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The President’s  USA visit,
 January 2012

Following the successful trip to Atlanta Burns Club in 2010, President Jim was asked back to propose 
the Immortal Memory in 2012.  The good people of Atlanta  Burns  Club  also  spoke with the  Saint 
Andrew’s  Society of   Atlanta  , who in  turn  spoke with  the Saint  Andrew  Society  of  Savannah, so  three 
opportunities presented  themselves  for Immortal Memories……..

My first hosts were Doug and Rosina Grey.  Rosina is the current President of Saint Andrew Society 
of Atlanta, who held their Burns Supper for some 120 people at a beautiful golf and country club, where a 
wonderful night was had by one and all.

Next day I visited the Martin Luther King Memorial Park and paid my personal silent tribute to this great 
man who had done so much to help establish equality for his people.  Carved on his tomb, which sits in the 
middle of a pond, were the words…………. “Peace at  last”

The following day it was up to Oglethorpe University in Atlanta to meet with the head of English, the 
Head Librarian (who took great pride in showing me their collection of Burns books) and a retired Professor 
of English, who had taught my host Doug and was also around when the current President of Atlanta Burns 
Club, David Grant, attended this beautiful centre of learning.

I was the next day handed over to new hosts, Hugh and Mary Jane, who drove me to Savannah. We 
stopped en route to see the farmstead where Hugh’s grandfather had started his business and it was so well 
preserved it was like walking into a set on a Hollywood cowboy film.  A small dinner party was held in my 
honour and off to my next hosts’ mansion ….the Lebanon plantation.

What happened on the 25th January is a day I shall always remember.  It started with myself and Les 
Wilkes, President of Savannah Saint Andrew Society  attending a local  TV  station   wtoc, where I was to 
be interviewed live by two chat show hosts, who were savannah’ equivalent of Morecambe and Wise.  They 
were fascinated by the chain of office, and why I had come all the way from Scotland to speak on Burns.  So 
I kept them right and it was a very pleasant experience.  Hugh and Mary Jane watched the interview in their 
hotel and expressed themselves well pleased with the way it had all come over.

In the afternoon I attended  a  secondary school where I was asked to  address some  200  students  on 
the life and times of  Robert Burns,  which I had condensed into a  15 minute  précis allowing for  questions  
at the end.  The students were very attentive and asked some penetrating questions.

 As it was the 25th, I asked them to join me in singing the most popular tune in the world(happy birthday 
to you) to the man who we remember for the second most popular tune in the world(Auld Lang Syne), so 
there they were students , teachers et al  singing lustily happy birthday  to our  beloved bard.  It was quite 
inspirational.

Knowing how competitive  Americans  are, I threw down the gauntlet to  these  students, by advising 
them of  the great  response we receive from the city of  St Petersburg  students via  the St  Petersburg  
forum  and asked them if they too would like to have  a competition in their school.  As anticipated, they 
responded   firmly in the affirmative    and I subsequently spoke with their head of English and head of Music, 
who would be willing to undertake   such a project for next year.  The proposal was unanimously approved by 
the board at our last meeting and steps are now underway to plan for a competition in Savannah next year.

The  evening  Burns Supper was a men only event as the Saint Andrew  Society of  Savannah is  
exclusively male, having been formed  in  1737 and here too I delivered the immortal memory  to a packed 
house at the  Oglethorpe  club in Savannah.

Back to Atlanta next  day where Mac  Irvin  was to be my host for the rest of my  stay and it was a rare 
treat for me  when Mac  took me to symphony hall to hear a work by Gustav Mahler and to crown this, I got 
to meet up with the chorus master and conductor , (who was none other than our own   Donald  Runnicles  
from Edinburgh,) after the  concert.  Thank you Mac and Jan this was a welcome break for me and a night’s 
music I will treasure.

Mac had invited me to address a businessmen’s  breakfast club  at his  church the next  morning , so 
we were up at the crack of dawn and at the church for  7.30  am, where I gave a  talk  entitled   “a journey  
through Scotland in  song  and  verse”,  giving time  at the end for  questions.

The next night, Saturday, was to be the Atlanta club AGM, Inauguration of their new President and their 
annual Burns Supper.  Many of you I know were in Atlanta  for our  AGM  in  2001 and will remember what 
a fantastic place it is, well it is  even better when you are there of an evening tables are set, food is  served 
and great conviviality occurs. Robert would have felt quite at home amang us a’ gaithered there that nicht.  
Here, as in all other venues where I was performing, I presented certificates of friendship to the respective 
Presidents.  It was a very, very special feeling being up on my feet delivering the Immortal Memory to Burns 
in such a special venue as the cottage in Atlanta.

A very big thank you to all my hosts for their kindness and hospitality.
Jim Shields
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Tripoli’s Scots ‘angel’ picks up  
Robert Burns Humanitarian Award 2012

A Scots nurse who risked her life to treat patients from both sides of the Libyan civil war 
is the recipient of the Robert Burns Humanitarian Award 2012. Karen Graham – originally 
from Clydebank and now matron/nursing services manager at the Oil Clinic in Tripoli – was 
presented with the prestigious award in recognition of her humanitarian efforts to care for 
patients, with little regard for her own personal safety, while gunfire and shells rained down 
on Tripoli.

The Robert Burns Humanitarian Award recognises a group or individual who has saved, 
improved or enriched the lives of others or society as a whole, through personal self-
sacrifice, selfless service or ‘hands on’ charitable work.
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The Songs of Burns and the Serge Hovey Archive
The American 

composer Serge Hovey 
(1920-1989) devoted a 
major part of his career 
to research on the songs 
of Robert Burns, so it is 
good news for Burnsians 
that his archive is to 
be preserved, at the 
University of South 
Carolina, home of the 
G. Ross Roy Collection 
of Robert Burns.  Dr. 
Esther Hovey, Hovey’s 
widow, had visited South 
Carolina from California 
several times for Robert 
Burns conferences, and 
talked with Ross Roy 
about the future of the archive.  This past year, the composer’s son, Daniel Hovey, donated 
Hovey’s substantial archive—thirty-eight boxes of papers, musical scores, and some 
books—to the University.

Born in New York, but spending most of his life in California, Serge Hovey was educated 
as a classical pianist and composer, studying with Arnold Schoenberg.  In the 1940s, 
inspired by Schoenberg, Gershwin and others, and in the shadow cast by the war and the 
Holocaust, Hovey began exploring the multicultural basis of American music, first through 
his own (half) Jewish heritage and also in African-American culture.  In this exploration, he 
had the contrasting example of two very different American contemporaries, the composer 
Aaron Copland who had reworked traditional American folksong for the concert hall, and 
the field folklorist Alan Lomax, whose recordings in the Mississippi Delta became one of the 
inspirations for Edinburgh’s School of Scottish Studies. 

In the late 1940s, a friend asked Hovey about the indications of the airs printed below 
the titles in a standard Burns edition.  He later wrote, “once I realized that the tunes were still 
extant, that they were mostly Scots folk songs, and above all, that they sounded marvelous 
in conjunction with Burns’ lyrics, I was hooked.”   His first major composition drawing 
on Scottish song was his Robert Burns Rhapsody: A Scottish-American Fantasy for full 
orchestra, premiered in Berlin in 1959, which concludes with massed choirs singing Burns’ 
great ode to equality, “A Man’s A Man For A’ That.”  

Soon Hovey set himself to the less-glamorous task of researching the original tunes 
for the Burns songs and providing simple piano accompaniments for modern performance.  
He traveled in Scotland for several weeks in 1967 (one of several such visits), and it was 
at that time that he resolved to produce a definitive edition of all 324 songs attributed to 
Burns.  When Hovey visited Hamish Henderson in 1972, Henderson told a British music 
magazine that he had “arrived with some really beautiful accompaniments” (Melody Maker, 
September 20, 1972) and the two discussed differing approaches to the project.  Surprisingly, 
Henderson argued that Hovey’s approach was itself a “valid . . . part of the folk process.” 
Hovey later wrote to Henderson, “if I interpret what you are saying correctly, I am building 
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up a Scottish-American approach, an interesting hybrid plant” (unpublished letter in Hovey 
Archive, September 14, 1972).  

Nonetheless, Hovey’s arrangements of the Burns songs were solidly based in research 
on early sources such as The Scots Musical Museum and in careful study at the School of 
Scottish Studies of recordings by living folk singers. He was committed also to including 
the whole of Burns’ song production, including political songs and bawdy songs that had 
been downplayed or censored in the late 19th century.  As he himself memorably (and 
revealingly) put it, Burns’ songs without their music are “the songs of Cole Porter without 
their tunes, Hammerstein without Rodgers, Ira [Gershwin] without George” (Music Journal, 
December 1975).   In the years that followed, just over half of Hovey’s settings of Burns were 
recorded by the greatest of modern Scottish folk singers, Jean Redpath (released in eight 
albums, 1976-1990). Through these recordings, Hovey’s research had a pioneering role in 
increasing appreciation of Burns’ artistry as a song-writer.  

Despite his own education, Hovey’s musical vision was communal, rather than elitist.  
Starting his research when piano-playing was still ubiquitous, he envisioned the settings he 
provided for the original airs being used by amateur singers and accompanists in homes 
and communal settings, not just in concert-level performance.   He prepared his research as 
a series of scrapbooks with historical information, original sources, and the new settings, but 
for the last twenty years of his life Hovey struggled with Lou Gehrig’s disease.  While working 
on the last four Redpath-Hovey albums, he was breathing with a respirator, communicating 
first with a special computer, and then by eye movements.   Jean Redpath recalled “the man 
was heroic—and that is the word—in how he dealt with his increasing disability” (Boston 
Globe, January 24, 1991).  

Even with skilled assistance from his son, he never saw his research into published 
form.  After his death, Esther and Daniel Hovey prepared his settings and notes on 155 
Burns songs for publication in The Robert Burns Song Book (2 vols., 1999 and 2001), but 
much of Hovey’s work on Burns still remains unpublished, as does his second Scottish 
Rhapsody, composed with computer assistance after his disease prevented him playing a 
piano or holding a pencil.   

The sixty years since Hovey began his great project have seen a growing volume of 
scholarly research on the Burns songs. Kinsley’s three-volume Oxford edition (1968), like 
R. D. Thornton’s selection (1966) and many later editions, printed the airs with the songs.  
Low’s reprint of the Scots Musical Museum, and his Songs of Robert Burns (1993), with the 
music edited by David Johnson, have provided authoritative source-texts for scholarly use. 

 Hovey, a practicing composer deeply committed to music as communal inheritance, 
conceived his project differently.  His archive preserves not only his unpublished insights 
into particular Burns songs, but the wider vision of his post-War generation, of Hovey and 
Lomax and Henderson, that Burns and music belonged to humanity, “the world o’er.”  

Patrick Scott
Dr. Scott recently retired as Director of Rare Books, University of South Carolina Libraries, 

but continues to work with Dr. Roy and the library as research fellow for Scottish collections. 

Clarification
I have to clarify that the De Lancey Ferguson Papers featured in the last edition 

of the Chronicle were simply pausing in Glasgow where I took the opportunity to look 
over them and are now in a permanent home with the Roy Collection at the University 
of South Carolina.  Copies of the papers are retained in Glasgow for reference by 
interested scholars.
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When Ellison and Mary Became  
Elizabeth and Margaret

What’s in a name? that which we call a rose
By any other name would smell as sweet.
    -  William Shakespeare
When James Mackay’s mammoth biography of Burns was published in 1992, it brought 

the startling revelation that, right from the initial editions of the poet, writers had failed to 
establish the true identities of two of his well-known amours. The course was, thereupon, 
set to enforce belated name changes. In this article Norrie Paton raises the question: was 
this reaction entirely necessary?   

Robert Burns, in his famous letter of 2 August, 1787, to Dr John Moore, recalled that, 
in his twenty third year, “... a belle-fille whom I adored and who had pledged her soul to 
meet me in the field of matrimony, jilted me with particular circumstances of mortification.” 
According to Isobel Burns, the poet’s youngest sister, Robert was referring to Ellison Begbie, 
the daughter of a farmer near Galston, who was a domestic servant to a family living in 
Carnell House at Cessnock Water, when he was courting her. Four love letters written by 
Burns c. 1781, were published in James Currie’s edition in the year 1800, and confirmed 
that, ‘Dear E’, to whom they were addressed, had given him “a peremptory refusal” to his 
proposal of marriage. Not quite jilting him in the accepted sense, but the same conclusion. 

The highly regarded American academic, John De Lancey Ferguson, noted that: “Currie 
spelt her Christian name ‘Ellison’, and has been followed in this by subsequent editors.” 
He also gave the opinion that, “Though she has almost equal claim to rank with Clarinda, 
Highland Mary and Chloris in importance in Burns’ love life, she has been almost totally 
neglected by biographers.”1 Burns himself, on his return from his stay in Edinburgh, admitted 
to his mother and sisters, “in a crack by the chimla cheek” that, of all the women he had 
courted, he had met with none that he could have made such a companion of for life as 
Ellison Begbie.2 She had been the first of his serious love affairs and, as a romantic poet, 
Burns would probably have placed a higher value of sentiment on this aspect than other 
people would have done.

Ellison certainly was not neglected in James Mackay’s biography of Burns; indeed she 
emerged from the pages of this volume as virtually a non-person, deprived of the name she 
had hitherto been known as in her connection with Robert Burns. She was now renamed by 
Mackay as Elizabeth Gebbie, and he was convinced that Burns, infatuated with Lawrence 
Sterne’s Tristram Shandy, would have called her Eliza; he was even more assured that she 
was the heroine of the song, ‘Farewell to Eliza’. On this he was certainly wrong; the internal 
evidence of the first stanza tells strongly against it having been written as early as 1781. 
Burns’ statement that the first three songs in his book had been written by his twenty third 
year, was a reference to his Edinburgh Edition of 1787, not, as Mackay had assumed, the 
Kilmarnock volume, of the previous year – ‘Farewell to Eliza’ was, therefore, not among the 
first three songs in his book.            

A possible explanation of the name discrepancy was given by James Mackay who thought 
that Isobel Burns, having heard Robert mention Eliza Gebbie, may well have misinterpreted 
it as Ellison Begbie. It has also been frequently reflected that Ellison was simply the Ayrshire 
pronunciation for Alison. This, however, would not satisfy as an explanation in the light of 
Currie giving her name as Ellison, and, Burns using the initial ‘E’ in the drafts of the four 
letters found by Currie. The publication of a book titled, Robert Burns in England, in 2009, 
brought to light the fact that Burns had referred to Elis. Beg[b?]ie. The author, Chris J. Rollie, 
had noticed “an extremely faint pencilled inscription” in Burns’ handwriting, on the MS of his 
1787 Border Tour. The fourth letter of the surname wasn’t too clear, though it hardly needed 
verification.3 It is possible that ‘Elis.’ was an abbreviation of Ellison, however, it could also 
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have applied to Elisabeth. As regards the surname, could the Gebbies of Galston have 
been known locally as Begbie? Had someone in the Burns household misheard her name 
as Begbie, and it stuck as no more than some harmless family banter? Was it an attempt to 
protect the girl’s identity? Alas, conjecture is no substitute for truth, and the mystery is now 
unlikely to be resolved.              

Much of the confusion surrounding Ellison Begbie could well have been avoided if Robert 
Cromek had released details of his meeting with her. He had travelled to Scotland for the 
specific purpose of collecting information on Burns, and was quite successful in his quest, 
meeting and interviewing people including members of the Burns family. His visit to the 
home of Ellison Begbie brought him the prize of gaining the lyric of a song Burns had written 
for her during his courtship. This was, ‘The Lass of Cessnock Banks’, and it appeared in the 
book Cromek published in 1808, with a footnote: “This song was an early production. It was 
recovered by the Editor from the oral communication of a lady residing at Glasgow, whom 
the Bard in early life affectionately admired.”4 The price of receiving the song may well have 
been his pledge of silence regarding any personal details he had obtained concerning her.         

Ellison was probably none too anxious by then to have herself identified as a one-
time sweetheart of Robert Burns who, by the early years of the 19th century, was gaining 
an unenviable reputation as something of a rake, notorious for his hard drinking and 
womanising, to say nothing of his anti-clerical satires that had greatly offended the ‘unco 
guid’, added to this, his radical politics which had cost him several friendships in his lifetime, 
and continued to damage him beyond the grave. A later affair with Margaret Chalmers had 
ended with the lady spurning his well-intentioned advances, and Burns, in the last song he 
ever penned, suggested that she had listened to malice being used against him.5 He took 
some comfort in his last days with the thought that, in a hundred years time, he would be far 
more highly thought of – a prophecy few would now deny him!

Ellison Begbie may well have inspired one of the finest songs Burns ever produced, 
‘Mary Morison’. According to Scott Douglas: “Her very prosaic surname being so ill-suited 
for weaving into song he converted it into the euphonious name, ‘Peggy Ellison’ ... and that 
the last line of each verse read ‘Peggy Ellison’, instead of Mary Morison.” By later amending 
it to the alliterated name, Burns, no doubt, further enhanced the metrical scanning. A local 
girl, Mary Morrison, (different spelling), was unlikely to be the Mary of these verses. The 
songs, ‘And I’ll kiss thee yet, yet’, and, ‘Montgomerie’s Peggy’, have also been credited to 
Ellison Begbie, though it should be noted that, Isobel Burns emphatically stated that Peggy 
was the housekeeper to Archibald Montgomerie at Coilsfield House.6       

Although Cromek had failed to enlighten his readers as to the name of ‘The Lass of 
Cessnock Banks’, he did at least identify Burns’ Highland lassie, and was the first to put on 
record her name as Mary Campbell – or was it? Again, it was James Mackay who cast doubt 
on the long held belief that Highland Mary surely could have no other name than the one that 
had, in the Victorian era, given light to the cult of Mariolatry. No previous researchers had 
ever found a birth entry among the records that satisfied her case, and Mackay seemingly 
had the answer to the problem – she was not baptised Mary at all, but Margaret! What he 
did not mention, however, was the fact that the two-lined entry had both lines scored out! 
In modern times this would probably indicate the deletion of an entry, rendering it no longer 
valid; however, an employee at New Register House pointed out that: “These Old Parish 
Registers did not follow such guidelines, and different clerks and ministers wrote them in 
their own individual style. It could mean that the child had been born but not baptised or at 
least not baptised and it recorded with (the) parish church. It would not necessarily imply 
that the child did not survive!”   

