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This issue features an eclectic mix of articles with many reflecting the excellent efforts of the Federation to 

engage with members through virtual events and by the development of the ‘Thomas Tunnock Lifelong 

Learning Centre’ which will transform the Headquarters building into an exciting venue for multiple events. 

More details will be published in the July edition of the newsletter. Unfortunately, the issue also carries a 

number of obituaries of some of the great stalwarts of the Burns movement who rightly deserve to have their 

various contributions properly recognised. However, there is plenty in the edition to suggest Burnsians are 

still very active and making the most of this challenging situation and looking forward to a resumption of 

events with renewed vigour.                                                                                                                                            Ed 

   Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burns Chronicle   

 The successful launch of the Burns Chronicle as an Edinburgh University Press 

journal continues to demonstrate its place at the forefront of disseminating 

information on current Burns research and recent Burns-related publications. As 

the journal remains the key publication of the RBWF, the editorial team are keen 

that the Federation membership continue to be as involved in contributing content 

as they have always been. Articles to be considered for publication can be sent 

using the 'Submit an Article' link on the journal's EUP webpage at 

https://euppublishing.com/loi/burns. We would also like to invite members 

interested in being added to our list of potential book reviewers to get in touch. If 

this interests you, drop an email to Reviews Editor Dr Moira Hansen at 

moira.hansen@glasgow.ac.uk including your name and any particular areas of 

interest or expertise you have. Moira is also always happy to receive suggestions 

of publications for review, whether new/upcoming releases or older texts which 

may have not have been covered previously by the Chronicle. 
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Dainty Davie 
 

Now rosy May comes in wi' flowers, 

To deck her gay, green spreading bowers; 

And now comes in my happy hours, 

To wander wi' my Davie. 

 

Chorus 

Meet me on the warlock knowe, 

Dainty Davie, Dainty Davie; 

There I'll spend the day wi' you, 

My ain dear dainty Davie. 
  

 

 

by Robert Burns    1793     

 

 

Newsletter Editor -Mike Duguid  (Literature Convenor)   
 

Email literature@rbwf.org.uk  Tel:  01557 860040 
 
To unsubscribe please email  admin@rbwf.org.uk  
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My Scottish Heart 
 
Auld Lang Syne, perhaps the most famous song in the world, is not often heard in its original tune. Evelyn 

Laurie, a singer and songwriter from Paisley, reckons it's lovelier than the one we're more familiar with and 

has recorded her version along with several other Scottish songs from the 18th and 19th centuries in a soon-

to-be released album. 

 

It is said that Burns wrote the words down after hearing an old man singing it in 

Dumfries. He added a few verses and set them to a 16th century tune. It was 

only after Burns' death that the tune was changed. Says Evelyn: "I think the 

original tune more poignantly conveys the importance of remembering good 

times and sharing a "cup of kindness" - especially in the dark days that we have 

all experienced recently." 

 

Her recording was used to close the recent RBWF 

Burns' supper. Evelyn's album includes two songs by 

Paisley's weaver poet, Robert Tannahill, a 

contemporary and huge admirer of Burns. "Braes of Balquhidder" became the 

basis of the later "Wild Mountain Thyme" (often erroneously attributed to 

Tannahill) and the delightful "Fly we to some desert isle" assumes that even a 

desert isle would have heather in which to wander! Also featured is The Loch Tay 

Boat Song, penned by Sir Harold Boulton, who wrote the Skye Boat Song. Original 

song, "My Scottish Heart", the title of the album, is about the Clearances. 

 

Evelyn says: "There are so many wonderful old Scottish songs that are almost forgotten now. I wanted to 

bring some of them back to life in ways that will, I hope, appeal to a wide audience of Scots, here and 

abroad, and to music fans across genres." 

 

Follow Evelyn's progress on her Facebook page www.facebook.com/EvelynLaurieMusic  or website 

www.evelynlaurie.com  

Get the track here https://evelynlaurie.bandcamp.com/track/auld-lang-syne  

 

Wull Kirk – Obituary 
 

Wull Kirk, Hon member and Hon Past President of Fauldhouse and Crofthead Burns Club and active 

member of The Bessie Burns Club in Armadale had the distinction of being one of the most respected 

Burnsians’ I have had the privilege to know. 

