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Federation members have just enjoyed a hugely successful Annual Conference held in Glasgow at the 

Hallmark Hotel. The inauguration of new President Brian Goldie was the highlight of the weekend. Henry 

Cairney from Calgary Burns Club, Alberta, Canada was voted in as the new Junior Vice President 

reinforcing the important international dimension of the Federation. Delegates from the USA, Canada, 

Australia and Norway reinforcing the international appeal of our National Bard which deserves to be 

actively nurtured to ensure his legacy continues to flourish abroad.                                                           Editor                                                                                                                                     

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New President Inaugurated at Federation’s Annual Conference 
  

The Federation’s Annual Conference was held in Hallmark 

Hotel, Glasgow, over the weekend of 6th- 8th September 2019. A 

splendid Civic Reception and Dinner in Glasgow City 

Chambers on Friday night was the perfect start and was 

appreciated by all. The main event was the inauguration of the 

new President of the Federation, Brian Goldie, from Falkirk who 

thanked everyone for their kind wishes and greetings cards.  

He is pictured left with outgoing President Bill Nolan 

 

The weekend witnessed a wonderful collaboration between the 

Federation’s conference committee, Glasgow and District Burns 

Association and Glasgow City Council, all working extremely 

hard to provide an exciting and most enjoyable event.    

 

[Conference photographs courtesy of Jim Miller]  
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To Robert Graham of Fintry 
Requesting a favour 

 

The order’d system fair before her stood; 

Nature, well pleas’d, pronounc’d it very good; 

Yet ere she gave creating labour o’er, 

Half-jest, she tried one curious labour more. 

Some spumy, fiery, ignus fatuus matter, 

Such as the slightest breath of air might scatter; 

With arch-alacrity and conscious glee 

(Nature may have her whim as well as we: 

Her Hogarth-art, perhaps she meant to show it), 

She forms the thing, and christens it – a Poet:  

 

by Robert Burns  1788 

 

 

Newsletter Editor -Mike Duguid (Literature Convenor)   

 

Email mike.duguid@dsl.pipex.com  Tel:  01557 860040 

 

To unsubscribe please email  admin@rbwf.org.uk  
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Annual Conference (cont’d) 

Prior to the civic reception at the City Chambers (left), 

delegates had already enjoyed a visit to the Mitchell Library 

and been given privileged access to several key items from 

the collection and a guided tour of Tennents Wellpark 

Brewery which included a wee taster to sample.  

 

Entertainment on the 

Friday evening was a 

performance of ‘The White 

Cockade’ written and 

narrated by Len Murray 

(second from right) with 

songs by folk singer and Alastair McDonald (far right). They were joined 

later by members of the Calgary choir in an impromptu sing-along.  

 

At the AGM, Henry Cairney, from the Calgary Burns Club, was 

confirmed as the new Junior Vice President with Marc Sherland 

stepping up to the position of Senior Vice President. [Seen left at the 

inaugural dinner with their respective chains of office, from the left 

Henry, Brian and Marc]  

 

At the seminar on Saturday afternoon Dr. Katherine Campbell 

presented a memorable performance of eight Burns’ songs which 

have unknown melodies for which she has composed her own 

versions. They were beautifully sung and a real treat for the 

audience. She was followed by Professor Gerard Carruthers, Co-

Director of the Centre for Robert Burns Studies and Francis 

Hutcheson Chair of Scottish Literature at Glasgow University who 

presented a fascinating talk on ‘Burns in Glasgow’ explaining the complexities of different factions and their 

reactions to the poetry of Burns. As an alternative to the seminars, there were bus tours available to visit the 

Riverside Museum and the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum.  

 

Despite some major problems at the Hallmark Hotel, including the conference committee having to arrange 

all the furniture for the Inaugural Dinner, the staff came up trumps with the meal itself. The ceilidh was a 

roaring success with the wonderful band ‘Reel Stramash’ providing just the right blend of music to get the 

feet tapping and folk dancing.  

 

On Sunday delegates were joined by members and friends of the Glasgow 

Burns community from both the Trades House and Merchants of the city at 

a service of commemoration in Glasgow Cathedral. The Rev Mark 

Johnstone conducted the service and President Brian Goldie and President 

of the Glasgow and District Burns Association, Ken Dalgleish, both did the 

readings. 

 

Following the service a wreath-laying ceremony was conducted at the 

Burns statue in George Square. [The photograph shows President Brian 

Goldie laying a wreath beside one already laid by the Lord Provost Eva 

Bolander standing at the rear.] 