As with Ellison Begbie, no reference was ever made to the effect that Highland Mary had 
been registered at birth by a different name from the one that had satisfied Burns scholars 
for the best part of two centuries. During her childhood in Campbeltown, “she came to 
be recognised by the distinction of ‘Mary’ only.”7 In Ayrshire, her tainted pronunciation of 
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Reproduced with kind permission of the Registrar General for Scotland

Extract from old Parish Register
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English, due to her natural Gaelic tongue, soon had her dubbed as Highland Mary - it would 
also have distinguished her from other Mary Campbells in the area.8 After her untimely 
death at Greenock (1786), as Franklyn Bliss Snyder pointed out, the people of that town, “... 
long before the mythmakers had begun their work with Burns ... unhesitatingly identified the 
grave in which a girl named Mary Campbell had been buried, and furthermore knew her to 
have been the Highland Mary of Burns’ lyrics.”9 Thus, in the three localities where she was 
known, Burns’ Highland lassie was accepted as Mary, with neither hint nor whisper of any 
other alternative.

The early writers on Burns would have had the obvious advantage of gaining information 
about the poet and his associates, from people who knew them, in some cases intimately, 
yet none of them ever questioned the name of Mary Campbell. She certainly far outstripped 
Ellison Begbie in the popularity stakes, and during the peak of her ascendancy as, “the 
heroine-in-chief”, and, “the white rose in the midst of his passion flowers”, in the nineteenth 
century, she came under so much scrutiny that, had she been known to anyone at all as 
Margaret Campbell, it could hardly have failed to come to light. It is, therefore, rather strange 
that James Mackay could seriously declare that in writing ‘Thou Lingering Star’ and setting 
it to the air, ‘Mary weep no more for me’, Burns had: “ ... helped to conceal the dead girl’s 
true identity behind the fictional Mary.” The fact is that Burns used the tune, ‘Captain Cook’s 
Death’, for his lyric. He later suggested an alternative air, ‘Hughie Graham’, in offering the 
song to George Thomson; however, it was never sung to the tune named by Mackay, until 
long after Robert Burns had drawn his final breath of Dumfries air.              

In addition to ‘Thou Lingering Star’, Burns also wrote ‘Will ye go to the Indies, my Mary’; 
‘The Highland Lassie O’; ‘Afton Water’ and ‘Highland Mary’ in honour of Mary Campbell. 
Two other songs, ‘A Prayer for Mary’, and, ‘Could aught of song’ were struck from the 
canon on the grounds of plagiarism, whilst other songs written for her were irretrievably lost. 
Some were, apparently, given to William Motherwell, by Mary Campbell’s nephew, William 
Anderson, but the song collector died before publication of them could be arranged and, 
sadly, they disappeared without trace.10

It has been said of James Mackay’s biography of Burns that, although it is not an easy 
read, it is, nevertheless, quite indispensable. This is too harsh – there is no difficulty whatever 
in following his text. It is certainly a valuable reference source, due in no small measure to 
its excellent subject index. His researches were thorough enough, the mistakes minimal 
considering the length of the book, and it is packed with information on the poet’s private 
life. Differences of opinion with the author are not sufficient reason for constructive criticism, 
and he may well have been right in his comments regarding the names Elizabeth Gebbie 
and Margaret Campbell; yet, there is surely a justified argument for suggesting that James 
Mackay could have mentioned the results of his researches, but accepted that it was rather 
late in the day to demand changes, intimating that the names should remain as befitting their 
place in the traditional story of Robert Burns. 

Notes         
01 The Letters of Robert Burns, edited by G Ross Roy, Oxford, 1985, Vol. II, p. 438.
02 Wood’s Songs of Scotland, ed. by G F Graham, Edinburgh, 1848-9. See, Maureen Bell, Tae the Lasses, Ellon, 

2001, p. 55.  
03 Chris J Rollie, Robert Burns in England, New Cumnock Burns Club, 2009, p. 192.  
04 Robert Cromek, Reliques of Robert Burns, London, 1808, p. 442.
05 Song: Fairest Maid on Devon Banks, verse one. (Kinsley 525).
06 William Scott Douglas, Popular Edition, Kilmarnock, 1903, Vol. II, p. 87n, also, p. 253n.
07 Archibald Munro, The Story of Burns and Highland Mary, Paisley, 1896, p. 27.
08 Chambers-Wallace, Edinburgh, 1896, Vol I, pp. 336-7n.
09 Franklyn Bliss Snyder, The Life of Robert Burns, New York, 1932, p.131. 
10 Letter from Mary (Anderson) Kilgour to Revd William Wye Smith. See, Highland Mary, ed. by John D Ross, 

Paisley, 1894, pp. 30-31.  
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During Burns season an enquiry came to the Federation regarding the correct wording 
and usage in a poem, in this instance the enquiry was line 114 in Tam o’ Shanter “And, Vow! 
Tam saw an unco sight”  the exclamation often given in editions as “Wow” and frequently 
performed with the second pronunciation.  I posed the query to a couple of well known 
experts and experienced performers of the tale and below is Cameron Goodall’s verdict, 
perhaps in guid Scots law it is not proven!

“Vow” or “Wow”
What deserves to be viewed as the most authoritative text? An author’s first thoughts or 

his final edit? Can we ever be certain that the latest surviving edit would be that which the 
author would incontrovertibly stand by irrespective of the passing of time? 

The indisputable fact is that the two earliest drafts of Tam o’ Shanter, the Kilmarnock and 
the Lochryan mss both feature “Wow”, and that all other surviving mss and every version 
published in Burns’ lifetime feature “Vow” and perhaps that ought to be an end to the story. 
Burns finally chose “Vow” and so “Vow” it should be. 

But Burns did not live to see the performance work that Tam would finally become. As 
a text read off the page, “Vow” seems particularly apposite. It is a statement of veracity; an 
exclamation of factual accuracy intended to draw the reader into the tale.

Lockhart’s account of his interview with Jean, which we must recognise as an admittedly 
highly edited version of whatever Burns’ widow actually stated, records the tears of joy in 
Burns’ face on the banks of the Nith as he was lost in the joy of having finally made progress 
on this particular episode. He is recorded to have been reciting loudly passages of the Black 
Sabbath. The early manuscripts date from very soon after the supposed date of this joyous 
day, with, it seems to me, the remembrance of recitation fresh in his conscience.

Few of Burns’ works, certainly of the Ellisland period, survive into print substantially as 
first conceived however, and given clumsy passages within the Kilmarnock ms in particular, 
this is just as well. Burns saw his skill as an editor as barely subservient to his skill as an 
author and the polished nature of Burns in print, versus the loose nature of his reserved 
cannon (I’m thinking here in particular of his Court of Equity) bares great witness to this. So 
Burns at an early stage in the honing exercise makes a switch to “Vow”, I believe for the very 
reasons I have stated above.

In performance, though, I have found “Wow” to be a better apparatus. The story is of 
course a fanciful one and the involvement and corroboration of the listener with the tale 
rests on the skill of the reciter. We can infer the truth of the narrative whilst at the same time 
exclaiming the enormity of the surprise the incredulous Tam receives on peering into the 
kirk. Since, in the main, people listening to a recitation of Tam o’ Shanter won’t be engaging 
with the text as a first reading, there is scant need to assure them that what the storyteller 
says bears the weight of truthfulness. Few indeed are the individuals - at least in Scotland 
- who could pretend no knowledge whatsoever of at least the broad content of the piece. 
They will hence be incredulous or absorbed in whatever measure their own suspension of 
disbelief allows.

For me, it’s a question of taste and it is my considered view that had Burns recited the 
poem himself to a roomful of individuals to whom the story was already known, he would 
have plumped for “Wow”.



11

Burns Chronicle Spring 2012

Cover Story
The front cover of this issue uses “Scotch Bonnet” by Glasgow artist Fiona Watson.  This image 

was made for a Tunnock’s exhibition held in Gandolfi Cafe Glasgow and was a follow-up to a previous 
Tunnock’s exhibition in the Glasgow Print Studio, both of which were sponsored and much appreciated by 
Tunnock’s.  Having already made several Tunnock’s teacake prints that have been widely exhibited, for a 
different humorous angle Fiona decided to combine two great Scottish icons, the favourite teacake on the 
portrait of Burns. The image is a digital print and is available from several galleries including the Glasgow 
Print Studio, McGill Duncan and the Mansfield Park Gallery. 

Burns & Highland Mary in Bathgate
As part of a series of lectures “Lothian Literary Connections” run by West Lothian Council, Dr Gerard 

Carruthers of Glasgow University was invited to speak on Robert Burns and Highland Mary on Friday 27th 
January at the new Bathgate Partnership Centre two days after the newly restored statue (see report on 
p16 this Chronicle) of Burns and Highland Mary was unveiled in the garden there.  Dr Carruthers began by 
commenting on how important public art such as the Hamilton McCarthy statue is to community well-being 
and identity.  He went on to itemise the various documentary evidence of Burns relationship with Mary and 
the difficulty in reconciling the accepted story with some of the popularly accepted story, e.g. bookkeepers 
were not allowed wives with them on the plantations!  He explained the accuracy of the use of the name 
Mary noting that many contemporary sources could have refuted this had there been any question and 
then went on to examine the rise in prominence of Mary in the Burns story in relation to the context of 
Victorian times.  

The packed audience posed several questions at the conclusion of his lecture and Dr Carruthers 
replied to everyone’s satisfaction and many crowded forward after the formal close to speak further with 
him.  Many afterwards adjourned to the garden to admire the restored marble statue.

Editorial
I mentioned at the recent Executive meeting in Cupar that I had been disappointed with the number 

of reports I had received for this edition following the seasonal activities that are so key to our function.  I 
realise that this is something of an old chestnut from Chronicle Editors, but it is new to me and as each 
edition passes my experience grows.   This is most useful at the moment as there is a solid discussion 
on-going at a sub-committee of the Literature Committee to formulate some proposals for the Chronicle 
of the future.  So I again appeal here with what will become known as my old chestnut, - make your views 
known, to me editor@rbwf.org.uk, to the office or to our Literature Convener Mike Duguid.  This feedback 
is essential for us to grasp what you, the readership, want in your Chronicle; how you want it presented and 
delivered.  I say “Chronicle” and by that I mean the Chronicle as we know it and any other communication 
vehicle that may be appropriate because numerous options have been tabled for discussion so it is vital that 
you make your preferences known and guide the “Editor” i.e. those who will produce said communications, 
to proposals for the future that are both sustainable and suitable to our readers. BD

The Mitchell Centenary
Celebrating 100 years of the Mitchell Library on its present site at Charing Cross, a series of evening 

talks were arranged and of course there had to be one which focussed on the world famous Burns Collection 
and who better to deliver such an address than the ubiquitous Dr Gerard Carruthers. Dr Carruthers spoke 
of his great love for this font of Burns knowledge and the archives that are held here, citing the Catalogue 
of the collection, latterly updated by Joe Fisher, as one of the key research tools for any Burns Scholar. Dr 
Carruthers spoke on the origins of the collection in the context of the style of collections of the mid to late 
19thC and the move towards scholarly collecting around the turn of the century.  Dr Carruthers highlighted 
the great collection of printed editions with so many rare and key items including two Kilmarnock editions, 
seven Edinburgh, two sets of the Scots Musical Museum and many others which would not be popularly 
regarded as “headliners” but are so important in the world of Burns research and knowledge, moving on of 
course to the several manuscripts urging the governing powers to continue acquisitions of such treasures.

In addition, for the future, Dr Carruthers urges digitisation of the collection, a further update of the 
essential catalogue and with that online maintaining the Mitchell Burns Collection in its position among 
other world-class collections.  

The title of the lecture was The Best Burns Collection in the World, with a question mark appended; 
Dr Carruthers avoided the issue throughout but ended by emphasising three items that are in the Mitchell 
Burns Collection but not at USC.
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Dates for your Diary

14th April Yorkshire Association of Burns Clubs,  Tartan Ball, Ardsley 
House Hotel, Ardsley, Barnsley, South Yorkshire. Cost is £29

21st April National Secondary Schools Competition, Cults Academy.

28th April National Primary Schools Competition, Cults Academy.

27th -29th April RBANA Conference and AGM, Hospitality House, Williamsburg 
VA.

21st April National Choral Festival,  

12th May Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs, meet in Irvine Burns Club.

13th May Lasses Lunch, hosts Greenock Burns Club, Tontine Hotel 
Greenock Contact the Federation office to reserve your places, 
£21.00 per person

.  
26th May Muirkirk, Lapraik Festival.

2nd June Holy Fair, Mauchline.

23rd June RBWF Executive Meeting, Dalziel St Andrews Church, 
Motherwell.

1st July Commemoration at Covington Mains.

8th July Commemoration at Wauchope.

18th July Commemoration at Brow Well.

21st July Edinburgh Association, Tom McIllwraith Competitions.

11th August Celebrations at Montrose Statue.

14th – 16th September RBWF Conference and AGM, Cairn Hotel, Harrogate.  
Book quickly for this popular conference, 

18th September Dumfries Tam o’ Shanter world championships,  
(note;-  incorrect date given in  previous edition)
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Artefact: The 2012 Burns International Conference
Around eighty delegates attended the 2012 Burns International Conference at the Western 

Infirmary Lecture Theatre, Glasgow University on 14 January. This year the Centre for Robert Burns 
Studies hosted the Conference in collaboration with the Distributed National Burns Collection. The 
theme was ‘Artefact’, a subject which inspired speakers to offer a range of distinctive and intriguing 
papers.

The morning began with Gavin Sprott’s discussion of ‘Burns and Farming Life’. He spoke on the 
intense nature of farm labour, its rhythms and relationship with song, and about the changes occurring 
in Burns’ lifetime. Thomas Keith followed with ‘Mauchline Ware: Taking Home a Piece of the Poet’. This 
highly entertaining presentation, illustrated, for example, with ‘Wee Bobbie’s’ cigars, demonstrated the 
staggering power of the Burns ‘brand’. 

Gordon Ashley challenged delegates with a question about Burns commemoration: ‘The 250th 
– Is it all down-hill from here on?’ A former MP in Victoria, Australia, Ashley recounted the details 
of his vigorous and successful campaign for the restoration of what may be the oldest surviving 
representation of Burns in stone – the Greenshields statue, which stood in the botanic gardens in 
Camperdown, Victoria. 

Clark McGinn’s ‘Burns and the Banker’, delivered a spirited analysis of new evidence, sourced 
in National Archive documents, about the Bard’s financial circumstances at the end of his life, and 
confirmed how well-founded was Burns’ anxiety concerning his accumulated debts. 

Several speakers, including Nat Edwards on ‘The Robert Burns Birthplace Museum’, considered 
how Burns is show-cased to the public through displays and art work within museum collections. 
Elinor Clark, Christopher Fryer and Amy Miller confessed themselves ‘Amaz’d and Curious’ as they 
presented ‘unknown and puzzling Burns objects’ from various collections. The representation on slides 
of many pieces too rare or fragile to transport added greatly to delegates’ enjoyment.

John Burnett ably demonstrated how items of Burnsiana can provide a window onto a variety 
of ‘Social Worlds’, while Bill Zachs, drawing on his own extensive collection, offered insight into the 
obsessive passion, here well laced with humour, 
that drives the private collector. 

As Andrew Prescott, billed to speak on ‘Burns 
and Masonry’, was unable to attend, Gerry 
Carruthers adroitly filled the gap, highlighting the 
very interesting ‘claims’ on Burns made by the 
freemasons and others, and emphasising that 
the freemasonic context is a very important one 
for Burns scholarship.

The afternoon concluded with Murdo 
MacDonald’s masterly exposition ‘Re-thinking 
Burns and Art’, appropriately presided over 
by a magnificent new bronze Burns head, the 
creation of Deirdre Nicolls, who was present for 
the occasion.  

Earlier, delegates were treated to the soaring 
voice of Kirsten Easdale whose repertoire 
included some less familiar Burns songs. Gregor 
Lowrey accompanied on accordion.

 This year’s Conference powerfully demonstrated the extent to which Burns’ persona is woven into 
the physical fabric of national and global culture. The organisers are to be congratulated for bringing 
together so many fresh and stimulating perspectives on the reception of the National Bard. 

Carol Baraniuk
University of Ulster  

Research Associate, Centre for Robert Burns Studies, University of Glasgow

Private Collector enthuses about his 
collection, in the background an illustration  

of his second Kilmarnock Edition
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March Executive Meeting in Cupar
As guests of the recently reconstituted Fife Association of Burns Clubs, the Federation 

Executive met for the quarterly meeting in Cupar Old Parish Church Centre.  Senior VP Bob 
Stewart was also wearing his Fife Association hat when welcoming the gathering introduced 
Cupar Burns Club Bard Craig Rodger who addressed us with his specially composed 
verses, “A Welcome to Executive Burnsians”   Further entertainment was provided by three 
recent participants in Cupar Burns Club’s children’s competitions, Fiona Cooper who recited 
“To a Louse”, Anna Whitock who sang “The Slave’s Lament” so beautifully, and young fiddler 
Margaret Mellow.

