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I am always delighted to receive articles which demonstrate the global appeal of Scotland’s National Poet. 

This edition includes items with connections to America, Canada, Russia, Australia and New Zealand and I 

was particularly struck by one from Germany relating to the unveiling of a fantastic art installation depicting 

a ‘fleeing’ Tam o’ Shanter. With the Burns Supper season in January rapidly approaching I am often asked, 

particularly by non-Scots, where can they hear Burns’ poems being recited so they can listen to the 

vernacular language and get a better sense of the meaning of the poem.   The answer is simple; just go to 

the BBC website at https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts/robertburns/ and listen to a wide range of excellent reciters. 

Hear, for example, ‘To William Simpson of Ochiltree’ featured below and recited by Professor Gerry 

Carruthers, Francis Hutcheson Chair of Scottish Literature (Scottish Literature) at Glasgow University.                                    

Editor 

 

                   

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Conference Convenor Jane Brings Greetings 

 

Conference Convenor Jane Brown reads out greetings from cards 

sent from Burns Clubs and individuals, including one sent on 

behalf of Her Majesty the Queen, sending good wishes to the 

Federation for the annual conference.   

 

Despite major disruptions at the hotel, Jane and her fellow 

committee members did a sterling job in crisis managing the 

events over the weekend. In particular, all the stops had to be 

pulled out for setting up the Inaugural Dinner and, with Jane’s 

persuasive intervention, the reduced hotel staff rose to the 

challenge magnificently.    
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To William Simpson of Ochiltree 

 
The Muse, nae poet ever fand her, 

Till by himsel he learn’d to wander, 

Adown some trottin burn’s meander, 

An no think lang: 

O, sweet to stray, an’ pensive ponder 

 A heart-felt sang! 

 

The warly race may drudge an’ drive, 

Hog-shouther, jundie, stretch, an’ strive, 

Let me fait Nature’s face descrive, 

 And I, wi’ pleasure 

Shall let the busy, grumbling hive 

 Bum owre their treasure. 

Robert Burns  1785 

  

 

by Robert Burns   - 1789 
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Conference (Cont’d)  
 

Newly-inaugurated President Brian Goldie 

(left) is shown addressing dinner guests and 

outlining his vision for the Federation.   

 
The International Director for the Pacific Rim, 

Jim O’Lone (right), brought warm greetings 

from ‘down under.’  

 

President of the Robert Burns Association North 

America, Ken Montgomery (below right), 

conveyed best wishes on behalf of American 

and Canadian representatives.  

 

He stressed the need for closer cooperation 

between RBANA and the Federation and outlined his plans for promoting that. His 

vision and reports on the many Burns activities taking place can be read in the 

latest edition of the RBANA newsletter, the TATLER, which can be accessed at: 

 

  
http://www.rbana.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Tattler-Summer-19-30.pdf 

 

 

Lord Provost’s Reception for National Final Winners 
 

Following their success at the National Finals in Irvine Royal 

Academy in May of this year, children from the Edinburgh & 

District Association, along with parents and Head Teachers, were 

welcomed to a Civic Reception hosted by the Lord Provost of 

Edinburgh, the right Honourable Frank Ross. 

 

During his comments to the audience, the Lord Provost 

congratulated the children, knowing full well the high standards of 

competition they were up against, at the RBWF National Finals, 

from other children all the way from Grampian, to Dumfries and 

Galloway. He also welcomed the new President of RBWF and his 

wife, the President and Committee members of EDBCA, whom he 

acknowledged had supported the RBWF National Finals since 1925 

and parents and teachers.   

 

Recently elected President of the RBWF, Brian Goldie, in carrying 

out his first public engagement thanked the Lord Provost, the Chief 

Executive for taking the time and trouble to lay on such an event 

for the primary children, letting them see the inside of their most beautiful and historic building. 

Jim Shields, President of EDBCA, thanked both Brian and the Lord Provost for their kind words, vowing that 

the committee of EDBCA, would be pushing for more trophies next year and seeking to defend their title! 

 

There then followed some live performances by Olive Bailey, who sang Banks and Braes, 

Catriona Murdoch (who was 2nd in the secondary competition), who did an extract from  

Tam o’ Shanter and, lastly, a beautiful performance on the harp from the petite but talented Shionka Inkster. 

