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This is normally the newsletter which reports on the annual conference but unfortunately this was not 

possible because it became another casualty of the Covid pandemic. However, we were able to hold a 

virtual AGM and all the new office bearers were inaugurated. This edition includes biographies of Office 

Manager Anne O’Connor and Admin Assistant Lorraine Cheyne so that members have a better idea of the 

folk they are dealing with when they contact the office. Despite the challenges of working from home, they 

have managed to keep fully on top of their duties. I also draw your attention to the Global Burns Supper Map 

Project (p9) and encourage you to give it your support.                                                                                   Editor                                                                                                                                    

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New President Inaugurated  
 

The magnificent chain of office for the Robert Burns World Federation has 

been passed over to the new President Marc Sherland, not in the usual 

manner of a handover at a grand inaugural dinner but, rather, during a 

virtual AGM. Through the wonders of Zoom teleconferencing, the AGM was 

held on Saturday 19th September 2020 which, on the plus side, enabled wide 

representation from members across the globe who would not normally be 

able to attend.  

 

During the AGM Marc outlined his vision for the future of the Federation and 

in particular the need to attract more individual members as the number of 

Burns Clubs continues to decrease. A focus on youth development would be 

a key part of the strategy and, to highlight the point, members were treated 

to wonderful recitations by Young Burnsian of the Year, Liam Kearney, and 

songs by Euan Russell following the AGM.  

 

[More detail from the AGM and of the strategic plan for the future of the Federation will appear in the next 

newsletter and on the Federation’s website www.rbwf.org.uk] 
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O Poortith Cauld, and Restless Love 
O Poortith cauld, and restless love, 

Ye wrack my peace between ye; 

Yet Poortith a’ I could forgive 

 An ‘twere na for my Jeanie. 

 

O why should Fate sic pleasure have, 

 Life’s dearest bands untwining? 

Or why sae sweet a flower as love, 

 Depend on Fortune’s shining?  

 

This warld’s wealth when I think on, 

 Its pride, and a’ the lave o’t; 

My curse on silly coward man, 

That he should be the slave o’t.  

Robert Burns 1793 

 

 

by Robert Burns  1788 

 

 

Newsletter Editor - Mike Duguid (Literature 

Convenor)   

 

Email mike.duguid026@googlemail.com  Tel:  01557 

860040 
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Annual Conference (cont’d) 

 
Henry Cairney moves up to become the Senior Vice President. Henry is an 

Ayrshire man and went to school in Irvine attending Loudon Primary, Loudon 

Montgomery and Irvine Royal Academy. He also spent many years before 

moving to Canada as a musician, playing accordion and keyboards in various 

bands, playing and singing many of Robert Burn’s songs in many settings 

including Burns suppers. He arranges and composes the songs for the Calgary 

Burns Club Singers. He retired in August 2018 as a Director of Engineering from 

Suncor Energy in Calgary Alberta Canada after 47 years in engineering, with 

the last 32 years in various management roles. He is a Life member of Irvine 

Burns Club, a member of Medicine Hat Burns Club, President of the Calgary 

Burns Club for a second time and is President of the Robert Burns Association of 

North America (RBANA). He is also the compiler, publisher and Editor-in chief 

of the Calgary Burns Club’s ‘Calgary Clavers’ newsletter.  

Henry has been married to Shona for the past 47 years, and they have a son and a daughter and 5 

grandchildren. 

 

New Junior Vice President Looks to the Future 

 
The new Junior Vice President of the Federation is a professional opera singer, 

Alan Beck. Born in Bellshill, he is a native of Lanarkshire, but since 2004 has 

made Greenock his home, living there with his wife Polly and sons Adam and 

Reuben.  

 

He studied at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama (now the Royal 

Conservatoire of Scotland) and later won the entrance scholarship to the 

Postgraduate Opera Course at the Royal Northern College of Music. As well as 

having been principal tenor with various orchestras across Europe, Alan 

founded the three-tenor group Caladon and has toured across the world 

performing Burns’ songs.  He is the immediate past-President of the Greenock 

Burns Club and is currently studying for a PhD at Glasgow University 

examining the early formation of the Burns Movement.  