In the Morning sub-committees met in various comfortable accommodations, and a 
soup and sandwich lunch was served in the bright lounge.  The afternoon meeting heard 
all reports including our Chief Executive noting that sponsorship funding from Tunnock 
has come to hand and that she is working on an approach to Creative Scotland for major 
funding. Conference Convener David Baird reported all was in hand for Harrogate and aired 
the suggestion of Glasgow as a venue for 2013. For Literature Mike Duguid reported on the 
several discussions on the Chronicle, and Editor Bill Dawson recorded his disappointment 
at so few reports being received after January celebrations and said the next edition was 
well in hand. Archivist John Haining had news of artefacts being passed to the Federation 
from the estate of descendants of Betty Burns, Robert’s daughter by Anne Park. Webmaster 
Cameron Goodall advised on his work to update the website and the frustrations he was 
suffering on the way. Murdo Morrison showed the new blazer badge and a number of possible 
new lines.  Convener Isa Hanley reported on an increase in uptake for school certificates 
and that all was well in hand for the forthcoming Nationals also advising that there were 
several prospects for further overseas essay competitions.  The Heritage report covered a 
number of sites under their watch. The 200 Club draw March took place (results on p48 of 
this Chronicle). Reports from overseas directors were read and nine area representatives 
gave brief reports. There were 4 Individual, two Family, one Club and one School application 
for Membership along with the re-affiliation of our hosts Fife Association and these were 
accepted by acclaim.  One piece of other business was discussed and the meeting closed 
with details of the next Quarterly meeting.
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The Burns Encyclopaedia   
4th Edition

Revised and Edited by: Prof. David Purdie;   
Dr Kirsteen McCue and Prof Gerard Carruthers.

‘An invaluable asset to any bookshelf ’was the Scots 
Magazine’s  greeting to the Burns Encyclopaedia when 
author and poet Maurice Lindsay published the 1st edition in 
1959. Two more editions followed in 1970 and 1980 and now 
it’s time for a fourth. Lindsay died in 2009 depriving Scotland 
of one of her most respected and admired authors, but his 
Encyclopaedia and his works in prose and poetry live on as 
ornaments to the nation and to his memory. It was a pleasure 
to be invited by the publishers to prepare a new edition - 
and timely too – since in the 30 years since the last one, 
there has been much filling-in of the remaining gaps in our 
knowledge of Burns. 

  I began with a careful review of a Sector of the book - it was in fact the ‘B’ entries (‘Bachelor’s 
Club’ to ‘Bushby’ including all the Burns family) in order to get a feel for the time and activity that 
would be required for the new edition. 

I found that approximately one third of the Entries could stand; one third required 
revision in the light of new knowledge and a final third would require to be completely 
re-written. Given the workload and my other writing commitments, I would need help. 
Maurice Lindsay was the sole editor of the previous editions of the work, but this time there 
would have to be collaboration. I therefore turned to my old University, Glasgow, and its Centre 
for Robert Burns Studies and was not disappointed; two eminent Burns scholars readily agreed 
to be my co-editors of the new Encyclopaedia.  Prof. Gerry Carruthers would have a particular 
oversight of the Entries covering Burns’s individual poems and overall poetic output, while Dr 
Kirsteen McCue would supervise the Entries on his song-writing and his collaboration with the 
editors of the Scots Musical Museum and Select Scottish Airs where so many of his songs were 
published. I myself would deal with all Entries covering his personal biography and those of his 
family, friends and contemporaries.

The work has gone on steadily for 18 months now and we are approaching the completion 
of the first draft of the text. This will then be revised and corrected prior to going to our excellent 
publishers, John Hales of London, who have brought out each edition since the first, over half a 
century ago.

My admiration for Lindsay has increased steadily throughout our work. He worked alone 
with just a standard reference library for assistance. Gerry, Kirsteen & I have access not only 
to the search facilities of two great Universities ( Glasgow and Edinburgh ) but also to the 
tremendous research facility of the Internet and through it,  access to the libraries of virtually 
every great Library and University on earth where the works of the Bard are conserved. We 
have also been blessed with help from many members of the Federation who have expertise in 
specific areas of the poet’s life & work. Their names will appear, garlanded with our gratitude, 
in the Acknowledgements. Finally, there are our geographical advisers. I made contact early 
with friends and colleagues who are not only experts in Burns but who are also local historians, 
resident in areas of Scotland strongly associated with his life. Thus if we have a specific query 
relating, for example, to: Ayrshire; Dumfries & Galloway; Edinburgh; or The Mearns, we have a 
person to call upon for his or her area-specific expertise.

Much work remains to be done before the 4th Edition of the Burns Encyclopaedia hits the 
bookshops, but hopefully this will happen before the end of the year. We trust it will be a fitting 
tribute to Maurice Lindsay whose idea it was - as well as a source-book for all who are invited to 
speak, sing or recite at Burns Suppers. 

Above all, however, we trust that the book will become a much-thumbed old friend and a vade 
mecum for all care for the immortal memory of Burns and for his literary and personal reputation. 
Of that reputation, I and my colleagues in the work pledge ourselves to remain the jealous guards.      
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New Sculpture at Alloway
A new £25000 sculpture commissioned by STV was 

unveiled on 25th January.  Situated near the cottage end of 
The Poet’s Path, the cast iron piece depicts a fox on a tree 
stump with a collar and chain that we suppose the fox has 
just escaped from!  Rob Woodward, Chief Executive of STV 
said “STV viewers from across the world voted Robert Burns 
as the country’s most important, influential and popular Scot 
of all time, and we are delighted to have commissioned such 
a lasting tribute to the nation’s bard.”   Artist Kenny Hunter 
created the piece entitled “Liberty Regain’d” inspired by Burns 
work ‘A Fragment - On Glenriddel’s Fox breaking his chain”, he 
said Liberty, it could be argued, is a central theme for Burns”

Robert and Mary together again in 
Bathgate.

The white marble statue of Burns and Highland 
Mary sculpted by Hamilton C MacCarthy has 
been restored to public view in Bathgate.  The 
Bathgate Historic Conservation Society raised 
the funds for the necessary repairs and has had 
the work completed and the statue resited in time 
for the 25th January celebrations in the gardens 
of the new Bathgate Partnership Centre.  Close 
examination of the statue reveals where the ‘legs 
an’ arms, an’ heads were sned, like taps o’ thrissle’ 
but the refixing and repairs have been effected 
making this work of art whole again and available 
for public enjoyment within the secure confines of 
this new multi-use centre.

Greenshields Statue Unveiled After Restoration
The restored statue of Robert Burns, by sculptor John 

Greenshields after the Peter Taylor portrait, was unveiled 
by the Victorian Premier, Ted Baillieu on 27 January 2012 
as part of the official opening of area of the Council’s new 
civic centre in Camperdown. 

Gillian Senior of the Camperdown Historical Society 
said “the Society is very happy with the way the Shire 
is supporting the statue’s heritage value and ensuring 
it continuing safety”; adding that “the interest from the 
general public in Camperdown has been quite inspiring 
and totally supportive”. She concluded the Historical 
Society, “look forward to an increasing awareness of the 
statue’s importance to the community and the world”. 

Liberty Regain’d

Mayor Matt Makin and  
Premier Hon. Ted Baillieu MP  

at the unveiling
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The statue, in the centres reception area, is mounted on a turntable meaning it can be 
oriented to face the main entrance during office hours and, when the building is closed, to 
face the window overlooking Camperdown’s main street, behind which it will be floodlit during 
hours of darkness. Scotland’s Culture Minister, Fiona Hyslop, sent a congratulatory letter to 
the Corangamite Mayor in which she expressed her thanks to the people of Camperdown 
“for all the efforts taken to preserve their unique statue of Robert Burns,” adding, “I have 
every confidence in saying it is not only the people of Scotland who appreciate the effort 
taken to restore the statue, but the many people, worldwide, who hold Burns such high 
regard”. 

Burns Decapitated  
– But not for long

The statue of Burns in the Botanical 
Gardens, Timaru, NZ, was vandalised 
overnight on Saturday 4th February, the head 
knocked off and removed, prompting Timaru 
Mayor Janie Annear to immediately offer a 
$1000 reward for the safe return of the head 
and information leading to the vandals.   By 
great fortune a few days later, Wednesday 
8th, the head was discovered by a dog walker 
at Patiti Point about a kilometre from the 
Botanical Gardens.  Timaru District Council 
Parks and Recreation Manager Bill Steans 
said “Mayor Janie Anear is grateful thankful 
and relieved after the return of the statue’s 
head”  he added that the head was found 
in reasonable condition and was uncertain 
how it had been removed but sussed an 
object had been thrown at it saying “ There’s 
a mark on it that looks like it has been hit 
but it’s a fairly clean break”.  In a recent 
communication with the Chronicle Mr Steans 
said “ Despite offering a $1000.00 reward 
for information leading to a conviction we 
have been unsuccessful in apprehending the 
culprits. However we were very fortunate to have a member of the public discover the head 
in an obscure area about one kilometre from the statue site. We have approached Ana 
Machado, a specialist statute and sculpture repairer from Auckland. She has visited to view 
the statue and a quote for the repair work is due soon. I can assure you that we are keen to 
have the statue repaired to its former glory and engaging Ana is based on achieving a repair 
that will not be able to be detected.”

We all look forward to a successful outcome to this sorry affair.
The Timaru statue was commissioned by James Craigie, a former Mayor.  It was 

modeled locally in clay and this was then sent to Italy for the carving in Carrara marble.  The 
statue sits on a grey granite pedestal atop a bluestone base and was unveiled on 22nd May 
1913 by Sir Robert Stout, the Prime Minister.

Oisin Duke, Timaru Herald, Fairfax NZ
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Unveiling a Plaque on the Dunedin Statue.
The statue in Dunedin NZ has been enhanced by the addition to its base of a plaque, 

unveiled on 19th November 2011 by Professor Tom Devine with numerous members of 
Dunedin Burns Club in attendance.  The plaque reads;-

ROBERT BURNS. 
Born 1759 Ayrshire, Scotland,

he overcame poverty to become the National Poet of Scotland
and is remembered worldwide for his poetry and song, written in

Scots and English. Among his masterpieces are
“Auld Lang Syne”, A Red, Red Rose” and “Scots Wha Hae”.

Robert burns died in Dumfries in 1796.
His birthday is celebrated throughout the world by a Burns Supper.

Dunedin’s first public sculpture, unveiled in 1887,
was funded by public subscription and sculpted by Sir John Steell (Edinburgh).

The poet’s nephew, the Rev Thomas Burns, was a co-founder of
the Otago settlement (1848) and Presbyterian minister of Dunedin’s First Church.

                                                                                           Dunedin Burns Club 2011.

The Dunedin-Edinburgh Stones
In 1999 the Edinburgh sculptor Sylvia Stewart took some basalt rock from Dunedin, 

transported it home and sculpted it, installing it as a piece of public art at Rennie’s Isle in 
Leith. She also created a matching sculpture from Edinburgh granite and on 22nd November 
2011 this was unveiled beside the Water of Leith, Ravenbourne Road, Dunedin.

The Scottish National Portrait Gallery Re-opens

On St Andrews Day 2011, following a 
£17.6million refurbishment, the Scottish 
National Portrait Gallery was grandly 
opened, the artist and playwright John 
Byrne ceremonially chapping the door 
to gain entry. This was a very important 
occasion for Burns enthusiasts as this 
gallery, purpose built as the world’s first 
portrait gallery in 1889 and now an iconic 
landmark in Edinburgh, houses the most 
important portraits of Scotland’s most 
important figures among them several 
renditions of Burns portrait, has been 

closed for this major project for many months now excluding us from the enjoyment of the 
famous images of Burns.  Now gallery space has been increased, more of the collection is on 
show and the exhibits will be frequently revised meaning that we have better opportunities to 
view our favourite Burns.  The collection holds the Nasmyth bust portrait and his full height 
rendition, the wonderful Skirving pastel, the Reid miniature, the Miers silhouette and others 

Alexander Nasmyth, Robert Burns
Scottish National Portrait Gallery

Archibald Skirving, Robert Burns 
Scottish National Portrait Gallery
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as well as several depicting scenes from Burns life and works.  The building has been 
enhanced with new décor and lighting showing the exhibits and the beauty of the building 
itself. The central hall, with its elaborate frieze depicting Scottish historical figures including 
Burns, has been carefully restored, and the Flaxman statue of Burns repositioned and relit 
to enhance the appearance.  

 Editor’s note; - The Flaxman Statue. We all know the Flaxman statue was commissioned 
by the Edinburgh monument committee in July 1824. Gilbert Burns writing to the Poet’s widow 
on January 14th 1822, in a passage regarding likenesses writes “your picture as a black 
shade by Houghton which I have (and which is by much the most perfect remembrance) 
since sent to London to Mr Flaxman.  Lately Mr Thomson had heard nothing of the progress 
of the statue since the picture were sent to London.” Indicating that there was work in hand 
on the sculpture some years before the recognised commission date.   Samuel Houghton 
was a silhouettist working in Edinburgh in the 1780’s.  The silhouette is in the birthplace 
museum.

Nigel Leask, editor of the first volume of the OUP Works of Robert Burns poses an 
interesting question: Who was ‘WR’ who wrote annotations in Burns’ first Commonplace 
Book, annotations addressed directly to the poet? Clearly not to be confused with the 
annotation of later commentators like Syme, Currie and Roscoe, who gutted it after 
the poet’s death for material to publish in Currie’s 1800 edition of the poet’s Works. (I 
was initially confused by this and assumed that ‘WR’ was William Roscoe, but now I’m 
convinced that’s not the case.) There’s good internal evidence that these annotations 
were written in 1786 prior to the publication of the Kilmarnock Poems, and that Burns 
had requested ‘WR’ to assist him in the selection of appropriate material. Earlier 
commentators have suggested that the initials stand for ‘William Ronald’, one of three 
men of that name in Burns’ Ayrshire circle: the gaudman at Lochlie Farm, a tobacconist 
in Mauchline, or the laird of the Bennals, a farm near Tarbolton whose daughters were 
admired by Burns and his brother Gilbert. But would the poet have entrusted such an 
important task to any of these men, none of whom seem to possess the literary judgment 
that’s so evident in the annotations as they stand on the page? So please, can anyone 
suggest another candidate? Who is the ghostly ‘WR’ in the First Commonplace book?

  
Suggestions to Nigel on the Centre for Robert Burns Studies facebook.

To commemorate 20 years since the Kirkton Old Tyme Dance Group group started 
John Caskie has devised new ‘old tyme’ dances one being a Waltz for Robert 
Burns.  John chose the name as he was developing it in the middle of the Burns 
supper season. The dance depicts many scenes of Burns life, the crossed hands at 
the start portraying the hands of friendship, then the man ‘pushing’ the woman away 
then pulling her back, Burns with the lassies, loving and leaving them! The formation 
where couples are standing with the woman’s back to the man, tells of Burns doing 
things ‘behind a woman’s back’, then to finish the dance the ‘hesitation’, will he-won’t 
he? scenario before all is well and both waltz to complete the dance. The waltz can 
be danced to Burns waltz tunes in 32 bar sequence.
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Celebrating the Bard

Chesterfield

Back: Miss Elaine Sandover, 
Andrew Macartney, 
Chesterfield Mayor 
Cllr Peter Barr, Deputy 
Mayoress Mrs Diane 
Parson. Front: Mrs Jen 
Macartney, President Mark 
Macartney, Mrs Jean Walker 
Wilf Burton

Kinross Jolly Beggars
The Beggars answered their Chieftain Robin King’s call and gathered in the Windlestrae 

Hotel, Kinross on Friday 20th January.  A sumptuous dinner with plenty dram’s before the 
annual business was conducted and the formal celebrations commenced. Alexander Scott 
from Ayrshire proposed the Immortal Memory with a deep understanding of the subject, 
David Sands proposed a vote of thanks to our guest.  The Toast to Robert Burns Begg and 
them that’s awa’ was given by Beggar James Paterson and as tradition demands observed 
in silence. Fergus Young gave an hilarious Toast to the Lasses and likewise Alistair Ritchie 
responded. Several new Members were welcomed by the Chieftain, and the night drave 
on with numerous entertainments provided by Members, Jack Blair, David Cuthbert, Craig 
Dennis, David Kirkwood, Gordon Menzies, Gordon Morton, Donald Paton, Robin Wilson 
and Piper Bob Hamilton. 

New Member Robin 
Watson joins Beggar 
Gordon Menzies for 

several songs.
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Perth
Perth Burns Club Annual Dinner was packed to the doors with a company of 177 

gathered in the Salutation Hotel on 28th January for the celebrations. An excellent meal was 
followed by top flight toasts and entertainment. Kenneth Roy proposed the Immortal Memory, 
Alexander Taylor The Lasses to which Ajay Close replied. There were fiddle selections from 
Pete Clark, songs came from Craig Dennis, Anne Kemp and Paul Vaughan, Michael Kidd 
recited Holy Willie’s Prayer and Donald Paton Tam o’ Shanter. 

Sauchie
Sauchie Burns Club’s 83rd Annual Festival and Supper on 10th February in Schawpark 

Golf Club was enjoyed by all attending.  Ronnie Wilson from Ayrshire delivered a great 
Immortal Memory, Joe Harkins toasted The Lasses, Ewart McAuslane sang and Peter 
Snaddon recited to the delight of all.

Bridgeton 
Bridgeton Burns Club Annual Dinner was held on Burns Night in the Marriott Hotel, 

Glasgow. Nearly 700 members and their guests enjoyed good food, convivial company 
and excellent entertainment. Seven prize-winners from our Schools Competition performed, 
including a Primary 4 girl who played “My love is like a red, red rose” on the fiddle, a primary 
school choir who sang “Scot’s Wha Hae”, a secondary school choral speaking group who 
recited “Address to the Toothache” and a 5 year old who recited “On a Dog of Lord Eglintons”. 
They were all well received and helped us raise over £22,000 which should cover the cost of 
this year’s schools competition.

The Immortal memory was proposed by the writer and broadcaster Alasdair Hutton, who 
focussed on Burns’ links with the military. The toast to the guests was proposed with humour 
by Past President Ian Macpherson and the reply was given by Dennis Reid. Stamperland 
Pipe Band played immediately before the Dinner and at the interval and the company sang 
some of Burns’ well-known songs. All agreed it was an excellent evening.