 

The Lord Provost handed to each of the children, a copy of the book recently published by Helena 

Anderson Wright,  “ENLIGHTENED  BURNS “, as a permanent souvenir of what for them was an 

unforgettable day.                                                                                                                                            [Jim  Shields] 
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Ellisland Farm Supper 

The Friends of Ellisland Farm Museum had their 

Farm Supper on the 14th September. It is 

always a popular night and this time was no 

exception. MC for the evening was Ronnie 

Cairns who introduced some very talented 

entertainers. Rose Byers played her fiddle and 

sang and her brother Gabriel recited. John 

Glover did a sketch which was very 

entertaining. Tom Hughes told stories and 

played the Border pipes and Jane Brown was on 

form with some comical anecdotes. Colin 

Gibson sang and played guitar. Buffet was 

served in the marquee. Chairman Russell 

Williamson gave the Vote of Thanks. After a 

successful evening, it ended in the usual 

fashion with everyone singing Auld Lang Syne. 

The next event is the St. Andrew’s supper on 

the 23rd November. Tickets are already available phone 01387 740426 for more information. 

Photo left to right: John Glover, Rose and Gabriel Byers, Jane Brown, Tom Hughes and Colin Gibson.                                                                                        

[Photo by Halina Cairns] 

 

Edinburgh’s Historic Buildings Open Days  

 
On Saturday and Sunday 28 & 29th September 2019 the Burns Monument 

was one of the venues open to the public as part of Edinburgh’s Historic 

Buildings ‘Open Days’ programme. This prominent monument on the 

slopes of Calton Hill is a striking commemoration of Scotland’s National 

Bard. Monuments in this style were built in ancient Athens to celebrate the 

poetic arts, and was designed by Thomas Hamilton to house a statue of the 

bard by sculptor John Flaxman. The Burns poetry garden around the 

monument contains flowers mentioned in his poetry. 

 

On Saturday, Ragged Glory folk band started off the entertainment as they 

sang and played some great songs till after midday. I interspersed with 

Burns poems, and was joined by Ralph Balfour the Treasurer of the 

Edinburgh and District Burns Association (EDBCA) who related the history 

of the monument. Ragged Glory retired for lunch and I were delighted to 

welcome Clair Murdoch who presented us with some wonderful fiddle 

tunes. Ragged Glory returned and Ralph and I continued reciting over the 

rest of the afternoon until 4pm.  

 

On Sunday morning I was joined with Ragged Glory Folk Band which played until lunchtime. In the 

afternoon we were joined with Stewart Davie on guitar who brought Neil Lee with his mouth organ for music 

and songs. The afternoon entertainment was swelled when George Machrae and Diana Maxwell to sing and 

play Burns songs. The day ended at 4.00pm with all present joining hands and singing Auld Lang Syne. 

 

The EDBCA was very pleased with the response to the Monument’s Open Days. There were 848 visitors 

over the two days, 451 on the Saturday and 395 on the Sunday, up from last when we recorded a total of 630 

visitors.  

[Gordon Jamieson.  Secretary  EDBCA.] 
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Unique Fiddle Performance in Scottish Parliament 

President Brian Goldie and his wife Joyce attended the Edinburgh City 

Chambers in the company of members of the Edinburgh and District Burns 

Association (EDBCA) and the Lord Provost to celebrate the winning 

Edinburgh team’s performance at the recent RBWF National Festival. It was a 

grand affair culminating in performances in poetry, song and music from 

these very talented youngsters. 

Later they attended the Parliament building for a concert titled "The Twa 

Fiddles ". This was a unique performance by fiddle players Steve Clark and 

Alistair McCulloch who were playing the instruments formerly owned by 

Neil Gow and Robert Burns. The result was a wonderful marriage of the two 

styles and uniquely played by these musicians, the only two people who are 

allowed to play them. It is hoped to extend the travelling capability of the 

group by taking the concert ‘on the road.’  

(Photo L to R) Steve Clark, President Brian Goldie and Alistair McCulloch. 

The event was hosted by Depute First Minister John Swinney.  

 

Tam o’ Shanter Competition 
The 31st annual Tam o' Shanter competition 

organised by Dumfries Ladies Burns Club was 

held in the newly-refurbished Globe Inn on 

Tuesday 17th September 2019. 

 

There were 8 competitors who came from all 

over Scotland with one from England. 

 

Judges were Bill Nolan IPP of RBWF. 

Michael Kaye who was winner last year. 

Dr Ruth Thomson IPP of Dumfries Ladies Burns 

Club.  

 

1st Jock Wilson from Grangemouth (centre with 

trophy) 

2nd Bill Duncan from Ayr 

3rd John Watson from Barnard Castle  

 

The standard was exceptionally high and the judges had a difficult job. John Caskie MBE entertained while 

the judges were deliberating. A light supper was served during the interval. The evening finished with Auld 

Lang Syne.                                                                                                                                                         [Shona Shaw] 

 

Time to Buy or Renew Your Shares in the RBWF 200 Club  
 

The 200 Club is a well-established method of fundraising for RBWF. We 

have up to 200 members each owning a share in the club at a cost of £15. 

