without 
the life and genius of Robert Burns; and without William K. Bixby, there would be no Burns Club of 
St. Louis, at least as we know it.

So let me first consider Robert Burns. Over the last 100 years our distinguished members and guests 
have heard a lot about him. A small sampling of addresses given over the century includes:

The Gospel of Burns
Burns and Religion

Burns and the Auld Clay Biggin
Burns the Prophet

The Melody of Burns
The Education of Robert Burns
Scotland in the Time of Burns

Impressions of a Newcomer to Burns
Burns and the French Revolution

and, more recently,

Burns and the Internet.

It seems when you think the last possible word has been spoken about the man one of our speakers 
brings up a new facet of Burns and looks at his life and times in a unique manner.

Today, 209 years his death, hundreds of Burns Clubs exist at every corner of the globe, clubs with 
the same purpose as ours: to gather on or near the date of the birth of Robert Burns to engage in 
fellowship and remembrance of the Ploughman Poet.

My own impression of Burns as a historical figure is that he was the first modern celebrity. He was 
not, perhaps the Elvis Presley of the 18th century, but the phenomenon of Burns celebrity was certainly 
a predecessor to that which we see today.

Scotland at the time of Burns was a burgeoning, influential culture leading the world in areas of 
science, technology, politics, commerce and industry. Over the preceding decades the population of 
Scotland became one of the most literate in the world. The printing press allowed the wide dissemination 
of Burns work to a society that longed for the cultural nerve he touched.

Add to this his untimely death at a relatively young age and you have instant celebrity. Ultimate 
proof of his celebrity is perhaps found in the statement by Mr. D. McNaught, an early 20th century 
president of the Burns Federation, who wrote in a book titled The Truth about Burns, “Never was the 
private life and personality of a great man so ruthlessly invaded and barbarously dissected as by the early 
biographers of Robert Burns”.

Thousands of people attended the Burns funeral procession in Dumfries, mourning the passing of 
the national Bard. Not long after his death we can mark the first known Burns Supper. On January 25th, 
1801, five years after Burns death, a handful of his close friends gathered at the Burns Cottage in Alloway 
to remember the Bard at a supper commemorating his birthday. Perhaps these men were carrying out 
Burns’ last request as he retired from the St. James Lodge in 1786: “A last request permit me here, When 
yearly ye assemble a’, One round, I ask it with a tear, To him, the Bard that’s far awa’”.



18

Scotsmen were by now influential all over the English speaking world and with the help of the 
British Empire, Burns Clubs circled the globe by the end of the 19th Century. By 1885 the Burns 
Federation was formally established at Kilmarnock.

There is little recorded evidence of the early Burns influence spreading to frontier St. Louis. 
We know that at some point in the 19th century those of Scottish descent in St. Louis formed the 
Caledonian Society, which evidently concerned itself chiefly with broad Scottish cultural matters. In 
1866 the Caledonian Society commissioned renowned Scottish sculptor William Brodie to create a bust 
of Robert Burns as a gift to the Mercantile Library. The bust is on display at the library to this day. It is 
said that with the dedication of the Burns bust, St. Louis became the first city outside of Great Britain 
to dedicate a memorial to Robert Burns.

Then there is the humorous story of the young St. Louisan Henry Howard Gratz and his pilgrimage 
to Boston to attend the Boston Burns Club commemoration of the 100th anniversary of Burns birth 
in 1859. Gratz was part of a cabal of Kentuckians who came to Missouri mid-century to seek their 
fortunes.

His family was well connected in literary circles and he was a great admirer of Ralph Waldo Emerson 
– the featured speaker at the Boston Burns Club event. Gratz wrote a fascinating account of traveling to 
Boston, essentially crashing the supper and bribing a waiter to get himself seated next to Oliver Wendell 
Holmes and across the table from Emerson, whom he befriended for life.

Despite Gratz’s exposure to an historic Burns Supper, and the efforts of the Caledonian Society to 
recognize Burns, it would still be decades before Robert Burns would firmly set foot in St. Louis. That 
happened at the 1904 World’s Fair.

Not yet a century and a half after its founding as a remote fur trading outpost, St. Louis at the turn 
of the nineteenth century was the fourth largest city in the United States. Like Scotland 100 years earlier, 
St. Louis was a leading center of manufacturing, trsnportation, science and culture. Many of the most 
financially successful men of the time comprised the Business Men’s League, which as early as 1897 
entertained the idea of a major commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the Louisiana Purchase, the 
event that made possible so much of what made St. Louis the dynamic economic and cultural center 
it was end of the 19th century.

David R. Francis led this effort. Francis was a wealthy grain merchant, former St. Louis mayor, 
former Secretary of the Interior, and former Governor of Missouri. (He was 38 when he was elected 
governor). Out of this endeavour emerged the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, a World’s Fair to be held 
in 1903 on a scale greater than any previous fair. It was so elaborate that construction delays postponed 
its opening until May of 1904.

The Louisiana Purchase Exposition had palaces dedicated to Machinery, to Arts and Sciences, 
to Agriculture, to Electricity, and to other productive pursuits of mankind. Nearly every state and 
territory built a magnificent building of a design befitting its geography or distinct history. Nations 
from around the globe built elaborate pavilions to display their culture and commerce. Lagoons and 
waterways meandered through the 1,200 acres dedicated to the modern achievements of mankind. 
From the first Olympics held on US soil to examples of domestic uses for electricity to demonstrations 
of the newfangled automobile one could marvel at what must have seemed at the time the prinnacle 
of human development. The Fair was filled with promise for the future and prospects for international 
brotherhood.

Out of this meangerie displaying the success and achievement of the Gilded Age it can be said the 
Burns Club of St. Louis was born. For among all of this glory and splendor stood, in front of what is 
now Brookings Hall, an exact replica of the Burns Cottage. The Auld Clay Biggin. The modest three 
room clay structure that was the birthplace of the Bard, Robert Burns.

At the dedication of the Burns Cottage, Fredrick Lehmann, a director of the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition Company said:
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Among the many structures which have been reared upon these grounds to illustrate 
the achievements, during a hundred years, of a free people in a free land, none has more 
rightful place than that which so faithfully represents the “Auld Clay Biggin” in which 
Robert Burns was born. Called untimely from this life ere yet the language in which 
he wrote was heard here, though he himself had never set foot beyond the borders of 
his own country, the rich fruitage of his genius is nonetheless a part of the heritage of 
our people. Throughout the poetry of Burns breathes the spirit of our institutions, the 
Declaration of Independence, the Proclamation of Emancipation, and here we have 
endeavoured to realize, as nearly as human effort may, the great truth that:

The rankin is but the guinea’s stamp,
The man’s the gowd for a’ that.

Indeed Burns’ “A Man’s a Man” could very well have been the official anthem of the World’s Fair 
of 1904.

On June 24th, 1904, the anniversary of the Battle of Bannockburn, the cottage was opened to the 
public. On August 15th, the anniversary of the birth of Sir Walter Scott, Scottish Day was held at the 
World’s Fair. At 11.45 that morning the Scottish Royal Standard was raised in front of the cottage, the 
very flag that has adorned every meeting of the Burns Club of St. Louis including this one tonight. This 
banner was the gift of the British Royal Commissioner to the Exposition, and it is said to be the first 
Royal Banner of Scotland ever unfurled in the United States.

After the Fair, the cottage was disassembled and put on a flatcar for exhibit in Portland, Oregon. It 
was never seen again.

The cottage was the brainchild of a Mr. David Robertson, who in 1899 approached the Caledonian 
Society with the idea of erecting a replica of the Burns Cottage on the grounds of the Fair as a 
monument to Burns and universal brotherhood. The Caledonian Society declined the idea, so in early 
1902 Robertson and a number of men, most of whom were directors of the Exposition Company 
formed the Burns Cottage Association to build and operate the exhibit.

The exhibit was filled with numerous donated and loaned artifacts of Burns… from furniture 
purported to have been used by Burns to the Armour family spinning wheel. Most importantly, St. 
Louis industrialist and bibliophile William K. Bixby, also an Exposition director, lent to the exhibit 
his extensive collection of Burns original manuscripts and Burns first editions. While Bixby was not a 
director or officer of the Burns Cottage Association, he was instrumental in the success of what became 
one of the most popular exhibits at the Fair 20 million people attended in 1904.

Bixby was born in 1857 in Michigan. His father was a successful lawyer and a veteran of the Texas 
militia from the Mexican-American War. The elder Bixby was sympathetic to the southern cause during 
the War of Northern Aggression. As a Copperhead, he was close to Jefferson Davis. Armed with a letter 
of introduction from the former Confederate president, the young Bixby went west to Texas where the 
Governor helped him land a job as a watchman and baggage man for the International Great Northern 
Railroad. During his evenings on watch a ragged old man would bother young Bixby with questions 
about railroading. Later on, impressed by the polite and intelligent young boy, H.M. Hoxie, the 
President of the railroad, and late night vagabond, promoted Bixby. When Hoxie later became President 
of the Missouri Pacific Railroad he moved Bixby to St. Louis with him.

William McMillan, president of the Missourie Car and Foundry Company noticed this rising star at 
the Missouri Pacific and offered him a better job,, and at age 31 Bixby was vice president and general 
manager of McMillan’s company.

With Bixby’s guidance Missouri Car and Foundry merged with several other rail car builders 
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throughout the 1890’s and eventually became American Car and Foundry, which exists to this day as 
ACF Industries. American Car manufactured nearly all the freight cars used in the railroad industry at 
the time, and built the early subway cars for New York and London. By the end of the 1890’s, Bixby 
was Chairman of the Board and President of American Car and a millionaire many, many times over. In 
1905 at the relatively young age of 48, he retired. But for a brief stint as chairman of the Laclede Gas 
Light Company, he pursued his many avocations for the rest of his life.

Art and literature dominated his interests. Bixby endowed the St. Louis Art Museum with significant 
contributions of his talent and treasure. He founded the School of Fine Arts at Washington University, 
which resides in Bixby Hall. He was instrumental in the funding and the building of a home for the 
St. Louis Artists Guild. In addition to his collection of original Burns material he had an extensive 
collection of rare books and manuscripts that is widely recognised even today as one of the greatest 
ever assembled.

After the fair many of the relics displayed in the Burns Cottage were left in St. Louis. Bixby saw the 
need to retain these relics in conjunction with his own Burns collection. The Burns Club of St. Louis 
was founded in part as a repository for this world class collection of Burnsiana.

On January 25th, 1905, not long after the dust settled from the World’s Fair, the first meeting of the 
Burns Club of St. Louis was held. It was small, like that first Burns Supper 104 years earliers. Six men 
were in attendance including Bixby, men influential in arts and commerce in St. Louis, and all directly 
involved with the Burns Cottage Association and the Louisiana Purchase Exposition.

The club very quickly drew the interest of the influential men who were associated with Bixby and 
the original members. As I have mentioned, Bixby was instrumental in building a home for the St. Louis 
Artists Guild. In 1907 Bixby commissioned architect Louis Speiring, a renowned Beaux Arts architect, 
to design the structure. Speiring himself was one of the principal designers and architects of the World’s 
Fair grounds. His last project before his untimely death we enjoy today as the Sheldon Concert Hall, 
considered one of the most acoustically perfect buildings in the world.

The Artist Guild building at 812 N. Union would incorporate a room on the second floor that was 
a replica of the living room of the Auld Clay Biggin. It would be a home for the collected relics from the 
World’s Fair Burns Cottage, and serve as the permanent meeting place for the Burns Club of St. Louis. 
In the basement of this structure Spiering incorporated a large space with magnificent vaulted ceilings 
as a place for the distinguished members and their guests to enjoy the Burns night supper. For 65 years 
this building served as the home of our club.

The final act of the early years of the Burns Club of St. Louis that literally cemented Robert Burns’s 
presence in our city was the commission of the statue of Burns that stands beside Bixby Hall on Skinker 
Boulevard on the grounds of Washington University, not far from the site of the world’s Fair Burns 
Cottage.

A few years before his death, Bixby and the club commissioned sculptor Robert Aitken to design 
this monument. Aitken himself was responsible for much great public sculpture in the United States 
during that period, including the West Pediment of the United States Supreme Court Building. The 
Burns statue was dedicated in January 1929 to commemorate the 170th birthday of the Bard.

By the 1920’s the club numbered 25 or so members. Ten of the members as late as 1924 were 
former directors of the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, including the president of the Exposition 
himself, David R. Francis.

The rest, as they say, is history. Without interruption the club has met annually and our membership 
gradually expanded to forty. Many men have been instrumental in the perpetuation of our club over 
the years, names to numerous to mention, but all shared Bixby’s passion for Burns and for the Burns 
Club of St. Louis.

So after 100 years it is worth asking what, exactly is this Burns Club of St. Louis?
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In April 1965, in the foreword to a bound volume of ten years of Burns night minutes and 
addresses, it was written:

The members of the Burns Club meet on the night of the Birthday Dinner to pay 
homage to the memory of the poet and too try to capture something of the spirit of 
the man. They listen to tributes… They hear songs sung, and they themselves join in 
the singing. The fragments of business they transact are enlivened by a good fellowship 
that spans absence, difference in occupation, and the more causual greetings of the 
busy world of affairs.

That is an apt description. But the Club is more than that. It is first and foremost a Burns Club… 
the living legacy of 18th century literary societies of Edinburgh that were alive with the excitement of 
the arrival of the Poet from Ayrshire. It is a descendant of that first Burns Supper held on that cold night 
in January 1801.

It is also the Burns Club of St. Louis. It is a living inheritance of the world’s most spectacular 
international exposition, and the confidence, inspiration and creativity of the men who made St. Louis 
the cultural crossroads of the world 100 years ago.

And it the lasting legacy of William K. Bixby, a man who through his own talent made millions, 
and used those millions to endow universities, cultural institutions and art and rare book collections, 
all for the good of mankind. It is clear to me that the Burns Club was the favourite passion of this man 
who had many extraordinary passions. He was the only president of our club from its founding until 
his death in 1931, and he missed only one meeting over those 26 years when he was half way around 
the world on safari.