 

He believes that education must be at the heart of the future of the Federation and the wider Burns 

Movement. He writes, “With my professional experience, great enthusiasm and creative energy, I would be 

delighted to devote my attention and focus to the service of the Robert Burns World Federation. Indeed, I 

would relish the privilege of helping to develop this wonderful organisation which, for so long, has been the 

main inspiration and motivation behind the Burns Movement. 

 

Tamfest 2020 
 

Where in the world is Robert Burns? From 1st – 12th October. Use Twitter 

to send a photo, details and location of Statues of the famous Scotsman, 

Robert Burns or references to his work in physical form, including GPS or 

‘what3words’ using the hashtag #RabBurnsWorld.  

 

Lecturing Tam - Wednesday 7th October @ 7pm ~ on the importance of the 

Tam story in modern society and his influences on literature, music and art 

by Bill Dawson, Editor of the Burns Chronicle.  

 

Tam the Glorious Saturday 10th Oct. 

An International Competition of the best ‘Glorious Tam’ recitation through 

Zoom. Judged by a panel of experts. 

  

To participate contact: admin@rbwf.org.uk 
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Annual Brow Well Commemorative Service  

  
“As newly installed President of Dumfries & Galloway Burns Association (DGBA), I was very much looking 

forward to my first official duty, to oversee the Brow Well ceremony, which this year was to be held on 

Wednesday 22nd July. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 and following current government guidelines the 

ceremony & wreath laying had to be very low key, which was extremely disappointing as this would have 

been the 75th anniversary of DGBA laying a wreath at the Brow Well. 

 

However, when Emma Harper MSP made a suggestion at our virtual AGM to record a message to share on 

social media to commemorate this important date in the Burns calendar, I was determined to look into this 

more to see how we could make this possible.  I spoke with Emma and our executive committee and we 

started planning in earnest. Our immediate Past President Russell Williamson put forward the poem “Man 

was made to Mourn", as being most relevant to Burns's visits to the well when he was staring ruin in the face, 

and it contains lots of sage advice relative today's pandemic. We really wanted to include as many people 

who would normally be involved in the ceremony to take part, as well as local dignitaries, who have always 

been great supporters of our events over the years.  

 

I contacted all the member clubs, local dignitaries and Burnsians inviting them to take part. The response 

from the region has been phenomenal, we have 39 people, with 35 reading lines from the poem, including a 

representative of every member club from DGBA; local politicians & VIPS; past presidents & youngsters 

representing DGBA schools’ competition.  

 

We also have eulogy by Bill Nolan past president RBWF. A Blessing 

by Rev. Gerald Moule, a History of Burns and the Brow Well 

by Professor Gerard Carruthers and a piper’s lament by Callum 

Watson. Special thanks go to Emma's husband Robertson, who has 

worked tirelessly to edit all the clips and put them together on our 

behalf. 

 

Although initially disappointed when we had to cancel this important 

event, I soon realised how memorable & special our message will 

be, not only to those who have taken part but for those who watched 

it.  Since the message has been aired it has been shared all around 

the world, and I have received many emails congratulating us. 

We have come together as a region in these difficult times to 

celebrate the live of Robert Burns and to honour his death in such a 

unique & special way that will be remembered in years to come.”                                                       

 

[Fiona Evans: President-Dumfries & Galloway Burns Association] 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WUU-RdJvO6Q&list=PLQ4bQQHnWbpe4RFjp2KbL6OUP0Z75jiRf This clip shows 

President Fiona’s introduction, the Address by Immediate Past President of the Robert Burns World Federation Bill Nolan 

and a prayer and blessing by Rev. Gerard Moule. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p425xT8mZo8&list=PLQ4bQQHnWbpe4RFjp2KbL6OUP0Z75jiRf&index=2 This 

video is of a talk by Professor Gerard Carruthers about Burns’s last days and the Poem Man Was Made to Mourn. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qaKW51c9bZM&list=PLQ4bQQHnWbpe4RFjp2KbL6OUP0Z75jiRf&index=3  Man 

was made to Mourn performed by various reciters. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0RZaCJe3u0&list=PLQ4bQQHnWbpe4RFjp2KbL6OUP0Z75jiRf&index=4  

President Fiona laying the wreath.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=295786104820663&extid=6ALctcpE1TQA1TFU Border TV programme about the 

Brow Well with reporter Sandy McCracken.  
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What Killed Burns - and What Did Not? 