 

A bonus event held on Thursday night was a 

concert of talent, including participation from 

the Robert Burns World Federation 2019 

Young Burnsian, Liam Kearney; tenor, Euan 

Russell; Damien Neil; Caitlin Yule; the 

Cuilins; Clarsach player, Pauline Vallance; 

representatives from Bridgeton Burns Club; Glasgow Haggis Club; 

Cumbernauld and District Burns Club; Trades House of Glasgow and the Robert Burns World Federation. 
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Conference Delegates Refreshed by the Brews of Wellpark 
 

Glasgow’s links with Robert Burns was a regular topic during the Annual Conference but delegates might 

have been a little bit surprised to learn of the close links that Burns had with Tennents who have been 

brewing in Glasgow on their Wellpark site since 1556. Following their earlier visit to The Mitchell Library, 

those who had opted for the Friday tour also called in at Glasgow’s newest £1 million visitor attraction, The 

Tennent’s Story, an inter-active museum that traces the history of a company that has been synonymous with 

lager brewing since 1885 and has dominated the Scottish market since then.  

 

Conference delegates who visited Wellpark not only 

managed a brewery tour but also sampled some of today’s 

products brewed for the home and overseas market. In 

doing so, they followed in the footsteps of Bonnie Prince 

Charlie’s Jacobite Army which “was refreshed by the brew 

of Wellpark” when camped on nearby Glasgow Green 

towards the end of their ill-fated campaign. Robert Burns 

was no stranger to Glasgow’s hostelries or to Tennent’s Ales 

when visiting the city regularly in the late 1780s and into the 

1790s, when he stayed in The Saracen’s Head Inn, a then-

popular hostelry built in 1755 by Robert Tennent who, along 

with his brother Hugh, owned Wellpark Brewery. 

 

Among the Burns’ relics on display within “TTS” at Wellpark is 

the red wax seal impression, one of those made from the 4th seal 

die at the time of the 1859 Burns Centenary Exhibition in 

Edinburgh and subsequently acquired in 1959 by J G Thomson, 

later a wine and spirits subsidiary of Tennent’s. Contrary to 

popular myth, Burns didn’t leave his personal seal in The 

Saracen’s Head Inn to settle a bar account but, within the tabloid 

world, “You never spoil a story by sticking to the facts” and that 

urban myth still remains despite evidence to the contrary.  In his 

1988 book, James Mackay suggested that the 4th seal die 

implement was then owned by a lady in the USA who had offered 

it to The Burns Federation for a mere $500,000 – an offer which, 

unsurprisingly, was politely declined.  

 

Part of the Tennent’s display includes a piece of typical good advice contained in a poem written by Robert 

Burns in 1794: Contented Wi' Little and Cantie Wi' Mair 

Contented wi' little, and cantie wi' mair,  

Whene'er I foregather wi' Sorrow and Care,  

I gie them a skelp as they're creepin' alang,  

Wi' a cog o' guid swats, and an auld Scottish sang. 

 

Tennents were generous sponsors of the 2019 Conference and out-going RBWF President Bill Nolan, a 

former Head of Media, Communications & Sponsorship at Tennents, presented one of the last surviving 

bottles of Burns Ale, brewed at Wellpark for the 1996 Bi-Centenary Celebrations, as a personal gift to Ken 

Montgomery, the RBANA President whose own collection of brewery memorabilia is legendary. However, 

Bill was at pains to advise Ken that, having been brewed a quarter of a century ago, this bottle of Tennents 

Burns Ale should not be consumed, especially when there were more recent brews from Wellpark 

available. 

 

Tennents are happy to welcome visitors to The Tennents Story attraction at Wellpark and more information 

can be found on https://www.tennentstours.com/tours.  Entry to the Museum is FREE but there is a charge 

for Brewery Tours. 
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Annual Brow Well Commemorative Service 
 

Due to the inclement weather, the 

annual Brow Well service was held on 

17th July within Ruthwell Church.  

 

Brian Goldie, Senior Vice President of 

the Robert Burns World Federation, 

delivered a powerful oration reflecting 

on the last days of our National Bard 

before his death on 21 July 1796. The 

service was conducted in fine style by 

the interim Locum Minister Rev Gerald 

Moule. A beautiful lament on the pipes 

was played by Gregor Grierson, last 

year’s Junior Burnsian of the Year.  
 