For 10 months of the year there is draw of 2 numbers; these are a first 

prize and a second prize. In addition every 3 months we have a 

quarterly prize. This allows £1500 additional funds for the Federation 

and £1500 to pay out to our winning Shareholders. We still have a few 

numbers left for the 200 Club Shares for 2019 – 2020.  If you would like 

to purchase a share for our monthly draw please follow the link below to 

further information and our 200 Club Form. If you have already purchased a share we thank you very much 

indeed and wish you luck.                                                                              http://www.rbwf.org.uk/rbwf200club/ 
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A New Collection of Burns Criticism 

 
The latest volume in a well-established library reference series features Robert Burns. Poetry Criticism, vol. 

218, has 237 pages (more than half the volume) on Burns, collecting 26 essays or book extracts, dating from 

1800 to 2017. The series is aimed chiefly at public and college libraries, both in print and online. Older 

items include extracts from Currie, Scott, Carlyle, Whitman and Stevenson. Recent items include such well-

known names as John Weston, Andrew Noble, Ronnie Jack, Carol McGuirk, Murray Pittock, Gerard 

Carruthers, Nigel Leask, Pauline Mackay, and Corey Andrews. One special strand of the essays discusses 

Tam o' Shanter. Patrick Scott was academic adviser for the volume, which was edited by Layman Poupard's 

in-house team.  

Publication details: Poetry Criticism, vol. 218 (Gale/Layman Poupard, 2019). ISBN 9781410384249. 

Hardback, $344.  

[Patrick Scott: Editor, Studies in Scottish Literature, & Distinguished Professor of English, emeritus, 

University of South Carolina; Hon. Research Fellow in Scottish Literature, University of Glasgow.] 

 

RBANA Conference 2020 

 
The Burns Club of Atlanta, Georgia is honoured to host the 40th Annual, 

RBANA Conference which will take place in April 2020. Plan to join fellow 

Burnsians, from Canada and across the waters while enjoying the pleasant 

refreshing climate of a Southern Spring! The Burns Club of Atlanta owns the 

only replica of the Burns Alloway Cottage, (pictured left) the home of the 

poet’s birth. An afternoon reception will be held at the Cottage on Thursday, 

April 23 for early arrivals, and for those who have never visited before. 

 

To participate in the forthcoming RBANA2020 AGM & Conference, a 

Registration Package is included and can also be accessed from the RBANA website. Please go to: 
http://www.rbana.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/19-11-01-RBANA-2020-Conference-Registration-rev-2-

Fillable.pdf  The form details how to make a hotel reservation, as well as how to register, pay by check and 

pay by PayPal. On line, the downloaded form can be saved, and then forwarded to rbana2020@gmail.com. 

 

The RBANA2020 organizers, George McClellan and Mark Ferguson have 

selected the Georgia Tech Hotel and Conference Center, (photo right) 800 

Spring Street NW, Atlanta, GA 30308 as the location for the Conference. Room 

reservations must be made directly with the hotel. Please book online at the 

Robert Burns Association of North America-RBANA-Reservations Link on the 

website or call the hotel directly at 1-800-706-2899 or 404-347-9440 and make 

sure to mention RBANA 2020 when booking. Rates will last until Mar 24, 2020. 

 

The conference registration fee of $220 (US) or $289 (Canadian) includes all 

events, seminars, the dinner and Ceilidh Friday evening plus the formal Burns Dinner on Saturday evening 

with the RBANA Presidential Investiture. For all the details, including major attractions in Atlanta see: 

http://www.rbana.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Tattler-Summer-19-30.pdf 

 

Just Reward for Helena 
 

Helena Anderson-Wright shown with her British Empire Medal (Civil Division) after 

receiving it from the Lord Lieutenant of Aberdeen, Barney Crockett, at a special 

ceremony in the Town and County Hall, Town House on Friday 18th October 2019. 