 
The Brow Well Commemorative Service often generates the question about what caused the death of Burns 

at such a young age. Who better to answer the question than an eminent Burns scholar and medical 

Professor Emeritus? Professor David Purdie, co-author of the Burns Encyclopaedia and former Clinical Sub-

Dean of the Leeds University medical school delivered a talk to the Edinburgh History of Medicine Group at 

the Royal College of Physicians in January 2011 which presented a comprehensive analysis of the topic. A 

recording of the excellent talk is available on Utube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETp9AkBSzoY 

 

Doric Board Supports Trio of Books 

 
A trio of books celebrating the richness and diversity of North East heritage has recently hit the shelves, 

thanks to the support of The Doric Board. 

 

The Doric Board (North-East Tradition and Language - NETAL) inaugural round of grant awards were made 

earlier this year and gave financial assistance ranging from £250 to £1000 to projects to help them promote 

Doric culture and heritage.  

 

The first to reach fruition was a new book by author and playwright Mike Gibb 

entitled: “Forgotten Heroines of the North East” which chronicles the lives and times 

of a selection of remarkable local women who made their mark on the world in 

various ways. They include Aberdeen-born missionary Mary Slessor, scientist and 

suffragette supporter Maria Ogilvie-Gordon from Monymusk, world-famous 

Aberdeen born opera star Mary Garden and author and Hollywood screenwriter 

Lorna Moon. 

 

Also assisted was a new, annotated edition of the collected poems 

of Dufftown-born Mary Symon whose work, particularly that 

dealing with the impact and aftermath of the Great War has been much admired but out 

of print for many years.  The new volume includes a preface by Fred Freeman and a 

critical introduction by Ian Spring, placing Symon squarely in the midst of the early 20th 

century revival of Scots and comparing her to the likes of Charles Murray, Violet Jacob 

and Hugh MacDiarmid. 

 

Completing the hat-trick of publications supported is: “The Hail 

Clamjamfry,” a collection of 21 Doric poems and 18 English poems 

from 13 writing groups across the region, plus contributions from 

guest writers Sheena Blackhall and Douglas Kynoch.  The book was 

edited by Duncan Lockerbie and Eddie Gibbons 

 

Doric Board Chair, Frieda Morrison added: “The volume of applications received this 

year is a clear indication of the interest in and vibrancy of Doric in the 21st century.  We 

were delighted that we were able to support these important projects which provide a 

snapshot of the rich tapestry of our cultural landscape and we hope that others will be 

inspired to put forward their ideas when the next round of award applications opens on 

the 4th of September. 

 

“Forgotten Heroines of the North East” by Mike Gibb is available from mikegibb32@outlook.com, 

“Collected Poems – Mary Symon” is available from info@rymour.com and “The Hail Clamjamfry” is 

available from tangletreepress@gmail.com 

 

 

To find out more about The Doric Board, contact Frieda Morrison, or Gordon Hay 

on email info@doricboard.com or see website www.doricboard.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Page 4 of 12 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETp9AkBSzoY
mailto:mikegibb32@outlook.com
mailto:info@rymour.com
mailto:tangletreepress@gmail.com
mailto:info@doricboard.com
http://www.doricboard.com/


 

 

 

Ayrshire Association of Burns Clubs Keep Busy During Lockdown 

 
Alloway Burns Club tried out something new on 25th July, our first ever Virtual Friendship Evening. Lots of 

club members managed to take videos of themselves performing and then posting their “party pieces” on 

to our Web Master Bob Thomson who did a brilliant job putting it altogether. A video the evening can be 

seen on the Club website  https://www.allowayburnsclub.org.uk/     

 

All in all, it was a great success. So much so we have decided to hold a Virtual Inter Club Night on 18th 

September and are hoping for lots of clubs to come and join in on that evening. Keep an eye on the website 

for further details.  

 

Ayr Burns Club Honoured the Memory of our Bard, paying tribute 

during the Anniversary of his death. President Dr. Robbie 

McMahon and Immediate Past President, Kathleen Davey, placed 

floral tributes on behalf of their Members and also, The Ayrshire 

Association of Burns Clubs, the Robert Burns World Federation, 

and lovers of the Bard worldwide.  