The Church attracts people from around 

the world to visit the ancient Ruthwell 

Cross, a magnificent 7th century Anglo 

Saxon preaching cross and the oldest 

cross of its kind on mainland UK, seen 

below being admired by Emma Harper, MSP, and immediate Past President of the Dumfries Ladies Burns 

Club No 1.  

 

Afterwards, a floral tribute from the Federation was placed at 

the Well in short ceremony. Despite the dreich weather a 

goodly company attended representing Burns enthusiasts 

from all over Scotland.  

 

The usual social gathering was held at the Cairndale Hotel, 

Dumfries after the ceremony. The company was welcomed by 

Russell Williamson, President of the Dumfries & Galloway 

Burns Association and entertainment was MC’d by Colin 

Gibson, Junior Vice President of the DGBA, with a Vote of 

Thanks at the conclusion proposed by Senior Vice President 

Fiona Evans.  An excellent buffet was served by the Cairndale 

staff. 

 

Next year’s Brow Well Service would be held on 26th July in 2020 with the social gathering once again 

taking place in the Cairndale.  

 

     

Bendigo Remembers 
 
President of the Bendigo Burns Club, Jim Miller and club members gathered 

in the Bendigo Art Gallery on the 21st July to lay a wreath at the Burns Bust. 

Photograph shows Michael Claven reading from the works of Burns. The 

event was enjoyed by all in attendance after which they adjourned for 

afternoon tea/coffee in the Art Gallery Café.  

 

The bust is a beautiful example of the work of Bendigo sculptor, Mr. J. 

Walker. The work is of white Carrara marble, and is thrown into bold relief 

by its pedestal of greyish Sicilian marble. 
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Irvine Lasses Burns Club – Summer Outing to Ellisland 
 

Irvine Lasses Summer Outing this year was a visit to Ellisland on 23rd June. We were given a very warm 

welcome, a tasty lunch in the barn, and were treated by Jane Brown to some funny stories and poems. Our 

tour guides expanded our knowledge of Robert Burns and his time at Ellisland which our ladies found very 

interesting and informative.   

 

Overall, it proved to be a very enjoyable and educational visit and we thank the folks at Ellisland, for 

providing Irvine Lasses Burns Club with an excellent venue for our summer outing.       

[Rosemary Murdoch, President – Irvine Lasses Burns Club] 

 

Let’s Talk Burns  

 
Join various members of the Centre for Robert Burns Team at Ellisland Farm for two events exploring 

different aspects of the poet's work and life.  

On Sunday 22nd Sep at 2 pm Dr. Carol Baraniuk, Prof Gerry Carruthers and PhD student Kevin Gallagher get 

together to discuss the challenges of separating the facts and myths around works attributed to Burns. More 

info at https://www.ellislandfarm.co.uk/burns-fact-fiction-ellisland/ 

 

On Sunday 24th Nov also at 2 pm Prof Gerry Carruthers and Moira Hansen joined by Danny Smith, Professor 

of Psychiatry, to discuss Burns's mental health, its impact on his life and work, and the wider field of the 

connections between mental health and creativity. More info at https://www.ellislandfarm.co.uk/burns-

mental-health-ellisland/ 
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A Musical Treat in Kilmarnock 

 
On Friday 22nd Nov at 7.30 pm a musical evening titled ‘Should Auld Acquaintance’ 

will celebrate Robert Burns’ connection with Kilmarnock and Laigh Kirk, where his 

friend, Tam Samson, lies buried. So come and enjoy a feast of music and entertainment 

with a distinctly Scottish flavour.  

 

The Robert Burns World Federation, whose offices are directly opposite New Laigh 

Kirk, will be represented by current President, Brian Goldie, who takes a special 

interest in fostering a love of Burns’ poetry among young people.  

 

Tap your feet to the rhythms of the 

renowned Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra as they play med-

leys of traditional Scottish music. Since 1982 AFO’s 

founder, Wallace Galbraith, has worked tirelessly to 

develop the talent of musicians aged 10 to 18. The 

Orchestra has a proud record of tours in Europe, North 

America, South Africa and China.  

 

Another well-known Burns’ enthusiast, Jock Wilson, will 

entertain us with recitations of the Bard’s poetry, 

including “Tam Samson’s Elegy” – written by Burns 

before Tam was dead so that he could enjoy the lyrics!  