Helena received the award in recognition of her contribution to arts in 

Aberdeenshire and in particular for her involvement in promoting the Burns 

Federation’s Schools’ competitions. 
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Centre for Robert Burns Studies Upcoming Events 

Burns and Mental Health (24th November, Ellisland Farm 2pm)  

Join Prof Gerry Carruthers, Prof Danny Smith (Professor of Psychiatry) and Moira Hansen (PhD student) to 

discuss Burns's mental health, its impact on his life and work, and the wider field of the connections 

between mental health and creativity. More info at https://www.ellislandfarm.co.uk/burns-mental-health-

ellisland/ 

Editing Robert Burns for the 21st Century symposium, Wellwood Centre and Burns Museum, Irvine (22nd 

November; 1pm-4pm)  

Hosted by our friends at Irvine Burns Club, the CRBS team will share some of the newest work and findings 

emerging from the research which makes up the Editing Robert Burns for the 21st Century project, with a 

particular focus on editing the poet's earliest correspondence for the next volumes of the Oxford University 

Press edition of The Works of Robert Burns. The event is free but capacity is limited. More than half the 

spaces are already booked so get yours now to ensure you don't miss out. Full details, including tickets 

at https://erb21ccorrespondence.eventbrite.co.uk 

2nd Annual Craig Sharp Memorial Lecture, Kelvin Hall Lecture Theatre (29th November; 4.30pm for 5pm)  

Following the success of last year's inaugural event, join CRBS and the Robert Burns World Federation for 

this co-hosted event in memory of Prof Craig Sharp, friend and supporter of the Centre for Robert Burns 

Studies. Prof Jeremy Smith (Professor of English Philology) and Rab Wilson (Ayrshire poet and writer) will 

be tackling the fascinating, and sometimes controversial, topic of the Scots Language. As with last year's 

event, there will also be a chance to ask questions and discuss the topic further with the speakers. Full 

details and tickets available at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/craig-sharp-annual-memorial-lecture-

tickets-71035132995 

St Petersburg Forum’s ‘Knowledge of Scotland’ winners 

 
Three Students from St Petersburg visited Scotland in 

September/October 2019. They were the winners of 

the Forum’s 2019 ‘Knowledge of Scotland’ 

competition. The competition is held annually during 

the Days of Scotland in St Petersburg.  

 

Taisia Tiukhina 17 years, school 46, Daria Leus 17 

years, school 157 and Alexander Savinskiy 16 years, 

school 207 had a varied, interesting and busy 

programme. They were hosted by the Trustees of St 

Petersburg Forum and lived with Tom & Elizabeth 

Clark. They were a delightful, charming trio who 

gained much from their 2-week visit. The sightseeing 

included Alloway, Bannockburn, Kelpies, Falkirk 

Wheel, Glasgow, Dumfries, Portnavadie and west 

coast. They also had a day at Linwood High School. 

 

During the visit they were the guests of several organisations – Callants Rotary Club, Larkhall Burns Club, 

Globe Inn - Dumfries, and Haggis Club – Glasgow, where they performed their winning presentations. 

Photo in Globe Inn (L to R) Accordionist Lee McQueen, young piper Gregor Grierson, Alexander Savinskiy, 

piper Callum Watson, Dalia Leus, Taisia Tiukhina and Burns Young Ambassador Rose Byers. Talks included: 

Taisia – Battle of Bannockburn, Daria – Battle of Bannockburn and Alexander – Robert Burns mother 

 

They were a credit to their parents, their schools and St Petersburg. Audiences had to be reminded that 

they are Russian and English is for them is a foreign language  
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The Robert Burns ‘Fleeing Tam’ Memorial in Uetze 
 

On September 28, 2019 at 16:00, accompanied by the sound of the bagpipes, fell the cover from a newly-

commissioned artwork of "Fleein’ Tam" as the Robert Burns Memorial in Uetze, Hanover, in Lower Saxony, 

Germany. Bernd Horlbeck (President of The Clansmen e.V. Uetze) welcomed to the Clansmen and the 

guests to the ceremony. The mayor of the municipality of Uetze, Werner Backeberg, took the floor and in his 

address said the figure of Tam o' Shanter should remind everyone of the wider thoughts and the works of its 

creator, Robert Burns. The plaque (below right) outlining the story was also unveiled. 

 

 
Click on the picture to see the movie ... (loading may take 30 s) mp4 version → 

The film shows Pipe Major Ronnie Bromhead vibrating the air in the 

pipes and walking gracefully towards the scene. Then the curtain 

falls. Well, the witches reluctantly let go of the shell ... but in the end 

we have them in front of us, the shocked Tam, his brave Maggie and 

the wild and unruly witch Nannie with the cutty sarcophagus ... 