Kathleen placed a single Jacobite Rose with thistles, on behalf of 

General Raj Mehta (retired) of the Indian Army, a great Burns lover, 

honouring his faithful bi-annual tribute to Robert Burns. 

Due to Covid restrictions, the usual ceremony hosted by Ayr Burns 

Club had to be cancelled, and the Club felt that something had to 

be done on behalf of the Faithful who attend the bi- annual 

commemorative services. Our Provost leads usually, representing 

the People of Ayr, with MP Alan Dorans, MSP John Scott, with local 

regular Councillors.  

 

We include our very own first International branch of Ayr Burns 

Club of Ozark Mountains, Missouri, and the folks of the Auld Toun 

who come along to honour their Bard.  

 

Vandalism at Leglen Wood 

While visiting Leglen Wood, Margaret and I were horrified to find 

someone had dumped a pile of rubbish near the monument and 

looking around, we saw lots more scattered about.  More 

seriously, we found a stone had been dislodged from the plinth 

around the monument.  A day or so later we went back with 

Margaret’s brother-in-law and while he recemented the stone 

back in place, Margaret bagged the rubbish and I started 

trimming back bushes which were obscuring the entrance gate. 

The next day another Alloway 

Burns Club member, Andy 

Moynihan, joined us and while he 

swept all the leaves from the 

path, Margaret and I finished 

clearing branches round the obscured gate and entrance.  Then we all 

finished pruning up the pathway from the gate to the monument before 

sitting in the warm sunshine to admire our handiwork.  The following day I 

went up alone to paint the gate.  Luckily, the weather held fine and sunny. 

Remaining work will be completed soon.                                    [John Skilling]  
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‘Rabbie – Scotland’s Superstar’ a New Production 

 

Rabbie tells the story of the life and times of Robert Burns written by the late 

Andrew Dallmeyer, one of Scotland’s leading dramatists and three-time 

Fringe First Award winner. Andrew said of his work, “This big, bold, brash 

production distils the essence of Burns’ life and paradoxical personality through 

his poetry, music and poignant wit.” Advisers to the script and music included 

David Purdie, Editor of the Burns Encyclopaedia and various experts on the 

music of Burns’s day. The Captivate Theatre, Edinburgh will be staging the 

musical as follows:  

 

FRI 22 JAN TO SAT 23 JAN 2021 7:30pm, Matinee Sat 2:30pm Age: 14+ 

THE STUDIO BOX OFFICE: 0131 529 6000 

https://www.capitaltheatres.com/whats-on/rabbie-scotlands-superstar 

 

Dates for the performance in Glasgow are yet to be announced but follow: 

https://webstersglasgow.com  

Book Review – The Mystery of “Mar’se Eddie” in the Shire - A Biography of Edgar Allan 

Poe’s Scottish Connections. 

In Volume 1 and Volume 2 of a biography of Edgar Allan Poe’s Scottish 

Connections author Robert Densmore Brill and assisted by Grace K. 

Kenmotsu there is a treasure chest of information collected and collated 

on this wide-ranging subject. 

In the preface the words of the co-authors state “It is not the intention to 

attempt, in condensed form, a critical estimate of the great figure whose 

semblance at least, walks through the pages of this work.” An accurate 

description and the dedication in researching and collating the contents 

reveals facts and figures, countless quotes and illustrations all with 

information about many sources. Edgar Allan Poe and his life and times 

flow from the copious 889 pages. 

References to the poetry of Robert Burns– a relative of Edgar Allan Poe – 

appear in the books reflecting the genuine admiration of the sentiments 

expressed. 

Chapters consist of “Surveys” specifically named The Kilmarnock 

Survey, and subsequent surveys of Irvine, Greenock, Galloway and Dundonald.  Within each “Survey 

Chapter” there is a wealth of detail touching on local aspects.  The core theme is Edgar Allan Poe but many 

local side issues of history are woven expertly in to the fabric of the overall story. 

Edgar Allan Poe is credited with being one of the authors associated with the creation of the modern 

detective story and Bob Brill has used his investigation skills in a military career and in civilian life.   No 

stone is left unturned as he guides the reader through historical times.                                    [Murdo Morrison] 

Professor Steve Adams University of Duluth, Minnesota writes:  “You make a very strong case for “the effect 

of the Scots’ culture and her people upon the developing psyche of wee Eddie Poe.”  I learned so much, not 

only about Poe but also about Burns and other Scottish writers (Hogg, MacPherson, Galt).  I wish your work 

had been available during my teaching days.  Your discoveries and insights would have enriched my 

efforts to share with students an appreciation and understanding of Poe’s works.”  