 

Completing this array of talent is Gerry Fitzpatrick, an international musician who travels mainly in Europe 

with his group, performing at Scottish themed events and Burns' suppers.  

Entrance is free but donations are welcome and will be used for the restoration of Tam Samson’s tombstone 

in New Laigh Kirk churchyard.  

 

[Tam Samson’s image used by permission of East Ayrshire Council/East Ayrshire Leisure]  

 

Aberdeen Burns Club Pop-Up Success 
 

August the 3rd was a calm, mild, dry day at the Gallowgate 

Festival for Aberdeen Burns Club’s first external publicity 

stall; the Pop-Ups didn`t get blown over and we didn’t get a 

drookin. With the borrowed Wallace 700 Association whisky 

game we raised a bit of siller for the Festival and some interest 

in the activities of our Burns Club.  

  

That interest extended to the Scottish Language 

Dictionary`s (SLD) pop –up.   Being a fiddler of some note and 

collector of songs, Burns would have been aware of 

these Scots musical terms but two  names, ‘Killywimple’ and 

‘whirliwha’ had folk stumped. We had to refer 

to SLD`s Concise Scots Dictionary for the answers.  

 

[Killywimple is a trill or affectation in singing and Whirliwha also refers to a trill or grace notes in singing. 

Ed] 

  

Photo left to right: Eric White, The Very Reverend Dr. Emsley Nimmo, Lord Provost Barney Crocket and 

piper Norman Fiddes.  

The Aberdeen Burns Club’s 2019/20 series of monthly meetings starts on Tuesday 8th October in the 

Rubislaw Kirk Centre.  Full syllabus details will be issued in September.  

[John Mackay, Secretary Aberdeen Burns Club] 
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Service of Commemoration at the Burns Cairn Hamilton Ontario 

On Sunday 21st July members of the Halton Peel Burns Club were prominent among attendees at a service of 

remembrance held at the Burns Cairn in Gage Park, Hamilton, Ontario. The Cairn had been erected in 1984 

by the Ye Bonny Doon Burns Club which unfortunately disbanded in 1997 due to failing health and aging of the 

members. 

The Rev E. R. Francis Chisholm DD {now 93} each year in late July has held a service of remembrance on the 

anniversary of Burns Death, usually attended by former Ye Bonny Doon Club members. This year six of our 

Halton Peel members were able to attend. The worship service was led by Rev. Francis Chisholm and the 

Burns’ appreciation was offered by Chrys Ballantyne, 

President of the Halton Peel Burns Club. 

 

Last January there was a Motion approved by the 

Hamilton City Council, that the Burns Cairn be replaced 

to make way for a Memorial to Fallen Firefighters. There 

was an active response from the former Hamilton club 

members and the approval was rescinded. This year 

there was a number of members of the public also in 

attendance as well as a former City Counselor Don Ross, 

who had been a major participant in support of retaining the 

Cairn location. Hence the increased turnout of approximately 

30 this year. 

[Photo: In front of the cairn - Rev Chisholm, Don Ross, former 

City Councelor, Chrys Ballantyne, President Halton Peel, 

Duncan Beattie  (former Federal MP) and, the piper, Doug 

Tulloch, from the Hamilton, Royal Canadian Legion]  

 

 

You Just Never Know What’s Round the Corner 

  
The Robert Burns Youth Ambassador for Dumfries and 

Galloway, Rose Byers, had an unexpected encounter with 

her hero during a family holiday trip to San Francisco when, 

much to her delight, she came across a Burns statue in the 

Golden Gate Park. So Rose decided to pay homage to the 

Poet by singing some of his songs in the sunny park as cars 

and people passed by.  

 

A campaign to erect the statue was started, and cash raised, 

by John McGilvray, whose stone   company had been hired 

in 1898 to build the new Stanford University. Melvin Earl 

Cummings was commissioned to provide the statue. He 

modelled the standing figure of Burns which was then sent 

to the De Rome Foundry in San Francisco for casting. 

However, the foundry and entire contents were destroyed 

in the 1906 earthquake and fire. Rebuilding the city took 

precedence but eventually the casting was completed and 

the statue unveiled on 22nd Feb 1908, George 

Washington’s birthday.  
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New Zealand Youngsters ‘Rap for Rabbie’  
The Dunedin Burns Club has enjoyed a very active 

year and helped the community celebrate the 

sesquicentenary (150 years) of the University of 

Otago. UNESCO Dunedin City of Literature Poetry 

Competition sponsored by the Dunedin Edinburgh 

Sister City Society.   