Bernd outlines the tale of Tam o' Shanter which is overflowing with wit 

and imagination and its climax – now materialized in iron, devised by 

Colin and realized by many helpers and sponsors, especially Daniela 

Kleindienst, under whose hands the work of art was objectified. See 

full account: 

https://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?depth=1&hl=en&prev=search&rurl=translate.google.com&sl

=de&sp=nmt4&u=http://www.the-clansmen.de/tis-no-matter-how-or-

where/&xid=17259,15700021,15700186,15700190,15700256,15700259,15700262,15700265,15700271,157002

80,15700283&usg=ALkJrhjr1E9mP6uNnLkf-guzj0wMqeWBng 
 

Largs Cronies' President's Evening 
 

On Thursday 24th October 2019 Largs Cronies held 

their annual President's Evening at Largs Golf Club. 

The proceedings were opened with a welcome to 

members and guests from President Angus 

Middleton. 

Jimmy Law of Skelmorlie Poosie Nansies Burns Club 

was guest of honour and took us on his acclaimed 

"Tour of Scotland" which he had recently performed 

at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.  It included poems 

and stories relating to various towns and regions 

throughout Scotland, many of which had a Robert 

Burns connection.  

We were all delighted that Clare McGinty McKenzie, 

daughter of our late President Joe McGinty, had come 

along to entertain us. She recited "Last May a Braw Wooer,” a poem she had learned as a 14-year old girl, 
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Largs Cronies (cont’d) 

 

encouraged by her father, and has been reciting for 35 years. Lesley Diack Richardson provided some light 

hearted entertainment by recalling some of the amusing stories heard in her primary school classroom.  

She then gave us a very informative short account of Jane Armour's life from her birth in Mauchline in 1765 

to her death in Dumfries in 1834, aged 69. Musical entertainment was provided by James Dippie of Chanty 

Dyke fame, who entertained us a varied selection of Scottish songs. The raffle raised £235 which would be 

used to fund the Cronies' very successful annual Burns' Schools' Competition in local primary schools. 

Past President Robert Honeyman thanked everyone who had come along for the evening and gave a special 

vote of thanks to all those who had entertained us thereby ensuring a great night was had by all. He also 

thanked the bar and catering staff at Largs Golf Club for their kind hospitality and the superb buffet supper 

which had been laid on. On 23rd January 2020, Largs Cronies will be holding their 31st Annual Dinner at the 

Willowbank Hotel, Largs, with Willie Dick of New Cumnock Burns Club proposing the Immortal Memory. 

 

Back Row from left: James Dippie, Jimmy Law, President Angus Middleton, Vice President Brian Jackson. 

Front Row from left: Lesley Diack Richardson, Clare McGinty McKenzie. 

            

Margaret Morrall Obituary 

  
Ayr Burns Club are deeply saddened at the passing of one of 

our club’s Past Presidents and Secretary, Mrs. Margaret 

Morrall. When Margaret and her husband Tom – another Past 

President - joined Ayr Burns Club they did so with happy 

memories of their friend, Alan Stoddart, a great Burnsian and 

past President of the Club from 1975-1978. 

  

At the request of Professor Bill Barr OBE, Ayr Burns Club 

President from 2001-2006, Margaret’s journey with Ayr Burns 

Club began and carried with it a lifetime love of the Bard.  

Margaret became President of our club from 2006 until 2009 

after which she served as our club as Secretary.  Teamwork 

was the name of the spirit of the Club and so many ideas and 

actions were put into force to uphold all that Bill Barr had strived to achieve.  

  

Margaret had a passion for educating the children of Ayrshire, and with Tom she founded the ‘BURNS for 

LIFE’ program to bring the words and example of our bard to as many children as possible.  One way of 

holding the interest of school children was to arrange an annual Schools Competition, initially with a few 

schools locally but expanding rapidly over the years and continuing to this day.  The winners of each group 

are invited to attend a Children’s Burns Supper in the town of Ayr.  Winners from every School in all 

Ayrshire attend thanks to organisers Alloway Burns Club.  Ayr Burns Club are happy to continue to help 

raise financial assistance for this happy event.   The schools do a grand job in carrying on the Legacy which 

Margaret and Tom have left us and are to be commended. Not a bad memorial to Margaret, a huge lover of 

the life and works of Robert Burns. In fondest remembrance and respect to both Margaret and Tom and on 

behalf of Ayr Burns Club President Robbie McMahon and all of our members. Anne Miller, Secretary Ayr 

Burns Club 

 

Dictionary of the Scots Language 

We desperately need someone, preferably a volunteer, to help us with the format and means of distribution 

of our biannual newsletter. If you can help us create a better template and help us move it online, please 

contact us at info@dsl.ac.uk 

There are several ways you can help us -- and we can help you -- at Christmas time. Our revised Concise 

Scots Dictionary makes a super gift for your nearest and dearest. With an RRP of just £29.99 for 850 pages, 

the revised Concise provides a unique perspective on the history, culture and traditions of the Scots-

speaking peoples. It is available from all good book shops on the High Street and online.  
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For a more unusual gift, why not sponsor a word from the online Dictionary of the Scots Language. In return 

for a £20 donation,* we will provide a personalised certificate of sponsorship with a copy of the word’s 

dictionary entry. Just email us with the details below and send your payment by one of the methods listed 

on our website. 