Alasdair Ronald

Edinburgh
Highlights only recorded here of the superb supper held on 19th January in the splendid 

dining room of the Royal Burgess Golf Club.  An outstanding Immortal Memory from Culture 
Secretary Fiona Hyslop was supported by an excellent programme of toasts and quality 
entertainments including outstanding recitations by Cameron Goodall.  The evening began 
with Elizabeth Grubb (wife of Provost George Grubb) unveiling an outstanding bronze of 
Burns head to a rapturous welcome from the Edinburgh crowd and applause for artist Deidre 
Nicholls. (see feature page 27 in this Chronicle).

Dunblane Centre Youth Burns Club.
Several gifted and talented youngsters entertained the company for this young Burns 

Club.  Bill Dawson, who had presented the club with their membership scroll during his 
Presidential year of 2009, returned to the club to give an Immortal Memory. Local Head Boy 
Douglas Scott took some chances in his toast to The Lasses and Head Girl Parisa Imrirad 
did not miss him in her response.  Several quality recitations were given interspersed with 
some great songs.  Among the guests Lord Michael Forsyth and Lord George Robertson 
declared as one of the best all round Burns events they had attended.
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Let it Blaw
Balerno Burns Club

Care, mad to see a man sae happy,
E’en drown’d himself amang the nappy.

The 109th “Let It Blaw” Supper (first held 1881) took place in the Balerno Bowling Club 
lounge on Saturday 28th January 2012.  90 members and guests enjoyed the customary 
fare. The proceedings began at 6.30 p.m. with the haggis addressed by Jack McCaig Jnr. 
and finished 6 hours later with the last two of many sangs- The Star o’ Robbie Burns given 
by Hon Pres. Jack McCaig Snr. followed by Auld Lang Syne. Grace Before and After meat 
were given respectively by Peter Henderson Jnr. and Raymond Ward. Jamie Buchanan 
read fraternal greetings, Raymond Ward President of our local sister club “Marchbank Burns 
Club” brought verbal greetings. Some 30 sonsie members, sang, played, recited and spoke 
in honour of the 253rd birthday of our National Bard, orchestrated magnificently by sicker 
President Ken McDonald.   Ken introduced and thanked each contributor with quotes of or 
about the Bard in exemplary style. 

As is the custom at “Let It Blaw”, the principal toast is given ‘in house’ by a club member. 
Jimmy Johnstone MBE gave a carefully researched toast, drawing interesting parallels 
between the early 20th century and Burns’ times, which was very well received. Tom 
Sneddon gave a well-considered appreciation. Carl John, Charlie Milne, Jimmy Goodbrand 
and John Cameron gave the customary toasts to The Lasses, The Club, New Members and 
Our Hosts respectively to which Donald MacDonald, the President, John Dibben and John 
Graham in that order gave suitable replies. Two hallowed items: “The Balerno Song” (Jack 
McCaig Snr. again) and the Bard’s Oration by Bill Hill were, as always, well received.  Ken 
Brown recited –Tam o’ Shanter and further recitation flowed with To the Toothache, Holy 
Willie’s Prayer, Death and Doctor Hornbook, At The Globe Tavern, Dumfries and Twa Wives.  
The singing led off with Jimmy Dunbar, Carl John and Greg McCarra, who collectively are 
Schiltron, giving Is there for Honest Poverty. Later others sang My Bonnie Jean, Now Westlin 
Winds, Mary Morrison, Scots Wha Hae, Green Grow the Rashes O’, Killiecrankie, To the 
Weavers Gin You Go, Willie Brew’d a Peck O’Maut, My Luve is Like a Red, Red Rose and 
Raving Winds Around Her Blowing.

Hon Member Kerr Cowan MBE, our Piper, gave the Lament to Burns ‘Immortal 
Memory’(composed by himself) together with his own selection, as well as blawin’ in the 
Haggis.  Jim Weatherston maintained sobriety to give the after midnight hour Toast to all who 
had contributed, viz:-the Chairman, Croupiers tittlin’ Carl John and tith’er Charlie Husband 
OBE, and tricksie Artistes, weel judged for that hour.

An each took aff his several way
Resolv’d to meet some other day

Robin Thompson

Dumfries
Anniversary Dinner at Dumfries Burns Howff Club. There is no place in the world that 

surpasses the Globe Inn’s unique ambience for a Burns Supper; this was the venue for the 
Howff Club’s 123rd anniversary dinner on January 25. It was an evening of song, music, 
toasts and tales, which Howffers acknowledged with sincere appreciation; they were after 
all being entertained by some of the finest exponents of Burns’ work in the world. President 
and chairman, Frank Manson was able to draw upon the rich vein of talent from within the 
club and the evening was opened in song with Howffers led by Frank Curran in “There was 
a Lad”. 
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Speaking of the growing interest in Burns, Immediate Past President of the Burns 
Federation, David Baird proudly gave details of the 160,000 certificates they been presented 
to schoolchildren throughout Scotland for their work in Burns’ classes and he could imagine 
that “ripples from this would spread far and wide”. Secretary David Smith read some of the 
greetings from 120 kindred clubs across the world.

One prize of the evening was when honorary member, Ian Kirkpatrick maker of the 
club’s millennium fiddle, partnered gifted accordionist James Coutts with a selection of 
Burns’ songs. Glasgow lawyer and Burns enthusiast, Len Murray delivered a poignant 
and thought-provoking Immortal Memory revealing how the writings of Burns had been 
significant to the leaders of nations throughout the world. And as he described Burns’ funeral 
and how the poet was laid to rest, the lights of the Globe dimmed and club piper Callum 
Watson played a lament. One moving moment was when William Williamson paid tribute to 
honorary Howff member, Davie Shankland who died recently. The evening was lightened by 
Cameron Goodall, a member of the Edinburgh Burns Club and currently the Robert Burns 
World Federation’s website manager in his witty and amusing toast to the lassies. Songs 
from Howffers John Caskie and Les Byers and recitations from David Thomson, Gordon 
Johnston and James Haining punctuated the evening. The artistes were shown appreciation 
by Junior Vice-President Godfrey Bedford and Neil Johnston thanked the chairman for his 
skilful managing the evening.

Simon Fraser University, Vancouver
The school of Scottish Studies at SFU lead by Leith Davis held a marathon recital 

of Burns poems over 4 hours attempting to set the benchmark for a world record.  This 
wonderful festival attracted global attention with TV stations in attendance and broadcasting 
throughout the whole four hours.  Several major local personalities looked in, Christopher 
Gaze, Artistic Director of The Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival!! and Bob Lenarduzzi 
of the Vancouver Whitecaps (a soccer team) who although he is of Italian background with 
no Scottish blood ate some haggis, pronounced it good, and recited his choice of poem 
“My Heart’s in the Highlands”.    Excellent piping from young Aidan of the championship 
SFU pipe band added to the atmosphere and a procession of local enthusiasts performed 
a variety of pieces with contributions from Centre for Robert Burns Studies in Glasgow via 
Skype, they even had a contribution from a young lady who can trace her bloodline back to 
a shared grandparent of Robert Burns.    

The above event has inspired Cameron Goodall to try his hand at setting a world 
record. Cammy reckons that he can personally outdo SFU’s 4 hours, from memory, by 
some considerable way and is enquiring of the Guinness Book of Records for the criteria 
to establish a personal world record and is planning an attempt on this later in the year.   
If you are looking for 6 hours plus of Burns Poetry watch the Chronicle for further news 
of the World Record assault.  Even if you cannot attend the event, it will be a sponsored 
performance and you can lend support in a tangible manner.

Burns Scholar’s should note;- On 31st March Christine Henderson is retiring from the 
Mitchell Library after several years looking after the Burns Collection. A successor has not 
yet been appointed but in the meantime access to the treasures can be arranged through 
Enda Ryan o 0141 287 2847 enda.ryan@glasgowlife.org.uk  . Christine’s message ends 
“it’s been a pleasure working with you all. Who knows, I might just bump into one (or 
more) of you at a Burns event”
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Provost Winnie Sloan lays the first wreath at Ayr Commemorations on a  
bitterly cold January 25th followed by NTS Chief Executive Kate Mavor.

Glasgow’s champion school choir pay tribute at  
Burns Statue, George Square on 21st January.
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Culture Secretary joins other leading 
dignitaries to lay tribute in SNPG.

Edinburgh and District Burns Clubs Association held their annual Wreath Laying 
Ceremony within the Scottish National Portrait Gallery, On the 22nd of January. The 
afternoon started at 3pm with Cammy Goodall playing guitar and singing “There was a 
lad” beside the Flaxman statue of Robert Burns. This was followed by Gordon Jamieson 
welcoming all guests and friends. President Ian Chisholm remarked on the history of the 
ceremony and Secretary Gordon then invited representatives from the various bodies to lay 
wreaths at the statue. These included Fiona Hyslop on behalf of the Scottish Government, 
The Depute Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Robert Stewart on behalf of the Robert Burns World 
Federation, The Provincial Grand Lodge of Scotland, the National Trust for Scotland, The 
Provost of East Lothian and the Depute Provost of Mid Lothian with James Holloway from 
the National Portrait Gallery.  James Holloway was then presented with a framed memento 
by President Ian Chisholm for his great kindness and support of the EDBCA over the years 
wishing James a long and happy retirement.

The party then sang “A Mans a Man for a’ that” and adjourned for tea and coffee. 
Afterwards James Holloway took the party on a short tour of the newly refurbished Gallery.

Gordon Jamieson 

Honorary President John Cairney
On 1st December 

2011, an exhibition 
of paintings the actor 
John Cairney entitled 
‘The Nine Lives of 
Burns’  opened at 
the Robert Burns 
Birthplace Museum, 
Alloway.  As part 
of the launch John 
performed a new 
show ‘A Life with 
Robert Burns’ based 
on the inspiration 
for the paintings and 
linked with stories 
about his playing 
Burns around the 
world.  Unknown to 
John, lurking in the 
audience was RBWF 
Chief Executive Alison Tait clutching an Honorary President’s medal which she presented 
to him on behalf of the Federation after the show.  He was clearly deeply moved by the 
gesture and spoke of being honoured and delighted to receive the medal.  As a token of his 
appreciation he presented a signed copy of his new book Burnsscripts to the Federation. 
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Murray Pittock (Editor): Robert Burns in Global Culture 
(Lewisburg : Bucknell University Press, 2011)

For Professor Pittock, the 250th Anniversary of Burns’ death was an 
opportunity to consider his current standing in the Academy - diminished 
compared to what it had been in the 19th Century - and to explain this decline, 
especially his neglect by the academic community.  This book, a collection 
of chapters by leading academics, looks at the reasons for Burns decline in 
academia since 1945, explores his critical reception examine Burns part in the 
image of Scotland abroad and the role of Burns and his celebration in culture.

Pittock’s own chapter, A Long Farewell to My Greatness, illustrates Burns’s 
downward spiral since the 19th century highpoints attributing this to a shift in the critical focus in 
Romantic studies - towards the “imaginative” and “subjective” (typified in Wordsworth, Coleridge and 
Blake) 

Robert Crawford’s essay, Robert Burns and the Mind of Europe, argues that one reason for Burns’ 
decline in the Academy was T S Eliot’s exclusion of Burns from the canon (not fitting his modernising 
taste) and his questioning even whether there was a Scottish literature!  

Sylvia Mergenthal’ writes on, Burns and European Identities, deals with Burns’s ‘translatability’ and 
shows how two 19th century translators who translated his work, respectively, into Low German and 
Swiss German, “matched - or creatively mismatched - Burns’ negotiations, cultural as well as linguistic, 
with their own”.  

Frauke Reitemeier’s essay, “Nature’s Poet” and Socialist Model, discusses Burns’s reception in 
Germany, showing how he was perceived either as the “Heaven-taught ploughman” or as a poet with 
revolutionary leanings.

Alan Rawes’ chapter, Burns in Italy: Guiseppe Chiarini’s “Roberto Burns”, also treats the problems 
of his translatability. Chiarini saw two poets in Burns - seemingly “in contradiction to each other” but who 
instead “proceed directly one to the other”.  

In  her chapter, The Aestheticization of Robert Burns in Nineteenth-Century French Literature, 
Dominique Delmaire states that “it was more in terms of aesthetics … that his reception took place in 19th 
century France, a country still under the sway of lingering classicism”, arguing that “such conservative 
trends may go a long way to explaining the French literary establishment’s … embarrassment with that 
poet-cum-song-writer from Scotland.  For Burns had the dangerous, subversive potential to bridge the 
gulf between popular and sophisticated cultures.  Hence the various, mostly unconscious, attempts at 
making him fit the mold (sic), by means of a drastic misreading of his works.”  

Pauline Anne Mackay’s essay, Enlightened Religion and Enlightened Sex: Robert Burns and his 
French Contemporaries, is an interesting and persuasive paper showing that Burns’ bawdy verse owed 
much to two French contemporaries, Jean Francois Marmontel and Charles Colle.  She describes the 
18th Century Scottish Kirk’s attempt to “regulate the moral and … sexual behaviour of the community” 
with public chastisement of fornicators and adulterers by requiring them to appear on the ‘cutty stool’ 
before parish ministers and congregations, “often accompanied by lingering social stigma”.  

Andrew Monnickendam’s suggests, “If ever there was a man who felt, it was Burns”: Burns and 
Desire, like Mackay, treats the subject of love and relations with women, but in a very different light.  He 
identifies two literary personae in Burns – the bard who speaks for his country (the public voice) and 
the poet who writes love poetry conveying his emotions and passions, linking this latter persona to the 
troubadour tradition of courtly love considerings these ‘personae’ in the context of Burns’s (Sylvander) 
relationship with Agnes McLehose (Clarinda). Monnickendam argues that the issue of fulfilment was 
never hugely important but, rather, that Sylvander and Clarinda enjoyed being in love itself (also being 

Book Reviews
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in love with love allied to a measure of Narcissism?).  
R D S Jack’s chapter, Translating Burns: The Bibliography of Scottish Literature in Translation : 

Past, Present and Future Perspectives both describes the history of BOSLIT, its value as a research 
tool and, crucially, the need for continuing finance both to continue its work and to develop it further.

Nigel Leask’s chapter, “Their Groves o’ Sweet Myrtles”: Robert Burns and the Scottish Colonial 
Experience, starts from the substantial body of research which shows that many Scots willingly took 
advantage of the opportunities afforded by the British empire to amass fortunes and to acquire estates 
and property back home in Scotland, so improving their social standing.  

In his entertaining and informative essay, Vehement Celebrations: The Global Celebration of the 
Burns Supper since 1801, Clark McGinn looks at the global phenomenon of the Supper as indicator of 
Scottish identity and of attachment to the ‘old country’ for expatriates and how it spread geographically 
around the world, how it was formalized and sometimes opposed, and also additions to the original 
format.  He associates the Supper’s spread both to the popularity of group dining and debating in 
18th century Scotland and to the influence of Freemasonry for its ritual and sense of ‘brotherhood’, 
appropriately as Burns was an enthusiastic and committed Freemason.  

Christopher Whatley begins his broad-ranging chapter, Robert Burns, Memorialisation, and the 
“Heart-beatings” of Victorian Scotland, with Burns commissioning a grand gravestone for the unmarked 
grave of Robert Fergusson in Edinburgh’s Canongate churchyard and contrasts his gesture with his 
own initial burial place in Dumfries being marked with a plain stone slab.

The book ends with Leith Davis’ essay, “Rules of Art”: The Life of Burns on Page and Stage, 1800-
1954.  Early biographies of Burns often equated his poetry with his life, often in the context of a vogue for 
“primitive or ‘original’ poetry with relation to the lowness of his birth.  .   She argues that in Currie’s hands 
“Burns’s poems become mere reflections of his life as a peasant rather than imaginative creations” and 
that “over time Curries’s ‘Account’ of Burns’s life began to take on its own life”.  

Campbell Dixon
 

Edinburgh Literary Lives and Landscapes – David Carroll, The History Press, £12.99
This book aims to record the rich tradition of book writing to be discovered in Scotland’s capital. 

Set out in a roughly chronological order, the purpose is to show an unbroken tradition of authorship, 
beginning with James Boswell the famous biographer and stretching to the present day and the 
International book festival. Of greatest interest to the present readership will probably be chapter two, 
which focuses on Burns.

Unsurprisingly then I turned firstly to chapter two myself and was somewhat disappointed to discover 
anything new as grist to my mill. The chapter is little more than a reasonably competent Immortal 
Memory, with a worrying tendency toward verification of Burns’ long-discredited “dissolute lifestyle”. 
As I turned therefore to the various other chapters it was more than a little sceptically, not least of all 
because there are no chapters dedicated to individuals writing before Boswell. Granted the majority of 
characters that one would expect to hear tale of, Ramsay Snr, Fergusson, Drummond of Hawthornden, 
Defoe, Smollet etc are dealt with as reminiscences within other chapters. However given that any one 
of these, almost, could have a greater claim to association with Edinburgh than Burns, the cynic in me 
is convinced that David Carroll has cherry-picked individuals who will give ‘best box-office’, with no 
mention at all, other than Drummond, of the court poets of the mid-Stewart dynasty.

I canvassed the opinion of one or two friends of mine as to the strength of the chapters on Scott, 
RLS and Conan Doyle and was cheered to hear that these were competently researched within the 
scope of such volume and, in fairness, I learned a great deal about individuals whom heretofore I had 
really only the barest of notion. In particular I enjoyed the chapter on Thomas de Quincey, not least 
of all because I pass his Polton cottage several times a week and indeed live on De Quincey Road. 
At first glance, I thought the link with Sassoon and Owen would be tenuous, but it appears that the 
majority of Owen’s best work was in fact composed at Craiglockhart in convalescence, inspired greatly 
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by companionship there with the already noteworthy Sassoon.
The last two chapters are anomalies, aimed at trying to draw in many disparate individuals of either 

scant note or less readily available research material. The overall effect is that the book resembles a 
collection of papers prepared over a lengthy period of time and assembled with some new material to 
try to make a marketable book. It seems strangely anomalous to my perceived notion of the editor’s 
intent that no mention whatsoever is made of arguably the biggest ‘box-office draw’ of recent times, J 
K Rowling. Irvine Welsh receives little more than a nod and Ian Rankin a mere namecheck. Perhaps 
the inference is that these best-selling authors are not up to the literary mark, which seems dreadful 
snobbery in light of the feting of Dickens, Barrie and Conan Doyle.