If “wad some Power the giftie gie us” gave us the gift to step back in time, to attend the St. Louis 
Burns Supper of 1970, or of 1950, or of 1910, there is little that we would find unusual or even 
the slightest bit out of place. Yes, we taste single malts today, and call Scotchmen Scotsmen, but the 
continuity of this evening over the last hundred years is in and of itself a remarkable gift in an era of 
such unrelenting and irrepressible change. The songs we sing, the parade of the haggis, the swirl of cigar 
smoke, the laughter, the skirl of the pipes, the lament, nearly everything we do here tonight would be 
familiar to Bixby, and he would smile as sincerely and naturally as he did at each of the 25 meetings 
over which he presided – one quarter of our existence.

In a moment we will join hands to sing Auld Lang Syne like we have for one hundred years at the 
close of the evening. We will link hands not only with each other, but with all the men who have been  
a part of our club over the last century, including the remarkable men who brought us the World’s 
Fair. And we will link not only with them, but with Burns Clubs throughout history, around the world, 
reaching back through the fog of time to 1801 on that blustery January night in Alloway, where a few 
men gathered to remember their departed friend. Through the distance of time they could not know us 
and we cannot know them, but for our one common interest. Ultimately tonight, gentlemen, thanks to 
the effort of those who have gone before us, we reach back through time to join hands with the Bard 
himself.

Gentlemen, to the Burns Club of St. Louis!
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Ten years before Robert Burns was born, 
another poet died. Two thousand men 
followed his coffin on the fifteen mile 

journey from his home in the shadow of 
Schiehallion to his grave in a little Highland 
churchyard. He was in his eightieth year, a clan 
chief, beloved by his people, whose forebear 
fought at Bannockburn, and the only man 
involved in the great Risings of 1688, 1715 
and 1745. Alexander Robertson of Struan, aka 
the Poet Chief, was the 13th chief of the Clan 
Donnachaidh - the children of Duncan. The 
eponymous Duncan burst into history around 
1300 in Highland Perthshire. A descendant of the 
Celtic earls of Atholl and King Duncan I, he and 
his clan sheltered Robert Bruce and his queen 
after the Battle of Methven in 1306 and were by 
his side at Dalrigh against the Macdougalls of 
Lorne. On one of the clan’s excursions against 
the Macdougalls, the standard bearer found a 
globe of rock crystal adhering to his flag pole 
- the Clach na Bratach. On display at the Clan 
Museum at Bruar, this has been the charm stone 
and symbol of the Clan for seven centuries. The 
clan was at Bannockburn with Bruce and the 
introduction of the name Robert into the clan at 
this time was probably in his honour.

In 1438 the fourth chief, Robert, was granted 
a charter for his lands of Struan which covered 
much of north western Perthshire as his reward 
for capturing the leaders of the assassins of King 
James I. His clansmen began to use the name 
Robert-son after him; some retained Duncan,; 
others chose Reid (ruadh), a red-headed branch 
of the kindred who dominated Strathardle east 
of Pitlochry.

The core of the clan territory was Glen 
Errochty, south of Blair Castle, and Rannoch. 
Often combining with the Stewarts as the 
Athollmen, they became recognised amongst 
the most formidable forces in the Highlands and 
fought for the Stuart kings at every opportunity, 
initially under Montrose. In the words of 19th 
century historian, Robert Scott Fittis ‘The 

THE CLAN DONNACHAIDH SOCIETY

Robertsons of Athole were long esteemed the 
best swordsmen in Scotland, and their prowess, 
under the royal banner, mainly contributed to 
the brilliant triumphs of Montrose.’ A Robertson 
of Lude once cut off the two buttons on his 
adversary’s shirt collar as a hint his head might 
follow.

Born in 1670, the Poet Chief was one of 
the most remarkable men of his time, blessed 
with ability to charm all those who met him - 
and drink them under the table. He sacrificed 
everything for the Jacobite cause in which he 
believed and spent many years in exile in France. 
In an age when barbarism and the Highlands 
were synonymous, he could versify in English, 
Gaelic, French, Italian, Latin and Greek. Louis 
XIV ‘pronounced him the most accomplished 
Gentleman in his court. Indeed he went under 
the name of the Scottish Gentleman.’

The biting political squibs and satires that 
poured from his pen achieved wide currency and 
great popularity and on these his contemporary 
fame and the sobriquet of the Poet Chief rest. 
But he was also inspired by the love of his native 
country, writing in the style of Dryden, as he 
expressed his joy at his return home after one of 
his periods in exile.

Globe of Rock Crystal
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‘Expand thy Gates, thou bless’d Abode!
Thy long neglected Cells repair.
Confess the bounteous Care of God,
Our STREPHON breathes his native Air:
Lo! he returns to cheer our dismal State,
And purify once more his sweet, his lov’d Retreat.

Ere while we mourn’d, with honest Grief,
STREPHON, just Object of our Tears,
Our Swains in Sighing sought Relief,
Our Nymphs in silent Floods of Tears:
Our callow Shepherds, in a doleful Mood,
Like Orphans dwindled, and despair’d of Food.

But now they congregate to sing
Te Deums with distended Throats;
The woody Rocks, disused to sing,
Repeat with Joy the heav’nly Notes,
And bless the great Creator, who displays
His secret Providence in wondrous Ways.

Our pretty feather’d Quire apace,
In shady Bow’rs commence to build,
And propagate a num’rous Race,
Fearing no more to be expell’d,
Like STREPHON, in their Mansions to remain
Obscure, till Innocence revive her drooping Train.’

In 1787, more than sixty years after Struan 
wrote this poem, Robert Burns visited Clan 
Donnachaidh country. Virtually within sight of 
the old chief’s home he penned ‘The Humble 
Petition of Bruar Water’. Given the break from 
the classical tradition in which Struan wrote, 
one can see the same sentiments inspired both 
poets.

‘The sober lav’rock, warbling wild,
Shall to the skies aspire;
The gowdspink, Music’s gayest child,
Shall sweetly join the choir;
The blackbird strong, the lintwhite clear,
The mavis mild and mellow;
The robin pensive Autumn cheer,
In all her locks of yellow.’

Struan’s lands were forfeited for rebellion. 
His heir lived and died in exile in France. 
The estate was returned to the family in 1784 
but carried heavy debts. Successive chiefs 
struggled to hold on to the property but the 
last significant acreage was sold in the mid 19th 
century. No clan lands in Atholl were cleared. 
In consequence, perhaps, none of the old clan 
lairds are left. Today’s chief, Alexander Gilbert 
Haldane Robertson of Struan, is the 23rd since 
Duncan. He is a farmer in Kent.

With their country on the edge of the 
Highland line, the burgeoning industries of the 
south meant that the Clan Donnachaidh were 
amongst the first to emigrate to the Lowlands 
or overseas. Clan links never broke. The Loyal 
Clan Donachie Volunteers was raised in the 
Napoleonic Wars. Andrew Robertson, a portrait 
miniaturist, began the first register of tartan in 
1815. The clan united to prevent the Duke of 
Atholl closing the kirk at Struan in 1819 and has 
supported it ever since. Last year members of the 
Clan Society gave £6,000 to its appeal. Captain 
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Alexander Robertson of Struan, the 16th Chief, 
founded the Society of Athollmen in 1822 to 
link the Stewarts and Robertsons and promote 
the disappearing Highland culture. It began 
the Atholl Gathering which still meets at Blair 
Castle. A Clan Society was founded in 1825. 
This has been through various vicissitudes but 
has been producing an annual magazine since 
1951. In 1969, the Society founded the first 
purpose-built Clan museum and centre on the 
banks of Burns’s Bruar Water. This is central to 
the Clan Gathering called by Struan each year.

Now with affiliated branches across the 
world, the Society’s purpose is to preserve and 
promote the history, heritage and sentiment of 
the Clan. It also has an educational aspect and 
gives grants to various establishments. It offers 
a vigorous Youth Programme, genealogy services 
and a project which is using DNA to establish 
clan and family links in the world-wide diaspora 
of the Robertsons, Duncans, Reids and their 
septs.

The Clan Donnachaidh Society,
Clan Donnachaidh Centre,
Bruar, Pitlochry,
Perthshire PH18 5TW
+44 (0)1796 483 338
clandonnachaidh@compuserve.com
www.donnachaidh.com

  ————————

£10,000 PARTY FOR 
ROBERT BRUCE

 
Up to £10.000 will be spent to celebrate the 

700th anniversary of events in Dumfries that led 
to Robert the Bruce becoming King of Scotland. 
A fireworks display, including Bruce’s face in 
lights, is expected in a mass celebration at the 
Whitesands on February 11th, 2006. Battle re-
enactments historical talks, choir performances 
and medieval dancers are also being considered 
to mark the event. This event marks the slaying 
of John Comyn, a rival for the throne, by Bruce 
in Greyfriars Church which led to him being 
announced as Scotland’s King in February, 2006.

Meh Granda
by D. C. Taylor

Meh Granda never wis weel aff
He aye had money troubles

Ye see he aised tae punt each day
On three cross thrup’nny doubles
An’ though he often had hard luck

He never won a maik,
But aye he kept on punting for
The pair auld bookie’s sake.

Meh Granda yaised tae like a pint
He liked a nip an’ a’

In fact he liked them baith sae much
He aye had ane or twa

An‘ tho’ it made him stagger whiles
It ne’er gaed tae his haid

It aye gaed doon his wee short legs
An’ trae his feet instead.

Mah Granda yaised tae stap his pipe
Brimfu’ with Bogie Roll

An’ he wad puff awa until
It glowed liked Kelty coal

Tae see him puffing wi content
Wis sometimes gey uncanny

‘Cause it wis clear he loved his pipe
A lot mair than meh Granny.

Meh Granda wis a puit wee soul
Aye gentle an sae canny

Aye willing tae dae onything
He thocht wad plais meh Granny
Next tae his pipe she yaised to be

Meh Granda’s greatest joy
An’ he wis aye richt prood tae be

Meh Granny’s wee toy boy.

Alas meh Granda’s lang passed on
Tae whaur a’ toy boys gae

An’ he gaed there far fester than
His horses yaised tae gae

but sadly there he gets nae punts
Nae nips nae Bogie Roll

He’s far too busy shuffling in
Auld Nick’s fest burning coal.

The poem “Meh Granny” appeared on page 56 of 
the Autumn ‘05 issue.
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RAVENSCRAIG BURNS CLUB
“Success on Burns circuit breeds

success – for a’ that”
The continuing success of one of the top events on the Burns Circuit in Lanarkshire has helped 

promote the works of the National Bard, especially among school children. The Ravenscraig Burns 
Club which attracts many of the country’s leading Burnsians to its top table each January has donated 
£1,200 to support a number of Burns ventures during the 2005-06 session. Club secretary Tommy 
Brennan handed over a cheque for £600 to Walter Watson, then President of the Robert Burns World 
Federation Ltd, to cover the running of National Competitions and Festival with Scottish schools. A 
cheque for £600 was also presented to Robert Dalziel, Burns’ Federation Scottish Schools Convener, 
on behalf of the Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs to organise and support the Lanarkshire 
Regional Finals for the National Schools Burns Competition. Tommy Brennan said: “The Ravenscraig 
Burns Club, through a lot of hard work, has established a reputation for the consistent high quality 
of its speakers to our annual Burns Night which is a sell-out at Colville Park Country Club. “Now, 
we would like to turn the proceeds of that evening towards providing an opportunity for the next 
generation of enthusiasts to gain experience of reciting and singing the Bards’ works in public. 
“Hopefully, that will not only enhance their own education and an understanding of our Scottish 
culture, but will also help keep alive the works of Robert Burns.” Walter Watson, President of the 
World Federation added: “This continued support from the Ravenscraig Club is greatly appreciated 
and goes a long way to meeting the costs of running the various competitions where the standards 
seem to improve year on year.”

Secretary Tommy Brennan (centre) hands over the Ravenscraig Burns Club cheque to Walter Watson,
President of the Robert Burns World Federation, as past President Robert Dalziel (left) looks on.

Media enquirie to David Bell, Bell Media, on 01698 383038. 24 Mossacre Road, Wishaw. ML2 8LZ.
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A DEFENCE OF ROBERT BURNS
The following tribute, written after the Poet’s death by James Gray to the Poet’s brother Gilbert 
Burns. Gray was a master at the High School of Dumfries.

“It was my good fortune to be introduced to the Poet soon after I went to Dumfries. This was 
early in 1794, and I saw him often and intimately during the remainder of his life. I have 
often been with him in his scenes of merriment, passing with him the social hour. I have 

been delighted by the constant flashes of a brilliant wit,  playful or caustic, as the occasion required; 
but never disgusted by anything coarse, vicious, or vulgar. I have not unfrequently enjoyed with him 
the morning walk – seen him clear and unclouded. I was astonished by the extent and prompitude of 
his information – by his keen inspection into human character – by the natural, warm, and energetic 
flow of his eloquence – and by the daring flights of his imagination. I have often seen him portray, 
with a pencil dipped in the colours of the rainbow, everything fair, great, or sublime, in human 
character or nature at large; and along with those, I ever heard him the zealous advocate of humanity, 
religion, virtue and freedom. On these occasions I have heard him quote the English poets, from 
Shakespeare down to Cowper; while their finest passages seemed to acquire new beauty from his 
energetic recitation. His countenance, on these occasions, would brighten, and his large dark eyes 
would sparkle with delight. At other times he would roll them over the purple tints of the morning 
sky, or the varied beauties of a fine landscape; while he would burst out into glowing descriptions, 
or enthusiastic stralus of adoration, worthy of the royal Hebrew bard.

He seemed to me to frequent convivial parties from the same feelings with which he wrote poetry, 
because nature had eminently qualified him to shine there, and he never on any occasion indulged 
in solitary drinking. He was always the living spirit of the company, and, by the communications of 
his genius, seemed to animate every one present with a portion of his own fire. He indulged in the 
sally of wit and humour, of striking originality, and sometimes of bitter sarcasm, but always free from 
the least taint of grossness. I was, from the commencement of my acquaintance with him, struck 
with his aversion to all kinds of indelicacy, and have seen him dazzle and delight a party for hours 
together by the brilliancy and rapidity of his flashes; without even an allusion that could give offence 
to vestal purity.