 

 

When Wull turned 90 a surprise birthday party was held and Burns Cronies 

travelled for far and wide to join in the celebrations and his old friend Jim 

Bowes, PP Fauldhouse and Crofthead and also actively involved in The Bessie 

was able on that evening to pay a “Marvellous Tribute to a Special Man” some 

of which I have used in these notes. 

Wull was born on 7th November 1927 in the small Lanarkshire village of 

Tarbrax. His father worked in the local shale industry before taking up farming, 

a career in which Wull was to follow.  

In 1969 Wull was to marry his own “Bonnie Jean” and together they had three 

daughters. Wull retired in 1998 and moved to Linlithgow. 

 

Wull was a gifted speaker with a knowledge and enthusiasm for the works of 

Burns. He rarely missed a meeting of either of his Clubs, indeed the harmony at 

a meeting at the F+C rarely started without Wull being first on the floor to give 

one of his many recitations. Anyone who knew Wull would always be amazed at his readings, with all our 

classic Burns works being committed to memory. His favourites, such as Address to the Deil and The Holy 

Fair, his duet recital with his Brother-in-Law Graham Hamilton of The Death of Dr Hornbook and his Holy  
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Wull Kirk (cont’d) 

 
Willie’s Prayer were the pinnacle of many a Burns Supper. Wull’s first Burns Supper 

was aged 17 and in 1947 he started to perform the works of Burns. Just a few years 

ago Wull was given special recognition for his participation in well over 1000 Burns 

Suppers. 

 

I personally just loved the way Wull delivered his many readings. His rendition of 

Tam o’ Shanter delivered with his distinctive old Scots Farmers’ brogue was second 

to none. 

He was an active Freemason and very many Masonic Suppers will never be the 

same without Wull’s participation. It is very sad that the current pandemic meant 

Wull, like many, was unable to get to any suppers in what, at 93, was to prove to be 

his final year  

Wull loved life, had a wicked sense of humour and he just loved a risqué joke or 

story. He will be greatly missed by all Burnsians but will be specially missed by his 

Bonnie Jean, daughters Margaret, Hazel and Catherine and all his family. 

Rest in Peace Wull, you will never be forgotten.              [RBWF PP Bobby Kane] 
 

 

Burns Statue Revisited 
 

The November 2014 issue of the newsletter carried the story of a white, cast iron statue of Burns which had 

been discovered in a compost heap in Durban, South Africa. Interestingly, the statue featured in a recent 

episode of Antiques Roadshow filmed at the National Trust for Scotland’s Culzean Castle, just down the road 

from the village of Alloway where Burns was born.  

The statue was designed and sculpted by Royal Scottish Academy 

member David Watson Stevenson and cast in six parts in the 

McFarlane Saracen Foundry in Glasgow about 1907. The base of the 

statue is inscribed with a quote Burns's poem A Man’s a Man for a’ 

That.  

The current owners, Paul and Alexandra Morris of Alloway, 

revealed that it cost them in the region of £5,000 to have it restored 

and transferred from Cape Town, South Africa. They had bought it 

in 2015 from Patrick Maile whose grandfather had unearthed it in 

1950 in the compost heap.  

Roadshow expert Dendy Easton guessed that 

it had probably been brought from Scotland 

in the early 1900s and was being kept in a 

grand house in Durban and that it was 

discarded as fashions changed. "It's lucky 

that it's been found and it's extraordinary that 

it's in one piece," notes Dendy. 

Dendy admitted that cast iron statues were 

not usually valued for a lot of money but 

given it is of a Scottish icon, he valued it at between £10,000 to £15,000.  