[Although the book is identified as: ISBN  978-0-9893752-0-7, it was self-published by the author and his 

partner Grace K Kenmotsu and may be hard to find by normal internet searching. For enquiries about the 

book please contact the author directly at bobbrill699@gmail.com  Ed]  
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Friendship Tiles  

 

Commemorate anything you want, from the 
election of a new Club President, to the 
memory or celebration of someone, or an 
anniversary of someone or something of 
note. 

Each tile raises funds to secure and develop 
the services of the Federation both in 
Headquarters in Kilmarnock and as part of 
our Outreach and Education Programmes. 

The ceramic tiles will be fixed to panels on 
the wall in Headquarters. 

Text on the Friendship Tile is chosen by the 
purchaser (there is a limit of 16 characters 
on each of 3 lines). Each tile costs £30, plus 
postage and packaging, should the purchaser 
choose to have the tile posted to them.  

Every tile is decorated with a silhouette of Robert Burns in profile. 

Purchase Form 
I would like to purchase a fund-raising tile - Name:         

Address___                  Tel Number        

       Mobile Number       

      Email         

Only £30-Pay through your bank by BACS transfer: Sort Code 80-08-53: Use Reference TILE: Account No 00856523 or by 

cheque payable to ‘The Robert Burns World Federation Ltd’ 

 

PLEASE HAVE THE DETAILS SHOWN BELOW ENGRAVED ON MY TILE. 

There is a MAXIMUM OF 16 LETTERS (INCLUDING SPACES) PER LINE & 3 LINES PER TILE 

INSCRIPTION LINE 1 

 

INSCRIPTION LINE 2 

 

INSCRIPTION LINE 3      

 

Signed                        Date     /       / 

Please return the completed form with remittance to: The Robert Burns World Federation Ltd, 3A John Dickie 

Street, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland, KA1 1HW                                Email admin@rbwf.org.uk 
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A Squatter o Bairnrhymes  
 

This is riotous poetry book written in braid Scots, by a leading Ayrshire-born Scots Poet, Stuart A Paterson. 

 

Neatly divided up into sections that deal with 'Craturs, Fowk, Oot There, Wirds 

and the catchall, Mairrhymes,' it is a joy to dip into and revel in the language. 

Also, to add to the enjoyment, there are a number of black and white 

illustrations which are apt and beautifully drawn by Zack Fummey. 

 

A personal favourite is ‘Pairts o The Body’ which lists in Scots parts of the body 

from the neb on the face to the taes on the feet.  

 

It’s often claimed that a language to be declared such, must offer the numbers from 

one to ten and must name the nature and environment around it and Stuart proves 

that the Scots Leid can do this with aplomb. 

 

A useful glossary at the back of the book provides the meaning of particular 

words. Who would have known that a ‘hedgehog’ is a ‘hurcheon’ in Scots?                                                                                            

 

Published by Tippermuir Books Ltd ISBN 978-1-9164778-7-2                                                          [Marc Sherland]  

 

Camperdown and its Founding Scots 
 

John Menzies, President of the Camperdown Burns Club and newly appointed as the Federation’s Director 

for the Pacific Rim region, has kindly donated to the Federation’s archive a copy of Scotland to Australia 

Felix    

 

Australia Felix (Latin for "fortunate Australia" or "happy Australia") was an 

early name given to the lush pasture in parts of western Victoria by the 

explorer Thomas Mitchell in 1836 during his third expedition.  

 

The reports of excellent farming land from Mitchell's return to Sydney with 

the news, started a land rush. This book is essentially the story of the 

pioneers who were part of that land rush and settled in the Camperdown 

Area. In the fifteen years following the establishment of Melbourne in 1835, 

it is estimated that more that 60% of the new arrivals were of Scottish 

descent.   