I often met him at breakfast parties, which were then customary at Dumfries; and on these 
occasions, if he had been suffering from midnight excesses, it must have been apparent. But his 
whole air was that of one who had enjoyed refreshing slumbers, and who arose happy in himself, 
and to diffuse happiness on all around him; his complexion was fresh and clear, his eye brilliant, his 
whole frame vigorous and elastic, and his imagination ever on the wing. His morning conversations 
were marked by an impassioned eloquence that seemed to flow from immediate inspiration, and shed 
an atmosphere of light and beauty around everything it touched, alternately melting and elevating 
the souls of all who heard him. In our solitary walks on a summer morning, the simplest flowret by 
the wayside, every sight of rural simplicity and happiness, every creature that seemed to drink the 
joy of the seasons, awakened the sympathy of his heart, which flowed in spontaneous music from his 
lips; and every new opening of the beauty or the magnificence of the scene before him called forth 
the poetry of his soul.

As a friend, now views of selfishness ever made him faithless to those whom he had once 
honoured with that name – ever ready to aid them by the wisdom of his counsels, when his means 
were in adequate to their relief; and, by a delicate sympathy, to soothe the sufferings and sorrows he 
could not heal. As a citizen he never neglected a single professional duty; and even on the slender 
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income of an Excise officer, he never contracted a single debt he could not pay. He could submit to 
privatione, but could not brook the dependence of owing anything to any man on earth. To the poor 
he was liberal beyond his limited means, and the cry of the unfortunate was never addressed to him 
in vain; and when he could not himself relieve their necessities, he was often known, by a pathetic 
recital of their misfortunes, to draw the tear and open the purse of those who were not famed either 
for tenderness of heart or charity; on such occasions it was impossible to resist his solicitations.

He was a kind and attentive father, and took great delight in spending his evenings in the 
cultivation of the minds of his children. Their education was the grand object of his life, and he 
did not like most parents, think it sufficient to send them to public schools; he was their private 
instructor; and even at that early age bestowed great pains in training their minds to habits of thought 
and reflection, and in keeping them pure from every form of vice. This he considered a sacred duty, 
and never, to his last illness, relaxed in his diligence.

With his eldest son, a boy of not mor than nine years of age, he had read many of the favourite 
poets, and some of the best historians of our language; and what is more remarkable, gave him 
considerable aid in the study of Latin. This boy attended the Grammar School of Dumfries, and soon 
attracted my notice by the strength of his talent, and the ardour of his ambition. Before he had been 
a year at school, I thought it right to advance him a form; and he began to read Caesar, and gave me 
translations of that author of such beauty as, I confessed, surprised me. On inquiry, I found that his 
father made him turn over his dictionary till he was able to translate to him the passage in such a way 
that he could gather the author’s meaning, and that it was to him he owed that polished and forcible 
English with which I was so greatly struck. I now have mentioned this incident merely to show what 
minute attention he paid to this important branch of parental duty.

Many insinuations have been made against his character as a husband; but I am happy to say 
that I have in exculpation the direct evidence of Mrs. Burns herself, who, among many amiable and 
respectable qualities, ranks a veneration for the memory of her departed husband, whom she never 
names but in terms of the profoundest respect and the deepest regret, to lament his misfortunes, 
or to extol his kindnesses to herself, not as the momentary overflowings of the heart, in a season of 
penitence for offences generously forgiven, but an habitual tenderness that ended only with his life. 
I place this evidence, which I am proud to bring forward on her own authority, against a thousand 
anonymous calumnies.

To this very end of his existence, all the powers of his mind were as vigorous as in the blossom of 
their spring; and it may be asked, if the numerous songs written for Mr. Thomson’s collection, which 
were his last compositions, and by many considered the glory of his genius, indicate any intellectual 
decay? I saw him four days before he died, and though the hand of death was obviously upon him, 
he repeated to me a little poem he had composed the day before, full of energy and tenderness.

Your brother partook, in an eminent degree, of the virtues of the poetical temperament. He was 
often hurried into error by the impetuosity of their passions, but he was never their slave; he was 
often led astry by the meteor lights of pleasure, but he never lost sight of the right way, to which he 
was ever eager to return; and, amid of his wanderings and his self conflicts, his heart was pure and his 
principles untainted. Though he was often well-nigh broken-hearted by the severity of his fate, yet he 
was never heard to complain; and, had he not been an unconnected individual, he would have defied 
fortune; but his sorrows for his wife and children, for whom he suffered much, and feared more, were 
keen and acute; yet unmingled with selfishness. All his life he had to maintain a hard struggle with 
cares; and he often had to labour under those depressions to which genius is subject; yet his spirit 
never stooped from its lofty career, and, to the very end of his warfare with himself and with fortune, 
he continued strong in its independence. The love of posthumous fame was the master passion of 
his soul, which kept all other in subordination, and prevented them from running into that disorder 
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The illustration has a strong connection with 
Robert Burns. What is it, and where is it? We are 
offering a small prize (book) to the first correct 
answer – forward by letter only to the editor.

—————————

which his great susceptibility to all those objects which pleased his fancy or interested his heart, and 
the vivacity of all his emotions might, without this regulating principle, have produced. Amidst the 
darkest overshadowings of his fate, or the most alluring temptations of  pleasure, it was his consoling 
and leading star, and, as it directed his eyes to distant ages, it was often his only support in the one, 
and the most powerful check against the dangerous indulgence of the other. Possessing an eloquence 
that might have guided the councils of nations, and which would have been eagerly courted by any 
party, he would have perished by famine rather than submit to the degradation of becoming the 
tool of faction. It is a known fact that he rejected a sum equal to his whole annual income, for the 
support of those measures which he thought most for the interests of the country. He had a loftiness 
of sentiment that raised him above making his genius a hireling even in a good cause, and his laurels 
were never stained by a single act of venality.

Though his chosen companions were not more remarkable for talent that for the respectability 
of their character, and the purity of their lives, and many ladies, of the most delicate and cultivated 
minds and elegant manners, were numbered among his friends, who clung to him through good and 
through bad report, and still cherish an affectionate and enthusiastic regard for his memory, yet has 
he been accused of being addicted to low company. Qualified for the noblest employments, he was 
condemned to drudge in the lowest occupations – often in scenes where to avoid contamination was 
an effort of virtue. Accumulated misfortunes, and the cruelty of mankind, actually broke his heart, 
and hurried him to a premature grave, which to him has been no sanctuary, for the voice of calumny 
has been heard even there; but prejudices will pass away, and posterity will do him justice. I shall 
deem it the proudest work of my life, if my feeble efforts shall be in the slightest degree instrumental 
in correcting erroneous opinions, which have been too long and too widely circulated.”

—————————————

WHAT IS IT, AND WHERE IS IT?

SUPPORT THE AIMS OF THE
ROBERT BURNS WORLD FEDERATION

BY PURCHASING A SHARE/S IN

THE 200 CLUB
A single share in the Club

costs £12 per annum.
Cash prizes to the lucky winner are paid

out three to four times a year
For further details contact:
Moira Rennie Dunsmore,

5 Southwark Close,
Stevenage, Herts. SG1 4PG.
Telephone: 01438 228366
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SPONSOR FEDERATION’S NATIONAL
SCHOOL CHILDRENS COMPETITION

One of the many highlights of the Federation Conference in Ayr was the hospitality given to 
the Delegates by Alloway Burns Club in Alloway Church after the Sunday Service.

Above Past President of the Federation John Skilling and assistants serving soup to the
Delegates in the Church Hall.

—————————————

FEDERATION SCHOOLS COMPETITIONS – 2006
PRIMARY – 22nd APRIL in DUMFRIES ACADEMY

SECONDARY – 29th APRIL in DUMFRIES ACADEMY
CHORAL – 13th MAY in MOTHERWELL CIVIC THEATRE.

Sponsored by  
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CHRONICLE EDITOR HAD TWO 
KILMARNOCK EDITIONS IN HIS 

COLLECTION
 By Peter J. Westwood

 
It is not so well-known that Duncan M’Naught, (on the right) by dint of a lifetime’s patient labour 

and enthusiasm, had gathered together one of the finest collections of first editions of Burns, and 
volumes relating to Burns and Burnsians, to be found anywhere. His collection was purchased by 
Mr John Gribbel of Philadelphia, U.S.A. The amount paid is not known but since it was common 
knowledge that Duncan repeatedly refused £1000 for the uncut copy of the first Kilmarnock edition 
alone, we may reasonably assume that the price was well into the four figures. The aforementioned copy 
of the first Kilmarnock edition was only one for sale out of four that were discovered, the other three 
having been imprisoned for some time in public institutions. In fact one of these copies is in the Burns 
Cottage Museum, Alloway.

The name of Mr Gribbel will be well known to the readers of the Chronicle as the restorer to 
Scotland of the Glenriddel Manuscripts. Mr Gribbel visited Benrig, Kilmaurs, the home of Mr M’Naught 
and was keenly impressed by his collection. After an examination of it he enthusiastically declared it to 
be the finest collection of its kind in the world, and was determined not to leave Scotland until he had 
completed the purchase.

At the time it was stated that lovers of Burns need have no fear about this collection being broken 
up and scattered, since Mr Gribbel gave assurance that it would be retained as a whole and would be 
known as “The M’Naught Collection”.

The Burns Federation would like to know the present whereabouts of the Collection, and as to 
whether or not it was eventually broken-up. Any information please to the editor. 

In all the Collection consisted of 600 volumes, including old magazines from 1780 to 1810, 
phamphlets and magazines relating to Burns, 20 portraits and engravings of the Poet, a number of 
superb photographs of scenes in the Burns country; and 65 letters from descendants of Burns, 50 of 
which were from the granddaughter, Mrs Sarah Burns Hutchinson, and the remainder from Mrs Burns 
Scott, Adelaide, Australia, daughter of Mrs Hurchinson and from Colonel James Glencairn Burns.

The Collection included the following copies of rare editions, all published during the Poet’s lifetime:
- 1st Kilmarnock Edition, 1786 (Uncut), 1st Kilmarnock Edition, 1786 (Cut), 1st Edinburgh Edition 
with original boards (Uncut), 1st London Edition, with original boards (Uncut), Edinburgh Edition, 
1793 (2 vols), Edinburgh Edition, 1794 (Uncut), Edinburgh Edition, 1794 (Cut), 1st Philadelphia 
Edition, 1788, 1st New York Edition, 1788, 1st, 2nd and 3rd Belfast Editions, 1787, 1790 and 1793, 
1st, 2nd and 3rd Dublin Editions, 1787, 1789 and 1790, etc. etc.

It may have been that Mr M’Naught’s position as Editor and Past President of the Burns Federation 
helped him to acquire such a magnificent collection, your Editor has not been so lucky!

2009
Burns Cottage Alloway

“YEAR of the HOMECOMING”
ROBERT BURNS

250th ANNIVERSARY
of BIRTH
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Duncan M’Naught

HORNBOOK MEDIA

PATRONS of the 
ROBERT BURNS

WORLD FEDERATION

Mrs. ELMA CONNOR
LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY
BURNS TRUST
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Above: President Walter Watson presenting a Certificate of Honorary Membership of The Burns Federation to 
Patricia Ferguson, MSP, Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport at the Annual Conference in Ayr. Below: from 
left to right – Overseas members of the Board – May Crawley (Canada), A. MacArthur Irvin (USA), Shirley Bell 
(Chief Executive), President Walter Watson, Patricia Ferguson, MSP and Jim O’Lone (Australia).
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“FOR THE FUTURE BE PREPARED”
 

The future of the Robert Burns World Federation was given a boost with the announcement by 
Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport Patricia Ferguson MSP of a grant of £100,000  over the next 
five years to help fund our Organisation.

Following her announcement at the AGM in Ayr on 10 September, the Minister was presented with 
Honorary Membership of the Robert Burns World Federation and the photograph (opposite) shows 
Patricia Ferguson MSP receiving her Certificate of Membership from President Walter Watson.

The 250th Anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns in 2009 will be at the forefront of the Year of 
Homecoming celebrations and the Federation will be involved in many of the worldwide events and 
projects taking place throughout the year.

The following extract from the Minister’s speech - which received a standing ovation from the 
Delegates at Conference - will be of interest to Members unable to be with us on what was a most 
enjoyable weekend in Ayr.

Patricia Ferguson MSP, Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport:-

“I am delighted to be here this morning and it is fantastic to see the dedication of so many 
international delegates who have travelled from far and wide to be here today.

One of the reasons I am joining you this morning is to demonstrate the Scottish Executive’s 
commitment and support of the Burns Federation.

As you know I consider you as KEY STAKEHOLDERS and anticipate the Federation will play 
a major part in the preparation for and celebration of Year of Homecoming in 2009. The 250th 
anniversary of Burns’ birth is an extremely valuable opportunity to make the most of a strong 
partnership, which will allow us to promote our cultural heritage towards encouraging visitors from 
all round the World to come and see what Scotland has to offer. We want to bring our rich past history 
to life for those who live and work here, as a legacy for our children and for those from farther afield 
who are interested in finding out about their families ancestral connections with Scotland.

Towards that goal I am delighted to be able to announce here for the first time that the Scottish 
Executive is going to support the Robert Burns World Federation through a grant of £100K (one 
hundred thousand pounds) over the next 5 years to help fund your operations. I hope this will enable the 
Federation to flourish under the steady hand of your Board and continue to make a huge contribution 
to Homecoming in 2009 through your depth of knowledge and information about Burns.

As arrangements progress towards 2009 it will be necessary to establish an Advisory Board 
and Project Manager to support Allan Burns, who has been appointed as the Chairman of Year of 
Homecoming 2009. These arrangements are at an early stage but I am also very happy to confirm that 
Shirley Bell has kindly agreed to sit on the Advisory Board and we are delighted to have her expertise 
to hand representing the Federation.

I am sorry I won’t be able to join you at dinner this evening but wish you every success in the future 
and look forward to seeing the Robert Burns World Federation go from strength to strength.”