The photograph shows the participants in the Young 

Poets’ category: ‘Rap Like Rabbie.’ From L to R: Ollie 

Young, Emma Davis, Carolyn McCurdie (judge), 

Millie O’Neill, Caitlin O’Brien and winner, Sophie 

Niblock. Photo with kind permission of Ged Davis.  

For the full story and other news from the Pacific Rim 

click the link to access the August 2019 edition of the Rim Happenings Newsletter: 

https://cloudup.com/cxjMiGu9kdq  

 

Friends of Ellisland Have a Swishing Good Time  

On Friday 16th August the Friends of Ellisland held a 'Swishing' night at 

Ellisland Farm. The idea was to bring unwanted clothes and swap with 

clothes brought in by ladies attending the evening. Firstly there were 

nibbles and wine to enjoy in the marquee served by Chairman Russell 

Williamson, Ronnie Cairns and Hugh Lind who all looked very smart 

dressed in black trousers, white shirt and bow tie.  

Entertainment was provided by 

John Clark who sang and recited 

some poems. Afterwards the 

swapping commenced in the barn. Everyone had fun and enjoyed 

the event, with proceeds going to the preservation of Ellisland Farm 

Museum. Any clothes left will be given to Marie Curie and Shelter. 

Photo from left to right: Sue Hughes Curator, Jane Brown, Maureen 

Milton, Halina Cairns, Jackie Higgins and Mary Russell. 

 

A Dramatic Approach to Burns 

Keen Burnsian Robert Murray has produced a very interesting and fresh approach to 

the study of Robert Burns’ by producing the script for a play about the Poet’s life and 

works. It is written in three sections reflecting different phases of Burns’ life: one 

referring to Ayrshire, one to Edinburgh and one to Dumfries. Suggestions are given 

for costumes, props and stage settings which are all very simple and well within the 

scope of amateur drama groups and schools.   

It is designed to be adaptable and could be staged in parts and or shortened if 

necessary by reducing the number of verses in poems and songs.  

I would have preferred the name Robert instead of ‘Robbie,’ a first name frequently 

referred to today – but the Poet himself never actually signed his name as such. He 

went by his given name, Robert, as well as Robin and Rab. [Ed] 

Extremis Publishing ISBN No: 978-0-9955897-6-6.  For information about how to stage your own 

performance of the play, including sourcing permission from the author and details of necessary 

performance fees for theatrical groups, please visit Robert’s website at www.robertmurrayauthor.co.uk  
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Obituary - Peter Westwood 

It is with great sadness that we report the passing of Honorary Life Member of 

the Federation and, for 20 years, Editor of the Burns Chronicle, Peter 

Westwood. In the latter role he had the knowledge and dedication to both 

promote and defend Burns and always strove to establish the truth.  At quarterly 

meetings and at the Annual Conference his input was valued and his enthusiasm 

and humour always had a calming influence when there was accumulated 

tensions.  

 

He played a major role in both the Burns bi-centenary celebrations in 1996 and 

in the Year of Homecoming in 2009, producing special Burns Chronicles for 

both occasions.  He wrote several other books on the Poet, including one on 

post cards inspired by Burns in his Deltiology of Robert Burns.  Two volumes on 

Burns’ wife Jean Armour complemented a book on their years at Ellisland Farm. 

In one of the largest ever works on Burns he produced an 11-volume The 

Definitive Illustrated Companion to Robert Burns adding significantly to our 

knowledge of the Poet.   

 

                                         

In 1998 consultative meetings were held with groups representing Burns Clubs to discuss the establishment 

of charitable status for the Federation and the formation of a Company. Peter took an active part in the 

complicated procedures and forged a strong working relationship with the first Chief Executive, Shirley 

Bell to form The Robert Burns World Federation on 12 Sep 1998 

These words of Robert Burns are very apt to mark the end of a long and beneficial association with the 

respected and unique Peter J. Westwood. 

 

An honest man here lies at rest, 

As e’er God with His image blest: 

The friend of man, the friend of truth; 

The friend of age, and guide of youth: 

Few hearts like his, with virtue warm’d, 

Few heads with knowledge so inform’d: 

If there’s another world, he lives in bliss; 

If there is none, he made the best of this. 