 

The great motivator for the book was the realisation that the oldest statue of 

Burns in the world was in Camperdown and following restoration work on 

the statue in 2012 a Burns Festival was launched to recognise the 

significance of the statue. Part of the Festival was the publication by the 

local history society of booklets about the pioneering Scots who played 

such a significant part in the development of the Camperdown district.     

 

As a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, the annual Camperdown Robert Burns Festival had to take place 

as a virtual event which can be seen at: https://camperdownburnsfestival.com.au. Featured is a talk by the 

Camperdown and District Historical Society which demonstrates just how much revived interest in all things 

Scottish has been generated since the discovery of the importance of the Burns statue.   

There is also fiddle and pipe music, songs by Burns and other Scots, Highland and Cape Breton dancing 

demonstrations as well as an insight into dance costume in Australia. Other talks include: “The legacy of 

Camperdown Scots and the Manifold family in Australian horse racing,” by Dr Andrew Lemon; “The legacy 

of Scottish Engineers Telford and McAdam to Australian Roads,” by David Jellie; and, “Vision and 

Patronage: Eugene von Guérard and the Scots of the Western District,” in which Dr Ruth Pullin examines the 

pioneering artwork of the western district of Victoria by this Viennese-born artist.  
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Putting the Global Burns Supper on the Map 

In February 2020, the Centre for Robert Burns Studies (University of Glasgow) launched a two-year 

research venture about the history, geography, and cultural influence of Burns Suppers around the world. 

Eight months later, and despite the ongoing pandemic, research is already yielding important results likely 

to hold every Burnsian’s attention.  

Part of this project, led by Burns expert, 

Professor Gerard Carruthers, involves the 

creation of an interactive map, inventorying 

contemporary Burns Suppers and detailing 

their menus, setting, entertainments, and 

orders of ceremony. This is the broadest, most 

detailed record of Burns Night activities ever 

made to this day. Currently in its draft stage, 

the map is already impressive; it compiles 

information about more than 2,000 events, 

spreading across the six continents and 150 

countries.  

From Burns clubs and international Caledonian 

societies to Scottish country dance groups, 

pipe bands, museums, theatres, masonic lodges, political groups, village halls, parishes, charities, 

humanitarian associations, hotels, restaurants, sports clubs, and British embassies, the contemporary Burns 

Supper is a truly diverse, multicultural, and universal phenomenon. As such, the time had come to establish 

its global footprint, displaying the strength, numbers, creativity, and good spirit of 21st century Burnsians. 

The official release date for the map, on CRBS’s website and on social media, will take place in January 

2021.   

To accompany the release of this ground-breaking overview of the 21st century Burns movement, the 

Centre for Robert Burns Studies and the Communication & Media teams of the University of Glasgow are 

also planning an online event to mark Burns Night 2021. 

They will invite all Burnsians, in Scotland and abroad, 

including all hosts of Burns celebrations featuring on the 

map, to share at least one picture of their supper on social 

media (or via email) by using the hashtag 

#VirtualBurnsNight. At a time when COVID-19 might halt 

Burns Night activities in various parts of the world, this 

event offers a great opportunity to bring together the global 

community of Burnsians, asserting the bard’s message of humanity, friendship, and care.  

All photos shared during this online event will then be put together and presented as part of a unique 

collage, showcasing the density and diversity of the global Burns movement. A potential unveiling date for 

this artwork would be 21st July 2021 —on the 220th anniversary of the first Burns Supper.  

The Robert Burns World Federation as well as all federated clubs and societies form the backbone of 

today’s Burns movement. Every member’s participation to these upcoming, exciting projects will be critical 

to ensure Burns’s message of hope can be heard in such challenging times.  

More details and announcements will follow in our next newsletter. In the meantime, you can already get in 

touch with the Centre for Robert Burns Studies by emailing Dr Paul Malgrati (Research Assistant on this 

project) at Paul.Malgrati@glasgow.ac.uk      
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Biography – Anne O’Connor, RBWF Office Manager 

 
“I started in the post of Office Manager with RBWF in early March of this year. For the first few weeks I 

worked in the offices at Headquarters in Kilmarnock, but unfortunately on the 23rd of March the UK went into 

lockdown due to the Pandemic, and I have been working from home ever since. 

 

My background is mainly administration, office management and secretarial 

work and I have been fortunate enough to work locally in Ayrshire for most of 

my working life. I have held a variety of posts throughout the years in both the 

private and public sector.  