2009
Burns Cottage Alloway

“YEAR of the HOMECOMING”
ROBERT BURNS

250th ANNIVERSARY
of BIRTH
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THE MYSTERIOUS ADVENTURES OF
A BOWLING CUP

By Sheila Cooke

In early March 2004 I received a letter from Janine Hewison, living in Urunga, NSW Australia, enclosing 
a series of e-mails highlighting the correspondence between her and John Thompson who had created a 
web-site entitled webmaster@bowls-clubs.co.uk 
29 February 2004: “Some thirty years ago friends of ours found what appears to be a Perpetual trophy 

inscribed Sheffield Caledonian Bowling Club Champion Cup 1875.  It seems that it was found at a Sydney 
garbage dump.  The trophy appears to be silver (in very good condition) and the body of the cup measures 
approximately 8 inches in height and 4 inches in diameter.  Winners date from 1875 with the last in 1897.  
It seems a shame that something of this historic value should lie in waste and not find a repository in a place 
where its value could be recognised.  I am at a loss as to where I might find a way in which to have this trophy 
returned and have obtained your address from searching the Web, but other web sites I have tried have only 
resulted from mail not being able to be delivered. I am keen to have your views because I am a keen lady bowler 
and would like to see this returned if possible. Janine Hewison”

1 March 2004: “Thanks for your message. It may take some time to locate the correct place. Leave it with 
me and as soon as I have some news I will be in touch. Regards, John”

2 March 2004: “I have been on my trawl and located the Sheffield Caledonian Society. I have very few 
other details but their website can be found at<http://www.sheffieldcaledonians.co.uk/index.htm> Maybe a 
letter to their secretary at 80 GROVE ROAD, SHEFFIELD, S7 2GZ

I would be very pleased to hear what finally happens to the cup. Regards, John”
When this was read out at our Council meeting on 15 March there was great amazement and delight 

and on 20 March Janine was contacted and a suggestion made for the cup to be collected and taken over to 
Sheffield.

On 24th March I received an e-mail from Janine. By sheer chance she was coming over on her first trip to 
London on 28th March to visit her son and would bring the cup with her.

On 3rd April Janine arrived in Sheffield to a warm welcome by members of the Caledonian Society 
including a skirl of the pipes and handed over the trophy to our President, Mary Hart. 

So what was the story behind the correspondence?
“Sheffield Caledonian Bowling Club Champion Cup 1875” was engraved on the cup under which were 

a series of names of winners from 1875 to the last date, 1897, when it was won by RJ Twivey. 60 years later it 
was picked up by Barry and Joyce Ryder. Their daughter had caught a glimpse of something shining in a new 
tip at Terry Hills on the northern beaches of Sydney, Australia. They described what happened next: 

“We asked the tip manager if we could have it and he said yes. It was in very good condition and being 
a very sporting family it was put in the trophy cabinet. As we are getting older we always hoped it could be 
returned to its home”. The Ryders told their friends Janine and Bill Hewison the story of the cup and they 
volunteered to help solve the mystery.

Who was RJ Twivey and how did the cup end up in Australia? There was no Twivey in the Sheffield 
Telephone Directory, but a mention of this amazing story in the Sheffield Star newspaper brought a response 
when a reader, Pippa Field, remembered her parents being friendly with an Australian, Johnny Twivey, who 
married a local girl Beryl and  went to live in Horning, Norfolk. It was a start!

A copy of the Star was sent by a previous neighbour to an elderly gentleman, Michael Beardshaw, now 
living in Norfolk.  He contacted Tom Docherty and said that before the First World War, his grandparents Mary 
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and George Twivey kept the Brincliffe Oaks Hotel, Nether Edge, which had a bowling green in the grounds. 
After contacting his relatives in Brisbane he found out that Edward, son of Mary and George Twivey (and his 
uncle) emigrated to Australia in 1912. Edward’s son Johnny was in the Royal Australian Air Force and came 
over to England during the Second World War. Michael and Johnny remember seeing a trophy engraved with 
the name Twivey in a glass case above the bar at the Brincliffe Oaks Hotel. No relative in Australia remembers 
ever seeing the cup or has any idea how it got to Australia.

There are several unanswered questions. Why did the Bowling Competition apparently stop after 1897?  
Did enthusiasm for membership of the Society wane around that time and the Bowling Competition lose its 
appeal? The Boer War started in 1899. Did many of the young men who might have competed for the cup go 
off to fight for Queen and country?

Who took it to Australia?   Who considered it of such little interest or value that it was thrown away? Could 
it have been stolen and unable to be sold on, tossed onto a rubbish dump?

Our sincere thanks go to the Ryders for rescuing the cup, looking after it for over 40 years and wanting to 
see it return home. We are also very grateful to the Hewisons who not only persisted in finding us, but then 
flew across from Australia to deliver the cup in person! 

 One thing is certain, without modern technology our cup would never have found its way back. John 
Thompson’s bowls-club’s website and his ability to locate our Society made contact across the world possible 
within days. The exchange of details through e-mails took only 5 weeks to solve a mystery in Australia and 
return a lost cup to Sheffield. 

What would RJ Twivey have thought of that?
Alex Ritchie took the cup to a silversmith friend for polishing and repair. Now, shining magnificently, it 

stands proudly on a beautiful new black plinth.  So far it is keeping the details of its adventures to itself.
Sheila Cooke 

Can anyone help to answer the unresolved questions? We will be delighted to publish any 
information. (Ed.)

The cup has now been renamed the Phoenix Cup – a brilliant suggestion at Council by Alex Ritchie and 
will be awarded at Bowls events to the top scorer. Fittingly Alex was the first winner.

© Caledonian Society of Sheffield

—————————————

HELP
USED FOREIGN POSTAGE STAMPS

REQUIRED FOR FEDERATION FUNDS
 

As a result of material already received the Funds will benefit by £50. Our 
thanks go to:- Helen Murdoch and David McNaught (Australia), Rose Edgar 
and Jayne Brown (Dumfries), Miss Lees (Swindon), May Hyslop (Annan), Mary 
and Mike Wigley (France). Burns Club of Milwaukee (USA). Contributions to: 
The Editor, 1 Cairnsmore Road, Castle Douglas. DG7 1BN. Scotland.
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A village 
school in 
R i p p i n g a l e , 
B o u r n e , 
L incolnshire 
has become 
the latest cause 
to benefit from 
a couple’s 
phenomena l 
dedication to 
children.

Rippingale 
Primary School’s headteacher Patricia Ruff 
recently accepted a cheque for £500 from 
villagers Betty and John MacMillan.

Over the last 20 years the couple have raised 
more than £500,000 to help children overcome 
cancer by organising the annual Construction 
Trade Contractors’ Society BURNS SUPPER at 
London’s Savoy Hotel. This year’s event alone 
amassed an astounding £28,000 for children’s 
cancer research at St Bartholomew’s Hospital 
in London.

Betty took along a signed Michael Owen 
England football shirt to this year’s event to 
raise money for Rippingale CE Primary School, 
where she used to be a govenor. She explained: 
“I had brought the shirt to the school to auction 
last year but it didn’t raise enough. So instead I 
decided to auction it at the Burns Supper and it 
made £500.”

The MacMillans first became involved in 
fundraising for St Bartholomew’s when John 
was working as a builder at London’s Broadgate 
building after returning from working in Africa.

Betty said: “Obviously accidents happen 
on building sites at St Bart’s was the nearest 

BURNSIAN JOHN MacMILLAN AND HIS 
WIFE BETTY HAVE RAISED OVER £500,000 

FOR CHARITABLE CAUSES
accident and emergency ward. John became 
friendly with some people who worked there 
and found out that they carried out research 
into children’s cancer”.

Betty says the success of the Burns suppers 
is down to the emotive cause. “As soon as 
you mention cancer and children in the same 
sentence people open their wallets,” she said.

And if ever the couple thought their work 
was only helping children in London, a chance 
meeting in Bourne proved that was not the 
case.

Betty recalled: “I was giving a talk to the 
Red Cross Ladies in Bourne and mentioned that 
we had just funded a scanner to diagnose eye 
tumours in children. I noticed a lady crying and 
asked her why. She said her two year-old grand-
daughter from Morton had just benefited from 
the camera at 
St. Bart’s.

“It was 
great to 
know that we 
are helping 
c h i l d r e n 
too.”

The Burns 
Fe d e r a t i o n 
too have 
benefited by 
the generosity 
of Betty and 
John both the Schools Competition and The 
Burns Chronicle have received generous support.

(see also page 52)
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A TALE OF THREE LETTERS  

By Henryk Minc    

I. INTRODUCTION.   
Many Burnsians dream of acquiring an original copy of the Kilmarnock Edition, or at  least an 

original letter written and signed by the Bard. In most cases these dreams remain unfulfilled, but 
some of the disappointed Burnsians console themselves with a facsimile  of the Kilmarnock Edition, 
or with original unpublished letters of the poet’s relatives, or  letters of people immortalised in 
Burns’s poems or letters. I have acquired recently three  original letters of  Sir William Pulteney: one 
written in Edinburgh and addressed to Welwood Maxwell in Dumfries, dated 14 November 1792; the 
second letter written in London on 22 September 1794, to the same addressee; and the third written 
in London a day later, on  the 23 September 1794, and addressed to William Pulteney’s brother, 
John Johnstone in Alva. This is a tale of these three letters. We shall refer to the letters as the “First 
Letter,” the “Second Letter”, and the “Third Letter,” respectively. The letters deal with legal matters, 
investments, property values, family problems, financial problems, etc. None of these letters relates 
directly to Robert Burns. Nevertheless William Pulteney, the writer of the three letters, Welwood 
Maxwell, the addressee of the first two letters, and five other individuals mentioned in the letters, 
viz., Robert Riddel, John Syme, James Clarke, Henry Dundas, and John Maxwell of Terraughty, belong 
to the very exclusive club of those referred to in poems or letters of Burns.  We shall say that  a man 
is “famosus” if he is mentioned by his name or nickname in a poem or a letter of Burns. The main 
purpose of this study is to show that the above men, well known in their time and mentioned in the 
three letters, indeed are famosi.  

   Note that the names “Welwood” and “Riddel” are so spelled in the three letters of William 
Pulteney. Some editors prefer to spell these names  W-e-l-l-w-o-o-d  and   R-i-d-d-e-l-l. However, 
Robert Burns himself spelled the name of his friend and neighbour  R-i-d-d-e-l (vide  [24/1985]*, 
letters 395, 413, 417, 429, 444, 452, 472, 489, 496, 499).

 

Fig. 1. Pages 1 and  2 of the First Letter.  
_______________________________________________________________________________

 * See REFERENCES at the end of the paper.                                                    
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Fig. 2. Page 3 and the wrapper of the First Letter.                                              

II. THE FIRST LETTER.
   The First Letter consists of three  7¼ ins. x 9 ins. pages, and a wrapper, that is, the address page 

(vide Figs.1 and 2). The first paragraph after “Dear Sir” opens with:  “I am much obliged to you for 
the trouble you have taken & for the papers you have sent me … …  (vide Fig. 1). Unfortunately it is 
not possible, without reference to earlier correspondence between Pulteney and Maxwell, to perceive 
with any certainty what was the trouble that Maxwell has taken, what papers did Maxwell send to 
Pulteney, what were the papers of the Regality Courts of Moffat, etc. Nevertheless we note that out 
of fourteen men whose names appear in the First Letter seven may be famosi.  These are, in order 
of their appearance in the First Letter:  Mr. Riddel (page 1, line 12),  Mr. Syme (page 1, last line), 
Mr. Clarke ( page 2, line 4), Mr. Dundas (page 3, lines 1 & 3), Terraughty (page 3, line 8), William 
Pulteney (page 3, line 7), and Welwood Maxwell Esqr. (address page). In the first five cases we can 
assert that they all are  famosi  if they can be identified as Captain Robert Riddel (1755-1794),  John 
Syme (1755-1831), James Clarke (1761?-1825), Henry Dundas (1742-1811), and John Maxwell of 
Terraughty, (1720-1814), respectively. In the First Letter (page 2, lines 2-3) Pulteney writes that he is 
glad that Mr. Clarke is willing to look into the papers of the Stewartry of Annandale although Pulteney 
and his brother are worried about the cost of finding the papers of the Regality Courts of  Moffat. 
Are these papers somehow related to the “Moffat School Affair”?  Nescimus. James Clarke was fully 
vindicated in the “Affair” in February 1792 (vide part (3) below), whereas the First Letter was written 
by Pulteney on 14 November 1792. It may be conjectured that “the papers” in the First Letter are 
somehow related to the “Affair” but there is no conclusive evidence in support of this conjecture. 

We conclude this section with a short biographical accounts of the four probable famosi.  We shall 
return to William Pulmeney in section V, and to the two Maxwells, John Maxwell of Terraughty and 
Welwood Maxwell, in section VI.

(1) Captain Robert Riddel (1755-1794)
Riddel studied at the Universities of St. Andrews and Edinburgh. He was interested in archeology, 

antiquarian pursuits, and music. In 1783 he retired from active service on half pay and made his 
home at Friars’ Carse, on the Glenriddel estate about half a mile upstream from the farm of Ellisland, 
on the same side of Nith. Burns rented the farm from June 1788 to November1791. Shortly after 
Burns’s arrival to Ellisland Riddel presented Burns with a key to Friars’ Carse, and the poet frequently 
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wandered through the estate, and meditated in the hermitage which Riddel had built. Robert Burns 
wrote at least nine letters to Robert Riddel ( [24/1985], letters 271, 340, 365, 472, 473A, 473B, 
481A, 481B, and 548). Robert Riddel is also mentioned in numerous letters of Burns to various other 
correspondents.  

Burns’s racy ballad “The Whistle” describes a drinking contest between Sir Robert Lawrie, 
(“gallant Sir Robert”), Robert Riddel (“trusty Glenriddel,” “worthy Glenriddel”) and Alexander 
Fergusson of Craigdarroch (a descendant of Annie Laurie), which took place on the 16th October 
1789 at Friars’ Carse.  John McMurdo was the judge, and Robert Burns (“A Bard”) “was selected 
to witness the fray.” Craigdarroch was the victor. He drank upwards of five bottles of claret before 
blowing the victory blast on the winning whistle.  In the “prose note” Riddel is referred to as  “the 
present Robert Riddel, Esqr of Glenriddel.” He is also mentioned as “ Glenriddel, skill’d in rusty 
coins” in the “Epistle to Robt. Graham Esq: of Fintry on the Election, Anno 1790” (line 40). When 
Robert Riddell died Burns wrote his  “Sonnet, on the Death of Robert Riddel, Esq. of Glen Riddel, April 
1794.” and “On Robert Riddel.” ([21/1968, pp. 729-30]). 