The top image, courtesy of BBC, gives the impression that the statue is quite 

large but, as the lower image of it in the Morris’s front hall shows, it stands only 

around 1.4 metres tall. However, it does weigh around a third of a ton making it 

one of the heaviest items ever shown on the Antiques Roadshow. 
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Blue Bonnet Trails - Follow Tam o’ Shanter’s Ride Home from Ayr to Alloway 

Over 25 years ago, the ‘Opportunities in Retirement’(OIR) Tam o’ Shanter 

Trail officially opened, with eight Blue Bonnets outlining the route taken by 

Tam and his trusty steed, Maggie, in Robert Burns’s most famous poem, Tam 

o’ Shanter. Through time, the original trail signs disappeared.  

During the last two years, South Ayrshire Council has revived, developed 

and extended the trail, installing 23 new Blue Bonnets including an 

interactive map and videos. Now named the Blue Bonnet Trails, they are part 

of the historical tours found in the ‘Ayr Through the Ages’ App which can be 

downloaded from Apple or Google www.ayrthroughtheages.com 

 

The Blue Bonnet Trails, Tam’s Trail and Alloway Trail allow residents and 

visitors to once again follow Tam’s journey and explore all that the 

surrounding area offers.   

 

 

South Ayrshire Paths Initiative (SAPI), OIR and the Robert Burns World 

Federation were keen to help.  SAPI secured funding from Paths for All 

via a Nature Scotland fund and, with everyone working together, 

Interpretation boards were created and installed at Burns Cottage and 

the entrance to the Old Racecourse on Racecourse View, together with 

online and paper trail maps, bringing this forgotten walking trail back to 

life. 

 

Tam’s Trail begins at Tam o’ Shanter pub in Ayr High Street (not the 

actual pub Tam left from), serving as a good starting point (or pint stop!).  

It leads to Burns Statue Square, past the Old Racecourse and Belleisle 

Golf Course, into Belleisle Estate, through Cambusdoon Estate and the 

haunted Auld Kirk Alloway, before finally reaching the Brig o’ Doon.  

 

The Alloway Trail explores Robert Burns Museum, Alloway Village, 

Rozelle Estate and Belleisle Estate. Blue Bonnet Trails leaflets - paper and 

online - will be available soon at local tourist destinations.  

 

South Ayrshire Council and SAPI would like to thank all those involved in revitalising this historical walking 

route. 

 

The image of Tam and his horse is by courtesy of The Goudie Collection, South Ayrshire Council © Estate of 

Alexander Goudie.                                                                           [Article by Colin Clark, Dundonald Burns Club] 

 

Colin Rae Brown - Part 3 
 

Brown was instrumental in having John Steell’s bust of Burns placed in Poets’ 

Corner, Westminster Abbey, and seeing Burns in the place of honour next to 

Shakespeare was symbolic to him of correcting the ‘stigma attached’ to the 

perceived neglect of the memory of Scottish heroes.  

 

It was immediately following the bust’s unveiling in March, 1885, whilst walking 

with a deputation of Kilmarnock Burnsians, that the idea of the Burns Federation 

was formed. Brown began to discuss with David Sneddon and David Mackay, 

(both members of the Kilmarnock club), the forthcoming Centenary Celebrations 

of the Kilmarnock Edition. The conversation soon turned to a world-wide 

federation of Burns clubs. All three were enthused  
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Colin Rae Brown - Part 3 (Cont’d) 

 

and it was agreed that if a Burns Federation were to be set up, then the time was right.  

 

The first minute of the Burns Federation was taken in Kilmarnock on July, 17th, 1886. Brown occupied the 

Chair and the first signature of the seventeen members in this minute, was his. Soon he had negotiated that 

London Burns Club would be recognised as No. 1., since the idea of the Federation had been formulated 

there. However, at the next meeting when Sneddon read the roll, it began with ‘Kilmarnock Burns Club, No. 

0.’ There is no record of any challenge to this and it has remained thus ever since.  

 

Miss’s Fine Lunardi 
 

Some readers may not be familiar with the connection between a pioneering 

Italian balloonist and Burns's poem 'To a Louse'.  