Centre for Robert Burns Studies - Forthcoming Events for Everyone to Enjoy  
 

‘On work on Burns authenticity, forgery & other things at CRBS, University of Glasgow and through Burns 
Scotland’, Dumfries Museum (24th October) 
Prof Gerry Carruthers discusses some the collaborative work being undertaken by CRBS and various 

partners as we seek to develop cutting-edge scientific techniques for use alongside more traditional  
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Centre for Robert Burns Studies - Forthcoming Events (cont’d) 
approaches in testing the authenticity of manuscripts, artefacts and stories surrounding Robert Burns. 

Contact Dumfries Museum for more info. 

 

‘Disagreeably Scottish’? Voices of the Ulster-Scots, Tower Museum, Derry, Northern Ireland (24th October) 
Join Carol Banarniuk as she considers Ulster-Scots identity and how it is expressed in language and literary 

traditions within the north of Ireland. It will explore the influence of Robert Burns on local language and 

literature, and consider responses to this over time. Contact Tower Museum for more info. 

 
Editing Robert Burns for the 21st Century symposium, Wellwood Centre, Irvine (22nd November) 
Hosted by our friends at Irvine Burns Club, the CRBS team will share some of the newest work and findings 

emerging from the research which makes up the Editing Robert Burns for the 21st Century project, with a 

particular focus on editing the poet's earliest correspondence for the next volumes of the Oxford University 

Press edition of The Works of Robert Burns. Full programme and booking details to follow. 

 

2nd Annual Craig Sharp Memorial Lecture (29th November) 
Following the success of last year's inaugural event, join CRBS and the Robert Burns World Federation for 

this co-hosted event in memory of Prof Craig Sharp, friend and supporter of the Centre for Robert Burns 

Studies. Again, the event will consist of two speakers, this year talking to their own perspectives on issues 

of the Scots Language. Full programme and booking details to follow. 

 

Annual Conference, Robert Burns Birthplace Museum, Alloway (11th Jan 2020) 
The Robert Burns Birthplace Museum will again play generous hosts for our annual conference in January. 

As always, there will be a diverse mix of speakers and subjects, all focused on aspects of the life, works and 

afterlife of Robert Burns. This event is always hugely popular and guaranteed to sell out quickly. 

Full programme and booking details to follow. 

Robert Burns: Poems, Songs and Legacy 

Dig deeper into the life and works of Robert Burns, with this free University of Glasgow course which starts 

in January 2020. It will introduce you to the life, works and global celebrity of Robert Burns. You’ll examine 

poems, songs, manuscripts, and objects used to commemorate the poet. You’ll also develop your 

understanding of Robert Burns’s posthumous reputation - from Burns Suppers and Burns Night through to 

Hogmanay. https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/robert-burns 

 

Federation’s Sponsor Isle of Arran Distillery  
 

Arran Distillery is delighted to announce three significant awards for 2019 to 

add to their already impressive award cabinet for their much-loved range of 

Single Malts. 

 

The 10 year old Single Malt, and Quarter Cask ‘The Bothy’ Single Malts have 

both been awarded Gold medals and 95 points each in the respected 

International Wine & Spirits Awards. The 18 year-old has been awarded the 

ultimate accolade of 98 points and a Gold ‘Outstanding’ medal. 

 

 The IWSC, also known as the International Wine & Spirit Competition, sets 

the international benchmark for quality. For half a century the International Wine & Spirit Competition has 

been recognising and rewarding the very best wines and spirits in the world. Over 400 global experts 

judge the awards over seven months of the year. 

 

 The Isle of Arran Distillery, our official sponsor, has posted on its website https://www.arranwhisky.com/ 

an article about the arrival of a new copper still for their new distillery at Lagg.  

 

Attendees at the RBWF’s Annual Conference in Irvine were able to savour a drop of the Arran amber nectar 

as each had a miniature sample of the Robert Burns blend at their dinner table setting.  
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Jean Armour Dinner 

 
The Burns Howff Club held its 15th Jean Armour Dinner in the Globe Inn on 1st July when members and 

guests were welcomed by President Rab Walker. Earlier, the company was piped from the Globe by club 

piper Callum Watson to the Jean Armour statue in Brooms Road where the president laid a floral tribute to 

Jean and past president Bill Graham spoke in praise of Jean at the door of the house where Robert and Jean 

spent their days until his death in 1796 and where Jean lived until her death in 1834. 