Captain Robert Riddel is indeed famosus.  Although we  cannot prove conclusively that Mr. Riddel 
of the First Letter is Captain Robert Riddel of Glenriddel, it seems likely that this is the case.  Indeed 
Captain Robert Riddel’s many talents, his high social position and his involvement in the “Moffat 
School Affair,” point to a possible connection with Mr. Riddel’s “list of witnesses” and perhaps with 
the “Regality Courts of Moffat,” mentioned by Pulteney in the First Letter.  

(2) John Syme (1755-1831) 
John Syme of Ryedale moved to Dumfries in 1791. A few months later Robert Burns moved his 

family from Ellisland to Dumfries. He rented then the floor above Syme’s office in the Wee Vennel. 
The two men became warm friends. Syme was a well educated, genial man, and he fully appreciated 
the poet and his writings. In the summer of 1794  Syme accompanied Burns on a tour in Galloway.  
After Burns’s death Syme organised with Dr. William Maxwell the poet’s funeral, and joined with 
Alexander Cunningham in taking a leading part in raising the subscription for the poet’s widow and 
children. 

Burns did not write many letters to Syme as the two friends must have seen each other nearly 
every day. Nevertheless two letters of Burns to Syme are extant. The first written in May 1794 
( [24/1985, Letter 624A] )  comprised only a versicle:  

   To Mr   Syme with a present of a dozen of Porter”

O had the Malt thy strength of mind,
 Or Hops the flavour of thy wit;      
‘Twere Drink for the first of Human kind,

A Gift that e’en for SYME were fit.

Burns’s other letter, addressed to “John Syme Esquire  Stamp Office [Dumfries]” and dated May? 
1795 ( [24/1985], Letter 669), contains the sentence:  “By the way, did you ever, my dear SYME, 
meet a man who owed more to the Divine Giver of all good things than Mr. Oswald?”  Syme is also 
mentioned by name in each stanza but the last, in Burns’s poem  “To Captain Gordon, on being asked 
why I was not to be of the party with him and his brother Kenmure at Syme’s,” and by his nickname 
in lines 57-8 of the Ballad which read:  

“An’ there’ll be Stamp-office Johnnie:
 Tak tent how ye purchase a dram!”

We shall discuss other lines of this Ballad in section VII.
John Syme of Ryedale certainly is famosus. But was he Mr. Syme of the First Letter? In the First 

Letter we are told that Mr. Syme had some papers that William Pulteney, a man of power and 
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enormous fortune, wished to inspect but thought that he “should first have Mr. Syme’s permission 
to do so.” That courtesy on Sir William Pulteney’s part indicates that Mr. Syme was  a respected man 
of good standing.  Now, John Syme, son of the Laird of Barncailzie, was like his father a Writer to the 
Signet. He was appointed to the Sinecure of Collector of Stamps for Dumfries and Galloway. Also, 
Syme is not a very common name in Scotland. It is very probable that Mr. Syme of the First Letter  
is John Syme of Ryedale.

  
3) James Clarke (1761?-1825)

James Clarke was the schoolmaster at Moffat Grammar School. He was an old and intimate friend 
of the poet. He is known to Burnsians mostly because of the “Moffat School Affair.” In 1791 he was 
charged with cruelty to his pupils by the authorities of Moffat. Burns took up his cause, writing on 
11th June 1791 to his Edinburgh lawyer friend Alexander Cunningham for his assistance on Clarke’s 
behalf.  Burns wrote inter alia: “God help the teacher, a man of genius & sensibility, for such is my 
friend Clarke… … let me recommend my friend, Clarke, to your acquaintance & good offices:  his 
Worth entitles him to the first, & his Gratitude will merit the last.”  The poet drafted for Clarke a 
letter to the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, a patron of the school, asking for a fair hearing ( [24/1985], 
Letter 459).  Burns also tried to secure another position for Clarke through good offices of Robert 
Riddel. On 17th Feb.1792 Burns wrote to James Clarke ( [24/1985, Letter 499] ):  “… Apropos, I just 
now hear that you have beat your foes, every tail hollow. Huzza! Io! Triomphe!  Mr Riddel, who is at 
my elbow, says that if it is so, he begs that you will wait on him directly … .“  Clarke was vindicated. 
He remained in Moffat. In 1794 he was appointed master of the Burgh School at Forfar, and in 1802 
he became rector at the Grammar School in Cupar, Fife.

Burns wrote at least three letters to James Clarke. The last one, dated  June 26th 1796, and 
addressed to “Mr JAMES CLARKE  Schoolmaster Forfar ( [24/1985, Letter 698]), concludes with:  
“Adieu dear Clarke! That I shall ever see you again, is, I am afraid, highly improbable.”  Thus James 
Clarke is  famosus, although his name is not mentioned in any of Burns’s poems. It is likely that James 
Clarke was the Mr. Clarke of the First Letter.

(4) Henry Dundas (1742-1811) 
Henry Dundas is a well known historical figure, and for some thirty years he was the most 

powerful man in Scotland. He was admitted to the Scottish Bar in 1763. He was  M.P. for Midlothian 
in 1774-90, in 1775 Lord Advocate, and in 1777 keeper of the Signet for Scotland. When Pitt the 
Younger became Prime Minister Dundas was appointed in 1784 president of the Board of Control, 
and in 1791 Home Secretary.

Robert Burns did not write any letters to Henry Dundas, nor did he mention him in any extant 
letters.  However, Henry Dundas is mentioned in three poems of Burns.  In the “Ballad on the 
American War,” probably written in 1784 and published under the title “A Fragment” in the First 
Edinburgh Edition (1787), lines 59-60 read:

“While slee Dundas arous’d the class
 Be-north the Roman wa’, man:”

In “The Author’s Earnest Cry and Prayer, to the Right Honorable and Honorable, the Scotch 
Representatives in the House of Commons,” first published in the Kilmarnock Edition of 1786, lines 
77-8 read:

“An ane, a chap that’s damn’d auldfarran,
 Dundas his name.”

In “Ode to the Departed Regency Bill,” written in March 1789, and published in Stuart’s Star
on 17 Apr. 1789, lines 63-4 read:
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“Paint ruin, in the shape of high Dundas
 Gaping with giddy terror o’er the brow:”   

                                                                                                                                                                
   It appears that “Mr. Dundas” of the First Letter was Henry Dundas, the most distinguished        

Scottish statesman. To many titles and honours received by him we may add famosus. 
                                                                                                   

III. THE SECOND LETTER.

                                             

  

Fig. 3.  The text and the wrapper of the Second Letter.   
                                         
 The Second Letter is a short business letter. It was written on the 22 September 1794 in London, 

by William Pulteney, on a single 7¾ ins. x 9⅛ ins. sheet of paper, and addressed to Welwood Maxwell 
in Dumfries. It reads (vide Fig. 3):

 

Dear Sir
Be so good as to let me know on what 

account I paid a bill of yours on me which 
fell due 28 Feb. for £19.12.10 as I cannot 
immediately find your letter of advice. 
Perhaps it was paid by my  sending you a 
Draft on my Banks, but I   suppose you can 
easily explain the matter from your Books. I 
am  Dear Sir

Yours most obedient
William Pulteney

   The Second Letter is about a bill that Pulteney paid Maxwell but did not remember for what. 
The amount of £19.12.10 was a trifling amount for Pulteney. However, the letter is of some interest 
per se.  It is about two hundred eleven years old, and it was written by an eminent politician, Member 
of Parliament, and one of richest men in the British Empire. Furthermore both the writer and the 
addressee were Johnstones in the paternal line. William Pulteney was a member of the family 



42

Johnstone of Westerhall, whereas Welwood Maxwell was a member of the family of Johnstone of 
Carnsalloch. What makes it more interesting is that both the sender and the addressee, William 
Pulteney and Welwood Maxwell, are famosi. 

IV. THE THIRD LETTER.
A day after William Pulteney sent his letter to Welwood Maxwell in Dumfries he sent a letter 

to his brother, John Johnstone, in Alva. The letter is written on two 7½ ins. x 9¼ ins. pages and a 
wrapper (vide Figs. 4 and 5). It is addressed to John Johnstone, the progenitor of the Johnstones of 
Alva.

Fig. 4. Pages 1 and 2 of the Third Letter.
                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                     

Fig. 5. The wrapper of the Third Letter.                                                                                                   
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The first part of the letter concerns the death of  Sir James Johnstone of Westerhall, fourth 
baronet, the older brother of Sir William  Pulteney and John Johnstone. Pulteney reports to his 
younger brother about the widow, Lady Johnstone (page 1, lines 5-11): 

“her distress continues to be so great that nothing can be said to her. She has at least agreed to my 
pressing entreaty & that of Mr. Otto to go out in a carriage next Thursday for the 1st time these 
5 months & she has consented also to go down to the sea side on Friday or Saturday, both for a 
change of place & air & to direct if possible her mind from melancholy recolections.” 

In the remaining part of first page 1 of the letter and in the first four lines of the next page 
Pulteney deals with bequests, the Granada Estate, personal estate, debts, etc. Sir James Johnstone, 
fourth baronet, the deceased,  is not mentioned explicitly in the letter. Nevertheless he is famosus.  
Indeed  “Election Ballad for Westerha’ ” (1789) is about him.  Lines 11-12 of that Ballad read:

“There’s no a callant tents the kye,
 But kens o Westerha’, Jamie.”

And the last line claims:
 “And we’ll be Johnstones a’, Jamie.”

The next two paragraphs of the Third Letter (page 2, lines 5-16) deal with the sale of Friars’ Carse 
(vide Fig. 4).  This is of great interest to Burnsians:

“I return the papers concerning Friars Carse; I should
judge the price of  £1500  very high in these times for an Estate
of  £400 p an, & an expected increased rent of  £97. It is true
there is a house upon it & £700 worth of timber, & its vicinity
to Dumfries is much in its favour  As to its probable value of the
Land when improved, and the extent is said to be 700 Scotch acres, but
tyed up with long leases. I cannot judge of the Beauty of it as
as you can who have seen it. Terraughty & Welwood Maxwell are
fit persons to give an opinion & are very skillfull & honorable.
 I heartily wish it were in my power to assist with the
money you say will be wanting, but the demands from the
Bath Builders have so much increased as to leave me very bare.”  

It appears that this part is a response to an earlier letter in which John Johnstone asked for advice 
on acquiring Friars’ Carse, and inquired about possibility of obtaining a loan for this purpose. 

At the time when Burns rented Ellisland (June 1788 - December 1791) Friars’ Carse was the 
residence of Captain Robert Riddel. Friars’ Carse was situated on river Nith, about half a mile from 
Ellisland. Riddel presented Burns a key to the grounds and the summerhouse of the Hermitage. It 
was at Friars’ Carse that Burns first met Captain Francis Grose. The meeting led to the composition 
of  “Tam o’ Shanter.” It was in Friars’ Carse that “The Whistle” contest was held (vide supra). Apart 
from “The Whistle” several poems relating to Friars’ Carse were composed by the poet: “Written in 
Friars’ Carse Hermitage, on Nithside,” “Inscription at Friars’ Carse Hermitage.” 

On 18 June of 1794 Burns wrote to John McLeod of Colbecks ( [23/1985, Letter 626] ) whom he 
addresses as “my lately-acquired, but much-valued & highly honored Friend”: 

the fate of Carse is determined.—A majority of trustees have fixed its sale.— Our friend,
Clarke; whom you remember to have met here, opposed the measure with all his might;
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but he was over-ruled.—He, wishing to serve Walter Riddel, the surviving brother, wanted the 
the widow to take a given annuity, & make over to him the survivancy of the paternal estate;
but luckily, the widow most cordially hates her brotherinlaw, &, to my knowledge, would 
rather you had the estate, though five hundred cheaper, than that Wattie should.— …
The idea of the Trustees is to bring on the sale in October; so that the Purchaser may enter 
at Martinmass.— …

In the Third Letter William Pulteney quotes the price of Friars’ Carse as £1500.  According 
to Mackay  ( [25/1992, p. 566] ), Friars’ Carse was sold to Dr Peter Smith, a naval surgeon, for 
£15000.  According to Thornton ( [19/1963, p. 303] )  “Friars’ Carse went, not to McLeod, but to 
a John Johnstone for fifteen thousand pounds sterling.”  It is nearly certain that the purchase price 
was £15000. It is not likely that McLeod would get the estate five hundred cheaper if the price were 
£1500. But eventually who bought Friars’ Carse?  Who knows?

In the third letter Pulteney highly recommended John Maxwell Terraughty and Welwood Maxwell 
as “very skillfull and honorable“ and “fit persons to give an opinion.”  We shall return to them in 
section VI.

V. WILLIAM PULTENEY.
William Pulteney was born on 19 October 1729 as William Johnstone, at Westerhall, his family’s 

ancestral home in Westerkirk Parrish in Dumfriesshire . He was the third son of Sir James Johnstone, 
third baronet of Westerhall.  William Johnstone began his life as “a penniless younger son,” and in 
his youth he developed habits of extreme thrift which he maintained  for the rest of his life. He was 
educated in the law, became a member of the Scottish Bar in 1751, and went to become an eminent 
advocate. 

William Johnstone was personally acquainted with many of the giants of the Scottish 
Enlightenment. He was a pupil of the political philosopher and economist Adam Smith (1723-
1790) and became his intimate friend. He was a friend of the great philosopher and historian David 
Hume (1711-1776), and a friend and patron of the architect Robert Adam (1728-1792), whom he 
eventually employed to design the world famous Pulteney Bridge on the Avon. He carried out public 
spirited projects in his ancestral district and in Edinburgh. In 1790 he funded the professorship in 
agriculture at the University of Edinburgh. He represented first Cromarty and then Shrewsbury in 
seven successive parliaments.

On November 10, 1760, William Johnstone married Frances Pulteney, niece (cousin?) and 
heiress of the first Earl of Bath. In 1767 when his wife came into her enormous inheritance,  William 
Johnstone agreed to add her name to his own. 