 

The Scot, James Tytler (1745-1804) had demonstrated a hot-air balloon in 

1784, with only limited success.  However, Italian balloonist Vincenzo 

Lunardi experimented with hydrogen, realising that this new, and recently 

discovered gas, was the lightest ever known. 

 

Lunardi flew his balloons in London and in the South before bringing them up 

to Scotland.  In the last three months of 1785, he made five trips here 

altogether.  However, the flight on 20 December 1785, was a disaster, though 

Lunardi survived. Seventy minutes after the ascent from the grounds of 

Heriot's Hospital in Edinburgh, Lunardi was forced down in the sea. He spent 

a long time in the North Sea until rescued by a passing fishing boat that 

docked at North Berwick.  

 

The diary of the Rev John Mill from Shetland states: 'A French man called 

Lunardi fled over the Firth of Forth in a Balloon, and lighted in Ceres parish, 

not far from Cupar, in Fife; and O! how much are the thoughtless multitude set on these and like foolish 

vanities to the neglect of the one thing needful. Afterwards, 'tis said, when soaring upwards in the foresaid 

machine, he was driven by the wind down the Firth of Forth, and tumbled down into the sea near the little 

Isle of May, where he had perished had not a boat been near who saved him and his machine.' 

 

Another eventful flight occurred when a local 'character' called Lothian Tam 

managed to get entangled in the ropes and as the balloon ascended—again 

from St. Andrew's Square in Glasgow, Tam was lifted 6 metres before being cut 

loose and falling—with apparently no serious injury. The weather was worse on 

this flight—which had to end after just 20 minutes, with the Grand Balloon 

landing in Campsie Glen in Milton of Campsie—just over 10 miles from 

Glasgow. His landing, on 5 December 1785, is commemorated by a small 

plaque in the village (shown right).  

 

In 1786, the year of the publication of the Kilmarnock Edition of Burns’s poems, 

Lunardi published his own book:  'An Account of Five Aerial Voyages in 

Scotland'. 

 

Interest in Scotland in the Italian 'Daredevil Aeronaut' and his exploits was 

massive.  His colourful silk balloons even inspired fashions in ladies' clothes - 

Lunardi skirts and Lunardi bonnets. The rapid adoption of these fashions is 

apparent in Burns’s poem ‘To a Louse’ in which we find Burns demanding of the 

impudent louse on seeing it on a Lady's Bonnet at Church' - "But Miss’s fine 

Lunardi! Fye! How daur ye do't? 

 
In July 1984, Leslie Gardiner, one-time Travel Editor of the Glasgow Herald 

newspaper, wrote a book which is still available about Lunardi’s exploits. 
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I Sing Burns Too… 

 
Katy Thomson recently graduated from The Royal College of Music 

(RCM) Opera Studio and was awarded the Worshipful Company of 

Musicians Silver Medal, for her outstanding talent and contribution to 

life at the RCM. She recently featured as a young artist for the Bitesize 

Proms and at the 2020 Oxford Lieder Festival.  

 

Where were you brought up?  

East Lothian. For my early years we were in Gifford and then we moved 

to Haddington. I am now based in London and I miss the Lammermuirs 

and Tyninghame beach – once I see Traprain Law I know I am home.  

 

Did you sing Burns songs at school?  

I remember learning Burns’ poems at primary school and loving it. The songs I got to know a bit later.  

 

Can you remember the first Burns Song that you sang professionally?  

The first Burns song that I ever learned was My love is like a red, red rose. My grandad would play it on the 

fiddle and sing it all the time, it was his absolute favourite. I have since sung it at friends’ and family 

weddings so it holds a truly special place in my heart.  

 

When and where was the first Burns supper you attended?  

I remember them happening a lot when I was little, and it has remained a huge part of how I map out the 

calendar year ever since. I can’t imagine January without it.  

 

Which is your favourite Burns song?  

That is such a hard question to answer! I love Ae fond kiss - it is beautiful, it always makes me cry. Another 

favourite of mine is The Lea-Rig.  

 

What is your favourite song other than a Burns song?  