Is it worth making space on your bookshelf for this book? On balance, at the price of £12.99, I’d say 
it is if only to give you a departure point for further investigation of the remarkable pantheon of literary 
talent that Edinburgh can claim. I would however welcome a rewritten chapter two for subsequent 
editions, but you can always paste these pages shut. 

Cameron Goodall

Burnsscripts - (Dramatic interpretations of the life and work of 
Robert Burns)  By John Cairney  £14.99 in the UK $29.95 in the 
USA (ISBN1-906817-72-3)

In what can only be seen as a most generous gesture the actor John 
Cairney has produced a compilation of his own scripts laid out for reference 
and performance.  Helpful stage settings are given to accompany each part of 
the script.  For example, “cue light for the cyclorama – build lights as follow on.”  
Guidance for playing the parts is also included: “he goes to the table to pick up 

one of the volumes” is typical.  As the man who has played Robert Burns across the world for almost half 
a century, and immersed himself in the poet’s story, Cairney has evolved a deep understanding of his 
complex character and used his own consummate acting skills to portray all the multi-faceted aspects 
of that character.  Although Burns never wrote a play, Cairney is convinced he had all the attributes to 
do so and claims he had, “all the panache of the performer and, after Edinburgh, he toured the country 
like a stage idol.”   

In a letter to Graham of Fintry in 1788 Burns writes, “I am thinking of writing something in the rural 
way, of the Drama-kind.”  However, as Cairney points out, “despite nursing in one part of his mind the 
idea of writing a play for Scotland for nearly 7 years,” Burns never did.  “That he never did was not only 
theatre’s loss but ours as well.  The timing was wrong, and in theatre, timing is everything.”  

However, it is the rich script perfected by Cairney over many years of performance which gives this 
volume its real richness.  For example, he talks of Burns, “reading books till my father’s voice brought 
me back to earth.  And it was poor earth at that.  Would it had been as fertile as my young mind, we 
would have been rich indeed.  That has been the curse of my life, I fear – barren fields and fertile 
women.”   

This is a very personal exploration and Cairney alludes to how the poems of Burns have influenced 
his own outlook on life. “There is so much in life we don’t realize till too late.  There is so much in life.  
The only sanity is to fix on the constant NOW.  We only know the time we’re at,

 Then catch the moments as they fly
 And use them as ye aught, man,
 Believe me, happiness is shy,
 And comes not ay when sought, man!”  
The book also includes the scripts of stage musicals, readings based on particular aspects of 

Burns’s life such as the Clarinda correspondence, and amusing short plays for schoolchildren which 
could prove very useful for drama teaching.  All-in-all, this book is an invaluable addition to the Burns 
canon, written by someone who has literally shed blood, sweat and tears in performing the Bard’s works 
across the globe.   

Mike Duguid
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Illustrating the Wounded Hare

There is a great danger when illustrating poetry to see it simply as a narrative to which the 
artist provides a sequence of images depicting events in the poem. However, this approach 
can result in nothing more uplifting than the artwork used to illustrate a car owner’s manual. 
It is the very essence of poetry that it is more than just description; it invites the reader to 
empathize with the subjective responses of the poet. Illustration should take this dimension 
of poetry into account. So, when illustrating a poem such as On Seeing a Wounded Hare by 
Robert Burns, you are not simply making a picture of a farmer sowing seeds and witnessing 
a man shooting a hare, you are seeking to find visual metaphors for all the emotional impact 
those events have had on the poet.

The version of the poem I have illustrated includes the fourth verse and was the one 
that appears in a letter found at Floors Castle last year. The fourth verse was omitted from 
editions but I reinstated it to give greater balance to a work that fully integrated the text of 
the poem with the illustrations.

The first image incorporates the first two verses of the poem. At the top can be seen the 
field at Ellisland, as it appears today, in which Burns witnessed the injured animal limp by 
him during April 1789.  At the time he was broadcasting seed, but I reserved this image until 
last for a variety of reasons that will become clear.  The ‘murder-aiming eye’ appears as an 
apparition in the clouds of the sky; an all pervasive and threatening image that seems to 
overshadow the beauty of spring – a time of regeneration and new growth. This is further 
reinforced in the lower half of the illustration showing the moment at which the hare is shot. 
The report of the gunshot has sent nature into a kind of pandemonium; birds, insects and 
small mammals rise in panic from those ‘thickening brakes or verdant plains’, which, for 
the hare, will no longer  ‘food or pastime yield.’  The flurry of falling blossom created by the 
disturbances represents the fragility of new life and spring itself. 

The second image is, on the face of it, a more literal interpretation of Burns’s narrative 
and shows the dying hare in its ‘wonted form’, and the ‘cold earth’ stained with her blood. 
Crucially, it also depicts the two ‘helpless nurslings’ mentioned in the abandoned fourth 
verse, where Burns poses the question: ‘Who will now provide That life only a mother can 
bestow?’ As a farmer, he was more than familiar with the brutalities of nature . The verse 
provides a clue to his sense of outrage. 

The last verse is interpreted far less literally. Here, Burns is shown sowing the seeds at 
dawn over the Dumfriesshire landscape, whilst a ghostly reflection of the hare ‘sporting o’er 
the dewy lawn’ is seen in the waters of the Nith.  

Charles Nasmyth 2012



30

Burns Chronicle Spring 2012

Mauchline Club’s trail completed
The Mauchline Burns Club’s ambitious Burns Trail project is complete with over 

twenty plaques erected on Burns sites work centred on Castle Street with its three historic 
buildings- Nanse Tinnock’s Tavern, Dr McKenzie’s House and last but not least, Burns and 
Jean Armour’s first home.

As it was felt three blue plaques in such a small 
area would detract from the buildings, the novel idea 
of a granite information stone amid the street’s cobbles 
was taken up. With Mauchline having the world’s only 
curling stone factory, this is a most appropriate and 
original combination of the poet and local industry. 
The granite, Common 
Ailsa, has been provide 

by Andrew Kay and Co. While the shaping and inscription 
were taken on by Messrs. Sorbie of Newton Stewart.

       
 With over twenty five Kirkyard plaques in place as 
well, and the supporting leaflets printed, the project was 
officialy opening on 20th January at 3pm. The Mauchline 
Burns Club provided the funding.

Bridgeton Club are gifted Edinburgh Edition,  
in memory of Past President

On 1st February President Ian Lightbody together with 
several Past Presidents and Directors of Bridgeton Burns 
Club attended a presentation in the Burns Room at the 
Mitchell Library in Glasgow in memory of Past President 
Willie Telfer who died last year. Willie’s cousin, Mammie 
Morrison, presented an Edinburgh Edition of the Complete 
Works of Robert Burns to the Club, to be retained in The 
Mitchell Library with the Clubs collection of Burnsiana and 
memorabilia. President Ian Lightbody thanked Mammie on 
behalf of the club and gave a short eulogy in memory of 
Willie. Christine Henderson received the book on behalf of the Library.

Larkhall Thanks Helen

Local artist Jane Fairlie presents a watercolour 
to Helen Morrison after her talk ‘Jean Armour’ at 
Larkhall Burns Supper.
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Harburn’s Trencher
A supper at the 

Harburn Men’s Rural 
Institute Club (# 1234) 
was proceeding well, 
the Haggis was being 
duly Addressed, when 
the speaker intoned the 
phrase, “The groaning 
trencher there ye fill”, 
prompting the question 
“What is a Trencher”? 
“Has anybody seen a 
Trencher”? “Where can 
you get a Trencher”? 
.... so it went on until 
committee man Allan 
Maclaughlan was 
tasked to address the mystery. The result of his endeavours saw the club become the 
owners of a splendid “new” traditional wooden serving dish, for the exclusive purpose of 
“Bearing in the Haggis”. 

The Trencher was hand hewn by local wood carver Helen Bissett, who decorated her 
work with three magnificent carvings featuring Burns himself; Maggie being “left scarce 
a stump” and a Mouse on an ear of corn. Made of lime wood, the dish measures approx 
50cms by 30 cms,. The club has now embraced the practice of having the Haggis Bearer (or 
trencherman’s) name engraved on the dish as a reward for his endeavours.

Model  
Kilmarnock Press

The photo shows an expertly crafted 
model of a wooden printing press, standing 
only 200mm high, made by students on 
Kilmarnock’s Grange Academy Enterprise 
programme.

William Smellie, Burns Edinburgh printer and a man of extensive literary talents, 
edited, indeed writing much himself, the first edition of The Encyclopaedia Britannica 
produced from 1768.  Is he spinning in his grave this week after the current Encyclopaedia 
Britannica company, based in Chicago, announced that it will no longer be issuing printed 
editions when the current stock runs out as it now sells the product digitally to a large 
number of people. 
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Previewed by a Glasgow audience appropriately at the ‘Artefact’ conference and 
unvieled to Edinburgh viewers before the start of Edinburgh Burns Club Annual Dinner, the 
new bronze bust of Burns by Deidre Nicholls raised a huge amount of interest and wide 
acclaim, here the artist explains the creation of this wonderful work.

Robert Burns Bronze 2012
This work came about as a result of a suggestion 

from Professor David Purdie, renowned Burns expert 
and a passionate devotee of his work, that I produce a 
portrait head of Burns and he sponsored an Artist’s Proof 
for his study to provide inspiration for his work.

My work began in summer 2011 on the portrait.  
Using information gleaned from descriptions regarding 
his height and appearance, it was possible to estimate 
the size of Burns’ skull. After roughing this out in clay 
to the correct size and proportions, close examination 
was made of three images, which were produced during 
Burns’ lifetime. These were;-

The silhouette by J. Miers, from 1787
The portrait in profile by Alexander Reid from 1795-6
The ¾ portrait by Alexander Nasmyth painted in 1787

Other existing images appear to be derivative, 
some drawings are mirror images taken from the above 
sources, and were therefore not used. A painting by 
Peter Tailor was not used as it is not a good painting, 
being more focussed on a large hat than the face of the 
poet, and shows nothing useful for a sculptor.

Larger statues of Burns exist, some of which are 
exquisite, but the emphasis here is on the pose and the clothing rather than on a true 
likeness.  What the sculptor is aiming at in these statues is an impression of the subject. 
Clothing, pose and hairstyle on statues give the viewer most of the visual information they 
need to work out who the subject is.  The faces on these sculptures are not very detailed, 
being smooth and unlined, designed to be seen from below and looking up, sometimes to a 
great height, as in George Square, Glasgow. The hair is also often wig-like in its structure.  I 
therefore decided to use only the information available from the contemporary images and 
descriptions.

Using measurements from previous work on subjects of a similar height, I was able to 
work out the shapes and proportions of Burns’ head.

When beginning work on a portrait head, the profile is always my starting point, so the 
Miers and Reid works were very useful.

The biggest drawback in working from paintings is that they were designed to flatter, and 
there are very few lines visible; lines not only give character, they indicate the contours of 
the underlying structure,

WORKING ON THE HEAD
Work on the clay took just over 2 months. This clay was then delivered to the foundry, 

and the long process of converting this into bronze began.  First of all the clay was coated 
in a couple of layers of silicone rubber to stabilise it and to take really fine details.  A plaster 

“Courtesy of the National  
Galleries of Scotland”  

photographer Andy McGregor
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ELEVEN HUNDRED and COUNTING 
– ROBERT BURNS WORLD FEDERATION HONOURS WEST LOTHIAN MAN.

Linlithgow resident Willie Kirk 
is a renowned speaker in Burnsian 
circles. His services are much in 
demand to speak at Burns events 
throughout the year. A speaker for 
over sixty years Willie undertook 
his eleven hundredth performance 
at the recent Harburn Burns Supper 
where he delivered “The Address 
Tae The Deil” with his customary 
aplomb. 

As well as receiving a standing 
ovation from the assembled 
company Willie was surprised and 
delighted to receive a Certificate of 
Recognition from The Robert Burns 
World Federation to acknowledge 
his contribution in promoting the Bard’s works. The Certificate was presented, on behalf of 
the RBWF, by the Harburn Club Chairman, Allan Maclaughlan.

Pictured with the certificate are:-  
L-R Allan Maclaughlan, Jean Kirk,  

Willie Kirk, Mary Maclaughlan.

cast was made, and then a wax was cast from the plaster.  
The wax was then worked on by hand to refine any 
details and make minor alterations. This was then coated 
in several layers of china clay to retain as much detail as 
possible, before being invested and finally burnt out.  The 
bronze was then melted in a crucible, and poured into 
the mould.

When cool, the sculpture was cleaned up, the excess 
bronze removed and final small repairs and alterations 
completed before it was cleaned up and patinated.

A piece of heavy stone was selected at an early stage; 
the weight of which is ideal to support the bronze.  The 
stone was prepared to take the bronze, and fittings were 
welded in place inside the sculpture so that the head 
could be securely mounted.

The plaster mould will be able to withstand up to a 
maximum of 9 copies, plus the 2 Artist’s proofs, which 
have already been cast. Each piece in the edition will be 
signed, dated and numbered to indicate where it is in the 
order of casting. The first copy will therefore be marked 
1/9.

Deidre Nicholls

For further information, email the artist, deidrenicholls@me.com

Pouring the bronze  
into the mould
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Leap Year Dinner at Dumfries Burns Howff Club 
Members, including honorary lady members Jane Brown and Maureen McKerrow, 

gathered to mark the Leap Year on 29th February with a dinner in the Globe Inn under 
chairmainship of President Frank Manson. The lounge bar had been transformed with 
style into a period dining room with a table set up down the centre adorned by elaborate 
candlesticks. Grace before and after dinner was intoned by Honorary President Dan Cook 
and following the Loyal Toast, Gavin Findlay, President of Dumbarton Burns Club, proposed 
a toast to “The Burns Howff Club”.  His homework as his witty and polished address poked 
fun at a number in the company, was educational as well as entertaining as a few of his 
references were delivered in Norman French. Past President Jim Scott replied mentioning 
some of the members of Dumbarton Burns Club who had attended functions in the Globe in 
the past and in some cases, their misadventures, before a Vote of Thanks from JVP Godfrey 
Bedford brought a relaxed and informal evening to an end. Contributing to the entertainment 
were Ian McIntyre whose acclaimed rendition of “Ye Canny push yer Granny aff a bus” 
was received with rapture. Jim McAlister’s “D Day Dodgers” brought back memories from 
yesteryear and Gordon Johnston, Les Byers and Dan Cook’s recitations were much enjoyed.  
Special guest appearance of Gordon and Maureen McKerrow whose duet,“Ye Jacobites by 
name” was joined in with enthusiasm by the company.

Keen competition for the silver in 
Clackmannanshire Schools Competitions

President Paul Machin of Alloa Burns Club looks on as the Robert Younger Memorial 
Trophy is presented to Josh Currie for his outstanding rendition of “Ae Fond Kiss” 
subsidiary prizes went to Megan Thomson for “Whistle and I’ll come to ye my lad” and 
Rachel Drummond for “Scots wha hae”.   The competitions, both secondary and primary, 
enjoy considerable support from the teachers in schools throughout the county and the 
stewardship and organisation of Alloa Burns Club.
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Janet Elsie-May Coom
Janet Elsie-May Coom, born 29th January 

1922 in Rothesay Isle of Bute died on 5th January 
2012 at the Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice 
in Glasgow. She was the great-great-great-
granddaughter of Robert Burns, descended from 
Betty Burns, (Elizabeth Hyslop Burns) the offspring 
from Robert Burn’s liaison with Anne Park, the niece 
of Mrs Hyslop, owner of the Globe Inn, Dumfries. On 
Anne Park’s death in 1794, Betty was adopted by 
Burns and grew up in the Burns household until her 
marriage in 1808 to John Thomson, a militia man 
from Stirlingshire, eventually settling in Pollokshaws 
Glasgow, where she is buried. They had 8 children, 
the eldest son Robert Burns Thomson married Eliza 
McNaught in 1841, and 9 children resulted. The 
youngest Mary McNaught Thomson married James 
McCreath Fisher on 25th January 1888. The family 
home was in Rothesay, James Fisher being at one 
time Lord Provost of Rothesay and a prosperous grain 
merchant. Their second child was Eliza McNaught 
Fisher (1890-1974) who married MacDonald 
Halliday in 1916. He was a Mining Engineers whose 
career took him to Chile. Based in Iquique they had 3 
children, the eldest 2 boys Iain (died 1978) and Clyde 
(died 1989) were educated at Morrison’s Academy 
Crieff, whilst their daughter Janet Elsie May lived 
with them in Chile during her early years. Eliza (Ellie) 
was a Graduate of Glasgow University at a time when it was frowned upon as not being the 
sort of thing ‘young ladies’ got up to, achieving MA (Honours) in German and French and this 
led to an early career in teaching, which had to be given up on her marriage. Her ability with 
languages meant that Spanish came easily to her, and Elsie May acquired fluent Spanish 
in her younger years – a language which she greatly admired. From the age of 8 Elsie-
May was educated at Rothesay Academy, and later at Bellahouston Academy in Glasgow 
when the family returned to Scotland. During the Second World War Elsie -May’s language 
skills were needed and she was recruited for work in the Intelligence Corps, working for 
the ATS as a cypher decoding information in a number of languages and special codes.  
Post war she returned to Glasgow to live with her mother, her father sadly passing in 
1947. She worked in the retail industry organising fashion and bridal shows for Dalys and 
maintaining a keen interest in the arts and theatre. 