 

I left school in 1975 and decided that I should attend Ayr Technical College to 

study secretarial skills. I worked in a solicitor’s office and with the NHS from 

1976 until 1981. After having my family and returning to work, I realised that 

my skills were a bit out of date so it was back to Ayr College where I gained 

an HND in Secretarial Studies. 

 

In 1989, I re-entered the world of full-time employment and found work as a 

Training Officer with an employment training company where I met very many interesting people, trainers 

and trainees, all of whom were grateful to be either in employment or learning new skills.  

 

I went on to manage a General Practice for several years where I worked with a great team of 

administrators, doctors, nurses and community staff. Again, there was much to learn and with over 9,000 

patients in the Practice, there was never a dull moment. 

 

My two wonderful children were growing up and preparing for university when I moved into the Care 

Sector as a Care Co-ordinator. I enjoyed visiting clients in their homes to advise and agree the best care 

package for their needs. The work was rewarding and I was proud to be involved in the care setting. 

 

I had a spell managing the offices of a newly established construction company and despite the pressures 

involved, the work was exciting. My colleagues were what can only be described as ‘characters’. These 

were very happy days. 

 

My children completed their university degrees and found good jobs locally, moving onwards and upwards 

to jobs in Glasgow as time went by. I continued to work mainly as a secretary or administrator, although I 

did occasionally have to adapt my working life to help with Mum and Dad whose health and welfare 

became one of my top priorities. 

 

It is good now to be working at RBWF and to be learning so much about Robert Burns and the Burns’ 

Community. I enjoy contributing to an organisation whose mission is to advance the knowledge and 

education of people, in Scotland and internationally, about the life, poetry and works of Robert Burns and 

the Scots Language.” 

 

Covington Mains Wreath Laying  

 
Despite the pandemic LABC President Eric Budgell laying the wreath at 

Covington Mains on Sunday 5 July. Complying with regulations He was 

accompanied by Lanarkshire Association of Burns Clubs (LABC) Vice 

President Lesley McDonald, Larkhall Burns Club President Tom McDonald 

and LABC Schools Convener Kay Blair.  

 

Grateful thanks to Fauldhouse and Crofthead ‘Young Team’ for upkeep and 

cleaning of the cairn. What a marvellous job they do year in, year out.  
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Sad Loss of Proud Australian-Scot from Camperdown  

 
Chris Maguire, who died in a car accident on 2 Sep 2020, was a jolly 

and big-hearted fellow whose catch phrase was ‘Australian born with 

Scottish roots’. These origins saw him enthusiastically embrace 

everything, extending from his own family, his kitchen, his farm 

(Highland Coos everywhere), and the community, with friendships 

across Australia and beyond, all with a tartan flavour. Few 

community volunteers could match his record, and this   was all done 

in his inimitable self-deprecating style. Amongst his roles were 

Secretary of Camperdown`s Robert Burns Scottish Festival, and 

Burns Club, treasurer of the Pacific Rim Association of Burns Clubs, 

and active involvement in the Victorian Scottish Union. He previously 

led the establishment of the Camperdown tourist information centre, 

and contributed to the Camperdown Pastoral and Agricultural 

Society, and Rotary Sunday Markets. 

 

Camperdown showed its respect and fondness for Chris with the Saltire flying at half-mast from the Clock 

Tower and a piper playing in the Town Square on the day of his funeral. We express our sincere 

sympathy is expressed to his wife Christine, and children Adam, Rhiannon and Sarah, and their families.                                                                                                                                                                                            

[Dr John Menzies] 

 

Biography – Lorraine Cheyne   Office Administrator for RBWF  

 
“I have worked in Administration for almost 20 years, although before that while 

my two children were growing up, I did care work, worked in retail and 

anything that I could do part time to allow me time to bring up my family. 

At the tender age of 38 I decided it was time to make a change and so decided to 

go back to full time education to gain qualifications. I attended Kilmarnock 

College for 2 years to gain my NC & HNC in computing, which would allow me a 

better way of life for myself and my family moving forward.  I was the oldest in 

the class I might add, which was very intimidating, but I wanted to make a 

change and knew I could only do that by educating myself.  I gained passes with 

Merit and was so proud of myself. 