 Your chosen word;  

 The name of the recipient (as it should appear on the certificate); and 

 The name and address of the person to whom it should be sent. 

The Edmonton Burns Club's Centenary 

On Friday, January 24, 2020 the Edmonton Burns Club 

of Alberta, Canada (Club # 571) will be proud to 

celebrate its Centenary. A preliminary dinner was 

held in 1919, and the Club was founded formally in 

1920. It was agreed that Tarbolton rules would be 

followed where appropriate for the 20th century, and 

the Club has thirty members with three privileged 

positions for the pianist, piper, and padre. The Club's 

purpose is to honour the memory of the Bard but also 

to promulgate knowledge of Scottish literary matters 

and interests in general. In association with the University of Alberta the Club offers scholarships for 

students to take appropriate courses in Scotland each year. 

The annual Burns Supper is held on the Friday evening closest to January 25th, and takes place in the Westin 

Hotel, where 500 or so guests (men only) consume the traditional fare to the accompaniment of Scotch 

whisky in generous amounts; the haggis and neeps are followed by an equally traditional programme of 

entertainment, with pipe band, choir, soloists, and formal speeches.  

The Club's patron is the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta, Hon. Lois Mitchell, presiding in 2020 for her fifth 

time and bringing greetings on behalf of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. Robbie Glen from Strathaven will 

deliver the Toast to the Immortal Memory, Ronnie O'Byrne of St. Catherine's, Ontario will bring greetings 

from the Federation and Toast the Lassies, while the Padre, Dr. Raymond Grant, will pronounce the Burns 

Grace and Toast the Twa Lands. The President for 2019-2020 is Andrew Grant, trying to live down being the 

Padre's son and hoping to keep a tight rein on the proceedings. 

Iain MacCrimmon of Monifieth and formerly of Edmonton is the 10th hereditary piper to the Chief of the Clan 

MacLeod of Dunvegan, Isle of Skye, and has composed a special bagpipe tune for our Centenary. 

The Edmonton statue is special since it was the first statue of Burns 

erected in the new millennium. It was sculpted by the lost-wax 

process by the late John Weaver, and shows the poet kneeling by 

the destroyed nest of the wee mouse. It sits on a concrete plinth 

lined with red Balmoral granite and suitably bearing the 

concluding lines of A Man's a Man and a list of contributors. It was 

dedicated in January of 2000 by Rev. Fraser Aitken of Ayr, our 

Speaker that year, and is placed beside the Hotel Macdonald on a 

highly visible downtown site. It will be cleaned and repaired for 

the Centenary, but it will incur further expense in that the land on 

which it sits has been purchased and slated for development so 

that the statue must be relocated and moved at great expense in 

the near future. Photo shows guest speaker Robbie Glen beside 

the statue.            [Photographs by Kim Woolgar & Raymond Grant]                        Article by Raymond Grant 
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New Zealand Students Enjoy Dumfries Tour  

  
Emily Tyrrell and Omri Kepes the two participants of the Robert Burns 

Scholarship from St. Andrews College Christchurch NZ visited Dumfries 

as part of their visit to Scotland.   Jane Brown PP RBWF was their tour 

guide showing them around all the Burns sites in the area. One of the 

highlights for them was laying a rose at the feet of Jean Armour and of 

course also laying a rose at the feet of Robert Burns in the Mausoleum.   

They met up with all the Presidents of the Burns Clubs in the area and 

had a lunch at the Globe Inn, where the RBWF President Brian Goldie 

presented them both with a certificate of merit from the RBWF.       

 

After their meeting with the Presidents and a few more visits to the 

Robert Burns centre and Burns Statue, I took them out to Ellisland Farm, 

where they spent a really pleasant evening enjoying a kitchen ceilidh. 

 Emily was hosted by Jane Brown and Russell Williamson hosted Omri.   

I took them to Caerlaverock Castle the next morning and on the way 

back to Lockerbie station made a visit to the Lockerbie disaster 

memorial.     They both had a great time and learned so much about the 

Bard.    