In February 1958 she married William Alfred Coom who had served in the Special Boat 
Service during the war and was at that time a land surveyor. Elsie-May returned to the retail 
trade in 1967 managing the Jean Paton Bridal boutique which was part of Watt Brothers, 
until her retirement. 

Elsie May is survived by her son Simon (born 3rd May 1959), and her grandchildren 
from his marriage to Margaret, Catriona (born 19th February 1989) and Andrew (born24th 
March 1992).

Murdo Morrison

Elsie-May seated with her 
granddaughter, Catriona Coom  

to the right of her.  
Standing behind from left to right,  
is her grandson, Andrew Coom,  
her late husband William Alfred 

Coom, and her son Simon Coom. 
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David Shankland MBE
David Shankland was born on 5th November, 1924, at Eaglesfield, Dumfries and 

Galloway, and thus began an extraordinary life which came to an end on 2nd January, 2012.     
Everyone who had the good fortune to have known Davie will have his or her own memories 
of a special human being who brought so much warmth and happiness to all around him.   
These are mine.

He began his working life in the printing department of a local newspaper but wartime 
experience fostered a desire to be of service to others which began immediately he was 
demobbed.   From 1946 to his retiral in 1989 Davie worked with TB patients at Lochmaben 
Hospital and then trained as a State Registered Nurse at Dumfries and Galloway Royal 
Infirmary before taking a diploma course in nursing education at Edinburgh University which 
led him to become a much loved and respected nursing tutor at Dumfries Infirmary.    In 1984 
he was awarded an MBE for his services to nursing.

However, it is Davie’s extraordinary ability as an after dinner speaker which endeared 
him to a wide public.   He always spoke without notes.   He explained the necessity for 
doing so was because of shaky hands which wouldn’t keep the pages of a speech steady!   
He also had an endearing habit of addressing an audience or an individual with his head 
leaning slightly to one side while his twinkling eyes transfixed his audience.   He told me that 
had once tried to hold his head in a more vertical position but when he did that he risked 
pouring his dram over his shoulder!

He loved the poems and songs of Robert Burns and since the early sixties I had the 
privilege of being with him on many occasions when he would hold his audience, audiences 
ranging from 1000 men and women to a dozen or so, in the palm of his hand with that unique 
mixture of sincerity and humour which was peculiarly Davie’s.

I remember in the nineties persuading him to join West Sound Radio in broadcasting to 
Dumfries and Galloway.   “What d’ye want me to talk aboot, son?”   I don’t recall being brave 
enough or impertinent enough to answer such a question and so for a few years Davie talked 
on air about everything and nothing, captivating an audience which grew in number with 
each succeeding broadcast.   The only time I ever had doubts about his honesty concerned 
his claims relating to the number and size of the trout and salmon he caught!!    To say that 
his audience simply loved him would be no exaggeration. 

He had an abiding passion for Queen of the South which overflowed when he 
commentated on their home games to the patients at his beloved Lochmaben Hospital.   
The Hospital named one of its two wings, “The Shankland”, which pleased the ever modest 
Davie more than he would admit.

Books could be written about Davie and no short appreciation of such a human being 
can ever be totally satisfactory.   He used to write me letters in a scrawly hand which were 
often hard to decipher but which almost always would include a few lines of poetry.    I think 
these lines of his beloved Robert Burns could have been written for Davie,  and sum up what 
I feel is so appropriate now that is gone leaving our world a poorer place.

“For thus the royal mandate ran,
When first the human race began,
‘The social, friendly, honest man,
Whate’er he be,
‘Tis he fulfils great Nature’s plan,
And none but he!’

Joe Campbell
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Archie McArthur
On the 8th of March, at the grand age of 93, Archie McArthur passed away peacefully 

in Borders General Hospital surrounded by his loving family.  Archie was also known and 
loved widely in Burns circles as it had been his lifetime passion to pursue knowledge and 
enjoyment in all aspects of Burns and to encourage others to join in this passion.   Indeed 
Archie had in effect two lifetimes achievements in this great pursuit, firstly in Glasgow during 
his working life and then in the Borders following his retirement to Kelso in 1980.

Archie’s passion for Burns and all things Scottish was sparked as a schoolboy in Glasgow, 
and even as a youth he had a deep knowledge and would recite widely and regale his peers 
with stories and verse. He joined Glasgow Masonic Burns Club No. 263, and in time served 
as Treasurer and then President.  He represented the Club at Glasgow Association and from 
1975 represented the Association on the Executive of the Burns Federation. When Glasgow 
hosted the Federation Conference Archie headed the organising Committee and again for 
the Glasgow Garden Festival weekend hosted by the Association, he was Convener.  Even 
after his move to the Borders Archie maintained his contacts, activities and service to the 
Glasgow Association only recently giving way to the onerous round trip on winter nights.

Archie had visited the Borders regularly prior to his move to Kelso and had made 
acquaintance of a number of people in the Burns movement, so it was not long before 
he found himself speaking at many of the Clubs and suppers in the area.  He proposed 
the Immortal Memory at Hawick Burns Club in 1982 and struck up a relationship with 
that Club which lead to him lecturing the newly established Burns Study group at their 
monthly gatherings. One of these lectures focussed on Burns visit to Wauchope a few miles 
from Hawick and this inspired the Club to develop the interest in the visit further, Archie 
encouraging and leading the effort to the build a cairn on the site of Wauchope house 
which was unveiled in 1985, and is now the centre of an annual gathering and celebration. 
In recognition of his inspirational efforts in many spheres of endeavour he was elected 
Honorary Member of Hawick Burns Club. 

Archie was of course a member and has been President of Kelso Burns Club.  From 
his earliest time in the Borders he developed relationships with many Clubs and hoped 
to establish a formal gathering, this he achieved in 1999 with the formation of Borders 
Association of Burns Clubs, currently representing Coldstream, Duns, Eyemouth Clachan, 
Galashiels, Hawick, Jedburgh, Kelso, Peebles and Whiteadder clubs.  He was the first 
Chairman of this association and is an Honorary President. Schools participation was 
always one of Archie’s keenest interests and Borders now runs a very successful annual 
festival, All this and he was a prodigious writer, producing numerous booklets which he 
freely handed out, brought out a celebration dvd and established his own website, www.
robertburnsunlimited.co.uk.  He made numerous contributions to the Chronicle over the 
past 30 years, the last appearing in the edition prior to this.   Archie’s passion was for all 
things related to Robert Burns and he freely gave of his time and knowledge to help others 
in this pursuit.  He was a friendly informer rather than a studious lecturer, his passion for 
the subject came through in his warmth and the friendly delivery of the knowledge that was 
inspirational to many.   I never saw him without a cheery smile on his face; he has left a 
legacy of many inspired to know more of Burns.

Archie was an Honorary President of The Robert Burns World Federation, of the many 
so honoured no one more richly deserved this. He served the Burns Federation from 1975 
and virtually without a break he was a tireless servant only laying down his representative 
mantle in 2010.  His funeral at Kelso North parish Church was attended by numerous Past-
Presidents of the Robert Burns World Federation and many Burnsians from some distance 
travelled to pay their respects and honour his great achievements.

Compiled from tributes by PP George Anderson in Glasgow and Murray Henderson for 
Borders Association. BD.
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Winning Essay from the St Petersburg Forum Children’s Competition

Forward though I cannae  see,  I guess and fear
All those, who love Scotland, freedom, witty, biting humor and social satire admire the poetry of great Scottish 

bard – Robert Burns, whose 252th anniversary is widely celebrated all over the world this year. F r a n k l y 
speaking, my discovery of Robert Burns started a couple of years ago with his famous poem “My Heart’s In the 
Highlands”. I imagined him as a romantic, aristocratic poet, raving about the beauty of “the hills of the Highlands, 
its “ straths and green valleys below”. However, I was quite shocked to learn that some of the Russian songs, 
which seemed modern to me, have the lyrics borrowed from the same Robert Burns poems, such as “Love and 
poverty” in our Russian comedies  and many others, sung by Alla Pugacheva. “Gosh!” - I thought- “they couldn’t 
have been written 2 centuries ago! “.As I started digging deeper, I found out that Robert Burns was born to a family 
of a peasant, suffered bitter want and knew all the hardships of common folk; “I have not the most distant pretense 
to what is called a Gentleman. He writes: “ My ancient but ignoble blood, has crept through scoundrels since the 
Flood”.

This fact probably explains his hatred to the barons, exploiters and landlords. Like those in Earl Marischal 
family from who Burn’s forefathers rented the land of the Keith.

A man of a very sharp mind, he would always criticize hypocritical clergymen, but praised “Jolly Beggars”, 
flirtatious wives and sweet lassies from Hohlin or Tarbolton. 

It was quite a revelation that this man wrote in praise of ale and whiskey. The number of his children made me 
absolutely sure that he had his mortal lapses, which made him only dearer to me. This man certainly knew how to 
enjoy life “when all are drunk and equal.”

Surprising as it is, those poems made me imagine an absolutely different down-to-earth character, who loves 
labour, simplicity and fun. Then, as I seemed to form general idea of this great Scottish people’s poet,  came a 
poem “To a Mouse”. 

Wow! It was philosophical Burns this time. A small scene from everyday peasant’s life, when a small crafty, 
cowering, timorous little beast runs in panic from a murdering plough-staff. Like every real genius Burns visualizes 
the future prospects which are really dreary! It made me feel very uneasy trying to decide what exactly he guessed 
and feared then in 1785.

Could Robert Burns foresee the drastic results of man’s dominion who brutally “broke the nature’s social 
union”? Did he anticipate the atomic bomb of Nagasaki, all the ecological troubles and man-made disasters like 
Chernobyl? Did he fear the danger of global warming, deforestation, acid rains, ozone holes or see the atomic 
power stations, breaking out of control? Or did he mean horrible floods, earthquakes, droughts and famine, like the 
one in Ethiopia this year? 

I wondered how a lad of 26 could come to the idea that a little world of a mouse is a small model of a 
human life, where mice and men can’t foresee “the best-laid schemes gang aft a-gley”? Wasn’t the invention of the 
pesticides and fertilizers a vain attempt to  feed the starving world with plentiful harvests? Could he imagine dead 
soil, acidified lakes and bare, disappearing rainforests with vast  territories of grassland turning into deserts at the 
amazing speed of one football pitch a minute?

What did he fear?
Michail Lermontov, also a great but a Russian bard, said: “We can’t predict and guess how our word will echo”. 

The influence of this lyrical poem on future literature is fantastic. John Steinbeck will write in 1937 a soul-tearing 
novel �Of Mice and Men” -a story of farmer’s toil and humiliation. Furthermore, Lewis  Milestone will screen it and 
the lines of Robert Burn poem “To a Mouse”  will appear on the doors of the train that takes George Milton with 
his companion Lanny Small away from the merciless  crowd in a screened version of this bestseller in 1939. Fifty 
three years later Harry Sinise will screen a remake of the film with John Gavin Malkovich himself staring as George 
Milton. The words about the futility of men’s plans that go askew sound as a horrible prophesy.Did Burns foresee 
the moral degradation of people who will loose pity and compassion to a little hungry mousy?

 When I read the word “Crash!” in the poem the immediate association with the film “Green Mile”, shot after 
Steven King’s novel in 1999 comes to my mind. Visualizing Cold Mountain Penitentiary I recall a dismal prison 
warden Percy stamping on a wee, sleekit, cowrin’, tim’rous Mr. Jingles. When Wetmore’s polished shoe lands on a 
mouse, I feel the sound of broken bones almost physically. You remember how a field mouse turns a humorous life 
loving optimistic Burns into a sentimental, romantic and gentle personality? The same miraculous transfiguration 
changes the sadists, murderers and killers sentenced to capital punishment into miserable and pitiful creatures. 
The parallel is really stunning. 

The last lines, however, make me wonder if Robert Burns guessed the economic situation of the humanity in 
the 21st century, when common laborers are treated like mice and can be punished for an “odd ear in twenty-four 
sheaves”? Did he fear the future, when ministers, bankers and financial tycoons steal billions from the nation? And 
did he fear the total crises in man’s dominion that has broken European Union? I guess and fear… 

Alex Korzhov School ‘73
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The Robert Burns World Federation, Executive Meeting, 
Lodge Liberton Edinburgh,19th November 2011 at 10:00am

MINUTES
1. Sederunt

Jean Abdulrahim
Allister Anderson
Enez Anderson
George Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Mrs Anderson
David Baird
Ralph A Balfour
Kay Blair
Jane Brown
Eric Budgell
Elizabeth Caine
John Caskie
Ronnie Crichton
Bill Dawson
Campbell Dickson
Anne Donnan
Mike Duguid
Anne Fawbert
Graham Galbraith

Anne Gaw
Willie Gibson
Cameron Goodall
George Grant
Betty Haining
Isa Hanley
David Hannah
Murray Henderson
Irene Henry
Graham Hill
Joseph Hunter
May Hyslop
Gordon Jamieson
Gordon Johnston
Joe Kennedy
Alex MacKenzie
Frances Marshall
Bob McDonald
Karen McPhail
David Miller

Margaret Morrall 
Tom Morrall
Hazel Morrison
Helen Morrison
Murdo Morrison
Ted Murray
John C Paterson
Jim Robertson
Frank Sandeman
Shona Shaw
Jim Shields
John Skilling
Margaret Skilling
David Smith
Bob Stewart
Margaret Stokes
Alison Tait
Helen Waddell
Walter Watson

2. Apologies
Helena Anderson-Wright
Joe Campbell
Barbara Clayton
May Crawley
Moira Dunsmore
James Gibson
John Haining

Harry Hutchison
Mac Irvin
Andrew Kidd
Jean Macmillan-Forster
May McGuffog
Angus Middleton
James O’Lone

Lesley Richardson
Annie Small
Eva Stubbs
Jim Thomson
Provost Stephanie Young

3.  President Jim Shields welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Ian Doyle and his team from Liberton Lodge 
for hosting today’s meeting.

 Ian Doyle welcomed everyone, thanked them for travelling to Lodge Liberton and closed with the message ‘Haste 
Ye Back’.

 Gordon Jamieson also welcomed everyone then read from Burns Poem ‘Mauchline Belles’.
 President Jim sadly announced the following obituaries and asked those present to stand for 1 minutes silence:
 Eric Robertson, Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club, Past President RBWF, Past Treasurer & Honorary President of 

Allanton Jolly Beggars Burns Club
 Jimmy Hempstead, Dumbarton Burns Club, Elected an Honorary President of the Burns Federation 1994
 Gordon Posnett, Blane Valley Burns Club 
 Betty Williamson, Larkhall Burns Club 
 Fergus Duncan, Kilbryde Burns Club 
 Jim Rooney, Motherwell United Services Burns Section
 Frank Campbell, Past President RBANA
 Jock Smith, Milwaukee Burns Club
 Bob Allan, Edmonton Burns Club
4. Minutes of Meeting on 25th June 2011
 Proposed – Jim Robertson
 Seconded – Betty Haining
5. Matters Arising – none
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6. Finances – Bob Stewart
 BS presented an income & expenditure breakdown for the period 1/01/2011 - 14/11/2011. AT added the caveat that 

these figures are not comprehensive and should be used for guidance only at present until further work can be done 
on the accounts system.

7. Reports
7.1 President
 As my year of office begins, I am filled with an air of anticipation.  There are already many functions, events, 

celebrations to look forward to and, as I am already finding, it is almost a full time job.
 During the Aberdeen international Youth Festival this year, at which our major prize-winners were present to 

represent the Federation, someone asked me…
 “What does it take to become President Jim?”
 I responded by saying….” A love and knowledge of Burns, a love and knowledge of the workings of the Federation, 

willing to give unselfishly of your time and talent, and it also helps if you are ‘aff yer heid’.
 We have been through a stormy year last year, but, we are through it.  Standing in the corridor of the foyer at Peebles 

Hydro welcoming our delegates to the conference, I had warmth and a glow from the hearts of attendees who, like 
me, proudly state that we are a Burns Family and how we love to meet with each other and celebrate our mutual 
love for all things connected with Burns.

 This was all too apparent at the conference which has been generally acknowledged to have been one of the best 
for many years.  Again may I take this opportunity to thank all of you for your good wishes, gestures of support and 
the beautiful cards, some of which were individually hand crafted for the occasion?  I shall treasure them among my 
souvenirs.

 A working committee has been set up to look at the three MMM’s of:
 Membership, Management & Money 
 Progress is evolving as we discuss in depth, how best to resolve the problems facing the Federation in these three 

areas and as mentioned at the AGM, I had already started to re-build the bridge with the Scottish Government by 
having a preliminary meeting in July.  This, as I write, is now moving forward with another meeting to discuss core 
funding and how we can be of help to them in many differing spheres of activity in promoting Scottish Culture, 
Literature and History.

 The board have now confirmed the appointment of Alison Tait as a full time employee and as our interim Chief 
Executive.  Interim, because  the remuneration of this position, will be funded from the core funding we anticipate 
receiving from the Scottish Government and to comply with their  rightful  demands, we will have to advertise this 
position and we will also interview any other applicants who respond to the advert for the position.

 Better views are on the horizon as we move forward and I have a great team behind me both on the board of 
directors and on the Executive  Committees and together, with your continued support, we can not only restore this 
wonderful Federation, but improve our workings, making the wider public aware of who we are, what we do and be 
seen to be an organisation with two way vision, one which looks back to a proud heritage of where we have come 
from and another, which is looking to the future, a future we can help to shape, a future in which the bond we share 
will drive us forward to look for ways and means of not just keeping ourselves afloat, but of sailing forward, heads 
held high, proud of who we are and what we represent.

 I am YOUR President.  As stated above, my time and my talents are at your disposal, so please do continue to invite 
me to your events and be assured that if I am not already committed, I should be delighted to offer my services to 
assist in any way I can.