I worked as admin assistant for a landscaping and building company, and stayed with them for 10 years.  

Desperate to gain as much knowledge and experience as possible I then worked for two other companies, 

one of which I managed gas and electrical engineers’ daily workload. What an experience.  

I love administration work, and I am so excited to be working for the RBWF.  I am very proud to be Scottish 

and love having the opportunity to help the organisation share the knowledge, educating people at home 

and around the world about Robert Burns, the Scottish language and all things Scottish. 

I have two grown children; my daughter and her husband have twins. Two months after they were born, my 

son had his little boy so I now have 3 x 5-year old grandkids whom I absolutely adore.”   

 

Obituary - Donald R Urquhart 
 

As well as being a past-President of the Robert Burns World Federation and 

of the Burns Howff Club, Donald Urquhart was a founder member and first 

chairman of Friends of Ellisland, a position he held from 1998 to 2006.  

 

He remained a committee member until 2017 when he retired for health 

reasons. He worked tirelessly both in a managerial role but also physically 

as part of the ‘Wednesday Gang’ working party. He used his skills to obtain 

funding and as an ex-local councillor he knew the way the council operated 

and the different departments to approach. Donald gave the Immortal 

Memory at the first Ellisland Burns Supper and over the years he fulfilled all the speaking roles with great 

aplomb, employing his dry sense of humour to good effect. Past President of the. Donald donated his Burns 

books to the Crichton Campus Library in Dumfries. A great family man, he will be sadly missed.  

I held Donald in the highest regard and found him straightforward and open.                       [Maureen Milton]    
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Do You Know the Next Burns Humanitarian? 
 

The Robert Burns Humanitarian Award (RBHA), supported by South Ayrshire 

Council, recognises courage, commitment, inspiration and hands-on 

humanitarian efforts from people of any nationality, race, age or gender. 

 We are looking for nominations for those who have saved, improved or 

enriched the lives of others or society as a whole, through personal self-

sacrifice, selfless service or direct humanitarian work. It doesn’t have to be 

someone you know; it could be someone you’ve read about, someone you’ve 

seen on TV, or someone you’ve long admired.  

 The current winner, Josh Littlejohn, MBE, is the co-founder 

of Social Bite which was set up in 2012. Social Bite is a 

chain of sandwich/coffee shops that offer 100% of their 

profits to good causes. Each year, the Social Bite shops 

give more than 140,000 free items of healthy food to 

vulnerable people. Josh also established the Social Bite 

Fund which has helped provide accommodation to people 

affected by homelessness. In 2016 he received an MBE for 

services to social enterprise and entrepreneurship in 

Scotland. 

 As well as gaining the prestigious RBHA 2021 title, the 

winner will receive the equivalent of 1759 guineas 

(approximately £1,800). This sum signifies the year of the Bard's birth and the coinage in circulation at the 

time. 

 Councillor Peter Henderson, Chair of the RBHA judging panel, said: "Robert Burns was passionate about 

making a difference and championed equality for all.   

 “The Robert Burns Humanitarian Award allows us to recognise the efforts of people who want to change 

lives for the better.  

 “This prestigious award acknowledges those who are fervent about their beliefs and strive to make 

positive changes, and I’d encourage you to take this opportunity to recognise these individuals.” 

 Nominations for the RBHA 2021 can be made online at www.robertburnsaward.com until Monday 28 

September 2020, 4pm. The 2021 RBHA winner will be announced on Monday 25 January 2021. 

 

Federation Sponsor, Isle of Arran Distillery, Reopens for Visitors 

 
“The doors to our Lochranza Visitor Centre have re-opened and we are pleased to 

be welcoming visitors in to our Arran Malt Gift Shop once again, 7 days a week.  The 

facilities that we have on offer at the moment are our gift shop (where you can also 

enjoy a little taster of our whiskies to try before you buy!) and our toilets are also 

open for those Our tastings have started back up again and there is one every day, 

Monday to Friday only at either 12pm or 2.30pm. You can read more about these 

tastings here. 

The Lagg Visitor Centre gift shop reopened on Tuesday 21st July at 10am and as of 

Monday 3rd August opening hours are back to full time summer hours - 7 days a 

week 10am - 5.30pm. Our reception is open and please e-mail any enquiries you 

have to info@laggwhisky.com” 
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