 

This trip was organised by Jane Brown whose friend Rob Bruce Barron set up this Scholarship on the 

understanding that it be called The Robert Burns Scholarship and when Jane and her friend Bertie visiting 

NZ in 2017 they were present when he handed over his cheque.   This is hopefully going to be a yearly visit 

in order that each year the scholarship students will learn more about Robert Burns at ground level.   The 

students were a joy to have and they said they will never forget their visit.    
 

 

Federation Message  
We thank you so much for your continued support and please do keep us informed of any events that might 

be happening in your area.  We also have some great items for sale via our on-line shop including a 2020 

Robert Burns slim line Diary – ideal for Christmas gifts! Also our friendship tiles are a lovely way to 

commemorate friends and family – check this out via the link below: http://www.rbwf.org.uk/friendship-

tiles/ 

 

Please also find a link below to the November edition of the RBWF Bulletin:-  

 
http://www.rbwf.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/NOV19-No21.pdf 

 

Spread the word regarding the fabulous RBWF supported events in November.  The first one on the 22nd at 

the Laigh Kirk in Kilmarnock– a free concert “Should Auld Acquaintance”.  Then, on the 29th at Kelvin Hall, 

Glasgow is the Craig Sharp Memorial Lecture co-hosted by the Centre for Robert Burns Studies. 

Welcome Visit by Australian Burnsian 

At a ceremony in Motherwell Civic Centre North Lanarkshire 

Provost Jean Jones became an Honorary President of Allanton 

Jolly Beggars Burns Club. This was in recognition of her 

continuing support for their Schools involvement. 

By happy co-incidence an Honorary Robert Burns World 

Federation President Beverley Tait from Australia was visiting 

Scotland. Provost Jones presented her with a plaque depicting 

the coat of arms of North Lanarkshire. Pic left to right.  Beverly 

Tait, President Murdo Morrison, Secretary Helen Morrison, 

Provost Jean Jones. 
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Amadeus & The Bard: 18th Century Cosmic Brothers 

At nine venues across Scotland, between 9th Sep and 12th Oct, Scottish Opera 

celebrated the lives of Robert Burns and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and 

explored the similarities between them through a mix of storytelling, poetry, folk 

music and opera in a new show entitled ‘Amadeus and The Bard.’ 

It had been conceived, written and directed by Mary McCluskey, former Artistic 

Director of Scottish Youth Theatre, with new arrangements by Music Director 

Karen MacIver, one half of award-winning duo PianoPiano. The cast included 

renowned Scottish actor Andy Clark; Arthur Bruce, one of Scottish Opera’s 

Emerging Artists for 2019/20; and Samling Young Artist Stephanie Stanway, as 

well as a four-voice ensemble from the Scottish Opera Young Company 

Set in Poosie Nansie’s Inn, favourite haunt of a certain Rabbie Burns it mixed 

storytelling and song and celebrated the lives of Mozart and Burns and the 

sometimes surprising similarities between them. A talented cast of singers and 

instrumentalists blended traditional Burns folk tunes with music from some of 

Mozart’s most popular operas – from the magical and mystical in Tam o’ Shanter 

and The Magic Flute to the heartfelt declarations of love in A Red, Red Rose and 

The Marriage of Figaro.  

[Having seen the performance at Kirkcudbright Academy I can vouch that it 

lived up to the claim that it would be, “Fun and full of energy, dramatic and 

emotive, Amadeus & the Bard will bring a smile to your face and a tear to your eye.” Ed] 

 

Isle of Arran Spectacular Winter Offers 

Hosted from Friday 29th November to Sunday 1st December, the 'Shop Arran' 

weekend helps to get your Christmas Shopping started with exclusive 

discounts and offers available from many Arran-based businesses.  

Official sponsor of the Robert Burns World Federation Ltd, Isle of Arran 

Distillery will be offering a 10% discount in the Distillery Shops at the 

Lochranza and Lagg Distilleries as well as complimentary standard distillery 

tours throughout the weekend.  

Lagg Distillery will also be welcoming some very special guests over the 

weekend including local artist Karen Bell, who will be exhibiting her lovely 

paper art designs, as well as Alison Page, author of children's books "The Tatoo 

Toorie" and "The Westie Fest". Visit the Lagg Distillery website.  

Ellisland Farm - Young Trads Christmas Concert  

 

On Saturday 14 December 2019, 7pm, the Friends of Ellisland are delighted that yet 

again our Youth Ambassadors, led by Rose Byers, are staging a fantastic Christmas 

concert with the best of young Scottish talent.  Last year’s event was absolutely 

wonderful and we are sure the 2019 concert will live up to this high standard. 