 JS thanked AT for her efforts during the past few months.
 JS advised that Margaret Craig is still unfit for work, having lodged a sick-line for another 4 weeks.  JS acknowledged 

the length of service MC has given to RBWF and advised that a health review has been requested from MCs doctor.
 JS welcomed first-time visitors to the Executive meeting and asked that they introduce themselves:
 John Irvine, Angus – Past President Burns Club of London
 Graham Galbraith, Vice President, Borders Association of Burns Clubs
 Campbell Dickson, Senior Vice President, Inverness Burns Club
 JS read thank you letter from MacMillan Cancer Care for our recent donation.
 JS spoke of the recent meeting with Boyd Tunnock and was delighted to announce that Tunnock’s have agreed to 

sponsor our Schools Competitions for the next 3 years at £9,000 per annum.
 JS confirmed that the St Giles Cathedral Service will be held on Sunday 4th December at 11:30am.
7.2 Chief Executive
 AT advised that, as expected, things were rather hectic in the RBWF office at the moment as she tries to fit two jobs 

into one.  However, things are progressing.
 In conjunction with our accountants, we are slowly but surely sifting our way through the old accounts system and 

trying to produce figures which will be of some use to our Board & Finance Directors.  We will probably have to run 
with the old system for this financial year.  However, we have a new ERP (Enterprise Resource Programme) System 
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in place which should be a great help in future – the only issue here is getting the time to populate it in the first 
place before we can start using it.  It should be able to deal with, not only accounts, but stock control, membership, 
purchases & sales, events and so on.  

 Jim, Shirley & I had a fairly successful meeting with Scottish Government and are currently awaiting their decision 
as to the option of core funding for the Federation.

 We are coming up to one of the busiest periods for the Federation.  The Winter Chronicle is due to be mailed at the 
beginning of December and orders have already started to come in for Burns Supper supplies.

 Looking forward, I have a meeting with Business Gateway this coming week to find out if they can offer any support.  
I am also in contact with the local CVO office re funding opportunities.  I am due to attend the John Cairney event at 
the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum on Thursday 1st December.

 AT took this opportunity to record her thanks to Shirley Bell for her invaluable help and support to date.
7.3 Conference – David Baird
 No report submitted.
7.4 Literature – Mike Duguid
 The Literature Committee was very strong with 3 new members attending their first meeting and making worthwhile 

contributions.   The Committee had held a meeting in October at which the Terms of Reference for the committee 
were discussed and agreed.  This gave the group a focus around which to concentrate their discussions.  

 One of the primary functions of the committee was to provide support to the Editor of the Chronicle, Bill Dawson, 
and also to the Webmaster, Cameron Goodall.   Both these were now members of the Literature Committee and this 
provided a direct contact with the members of the Committee and also allowed the Convenor to act as conduit to the 
Board on matters relating to these two vital posts within the Federation. 

 Several issues relating to the future of the website and other electronic media were discussed in committee but as 
the Webmaster presented his thoughts at the plenary session, these will reported elsewhere.  

 Much discussion revolved around the Chronicle.  The Committee agreed that the publication of minutes of meetings 
in the Chronicle, often running to double-digit pages, was not a cost effective way of disseminating them.  The 
Committee recognized that the Federation, as a charity, had a legal requirement to publish minutes of meetings but 
the Board would be encouraged to find an alternative to the Chronicle.  The other issue which would be put to the 
Board was the need to set up a sub-committee with the specific objective of analyzing all aspects of the Chronicle 
with a view to recommending the future size, frequency and content of the magazine before the current printing 
contract comes up for renewal in the autumn. 

 Questionnaire
 MD provided an outline of the prominent points from the 32 responses to the questionnaires handed out at the 

Peebles Conference:
 - Good feedback on the sort of articles members would like to see in the Chronicle..
 - Opinion divided on whether Chronicle should move to being a once a year publication
 - The website came in for the most criticism because people recognised we were missing its potential as a valuable 

tool for getting out the Federation’s message and for marketing.
 - Only 4 of 32 had no access to the internet although not all had their own computer.
 - The need to attract younger members was stressed by many.
 - Vast majority considered the membership fee to be good value although some questioned the relative cheapness 

of family membership versus individual membership.  
 - All members needed to be active in recruitment.  Current members have to be ambassadors.  Let it be known 

individuals can join whether Burns Club members or not.  In other words we are all in this together!
 MD pointed out that so far we have had responses only from Burnsians keen enough to attend conferences and 

executive meetings so we need to reach deeper into our membership to ask the average club member what the 
Federation could do better.   

 MD has designed an on-line version and this would be sent out in the near future. 
7.5 Editor – Bill Dawson
 I was, of course, delighted to be appointed Editor for the ensuing three year term at Conference.  I eagerly anticipate 

the opportunities that will present in taking the Chronicle forward in this challenging environment. 
 I thank all who have contributed to the Chronicle and I continue to encourage Clubs, Associations and individuals 

to send in reports and news of anything happening that is related to Burns and their activities.  It is the Federation’s 
publication and it should be populated by material from the body.  Individual’s contributions on fields that particularly 
interest them will be most welcome; specialist articles are always well received by the readership and may well give 
a springboard to others to develop their own researches. 

 I must also say a word of thanks to the many who have sent messages of congratulation to me since my appointment, 
this support is very much appreciated.

 The current edition is well in hand, most of the copy is with the printer now, I hope to have the last pages to them 
subsequent to this meeting and have a proof for approval within a week or so.  I need to finish before the end of the 



42

Burns Chronicle Spring 2012

month as I will be going on holiday and not returning until well into December.
 I trust you will find my first edition as Editor satisfactory.
 I look forward to your many reports following our main celebrations and other activities in January for the inclusion 

in the Spring edition for which the submission deadline is 25th February.
7.6 Archivist – Jim Shields (on behalf of John Haining)
 Frank Campbell had left his collection of books to RBWF and his son would be visiting the family home in Florida 

over the festive season and would hope to wrap up his father’s affairs during this period.
 Contacted Pamela o’ Rourke re old Burns books she wishes RBWF to examine.
 We had contact from Eric McKenzie re potential old books, but he has not responded to communications.
 Helensburgh Burns Club asked if we held their chain of office, we advised no.
7.7 Website – Cameron Goodall
 We are all aware, I believe, of the strong necessity of replacing our present with website with something more 

current.  The website, as it stands at present, has not changed significantly in the last ten years and as a result 
probably scares off many more individuals than it helps.

 I have interviewed a few luminaries to discover what may be worth saving on the site and it is my opinion that the 
only elements which may be mourned, were the current website to become unavailable tomorrow, would be:

 President’s Blog. I believe this is worth resurrecting. It gives an instant point of contact between the president and 
the members and is a very easy way of adding new content to the site on a regular basis.

 Discussion Forum. The forum is nowhere near as busy as it once was.  I don’t believe that this down to a slackening 
of interest in Burns per se.  However I believe at least some of the traffic could be diverted from the forum to social 
networking sites. More of this later.

 Translations. Some individuals may find the verbatim translations of use. Personally I feel it’s a terrible over 
simplification and believe our users would be better served by a series of lectures explaining possible meanings of 
poems at large, rather than simply ‘what the words mean’.

 I believe the main purposes for our website going forward can be categorised as:
 Marketing. Our best product is ourselves. I am as convinced as ever that our membership can achieve exponential 

growth using e-marketing, when correctly implemented.
 Education. We need to position ourselves as the first port of call for inquiry into the life and work of Robert Burns.
 Secure Information handling. Password protected information of our internal organisation to keep secretaries of our 

daughter organisations abreast of our structure and points of contact.
 Discussion area. There may be wisdom in devolving such functions to social media. Facebook is not a dirty word, 

but it needs to be governed correctly.
 Online resources. We probably all have experience of using the online version of Maurice Lindsay’s encyclopaedia. 

Other such resources would be greatly welcomed by academics and amateurs alike. The Burns Chronicle is just a 
point of departure.

 It is my intention to deliver the website through a content management system (CMS), Wordpress. The main benefit 
of a CMS is the ability to devolve responsibility for certain aspects of the website to the individual stakeholders. This 
won’t be done in the short term or in any case where the stakeholder feels uncomfortable with the technologies.

 An email auto-responder system will be employed to harvest email addresses of individuals who show an interest in 
Burns matters. These addresses will then be used to market the Federation more smartly than at present.

 It is also intended to utilise such social media portals as YouTube, Facebook and Twitter to engage within and 
outwith our community, thus offloading potentially memory-hungry aspects of our online presence (video content, 
photographs, sound files, etc.).

 It is my intention to have at least some of the new content live on the web prior to the New Year in order to capture 
valuable data during the upcoming Burns season.

7.8 Marketing – Murdo Morrison
 The Convenor welcomed Cameron Goodall to the meeting and invited him to give an outline of the work currently 

being undertaken for the Web.  Cameron advised the Committee of the background and the aims and objectives 
and he would be expanding on this theme during the afternoon’s Executive Meeting.

 Matters discussed and decisions.
 Minutes of the last Meeting -  Saturday 25th June 2011 -of the Marketing Committee were adopted on the proposal 

of Ted Murray and seconded by Jane Brown.
 Conference Shop.
 The Convenor thanked the members of Committee who had worked at the Shop during the Conference and 

congratulated them on the success obtained.  Financially the result was good and from a turnover of just over £1000 
a net profit of £426 was generated.

 The Committee recommended that all future Conferences should feature a Shop facility and wherever possible and 
practical goods should be obtained for sale on a sale or return basis.

 Pewter Gifts Ltd.
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 As a result of the retiral from Business of Mr Jim McLaren -a former supplier to the Federation various items had 
been purchased from him.   An attractive discount was obtained and some of the good were available after this 
meeting.  They would also be advertised in due course via the Burns Chronicle.

 Lapel Badges and Blazer Pocket Badges.
 In the time lapse since the last meeting of Marketing the Board had given consent to the ordering of a quantity 

of Lapel Badges and Blazer Pocket Badges.  The suggested price for selling Lapel Badges at £4 each was not 
completely acceptable to the members who preferred that a lower price should apply.   The actual price will be re-
visited but in the meantime the £4 price pertains subject to review.  The Blazer Badges of which an initial order of  
25 had been placed would retail at £10.00

 Burns Check Ties.
 A new order had been placed and ties were now available for resale.   Discussion took place about the price to be 

charged and it was considered that £12 was in excess of what other ties may cost.   Therefore a price of £10 is 
recommended.

 Laminated Table Mats.
 Samples of existing Table Mats were passed around and it was decided that the Federation should get a Table 

Mat produced which would consist of the designs already on the Tea Towel, the Federation Crest and appropriate 
wording in the centre and that these should be available for sale.   The end price will be decided once the possible 
costs of production have been established but it was felt that there was a market for this product.

 Christmas Fair at Dower House, Dean Park.
 The Convenor relayed the information to the Committee about the two day event being held in Dower House and 

in the surrounding areas.   This was being organised by East Ayrshire Council.   A stall facility was being made 
available for the use of the Federation on a no cost basis.  This would be an opportunity for sale of Federation 
goods and the stall was available on Saturday only. Another two volunteers would be required to assist the existing 
volunteers of Murdo Morrison, Joe Campbell and Eric Budgell.   The 

 Convenor would recruit as necessary.
 Christian Aid Fund Raising Burns Suppers.
 A booklet and leaflets were circulated which represented a starter pack for potential volunteers to organise a Burns 

Supper.  This campaign was entitled “More Poetry Less Poverty” and was being widely advertised through Church 
and other Publications.  This could be a large project and the Committee recommended that contacts could be 
established with a view to offering Speakers for appropriate occasions.

 E Mail addresses for Burns Clubs.
 Consideration was given for a uniform easily remembered e mail address for all Burns Clubs. The Committee were 

supportive of this prospect and further investigations on feasibility to be carried out.
 Membership Forms.
 Discussion took place about membership recruiting prospects and of special note was the fact that many members 

attended a number of Burns suppers, These were recruitment opportunities that should not be missed.  Forms were 
available today and also from Dower House and the Convenor was asked, that when reporting to the Executive, 
emphasis should be made to all Members about collective responsibility for getting new members.

 History of the Federation.
 A brief History had been compiled from the Bi Centenary Review Book by John McVie. This could be forwarded for 

inclusion on the Web Site when the new one was operational.
 President and Interim Chief Executive.
 At the close of the Meeting President James Shields and Interim Chief Executive Alison Tait attended and President 

James complimented the Group on the achievements at Peebles and the time and enthusiasm they were devoting 
to Marketing.

 The Convenor assured the President and the Interim Chief Executive of the continuing support of the Marketing 
Committee.

7.9 Schools – Isa Hanley
 The meeting began with confirmation that the 2012 National Festival would be held in Cults Academy, Aberdeen, 

and Bob Stewart and I would be going there to visit the school, which Helena Anderson-Wright has already seen.
 The date for the secondary festival will be Saturday 21 April and the primary will be on Saturday 28 April 2012.  This 

will be confirmed after the visit to the school.
 The date for the Choral Festival will be 12 May 2012 but no venue has been decided as yet as we are looking at one 

or two possibilities.  Hopefully it will be in the Central Belt.
 It was announced that the Schedules for in-school competition had been distributed to 32 local education authorities 

and, now that a sponsor (Tunnock’s) has been secured, the in-school certificates will be ordered in the next week or 
so.

 There was discussion on various topics relating to the national festivals - adjudication fees, providing copies of 
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poems/music, etc.
 Committee were told of communication with Professor Murray Pittock of Glasgow University regarding his article on 

teaching of Scots Literature in schools.   A reply has been received thanking us for our interest.
 I have received an excellent Project from a school in Dumbarton and it was agreed to ask if they could supply any 

more copies.  It was from S1/2 but at the moment only P6/7 are involved in this competition.   However we may 
extend it to S1/2.

 Canada and Australia have expressed an interest having an essay competition on the same lines at the one run for 
schools in St Petersburg.  It was agreed to do this but these countries would run their own competitions and judge 
them themselves, only sending us the names of winners.  The winning essay might be printed in the Chronicle.

7.10 Heritage – Walter Watson
 The meeting was called to order shortly after 10am and followed an agreed agenda.  
 The convenor welcomed members David Smith (minute Secretary); David Miller; John Skilling; Mrs Shona Shaw; 

Alex Mackenzie and two joining members to our meeting in the persons of Mrs Elza Anderson of Greenock Burns 
Club and Gordon Johnston of the Dumfries Burns Howff Club.  Murray Henderson of the Borders Burns Clubs 
Association also re-joined after a lengthy absence.  The convenor was sorry to lose member Donald Ross owing to 
ill health and gathered that member Dr Tom Morrall had elected to join another committee.  Apologies for absence 
were tendered on behalf of Joe Kennedy and Bill Duncan who has been seriously ill of late.  It was resolved to send 
Bill a card on behalf of the Committee.

 The minutes of the meeting held on Saturday 25th June were proposed for adoption by David Miller and seconded 
by John Skilling.  Adopted as a true record and signed as such by convenor Walter Watson.

 Matters arising were raised under separate headings of today’s agenda.
 Chairman’s Report. Walter indicated that two items of concern had not been advanced since the date of the last 

meeting, namely the inscribed plate on the plinth in the Rose Garden at the Dower House and the tombstone to the 
memory of the Rev Hamilton Paul in Broughton Kirkyard.  Both items were receiving his attention.  Meetings with 
Graciela Ainsworth, Sculptress and Gordon Ashley would be reported under agenda items (g) and (l) respectively. 

 Correspondence had been routine with letters to committee members who were aware of content.  Correspondence 
with Mrs Helen Gage of the Coylton Village re-union Committee and concerning the Trysting Thorn would be 
discussed under item (f) of the agenda.

 Reports:
 a) David Miller reported that a very positive meeting had been held with representatives from D&G council and that 

work on the Mausoleum would commence in the spring of 2012. Our concerns would be met in full.     
 b) David Smith reported that the facsimile of the window inscribed by Burns had been safely installed in the Globe 

Inn, Dumfries and that framed copies had been made and erected to assist the reading public.  
 c) & d) John Skilling confirmed that he had written to Mr Nat Edwards of the NTS concerning the state of disrepair at 

the Burns Monument, Alloway and had received a reply indicating that a budget had been allocated and that repairs 
would be put in hand fairly soon.  Other issues as previously reported concerning the RBMM and the Cottage were 
being closely monitored.

 e) Leglen Wood.  A question raised at the previous meeting by Margaret Morrall concerning our insurance cover for 
personal injury had been taken by the convenor to the Board and an assurance given that cover was in place.

 f) Trysting Thorn.  The letter from Mrs Gage indicated that a local farmer was offering ground with safe access to 
the public if it was thought fit to move the tree from it’s current location.  The meeting felt that it was a matter for the 
farmer and South Ayrshire Council. Doubt was cast on the feasibility of moving the tree and it was suggested that a 
cutting be taken for posterity.  Convenor to reply.

 g) Burns & Highland Mary Statue, Bathgate.  The convenor reported upon his visit to the Studio in Leith where the 
sculpture is undergoing repair by Graciela Ainsworth. It would seem that it may be re-sited in a garden to the rear of 
a public building in Bathgate.  Convenor to investigate.

 h) Highland Mary Statue, Greenock.  Application for lottery funding to effect repairs had failed however the local 
Council and two other public bodies had subscribed and 9K collected.  The most essential repairs had been 
completed at a cost of 5.5K and other less essential work would be put in hand.  Riverside Inverclyde had offered 
suitable storage space for the Greenock BC library and collection of artefacts within the Custom House, Greenock.

 i) Burns Statue Paisley.  It would seem that the statue is to remain in situ which is a good outcome from RBWF 
perspective.

 j) Bust of James Lane Waugh.  David Smith confirmed that he had attended the unveiling of the refurbished bust in 
conjunction with other Dumfries based folk.       

 k) Plinth / Dower House.  In hand.
 l) Greenshields Statue of Burns at Camperdown.  Correspondence continues with Gordon Ashley regarding 

the unveiling and the possibility of a plaque from the Scottish Parliament outlining Scotland’s contribution in the 
development of Australia being presented.

 m) Highland Mary Statue, Failford.  John Skilling continues to monitor.
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 n) Burns Statue, Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  The convenor tabled several photographs of the statue in its vandalised 
state supplied by the architect appointed to effect repairs and design a suitable plinth for re-erection.