William (Johnstone) Pulteney,  the writer of the three letters, is famosus.  His name appears in line 
106 of Burns’s  “Second Epistle to Robert Graham, Esq., of Fintry, on the election for the Dumfries 
string of Boroughs, Anno 1790.” The line reads: 

“Not Pulteney’s wealth can Pulteney save.” 

It was William Pulteney who was one of the richest men in the British Empire, and whose wealth 
became proverbial. This was recently rather unexpectedly confirmed in an election leaflet [34/2003], 
provided by Bill Mowat, Scottish Labour candidate at the May 1st 2003 election of Councillor for 
the Wick ward of the Highland Council.  In his leaflet Mowat mentions Sir William Pulteney, fifth 
baronet, as “Bill Johnstone, aka Sir William Pulteney, the richest man in the British Empire.”  

Sir William Pulteney was an extensive speculator in American lands, a large proportion of which 
he sold to great advantage. He was a major British investor in western New York State and he held a 
nine-twelfths interest in Pulteney Associates  who bought approximately 1.2 million acres of the land. 
The Pulteney Purchase, or Genesee Tract, comprised all of the present counties of Steuben, Ontario, 
and Yates, the eastern portion of Allegheny, much of Livingston, most of Monroe and Wayne, and 
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part of Schuyler. William Pulteney never saw his enormous territories. We can conclude that it was 
William Johnstone Pulteney who “could not be saved by his wealth,” and thus that he is famosus. 

VI. THE MAXWELLS. 
Two Maxwells are named in Pulteney’s three letters:  Welwood Maxwell, the addressee in the first 

two letters, and John Maxwell Terraughty, Welwood’s father-in-law, who is mentioned in the First 
Letter. Both are also mentioned in the Third Letter.

Welwood Maxwell, born Welwood Johnstone in 1747, was the youngest and only surviving 
son of James Johnstone and Barbara Wellwood.  He succeeded in 1776, as Wellwood Maxwell of 
Barncleuch, on the death of James Maxwell Barncleuch, a son of Wellwood’s grandfather by the first 
marriage. Wellwood Maxwell married Catherine, daughter of John Maxwell Terraughty. He died in 
1833 leaving five sons, John, Wellwood, Alexander, William and George, and three daughters. The 
brothers Wellwood, Alexander and George carried on business together as merchants in Liverpool. 
The two other brothers, Wellwood Maxwell of The Grove, and Alexander Maxwell of Glengaber, after 
amassing a fortune, spent the autumn of their honourable and useful lives together at The Grove and 
died within a few months of each other in 1867. 

Wellwood Maxwell of Barncleugh was well situated and well known in Dumfriesshire. He was the 
provost of Dumfries in 1781-2, and he held a royal appointment as a Commisioner “for the Purpose 
of Selling the Land Tax arising in the Shire of Dumfries.”  He was one of the founder members of 
the Royal Dumfries Volunteers, and participated with Burns in their first meeting on 31 January 
1795.  On 21 February 1795 Welwood Maxwell was elected first lieutenant. Obviously Burns and 
the lieutenant, both of whom served in the same company of the Volunteers, were well acquainted. 
However, there are no extant letters from the poet to Welwood Maxwell, and in no other letters 
of Burns is Welwood Maxwell mentioned by name. However, both James Maxwell Terraughty and 
Welwood Maxwell are referred to in lines 75-76 of Burns’s  “Heron Ballad Second: The Election.” 
Because of many editorial variations we postpone discussion of this ballad to section VII.

John Maxwell was born on 7th February 1720. After being apprenticed to a joiner, Maxwell set 
up in a business for himself, with the profits of which he was able to buy back the family estate of 
Terraughty, previously sold because of financial difficulties. Later he also bought Portrack, in the 
parish of Holywood. By his second marriage, he came to own Munches. When Burns settled in 
Dumfriesshire, John Maxwell of Terraughty was already a well-known county figure ([22/1980]). 
In 1791, Burns celebrated John’s seventy-first birthday by composing a thirty line epistle beginning 
with:

  
Health to the Maxwells’ veteran Chief !
Health ay unsour’d by care or grief!
Inspir’d, I turn’d Fate’s sybil leaf,
           This natal morn;
I see thy life is stuff o’ prief,
            Scarce quite half-worn.

This day thou metes threescore eleven,
And I can tell that bounteous Heaven
(The second-sight, ye ken, is given
            To ilka Poet)
On thee a tack o’ seven times seven
            Will yet bestow it.                                   

John Maxwell Terraughty died twenty three years later, on the 25th January 1814, aged nearly 
ninety-four. 
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VII.  EDITING THE BALLAD.
In the Election for the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright of 1795 Burns supported the Whig candidate, 

Patrick Heron of Heron, by composing three ballads. The Second Ballad is a parody of The Blythsome 
Wedding attributed to Francis Semple. We shall refer to it as “the Ballad.”

According to Mackay  ( [25/1992] ), Burns in his ballad  “concentrated on the personalities 
involved, Tory supporters being mercilessly lampooned.”  Cunningham ( [4/1834] ) even believed that  
“the verses are severe in most instances, and in some parts venomous.” These views are somewhat 
exaggerated. Much of the lampooning is good-natured and jocular. Even the most “venomous” lines 
about Douglasses who “abjuring their democrat doings, by kissing the arse o’ a peer” (lines 27-28) 
may not be as objectionable as some expletives used by the U.S. Vice-President in the U.S. Senate. 
Our main interest is in the first quatrain of the tenth stanza of the Ballad, in which our two Maxwell 
famosi, John Maxwell Tarraughty and Wellwood Maxwell, are mentioned as  “Teugh Johnie”and 
“Walie that griens for the fishes and loaves.” This is hardly “venomous” or “merciless lampooning.” 

In March 1795 Burns wrote to Patrick Heron (vide [24/1985, letter 660]):  

I inclose you some copies of a couple of political ballads; one of which, I believe, you have    
never seen. Would to Heaven I could make you master of as many votes in the Stewartry.  … 
In order to bring my humble efforts to bear with more effect on the foe, I have privately 
printed a good many copies of both ballads, and have sent them among friends all about 
the country. 

The Ballad was first printed in 1795 as a broadside. Only very few copies of the broadside, or 
reprints of  it are extant. Egerer dates the broadside to 1795/6 ( [20/1964, p.52] ), and adds “Copies 
in B.C., B.M., and E.U.L.”;  that is, the Burns Cottage Museum in Alloway, the Brittish Museum, and 
the Edinburgh University Library. However, it appears that B.C. Museum does not own a copy of the 
Ballad Second broadside, and indeed none is listed in their catalogue. The only listed ballad in the 
B.C. Museum catalogue is Ballad First, “Wham will we send to London Town” in Burns’s holograph 
(No. 282).

There is nothing in the E.U.L. broadside to indicate its date of publication. It is a facsimile 
reproduction of a handwritten copy of the Ballad. It is certainly not in Burns’s hand (compare 
the opening lines in a partial holograph of Burns (Fig. 6)  and the opening quatrain in the E.U.L. 
broadside (Fig. 7)).

Fig. 6. Opening lines of the Ballad in a partial holograph of Burns.
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Fig. 7. Opening quatrain of the E.U.L. broadside.

Clearly the holograph and the E.U.L. broadside were not written by the same hand. We note en 
passant that several lines in the holograph differ from the accepted version. However we restrict our 
study to lines 73-76, and the holograph contains the first 28 lines only.

The B.M. broadside is preceded by a note (Fig. 8) reading:  “The Election   This poem is attributed 
to Burns - A few copies were printed for private Distribution for Jas Hill Esq. W.S.” 

Fig. 8. The note preceding the B.M. broadside.

Fig. 9. The opening lines in the B.M. broadside.
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It is not known when these copies were printed, but Egerer is definitely wrong in dating the B.M. 
broadside to 1795-6.  In fact, terminus a quo  is June 9, 1804. The broadside, apart from the eleven 
stanzas, contains also 29 footnotes with names of people whose nicknames are mentioned in the text.  
First line on page 2 reads:  “An’ there’ll be Car——ss Esquire;1” Burns was referring to Cardoness 
by his name and title as it was in 1795, whereas the printed footnote at the bottom of the page 2 
adds: “1. Now Sir D. Maxwell of Cardoness, Bart.” Indeed David Maxwell of Cardoness, son of Major 
John Maxwell, was created a baronet on June 9, 1804. Thus the B.M. broadside could not have been 
printed before that date, nearly eight years after the poets death. There is another error in footnote 
4 to line 74. The second line of the tenth stanza reads: “Will mingle the M——lls4  in droves.” 
However,  the corresponding footnote at the bottom of the page wrongly expounds it: 

“4. John Maxwell of Terraughty.” The line should be read : “Will mingle the Maxwells in 
droves.” 

Later editions of the ballad “The Election” contain various errors, “improvements” and 
“innovations.” In this study we restrict our discussion to the first quatrain of the tenth stanza (lines 
73-76) which refers to the two Maxwells mentioned in the Second and the Third Letters.   In the 
E.U.L. broadside it reads (vide Fig. 10 below):

                                        
And there frae the Niddisdale border
Will mingle the Maxwells in droves
Teugh Jockie, Staunch Geordie, and Walie
That greens for the fishes and loaves.

“Teugh Jockie” refers to John Maxwell of Terraughty, “Staunch Geordie” to George Maxwell of 
Carruchan, and “Walie” to Welwood Maxwell of Barncleuch.   

Fig. 10.  Lines 73-76 in the E.U.L. broadside                                             

The corresponding lines in the B.M. broadside read (vide Fig. 11): 

An’ there, frae the Niddisdale border
 Will mingle the M—lls in droves;
Teugh Johnnie - staunch Geordie, & Wattie
 That griens for the fishes and loaves.
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Fig. 11. Lines 73-76 in the B.M. broadside.

Even if we ignore minor differences in spelling (And - An’,   Maxwells - M—lls,   and - &,  greens 
- griens)  and in capitalisation:  (Staunch - staunch), we are still left with a pair of significant variants:  
Jockie - Johnnie  and  Walie - Wattie. Now, first two names are legitimate and familiar nicknames 
for John, and Walie is a nickname for Welwood, but Wattie is not derived from Welwood (nor from 
Wellwood) but from the name Walter.  Indeed Robert Burns in his letter to John McLeod ( [24/1985, 
Letter 626] ) uses the name Wattie four times referring to Walter Riddel:  “… the widow … … would 
rather that you had the estate …, than that Wattie should.— In the mean time , Wattie has sold his 
Woodleypark to Colon Goldie, the last Proprietor.—Wattie gave 16000£ for it; laid out better than 
2000£ more on it; & has sold it for 15000£. So much for Master Wattie’s sense and management”  

We also note that many writers, including Sir Walter Scott, did not cross their t’s. Handwritten 
name Walie (or Wallie), could have been easily misread as Watie or Wattie. 

The Ballad first entered the canon in 1834 in [3/1834], edited by the Ettrick Shepherd and 
William Motherwell, and in the same year in [4/1834], edited by Allan Cunningham. The opening 
quatrain of the tenth stanza in [3/1834] reads:

And there frae the Niddesdale border,
 Will mingle the Maxwells in droves,
Teugh Johnie, staunch Geordie and Wattie,
 That griens for the fishes and loaves.

The same lines in [4/1834] read:

An’ there, frae the Niddisdale’s borders,
 Will mingle the Maxwells in droves;
Teugh Johnnie, staunch Geordie an’ Walie;
 That griens for the fishes an’ loaves;  

Ignoring minor differences in spelling and punctuation we note that [4/1834] has “Walie” as 
the nickname for Welwood, following the E.U.L. broadside version, whereas [3/1834] has “Wattie.” 
In eight noted editions of Burns published between 1834 and  1868 (viz., [4/1834],  [5/1838], [6/
1839], [7/1843], [8/1863], [9/1865], [10/1867], [11/1868] )  the editors used Walie as the nickname 
for Welwood at the end of line 75 of the Ballad . William Scott Douglas in [13/1877] “improved” the 
Ballad by inserting the name “Wellwood” at the end of line 75. Lang in his 1896 edition follows suit. 
The [14/1896] edition of Burns was edited by Robert Chambers and revised William Wallace. Not 
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only it uses “Wattie” at the end of line 75, but introduces “girns” instead of “griens” in the following 
line. Now, “griens” (or “greens”) means “yearns for” or “longs,” which makes sense, whereas “girns”, 
which means “whines” or “grumbles”, does not. Incidentally, Chambers in his own [5/1838] edition 
used “Walie” and “griens.” On the other hand, Henley and Henderson in their Centenary Edition, 
[15/1896], adopted Wallace’s innovation. In twentieth century and twenty-first century editions it is 
a case of chacun à son goût. In Kinsley’s [18/1958] edition lines 75-6 of the Ballad read:

Teugh Johnie, staunch Geordie, an’ Welwood
 That griens for the fishes and loaves;

However, Kinsley’s version in his prestigious [21/1968] edition is based on the E.U.L. broadside 
and on the Cunningham version in [4/1834]. His version in [21/1968] reads:

Teugh Jockie, staunch Geordie, and Walie,
 That greens for the fishes and loaves.

Mackay ( [25/1990, p. 546]), and Noble and Hogg ( [27/2001, p.504] ) add spurious notes in 
their editions explaining that “Wattie” and Walie,” respectively, refer to Wellwood Maxwell of the 
Grove. This is simply not true.  Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove (1784?-1867) was, as we noted 
above, the second son of Wellwood Maxwell of Barncleugh (1747-1833).  The exact date of birth of 
the former is not known, but it is known that his older brother John was born on January 3, 1783/4, 
and thus Wellwood, the younger brother, could not have been more than 11 years old when the 
Ballad was written. Thus “Walie” (or “Wattie” or “Wellwood”), at the end of line 75 of the Ballad, 
cannot possibly refer to Wellwood Maxwell of the Grove.

VIII. CONCLUDING REMARKS.
This is a tale of three letters written by William Pulteney, the first two addressed to Welwood 

Maxwell of Dumfries, and the third to John Johnstone of Alva. In the First Letter Pulteney seeks 
information from Maxwell about some legal matters and legal papers, without specifying their 
contents. Nevertheless the letter is of substantial interest to Burnsians. Several men to whom 
Pulteney refers by their surnames  have the distinction of being mentioned in poems or letters of 
Burns, i.e., they are  famosi. 