 

Headlining is the BBC Scotland’s Young Traditional Musician of the Year Hannah 

Rarity, with Annie Massie and local young musicians, including Rose Byers. 

Tickets are £10, and £5 for young people, and are available from Ellisland, the 

Midsteeple in Dumfries or online dgboxoffice.co.uk. 
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Who Can Join? Anyone sharing our Mission, who 
believes in our Objectives and wants, to get involved in 
taking the Burns legacy to the World as an individual, 
Club or Society. 
Benefits of Membership ~ Become a partner in 
imparting the legacy to the world. 

Being able to enjoy the company of fellow Burnsians and 
share an interest as part of a worldwide organisation that 
has around 300 clubs and affiliated bodies committed to it. 
Increase your knowledge about the life and works of 
Robert Burns through qualifying for a FREE copy of the 
Annual Burns Chronicle, which not only keeps members in 
touch but also provides access to academic articles and 
researched topics that will add to your own knowledge. The 
Chronicle is complimented by a regular RBWF Newsletter 
containing Club and Burns related news. 
Become involved in a hands-on-way as a volunteer 
working to generate interest in Burns amongst the next 
generation through involvement in Schools' competitions 
which attract 80,000 children in Scotland, the USA, Canada, 
Russia, Australia, New Zealand and around the Pacific Rim. 
Enabled to influence the future direction of the RBWF by 
having access to the Annual Conference at special rates and 
discounts which may also apply to other associated events 
(where advertised). 
Have access to RBWF Headquarters staff and a range of 
experts, who will be happy either to answer, or source 
replies to questions which lead to an expansion of 
knowledge about Robert Burns. 
Be involved in the leading global authority and 
promotional body on the works, life and influence of Robert 
Burns and help ensure his place in the history of world 
literature. 

About your subscription ~ Subscription to RBWF, kindles 
knowledge of, and stimulates interest in, Robert Burns, his 
life and works. Membership provides a driving force, to 
research, educate and promote Robert Burns across the 
world. 
Types of Membership ~ Please Tick 

Individual Membership   -  £42            ☐ 

Family Membership   -  £47             ☐ 

Club Membership   -  £77             ☐ 

Student Membership (proof required)      £15               ☐ 

School/Junior Membership         -           (FREE)             ☐ 

 

Chronicle only  -                £30             ☐ 

Advancing knowledge and education about the life and 
works of Robert Burns and the Scottish Language.  

 
 

The Robert Burns World Federation 
Charity No SC029099 Company Limited by Guarantee. 

 
Email : admin@rbwf.org.uk Web : www.rbwf.org.uk 

 

Membership Form  
 

Special Note ~ Chronicle by airmail (international only) 

an additional  £12  ☐ 

I wish to give a Donation, Specify Amount £_____ 

Become a Member ~  

Name(s) ………………………………………………  

Company/ School Title ……………………………………… 

Address………………………… Tel…………………………   

…………………………………….. Post Code ……………..   

Email……………………………………….  

Mobile…………………………..Web……………………… 

Methods of Payment ~ 

1. By Standing Order - On the 1st day of            20…. 
and thereafter annually, please remit to the account of the 
‘The Robert Burns World Federation’ (Account : 
00856523 Sort Code 80-08-53) the sum of              This 
order will subsist until cancelled by me. 

Name ……………………………………… 

Address …………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………..
 ……………………………. Post Code ……………  
Account No …………………..Sort Code   -       -       Name of 
bank ……………………….. 

Bank address …………………………………. 

Signed  …………………………………………. 

2. Cheques made out to : ‘The Robert Burns World 
Federation Ltd’  

3. Credit Card / Debit Card No ……………………  Name 

on Card …………………………………..  

Expiry Date    /    Type of Card       CSC security No          

4. Invoice Contact for an invoice with payment details. 

5. Pay through your bank by BACS transfer : Sort 
Code 80-08-53 Use your name as reference: Account No 
00856523 

6. Paypal join online, use ref: admin@rbwf.org.uk 

Completed form to ~ The Robert Burns World 
Federation Ltd, 3A John Dickie Street, Kilmarnock, 
Ayrshire, Scotland, KA1 1HW. 

Gift Aid Declaration ~ Increase the worth of your 
RBWF fees and donations. For every pound you give, we 
get an extra 25 pence from HM Revenue and Customs, if 
you are a UK Tax Payer. Even better, we can backdate this 
4 years on all past fees and donations. To qualify, the 
Income Tax you pay must equal at least the amount we 
claim in the tax year. 

Sign …………………………………….. Date  /     / 
 
Notify us, if you ~1. Want to cancel this declaration 
or 2. Change your name or home address 
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