 AOB.  Convenor agreed to provide the details of a foundry that would cast memorial plaques to Gordon Johnston.  
It was agreed that Shona Shaw would take responsibility for monitoring the repairs to the Theatre Royal, Dumfries.

 The meeting closed at 11.55.
7.11 200 Club – Alison Tait
 AT advised that the 200 Club is currently a 102 Club which means the prize money is not as much as we had hoped.  

The redesigned renewal form shows the plan to collect 200 Club monies over July & August, work out what the 
prize-money will be, then run the draw from September to June each year.

 With 102 members, the prizes will be as follows:
 Quarterly prize £76.50 (instead of £150)
 Monthly 1st prize £30.60 (instead of £50) and
 Monthly 2nd prize £15.30 (instead of £25)
 Draws will be made today to bring us up-to-date.
 If anyone still wishes to have a 200 Club number, this can still be arranged, however, note that you will have missed 

the first draw for this year.
 Draw took place and winners are as follows:

Sep quarterly prize £76.50 171 Greenock Burns Club
Sep 1st prize £30.60 69 Allanton Jolly Beggars
Sep 2nd prize £15.30 152 Roberta Copland
Oct 1st prize £30.60 101 St Andrews Society of York
Oct 2nd prize £15.30 73 Lanarkshire Association of BCs
Nov quarterly prize £76.50 31 Lanarkshire Association of BCs
Nov 1st prize £30.60 102 Hazel Morrison
Nov 2nd prize £15.30 92 Bryan Keenan

7.12 Overseas – Jim Shields (on behalf of May Crawley, Mac Irvin & Jim O’Lone)
 Canada
 My apologies for not being at today’s meeting, I hope all goes well and you have a productive day.
 1) It was gratifying to see a good turnout of Canadian Delegates at Peebles. All 16 of us plus 4 guests, 

including Eileen & Jim Robertson who are Honorary Members of R.B.A.N.A., met in our room for a pre-dinner 
‘reception’ on the Friday evening. It was a great opportunity for folk who live up to 2000mls apart to get together.  
We thoroughly enjoyed the Conference and wish to thank the Conference Committee and all others who contributed 
to its success.

 2) As you know, the R.B.A.N.A. Conference will be held April 27-29th, 2012 in Historic Williamsburg, Virginia, U.S.A.  
Further to the info given out at Peebles, I’ve been informed that Hotel Rate will be U.S. $105.00, per night (double 
or single) which includes breakfast. Same rate available for 2 days before/after Conference.  Conference fee will be 
finalised in December. Further info from Jim Cunningham, Chairman, e-mail jcunnin@golden.net  or tel no. 519-894-
6366 or go to www.rbana.com Hotel website www.williamsburghosphouse.com Williamsburg is in a very beautiful 
part of America and the weather in late April/May is usually lovely.

 3) About 25 yrs. ago a group of members of the Scottish Studies Foundation, based in Toronto, began a project 
to raise ONE MILLION DOLLARS to fund a permanent Chair of the School of Scottish Studies at Guelph 
University, Ontario.  I’m delighted to report that they reached their goal this year, a major achievement for a 
volunteer group. Incidentally, Prof. Ted Cowan, Glasgow Univ, is a former Chair of the Guelph School. The 
late Gordon Hepburn, a member of the Federation, was a driving force in the Foundation and one of his major 
accomplishments for many years was to organize a very successful Burns Supper in Toronto.   Many members 
of the Federation, including Elma Connor, Joan Turner (both P.P.’s of R.B.A.N.A.) and Alex and myself are 
also members of the Foundation and on our behalf I would respectfully request that a letter of congratulations 
be sent to the Foundation from our President.  Should this be approved, I’ll forward the contact info. 
May Crawley

 “Some merry, friendly, countra folks
 Together did convene......
 An haud their Halloween
 Fu blythe that night”
 U.S.A.
 I have reviewed membership records for USA members.  It appears that we had 13 clubs and 29 individual members.  

Unfortunately, the latter is diminished by two because of the death of Frank Campbell and Jock Smith.  The good 
news is that Alison reports that we have two new individual members.  I have written both new members welcoming 
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them and inviting their participation in an email information and perhaps roundtable discussion of subjects such 
as availability of speakers for Burns Night and other events.  I will send out an emailing in the next few days 
encouraging USA clubs and members to communicate with one another and reporting some brief facts about the 
Federation.

 A topic of disappointment is the decision by the Robert Burns Club of Milwaukee that it will not renew its Federation 
membership, meaning we will have only 12 club memberships.  Both May Crawley and I have written to the club 
expressing gratitude for past contributions and urging that they join again if circumstances permit.  My understanding 
is that declining membership is the cause for the decision.  I think this is a predictable outcome with the death of 
members who act as the catalyst for Federation activity; in this case perhaps Jock Smith.

 As clubs decline in membership, we may want to be proactive in developing a reduced membership fee scale to 
account for reduced funds on a club level.

 Now more than ever we must move in directions that helps avoid the loss of membership – by offering helpful 
services to current members and outreach for new members.  I do not believe that occasional postal mailings re 
events in Scotland will work toward increasing and preserving membership across the globe.  Such mailings are 
outdated upon delivery. The current economic events show that globalization is here to stay; failure to recognize the 
reality of globalization in that money moves faster than sound and communications move at the same rate will only 
speed the decline of Federation influence.  Enhancing our communications will allow us to attract members almost 
by accident as individuals bump into the Federation in the digital world of contact.  Congratulations on Cam moving 
forward on the website – this is only the first step toward establishing a global presence.  We must reach out to 
younger prospective members through all legitimate avenues of social media.

 Otherwise, the sad fact is that Robert Burns may become a captive of Scotland, a memory that may fade across the 
globe if nurtured only by a generation that soon will pass -- if we do not energize the next generation.

 Regrets and best wishes for a productive meeting.
 Pacific Rim
 I also fully agree with Mac and May’s comments. 
 With proposed increase in fees, small clubs such as Fremantle, Bendigo and South Australia will struggle.
 I, like May would appreciate this problem being discussed at Saturday’s meeting and hopefully some resolution is 

achieved.
 As I said at the AGM at Peebles, it’s difficult trying to attract new members.
 All the best for Saturday.
7.13 Association Representatives
 Borders Association – Murray Henderson
 No report submitted
 Southern Scottish Counties Burns Association – David Smith
 Members were shocked and saddened at the sudden death in June, 2011, of Mrs Rose Edgar, secretary of the 

SSCBA since 1997 and it is a tribute to the affection and esteem in which she was held that seven past presidents 
of the RBWF attended her funeral in Dumfries.

 At the AGM in the Globe Inn 11th June, Jane Brown was elected president in succession to David Baird. David Miller 
was elected senior vice president and Mike Duguid, junior vice president.  John Caskie was elected secretary and 
other office bearers were unchanged.

 Dumfries & Galloway Council recognised the election of David Baird as president of the RBWF with a Civic 
Reception in the Municipal Chambers, Dumfries, on 9th June. A large gathering of family and local Burnsians heard 
tributes paid to David for his years of service to the Burns movement generally.

 The annual commemorative service at Brow Well on 20th July was well attended and heard a moving tribute to Burns 
and his final days from Mike Duguid. An enjoyable social gathering was later held in the Cairndale Hotel, Dumfries.

 Dumfries and Galloway Burnsians were delighted to witness the election of Mrs Jane Brown as junior vice president 
of the RBWF at the annual conference at Peebles in September and continues a long line of distinguished office 
holders from the area.

 Association members are concerned at the deteriorating appearance of Burns Mausoleum and are in contact with 
the Council to pursue a programme of urgent refurbishments.

 The three facsimile window panes from the Globe Inn, with verses etched by Burns, have been reinstated in the 
Globe Inn by the Burns Howff Club and are on public view.

 Looking ahead, a warm welcome will be accorded to all to the annual Commemorative Service to mark the birth 
of Robert Burns on Wednesday 25th January 2012, with a service arranged by the SSCBA in St. Michaels Kirk, 
Dumfries at 2.00pm, followed by a wreath laying ceremony at Burns Mausoleum thereafter.

 Fife Association of Burns Clubs – Bob Stewart
 No report submitted
 Edinburgh Association of Burns Clubs – Gordon Jamieson
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 Burns Anniversary Celebration on 16th July 2011
 This was an all day event starting off at the Burns monument on Regent Road in Edinburgh where the company were 

entertained with songs and poetry. The Lord Provost gave a talk on how important Edinburgh had been to Robert 
Burns opening up the world to his works. David Baird President of the World Federation reported that Edinburgh was 
now on the map of Burns events. The party removed to lodge Liberton for lunch which was followed by the Poetry 
competition. This was won by William Horne representing the EDBCA. Reciting Epistle to Davie, Alastair Lindsay 
representing Scottish Borders was second and third was John Campbell representing West Lothian. David Baird 
World President presented the Quiche and certificates.

 The company then gathered for a meal which was followed by an evening harmony  which was a great success.
 Edinburgh’s Historic Buildings Open Day on September 24th 2011.
 As part of the open day the EDBCA provided entertainment within the Burns Monument on Regent Road starting at 

11am until 4pm. This consisted of songs and poetry and Ian Chisholm President of EDBCA was on hand to greet 
the visitors. The music was from two Folk Bands over the day.  Professor David Purdie gave short interesting talks 
about Burns visits to Edinburgh and a History of the Monument.

 Burns poetry was provided by Ian Buick, Gordon Jamieson and Cammy Goodall.
 The open day was a great success with over 600 visitors from all over the World.       
 Glasgow Association of Burns Clubs – George Anderson
 No report submitted
 Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs – Margaret Skilling
 Mrs Skilling reported that the Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs was in good heart with regular meetings and inter-

club activities taking place.  As developments concerning the new Robert Burns Birthplace Museum and work on 
Ayrshire monuments had been covered in the Heritage Report she felt nothing more should be added at this point.  

 Recent good Inter-Club Nights had been held by Irvine Lasses, New Cumnock Burns Club and Alloway Burns 
Club.  Fourteen Clubs had competed in the Annual Quiz this year with Kilmarnock No 0 again winning 1st place.  
Wreath layings had again taken place in July at Alloway’s Burns Monument, Burns Statue Square in Ayr and the 
Federation’s Leglen Wood at Auchincruive.  Several members of the AABC had already started going out to judge 
Burns Competitions in schools throughout the county in preparation for the Ayrshire Schools Competitions to be held 
in March next year.  St Petersburg schools’ winners had once again been taken on a tour of the local Burns Country 
and had been well looked after by members of both Alloway and Ayr Burns Clubs.  We are pleased that Newmilns 
Burns Club (No 900) has rejoined the AABC and recently become re-affiliated to the Federation.

 Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs – Eric Budgell
 No report submitted
 Yorkshire Association of Burns Clubs – David Hannah
 No report submitted
 Renfrewshire & Inverclyde Association of Burns Clubs – Allister Anderson
 This report has been distilled from comments and snippets I have heard from various sources.  I was not present at 

the recent meeting but, in the absence of any RIABC delegate, the Federation President has invited me to contribute 
what I know, to place it on record.

 There was discussion at the Association meeting concerning a possible return to the previous name, this being 
Renfrewshire Association of Burns Club.  If this proposed change is preferred, then I’m sure that this will be 
discussed with the Federation.

 Another matter which was discussed was a home for the Richardson Library that had been gifted to the Association 
in a bequest from the late Jenny Richardson.  Jenny and her husband Bill (who pre-deceased her) were stalwart 
members of Erskine Trusty Fieres BC, the Association and were well known within the Federation.  Each, in their 
time, had involvement in the Schools Festival activities both at Club and Association levels.

 Following discussion, the Association agreed to locate the Library in the Alamo Burns Club’s base within the Alamo 
Bar in Paisley.  The reporter thought that this was a sound decision and commended it to the Federation Meeting.

8. Applications for Membership
 Individual Membership
 Mr Robert Shaw, 3 Muirburn Avenue, Muirend, Glasgow, G44 3HL
 Mr James Thomson, 6 Glebe Court, Kilmarnock, KA1 3BD
 Mr Steven James Mack, 12F Warwickhill Road, Bonnyton, Kilmarnock, KA1 2LT
 Mr Frank Nicol Manson, Migdale, Johnstone Park, Dumfries, DG1 4AE
 Ms Joanne B Wilson, 62 Whyte Avenue, Irvine, KA12 0EQ
 Mr William J McCready, 39 Brisbane Street, Greenock, PA16 8NR
 Mr Robert Stuart Lyon, 7 Clearmont Avenue, Newmilns, KA16 9ER
 Mrs Annie Small, 1 Willow Gardens, Stanecastle South, Irvine, KA11 1QY
 Mrs Hazel M D Morrison, Craigellachie, 108/110 Campbell Street, Wishaw, ML2 8HU
 Mrs Margaret Dickson, 177 Finnart Street, Greenock, PA16 8JA
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 Sgt Linden G Johnson Jr Rtd, 650 Permiter Road, Burke Veterans Parkway, Waynesboro, GA30830, U.S.A.
 Brigadier Alistair MacMillan DL, Skiff Cottage, Howwood, Johnstone, PA9 1AG
 Mr Alf Cranner, Bergemestervn 3, 3770 Kragero, Norway
 Mr Colin T Lewis, 30 Te Rama Place, Wainoni, Christchurch 8061, New Zealand
 Mrs Alison Hemmings, 3 Woodborough Road, London, SW15 6PX
 Mr Stewart R Houston, 21 Rowhead Terrace, Biggar, ML12 6DU
 Family Membership
 Mrs Kerry Burley, 164 Glasgow Road, Garrowhill, Glasgow, G69 6EU
 Mr & Mrs William & Jean Kerr, 35 Marle Park, Ayr, KA7 4RN
 Ms Alison Dunhill, 19 St Anne’s Walk, Welton, East Riding, HU15 1NP
 Mr Andrew Mushet, 13A Buclair Road, Bearsden, Glasgow
 Mr & Mrs Ian & Moira McIntyre, ‘Airds’, 273 Annan Road, Dumfries, DG1 3HF
 Mr Paul Eric Ross, 1920 W Jalisco Pl, Tucson, Arizona 85745-2159, U.S.A.
 Mr & Mrs Robert & Anna Farmer, 43 Eden Court, Cupar, Fife, KY15 5US
 Mr & Mrs George & Ellie Ellis, P.O.Box 480, Merrylands, New South Wales, Australia
 Mr Wilfred R I Lakie, 6A Kelso Street, Dundee, DD2 1SJ
 Mr & Mrs John & Moira Baird, 37 Hogarth Drive, Parklands, Glasgow, G32 6NU
 Mr & Mrs Andy & Irene McLaughlin, 6 Locher Way, Houston, Renfrewshire, PA6 7AH
 Club Membership
 Wellcroft Bowling Club No.2092
 Robert Burns Society of Maastricht No.2093
 Caledonian Society of London No.2094
 The Scottish Society of Jersey No.2095
 Corporate Membership
 none
 Re-Affiliation
 The Dublin Burns Club, No.146
 The Poosie Nansie Ladies Burns Club, Fife No.688
 Newmilns Burns Club No.900
 Robert Burns Club of Guildford No.952
 Lodge Liberton, Edinburgh No.1201
9. AOCB
 Letter from Jim McGregor – issues re conference passed to Conference convener.  JS will reply re membership 

fees.
 JS invited to judge Burns Humanitarian Award.  Met with John Cairney who will perform at RBBM event on 1st 

December.  JS suggested we offer John Cairney the title of Honorary President of RBWF – unanimous decision from 
the floor.  JS will now take this to the Board for approval.

 Gordon Jamieson in possession of Collinton Burns Club documents and chain of office.  Collinton BC was founded 
in 1907 and ran until 1974.  Resurrected in 1988 – 2005.  GJ will bring the items to RBWF office soon.

 Gordon Johnston
 Question Time 7pm???
 Margaret Morrall asked if Young Burnsians would be invited to Executive Meetings.  It was lovely to have Leona 

Evans at conference.  DB confirmed that the winner would be invited to conference each year.
10. Date of next meetings:
 Saturday 17th March 10am-3pm – Fife Association, full details tba
 Saturday 23rd June 10am-3pm – Lanarkshire Association, full details tba

Stop-Press. Latest 200 Club Draws
Held at March Executive Meeting, Cupar.

December 2011 1st 40,   Thomas Macfarlane,  2nd 13, Liverpool BC.
January 2012 1st 119, Bob Stewart, 2nd 69, Aberdeen BC. 

February 2012 1st 117,  John & Margaret Skilling, 2nd 190, Elaine Whitehead.
Quarterly Draw Grand Prize 184, Dumfries Ladies BC No.1.
March 2012 1st  163, Margaret Hopton 2nd 65, Isa Hanley.



The Robert Burns World Federation 
President 2011 - 2012, 

Jim Shields

New from the Federation

Order from the Federation office. admin@rbwf.org.uk Postage extra.  
Overseas buyers should specify if they require airmail or surface.

Manufactured in lightweight 
“Reiver”  worsted wool by 
Lochcarron  RRP £15.95, 

RBWF price £10.00

New Stock just in  

at Federation HQ  

High quality fine wool neck tie

Blazer Badge

Embroidered sewn-on badge  
with the Federation Coat of Arms

£ 10.00

Tea Towel

Iconic images and verse, black on white background
£4.00
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Making  
Teacakes  
for your  
enjoyment

Thomas Tunnock Ltd.,  
34 Old Mill Road, Uddingston G71 7HH   
Tel: 01698 813551 Fax: 01698 815691

Email: sales@tunnock.co.uk

www.tunnock.co.uk
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