In the Second Letter William Pulteney asks Welwood Maxwell, to clarify on what account 
Pulteney paid Maxwell’s bill of  £19.12.10 which fell due nearly seven months earlier. What makes 
this ordinary business letter somewhat unusual are the following circumstances: 

(a) Sir William Pulteney was a prominent  M.P. and one of the richest men in the British Empire.
(b) Both men were Johnstones in the paternal line. Pulteney was a member of family of Johnstone 

of Westerhall while Maxwell was a member of the family of  Johnstone of Carnsalloch. 
(c) Both men changed their names having received substantial properties in inheritance: William 

Johnstone to William Pulteney and Welwood Johnstone to Welwood Maxwell.
(d) Each man was immortalised by being mentioned in Burns’s poems: Maxwell in line 75 of the 

Ballad, and Pulteney in line 106 of Burns’s Second Epistle to Mr. Graham of Fintry. 
(e) In 1794 the sum of £19.12.10 was a substantial amount of money. Indeed it represented more 

than a quarter of Burns’s yearly excise income. Nevertheless it may come as a surprise that Sir 
William Pulteney would make so much fuss about mere £19.12.10. In private life his frugality 
and abstemious manner of living were remarkable.  It may be that precisely his frugal habits, 
including his use of free frank letter privileges, and his being cautious about every unaccounted 
£19.12.10, made him one of the richest men in the British Empire. Of course, his being an astute 
man of business and his marrying the greatest heiress of the time, may have had something to 
do with it as well.
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The first part of the Third Letter concerns Lady Johnstone, the widow of Sir James Johnstone, 
third Baronet of Westerhall (1726-94). The second page deals mostly with the sale of Friars’ Carse, 
the residence of Captain Robert Riddel who died on 21st April 1794, five months before the letter 
was written. Captain Robert Riddel, his wife, and Friars’ Carse with its Hermitage, played important 
roles in Burns’s life.  In a note to his song “The Day Returns” Burns wrote: 

  
“I composed this song out of compliment to one of the happiest and worthiest married 
couples of the world, Robert Riddel, Esq. of Glenriddel, and his lady. At their fire-side 
I have enjoyed more pleasant evenings than at all the houses of fashionable people in this     
country put together; and to their kindness and hospitality I am indebted for many of the    
happiest moments of my life.” 

In the letter to John Johnstone, Pulteney mentions the price of Friars Carse as being £1500. He 
then gives his brother some advice, and regrets that it is not in his power to assist with the money. 
Now, according to Mackay ( [26/1992, p.566] ), Friars’ Carse was sold to Dr. Peter Smith, a naval 
surgeon, for £15,000, but according to Thornton ( [19/1963, p.303] ) it went to John Johnstone for 
£15,000. Who bought the Friars’ Carse? What was the price?  Who knows?
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THE TRADE CONTRACTORS
BURNS SOCIETY

[Federated 1997]

Now enjoying its twentieth year has grown in statue over the years and now enjoys its rightful 
place in Londons calendar of yearly events. It started whilst a drink with two fellow Scots working 
on the major Broadgate project with Bovis Construction in an around Liverpool Street Station 
region. Adjacent to the project was the time honoured St. Bartholomews Hospital so injuries on the 
construction site were smartly ushered to this great hospital.

It was agreed to donate charity funds to the childrens research programme and donations of 
many thousands of pounds are still being made to this cause the fight against cancer.

It is comforting to note some of the donations have helped to fund a special eye machine the first 
of its kind to detect eye cancer, thousands of people have benefited from this source of treatment.

Over the years the Burns Society has donated large sums to the Lighthouse Club childrens charity 
which is now a global club donating money to children of building trade workers.

Other examples are dedicated amounts to CHAS helping to fund in conjunction with the Phillip 
Green Memorial Trust new premises being built at Loch Lomond special needs project.
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The PACE centre for Cerebral Palsy in England and hoping to extend into Scotland has also 
benefited from our funds.

Three projects that gave great satisfaction funds donated to Borderline London re establishing 
youth for young Scottish people stranded in London Borderline Shelter for the homeless and doing 
a grand job.

The Calderhead schools programme the provision of funds and cups for the Burns yearly 
competition which proved a great success.

Donations to the national Burns Memorial Homes Scotland ongoing for many years. The Merlin 
appeal for Tsunami disaster appeal donation of a substantial amount last to the relief programme.

Over the years donations have been made to many worthwhile causes as follows:-
Great Ormond Street Hospital childrens cancer research programme: The Epilepsy Fund UK, The 

Macmillan nurses cancer appeal, The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, The British Legion Services, 
The Phillip Green Memorial Trust Children Appeal, The Willow Foundation Bob Wilsons Daughters 
Trust, Rachel sponsored walk Great Wall of China for cancer, Rippingale Schools Programme.

Other dedicated sums have gone to other individual causes sponsored concerts at local churches 
to raise funds for restoration.

Special needs bicycle for young boy with bone cancer.
The Royal Caledonian Schools, London, sponsoring young musicians.
One could go on forever. A lot of money has been donated to very needy and worthwhile causes 

over the years. To individuals and Scottish charities in London.
It has been a great pleasure having been able to raise funds to help people in need. Credit must 

be shared by many people for all their hard work and giving generously of their time to make all this 
happen.

It has been marvellous having had one of Scotland’s greatest exports behind one in fund raising 
for the benefits of others and he is the main beneficiary. In all this, one, Robert Burns has travelled 
well through time, like a good wine or malt whisky and is still alive and kicking two hundred years 
on – unlike the Scottish football team!

Many young couples over the years have been fortunate to enjoy an evening of Robert Burns 
poetry and music at the London Savoy. They may not have known much about the Old Boy Robbie 
when they arrive but my goodness they know a hell of a lot more about him by the time they leave, 
their purses being somewhat lighter! That Charity – she’s some lady!!

Like most Burns clubs, the CTC Burns Society has been fortunate to present Burns to a very 
broad mix of non Scots here in the dreaded south and it has been great giving a good airing of Burns 
to the uninitiated who, in the main, respond well to Scotland’s genius. They must like him because 
they keep coming back each year.

PS: See the adorable young Shirley Bell for confirmation of this. She has been at the Savoy CTC 
Burns Supper, as she will hopefully be again.

John MacMillan

(See also page 36)

2009
Burns Cottage Alloway

“YEAR of the HOMECOMING”
ROBERT BURNS

250th ANNIVERSARY
of BIRTH
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PRESENTATION AT BLAIR CASTLE
“Drive north on the A9 and when you reach the town of Blair Atholl - Gaelic for “plain of the 

pleasant land” - the white limestone walls of Blair Castle come in to view some distance away. The 
Castle was built during 1269 and subsequent building and rebuilding has taken place. Inhabited over 
the years by the Murray family the Castle is now owned and managed by a “Trust” and the current 
Duke of Atholl, who is South African, merely owns the title - not the land or the Castle. It was to this 
historic castle during August 1787 that Robert Burns found himself invited by no less personage than 
the Duchess of Atholl who heard that he was resident in a nearby hotel. The Duke himself was not 
present during Burn’s visit but he recorded the visit in a one line entry in his diary. It was perhaps 
most unfortunate that Robert Burns was accompanied by the irrascible Latin Scholar, William Nicol, 
who hurried him away from Blair Castle because the following day the Duke was visited by Henry 
Dundas, then “Treasurer of the Navy” and known as “The Uncrowned King of Scotland”. What may 
have been the outcome of that meeting? Josiah Walker, who was then tutor to the Earl of Tullibardine, 
the Dukes youngest son, took a liking to Robert Burns and showed him around the gardens of the 
Estate which was very much larger then than now. Apart from the Duke’s diary entry, there was 
no painting or other artefact to record the visit of Robert Burns and during September 2005 Tom 
McIlwraith, Past President RBWF visited the Castle and spoke to Peter D. Jarvis, Castle Manager, 
and Peter agreed to Tom’s suggestion that the RBWF present a photographic image of Robert Burns 
- sourced by Tom - to be hung in an appropriate location within the Castle.

On Saturday 8 October President John G. Paterson, Junior Vice President John Haining and his 
wife Ruth, Walter Watson, Immediate Past President and his wife Elizabeth and Tom McIlwraith and 
his wife Helen and some frineds travelled to Blair Atholl for the presentation. This took place in the 
splendid Function Room of the Castle with President John Paterson presenting the photographic 
image to Peter D. Jarvis who was delighted to accept the gift. John made a short but appropriate 
speech as did Tom McIlwraith during which he recited part of the poem “The Humble Petition of 
Bruar Water to the Noble Duke of Athole”. NOTE the difference in spelling of “Atholl”.

John Haining

President John Paterson, Peter Jarvis and Tom McIlwraith pictured at the presentation.
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American Reader’s 
Interest in an old 

photograph
Dear Editor,

I refer to your request at the rear of the 
Autumn Issue of the Burns Chronicle.

The icon itself is indeed of Burns and Highland 
Mary and it was sculpted by Hamish (later known 
as Hamilton) Patrick McCarthy (1809-1884). It is 
presently stored in its wrecked condition in the 
groundsman’s shed in Kirkton Park, Bathgate. It 
had been installed in Kirkton Park sometime in 
1952 and was donated by a Mr. Robert Anderson 
Steppes. Unfortunately the statue was extensively 
vandalised in January 1975 and to-date no action 
has been taken to have it repaired.

I speculate that another (slightly smaller) 
icon on a very similar theme (Burns is standing) 
by the same artist is on display at the Birthplace 
Museum. I say speculate because the identical 
figure (to that in the Birthplace Museum) is on 
display in the McLean Museum, Greenock by 
an H.P. McCarty this time born in 1847. One 
of these two icons (Burns standing or Burns on 
one knee) was displayed at the Royal Academy 
Exhibition in 1880.

The figure was originally carved for a patron 
in the West of Scotland. I do not know who or 
where. However, im 1943/4 there was extensive 
discussion in the Greenock Burns Club about 
co-operating with the Kirk Session of the Old 
West Kirk with a view to having the icon located 
in the Kirkyard or, failing this, to work with the 
Town Clerk with a view to locating it in Wallace 
Square, Greenock. Obviously these initiatives 
failed because the donor was unhappy with the 
arrangements.

The connection between Highland Mary and 
Greenock is fairly obvious.

I have no information prior to 1943 but at 
that time it was owned by a Mr. James Anderson 
(the donor mentioned above) who had condition-
ally offered it to the Greenock Burns Club. The 
conditions hinged on obtaining a suitable out-
door site. The conditions could not be satisfacto-
rily met and the statue remained in his possesion. 

When he died ownership passed to his brother 
and, in turn, on his death, to Robert Anderson 
Steppes his son.

Should your American reader be located in 
the north-west he/she can view an exact dupli-
cate of this icon (this time in bronze) over a large 
drinking fountain in Beacon Hill Park, Victoria, 
British Columbia, Canada. Alternatively it can 
be viewed on the above web site under ‘Statues/
Canada/location. I do hold very much more infor-
mation about the identical Canadian figure by H. 
P. McCarthy including the dedication speech and 
where it was cast.

Brian Doyle

UNRECORDED
BUST OF BURNS

 
The above larger than life Bust of Robert Burns 
was presented to Past President of the Burns 
Federation, John Skilling , who accepted the 
Bust on behalf of his fellow Trustees of Burns 

Monument Trust, Alloway. The Bust was handed 
over by Mrs Moira Pollok-Morris of Doonbrae 

Cottage, Alloway, a bequest on behalf of her late 
husband John, Past Hon. Secretary of the Burns 

Monument Trust. It had been mounted on a 
high plinth at Doonbrae Cottage for well over 
150 years, cast in Stoneware from an original 
by an unknown (at this time) sculptor. Any 

information on this subject to John Skilling at 16 
Craigstewart Crescent, Doonbank, Ayr, KA74DB, 

Tel: 01292 445230.
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PRESIDENTIAL VISIT
TO AUSTRALIA

Above: Jim O’Lone, President John Paterson, 
Councillor Rod Fyffe (Mayor of Bendigo), Jim and 
Janette Millar. Below: Jim Millar, Jim O’Lone, Ina 
Graham (President of Bendigo Burns Club) and John 
Paterson pictured on a visit to Bendigo Art Gallery.
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A GOLDEN OCCASION

Jean and Bryan McKirgan (Past Treasurer of the Federation) celebrated their Golden Wedding on 
23rd October 2005 with a Luncheon Reception at 1 Devonshire Gardens Glasgow.

Their extended family of sons and wives Robert and Heather, Frank and Sandra and their four Grand-
children Craig, Kerry, Alexander and Georgia accompanied them. Jean and Bryan met in 1950 at Loch 
Lomond Youth Hostel when both served on various Committees. On returning to Scotland after working 
for the National Coal Board Bryan Joined Bridgeton Burns club and became President in 1982.

In 1989/91 he was President of Glasgow and District Burns Association. A long time representative 
of Bridgeton on the Federation he then became a personal member.

He became Treasurer of the Federation at the time leading up to the Federation becoming a Limited 
Company. He is currently Managing Director of the Jean Armour Burns Houses Limited and a director of 
Burns House Mauchline (Tryst) Limited formally the Burns Museum. When the Museum was threatened 
with closure because of structural problems he negotiated with the Doon and Carrick District Council 
to get their support for a rebuilding project. On completion of the re-building the Museum was handed 
over to East Ayrshire Council, as they could not in the Company maintain and staff the building. Re-
cently he went in for a knee replacement operation and suffered a heart attack from which thankfully he 
is now recovered. We wish Jean and Bryan many years of good health in the future.
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VISITORS FROM
ST. PETERSBURG

Federation member HELEN MORRISON 
from Airdrie is to be congratulated on the success 
of the visit to Scotland by children from St. 
Petersburg, and equally on the success of the 
Concert at which they took part. As a result 
a DVD of the Concert is now available at £10 
(inclusive of postage) payable to “St. Petersburg 
Forum” from Helen at 34 Luing, Airdrie. ML6 
8EB. There was of course a strong Burnsian 
approach to the entire project with visits to Ayr, 
Dumfries, Edinburgh and Lanarkshire schools. A 
fuller report will appear in the next issue.