 

After dinner, a toast to “Jean Armour” was proposed by Provost Tracey Little who spoke of Jean as Burns’ 

most worthy companion and perpetual rock. A strong woman who faced passionate love throughout their 

life. Gilly Fraser, a journalist with DG Life magazine dealt with  “The other women in Burns’ life” and 

touched on Robert’s dealings with many other strong women, including Highland Mary, Anna Park, Agnes 

McLehose and Jessie Lewars for whom Burns had a roving eye, met as a comely 18year old and was 

described by Jean as “Rabbie being Rabbie”. Both speakers sat down to thunderous applause.  

Contributing to a superb entertainment programme was Avril Kerr who recited “Bonnie Jean” and 

“Yestreen I had a pint o’ wine”, songs from John Caskie MBE including “Craigieburn Wood”, musical 

selections on the accordion from Lee McQueen.  Making a welcome return to the club was Kirsty Hunter 

who delighted the company with selections on the club’s Millennium fiddle.  Special guest artistes were 

Douglas Carroll and his partner Mary Barclay who sang some Burns songs to Douglas’s guitar 

accompaniment. 

 

A first for the Globe Inn was an excerpt from “Tam O’ Shanter” recited by a visitor from St. Petersburg, Max 

Melnikov, who with great passion, recited part of the famous tale in Russian and brought the company to 

their feet.  Max later said that a Burns Club was being formed in St. Petersburg and hoped for some 

assistance from the Burns Howff Club. Delegates were welcomed from Dumfries Burns Club, Dumfries 

Ladies Burns Club, Annan Ladies Burns Club and St. Michaels Burns Club. The Globe Inn which is currently 

closed for renovations by the new owners, Annandale Distilleries, opened especially for the club’s function 

and were thanked by President Walker. 
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Do You Know the Next Burns Humanitarian? 
 

Could you help us find the next worthy winner of the Robert Burns 

Humanitarian Award? 

 

The Robert Burns Humanitarian Award (RBHA) supported by South Ayrshire 

Council recognises courage, commitment, inspiration and hands-on 

humanitarian efforts from people of any nationality, race, age or gender. 

 

We’re looking for nominations for those who have saved, improved or 

enriched the lives of others or society as a whole, through personal self-

sacrifice, selfless service or direct humanitarian work. It doesn’t have to be someone you know, it could be 

someone you’ve read about, someone you’ve seen on TV, or someone you’ve long admired. 

 

As well as the RBHA 2020 title, winners receive the equivalent of 1759 guineas (approximately £1,800). This 

sum signifies the year of the Bard's birth and the coinage in circulation at the time. If you nominate the 

winner, you could also attend the prestigious award ceremony which takes place on 22 January 2020. 

 

The current winner is Jasvinder Sanghera CBE. Jasvinder is 

British human rights activist who escaped a forced marriage, 

set up a dedicated charity to help victims of honour-based 

abuse and forced marriage, and helped change the law to 

make forced marriage a crime. 

 

Douglas Campbell, Chair of the RBHA judging panel, said: 

"Robert Burns believed that everyone should be treated 

equally, he strove to make a difference and to this day people 

across the globe still push for social improvement.  The RBHA 

recognises the efforts of those that want to change lives for the 

better.  

 

“Our nominees come from many walks of life but they are always passionate about their beliefs and want to 

make a difference. This is your opportunity to give these humanitarians the recognition they deserve, so 

don’t let them miss out, nominate now.” 

 

Nominations for the Robert Burns Humanitarian Award 2020 can be made online at 

www.robertburnsaward.com until Monday 30 September 2019. 

 

Ukraine School Children’s Love of Burns   

 
eTwinning offers a platform for staff (teachers, head teachers, librarians, etc.), working in a school in one of 

the European countries involved, to communicate, collaborate, develop projects, share and to be part of the 

most exciting learning community in Europe. Full details can be seen at 

https://www.etwinning.net/en/pub/about.htm 

 

One school in Ploske, Ukraine, has been taking full advantage of this project and through a collaboration 

with Lockerbie Primary School they have dedicated their time to studying Robert Burns. The project 

concerns Robert Burns’ life, his poetical value and heritage. It is about developing communication and 

collaboration between students of different countries and better understanding between cultures. It will 

develop critical thinking, problem solving, researching skills, IT competences, students’ abilities to 

communicate in English, recite poems with the right intonation. It also increases their interest in Scottish 

literature, motivates the students in their learning and enhances their ability to be creative, constructive, 

tolerant and self-confident.  

 

See the impressive results of their efforts at https://twinspace.etwinning.net/80987 
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