—————————

MOIRA WALKS THE 
BRIDGES OF LONDON 

FOR CHARITY
Past President of the Federation, Moira 

Rennie Dunsmore and her daughter Lisa 
successfully walked all the Bridges of London, 
taking some three hours. The event was in aid 
of Breast Cancer who will benefit by £1000. 
Moira takes this opportunity of thanking all those 
kind friends who donated so generously to their 
sponsored walk.

—————————

DONATIONS
D. Murray - £1; Mrs. J. Sutcliffe/Donation to 

Schools - £100; Harrogate St. Andrews/Donation 
to Schools - £260; Ravenscraig Burns Club/
Donation to Schools - £600; St. Andrews Society 
of Bradford - £62; John Paterson - £40; Trade 
Contractors/Donation to Schools - £300; Trade 
Contractors/Donation to Chronicle - £500; Prof. 
Ross Roy/Donation to Kay Park - £12; Baltimore 
Burns Club/Visa - £25; Enterprise Ayrshire 
- £2,500; ExxonMobil - £7,000; E. Connor/
Donation to Schools - £100; E. Connor - £500; 
D. Henderson - £20; R. Brill - 200 Club - £60.

THE HALTON/PEEL BURNS 
CLUB, ONTARIO, CANADA

The Club gave a presentation on Robert 
Burns at the 2005 Fall Colloquium of The 
Scottish Studies Centre and The Scottish Studies 
Foundation at the University of Guelph on 
October 1 2005, our second appearance at such 
an event. The Scottish Studies Centre, established 
by The Scottish Studies Foundation, houses the 
Scottish Studies Collection, the largest in the 
world, outside the United Kingdom. The Centre 
co-ordinates graduate studies, publications and 
events in the history, literature and culture of 
Scotland (see www.uoguelph.ca/scottish). Each 
year, the Centre and Foundation hosts two 
Colloquia, one in the Spring and one in the Fall. 
The 2005 Colloquium focused on the 700th 
anniversary of the death of William Wallace and 
launched new graduate awards. Our presentation 
was entitled “The Many Faces of Robert Burns” with 
aspects of his life and work illustrated by music, 
excerpts from his poems, songs and letters. 
We presented: Burns the Patriot, Burns a Thorn 
in the Side of the Kirk, Burns the Romantic and 
Burns the Peasant Advocate. Five club members 
participated in the presentation and two other 
members were in attendance. The presentation 
ended with a resounding recitation of “A Man’s 
a Man for a’ that” by the club participants and 
this was followed by “Auld Lang Syne” sung by 
all members of the audience, accompanied by a 
piper. The presentation was very well received, 
judging by the applause and remarks after the 
Colloquium. We hope to attend and participate 
in future colloquia. Dr. Graeme Morton, the 
Scottish Studies Foundation Chair at the 
University of Guelph is to be our guest speaker 
at our November meeting. More information 
on The Scottish Studies Foundation can be 
found at Alistair McIntyre’s excellent website 
www.electricscotland.com

David Murray, Club Secretary
Addenda: Club members presenting: Chrys 
Ballantyne, Jack Jackson (who also developed 
the script), David Murray, Angus Warren, Ron 
Ballantyne (Audio/Visual) Bagpiper: Brian Grant
Additional Club Members attending: Watson 
Buchanan, Una Murray.
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MOIRA WALKS THE 14 BRIDGES OF
LONDON FOR CHARITY

Past President of the Burns Federation, MOIRA RENNIE DUNSMORE and her daughter Liza 
successfully walked the 14 bridges of London, taking some three hours. The event was in aid of the 
Diagnostic Centre at the QE2 Hospital in Welwyn Garden City who will benefit by £1,046. The walk 
commenced at the Battersea Bridge on to the Albert, Chelsea, Vauxhall, Lambeth, Westminster, the Two 
Golden Jubilee Bridges, Waterloo, Blackfriars, Millennium, Southwark, London and finally Tower Bridge. 
Moira would like to thank all the kind friends who supported her on this occasion.

Moira resting on the Bridge.
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NEIL HENDERSON
1923~2005

Born May 18, 1923, in Scotland, he died 
Friday, July 22, 2005, peacefully at home with 
his family in Elk Grove Village, Chicago, U.S.A.

He was a veteran of World War II serving for 
five years as a Sergeant in the British Army. He 
was employed by GT & E for 31 years as a senior 
staff engineer.

As a prolific artist, writer and Scottish Bard, 
Neil was a member and past president of the 
Elgin Scottish Society, a member of the Robert 
Burns Federation of Scotland, member of the 
Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee, St. Andrews 
Society of Illinois, past Bard and member of the 
Clan Henderson and member and past president 
of the Elk Grove Artists Association. He was the 
North-west Cultural Council Poetry Award 
Winner for 2004.

He was the beloved husband of 55 years 
of Jean (nee McGuigan); loving father of 
Linda (Donald) Obrochta and Diane (Thomas) 
Malinowski; son of the late Donald and the late 
Hilda (nee Lowry) Henderson; dear brother of 
Laddie (Moira) Henderson and the late Alan 
Henderson; cherished grandfather of Julie and 
Kyle Obrochta, Liane and Alexander Malinowski 
and the late Glen Obrochta; and survived by 
many loving nieces, nephews and friends.

OBITUARIES
In Loving Memory of

Neil Henderson
May 18, 1923 - July 22, 2005

Last Request

Dear Lord, I feel my time draws near.
If I may impose, please send me a soft white cloud,
upon which I may lie
clad in sparkling rose colored raiment.
Let the warm summer scent of lilac
assail my cold nostrils.

With my palms crossed sedately upon my chest
and my feet pointing down
to a row of little silver boxes-
three or four will be enough-
for they will house my accomplishments, which are few.

Let them have pretty, gem encrusted lids
that people can lift, peer inside and say,
Ah, yes! He tried hard.
Then, with a gentle smile, softly close the small box.

Upon the seventh day, for seven is your lucky number,
send down the dimunitive creatures I love,
the tiny sparrows and yellow finches,
the squirrels and rabbits and little field mice.

But don’t forget to include the few big ones.
Perhaps four, stern, fearfully visaged golden eagles,
For I know many things loom large in your
unnumbered creations of beauty.

At each corner of my soft white cloud
Place a fairy piper dressed in tartan finery.
Bo dirges! Have them play merry tunes.
And, with all creatures singing, let them bear me aloft.
Away! Away!

Away! Beyond the blue,
where my soft white cloud will dissipate and disappear
and I shall be left to sit through eternity
in good company and chat of many things
with calm, still, quiet ones.

NH Aug. 04
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ROBERT BELL 
CLELAND

1921~2005
It is with regret we record the passing of 

Bob Cleland who in his own inimitable style 
became a ‘much loved’ and respected character 
with Burnsians throughout the Federation. 
Bob would always digest fully what had been 
discussed, argued and talked about at both 
committee and quarterly meetings, but should 
the point or points made at those meetings 
meet with his disapproval the brows would be 
lowered and the retort “Is that right son” “Away 
up the pit” would resound around the room.

Serving in many offices over the years, 
he was a past president of the Bonnie Jean 
– Motherwell United Services – Lanarkshire 
Association of Burns Clubs and was made an 
Honorary President of the Burns Federation in 
1999. Bob will be remembered for willingness 
to serve the Burns movement, good hummer, 
immaculate dress, dapper appearance and of 
course his love of Clydesdale horses travelling 
the length and breadth of the country to seek 
out the farming communities and projects 
reviving the interests of the working horse and 
in doing so was able to pass on his wealth of 
knowledge in this field.

As a true and respected Burnsian Bob 
was always the first person on hand to offer 
assistance or forward constructive advice to 
any person, club or organisation requiring help 
or assistance in the running of competitions or 
events or, it has to be said, any captive audience 
he had managed to assemble. He was a much 
sought after speaker at Burns Suppers and 
indeed played a major role in the restructuring 
and running of the Burns Federation Schools 
Competitions and Festivals in the late 80’s and 
early 90’s.

The very large turn out at his funeral 
indicated the high esteem in which the man 
was held ‘A true Burnsian’ who will be sadly 
missed and our thoughts go out to his family 
at this time.

FEDERATION 
MEMBERSHIP

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
Ron McAdam, 5 Boundary Paddock, Pottergate 
Road, Navenby, Lincoln. LN5 0TS.
Ronald T. Murray, 1838 White Hall Road, 
Crozet, Virginia 22932, USA.
Charlie Weir, Gateside Farm Old Toll, By Ayr. 
KA6 5JN.
Dr. Joan Machel, 105 Scotforth Road, Lancaster, 
Lancs. LA1 4JN.
Dr. Tatiani Rapatzikou, School of English, Dept 
of American Literature & Culture, Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki 54 124, 
Greece.
Lord John Murray, 11th Duke of Atholl, PO Box 
137 Haenertsburg 0730, South Africa.
Wm P. Forster, 43 Sime Court, Hammonds 
Plains, Nova Scotia, Canada. B4B 1K1.
Ms Deborah Barnum, 6525 N Nashville #407, 
Chicago, Illinois 60631, USA.
Rev. Dr. Maurice Bond, St. Michael’s Manse, 39 
Cardoness Street, Dumfries. DG1 3AL.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
James McCaig Dunsmore & Mrs. Margaret 
M. Dunsmore, 32 Stuart Road, Bishopton, 
Renfrewshire. PA7 5BY.
Gareth Martin, Gilholm, 22 Lethame Road, 
Strathaven. ML10 6AD.
James Wyllie McCulloch, Mapeldene, Inveraray, 
Argyll. PA32 8XT.
Dianne Dunn & Stanley Sarsfield, 8 Ellisland 
Place, Ayr. KA7 3EG.

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
Fettercairn Burns Club
Application forms for Membership available 
from: Burns Federation, Dean Castle Country 
Park, Dower House, Kilmarnock. KA3 1XB. Tel: 
01563 572469.

CONFERENCE 2007
Conference will be held at the beginning of 
August in conjunction with the Folklorama 
Festival. The Conference will be organised on 
similar lines to the U.K. The Folklorama is a 
multicultural festival held annually in Winnipeg, 
Canada.
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NEW DUMFRIES THEATRE ROYAL TO 
PRESERVE BURNS HERITAGE

AFTER a decade of work, the latest proposal for Dumfries Theatre Royal will see the demolition 
of Scotland’s oldest working theatre and its replacement by a state of the art new building.

At a Special General Meeting called by the Theatre owners, the Guild of Players, on 31st 
October, members overwhelmingly approved the new proposals, which are being taken forward by 
Dumfries Theatre Royal Trust.

Over the years, the Trust has carried out extensive feasibility studies and consultations and 
raised £5.58 million to rebuild and extend the Theatre, which will hold a 300 seat auditorium, 100 
seat studio space, youth media suit and recording studio and café bar.

The plans submitted to the local authority a year ago retained the Victorian façade and Georgian 
side wall, with new build to the rear and side, and a further two storeys upwards. These plans 
were rejected in July this year, on ground of over-development and overshadowing neighbouring 
properties. Since then, ever effort has been made in a race against time, to salvage the project before 
grants are withdrawn.

To meet the funding requirements the Theatre has to offer the same facilities and business plan 
as the original plan. The only way to do this is to extend horizontally, rather than vertically. The new 
plans take in an additional adjacent property and demolish the whole building. Retaining the two 
walls in the earlier plan had involved a loss of space due to underpinning required to enable them 
to take the weight of the new building above.

The new designs are still being developed and will be submitted to the local authority in the 
next few weeks. One proposal is to have part of the facade clad in perforated steel depicting some 
of the words of Burns’ original Prologue from the opening night of the Theatre in 1792. Inside 
the foyer, the daylight will shine through these words and reflect them on to the floor and walls. 
There are plans also to incorporate the original balcony rail in the new building and to display other 
artefacts from the Theatre’s long and illustrious history, including its Burns connections.

Much remains to be done: obtaining planning permission, raising the extra funds needed to 
buy the additional property and to make up for funds lost because of the delay, and more. Already 
Historic Scotland has stressed its wish to see the 213 year old theatrical tradition continuing on this 
site, rather than the preservation of a building which bears little resemblance to the one that Burns 
knew on the outside, and none at all inside, with its 1960’s makeover.

The Trust hopes to complete the Theatre well in time to play a major role in the 2009 
Homecoming celebrations. The new Theatre Royal will in any case always play a significant role in 
keeping the memory of the Bard alive.

This is absolutely the last chance. If this project fails the Lottery money and European cash will 
be lost forever, and the Guild will be left with an ageing and dilapidated building, which no longer 
complies with legislation. Exactly where it started 10 years ago.

Carol Godridge
Guild of Players

Public Relations Officer.
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A Toast to
Robert Burns
Over 150 years ago when most whisky was produced illicitly to avoid 
tax in Scotland, Arran was reputed to make the best illicit whisky in the 
country. The last distillery on the island ceased production in 1837.

 The dream of a new distillery on Arran became reality in June 1995 
when the stills of Scotland’s newest distillery, situated amongst the 
beautiful scenery of Lochranza, delivered their first spirit.

 Ten years on Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd continues to go from strength 
to strength, and are very proud to be a Patron of the Robert Burns 
World Federation. The company is the only distillery in the world 
authorised by the Robert Burns World Federation to produce a whisky 
under the name of our National Poet.

 Alongside their award-winning portfolio of whisky products, they offer 
a Robert Burns Blended Whisky, a Robert Burns Malt Whisky and three 
limited edition Deluxe Blends - what better way to toast the Bard this 
winter!

 Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd are very pleased to offer readers of the 
Burns Chronicle a 10% discount on all regular products through their 
Mail Order department. Internet users can enter the following code 
into their web basket to enjoy their discount. This code can be used 
for web, phone, email and postal orders and is valid until the end of 
January 2006 - taking in both the festive season, and the January Burns 
celebrations.

 Don’t delay... Order Today!!
Web: www.arranwhisky.com  E-mail: matt.edwards@arranwhisky.com

Phone: 01786 431902

Post: Matt Edwards, Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd, Enterprise House,
Springkerse Business Park, Stirling. FK7 7UF.

Discount code: robertburns

We regret that due to strict customs regulations that they are unable to despatch orders to 
all countries, please contact them for further information.