I am a bit obsessed with the songs and chamber music of Rebecca Clarke at the moment. Her setting of The 

Seal Man is phenomenal: powerful story-telling, gripping and enchanting. And one of my favourite settings 

of a Burns poem is Clara Schumann’s Am Strande- a hidden gem.  

 

What are you doing professionally now?  

As with most freelance musicians and performers, it has been very quiet for the last few months. I am 

hugely looking forward to joining Garsington Opera as a Young Artist for 2021 (fingers crossed it can all 

still go ahead later in the year) and a postponed production of Mozart’s Così fan Tutte with Mananan Opera. 

In the meantime, I feel incredibly lucky to be teaching singing over zoom, helping others to take a moment 

to breathe deeply and not worry about home-schooling or working from home…!  Website: 

www.katythomson.co.uk 

 

Remembering Bruce Kennedy 

 

Alloway Burns Club has lost one of its best loved members with the passing of 

Bruce Kennedy. Our deepest sympathy goes to his wife, Carol, daughter, 

Caroline and to the other members of his family. For many of us Bruce will always 

be remembered as the hugely talented lead singer in the folk group Luath who 

provided the majority of the musical entertainment at our Anniversary Dinners at 

the Brig o’ Doon House Hotel and at our Alloway 1759 concerts in Alloway Parish 

Church. However, his contribution to Alloway Burns Club goes well beyond that. 

 

Bruce served as a member of Council for 7 years and for 5 of these was the Club’s 

Development Officer. In that role he made a lasting contribution to our Club. He 

worked closely with our webmaster, Bob Thomson, to develop our impressive 

new website. He played a vital role in devising our popular St Andrew’s Night 

events and then participated in these as Luath taking on a range of challenging  
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Remembering Bruce Kennedy (Cont’d) 

 

new pieces including memorable numbers from the Proclaimers. He led a Club outing to his home village 

of Tarbolton where he took great pleasure in guiding us around his childhood haunts in the footsteps of 

Burns. Even during his recent illness, Bruce organised the cataloguing and safe storage of an extensive 

collection of Burns-related books which our Club had inherited. Perhaps most significantly of all, he 

brought his meticulous organisational skills to the development of our P7 Burns Suppers. These events have 

grown under Bruce’s guidance to involve every school in South Ayrshire. 

 

As a Council member, Bruce attended every Club event, quietly and efficiently doing any task that needed 

done. Burns is often referred to as an “honest man” and, in every sense of these words, Bruce Kennedy 

fitted that description. He was hard working, scrupulously fair and, even when we all enjoyed his musical 

talent, he never sought the limelight. Alloway Burns Club has lost an incredibly able, talented and hard-

working individual. Many of us have also lost a very dear friend.        [Tracy Moynihan, Secretary Alloway 

Burns Club] 

 

[Luath also provided superb musical entertainment for several Burns Federation Conferences. Ed] 

  

‘Banks of Cree’ Manuscript Sells at Auction 
 

A Manuscript titled ‘The Banks of the Cree’ written by Robert Burns was sold recently at Bonhams Auctions 

for over £27,000. Sir Tom Hunter's foundation bought the manuscript as bidding went far beyond the 

£12,000 guide price at Bonhams' fine books and manuscripts auction. 

Also known as ‘Here is the Glen’, these romantic verses were written by Burns to a tune composed by Lady 

Elizabeth Heron (1745-1811), daughter of the 8th Earl of Dundonald and married to Patrick Heron of Heron 

(1736-1803) through whose estate, Kerroughtree near Galloway, ran the River Cree. 

Heron was an MP for Kirkcudbright in the decade 

before his death and Robert Burns, ever interested 

in local politics, wrote several satirical ballads to 

aid his election campaign in 1795, 

including Inscription for an Altar of Independence at 

Kerroughtree, the seat of Mr Heron. Burns visited 

Kerroughtree often, and family legend has it that he 

would often sit at the foot of the main stairs and 

recite his poetry. Here he has immortalised his 

friend Lady Elizabeth as the enchanting Maria. 

The verses were originally sent by Burns in a letter 

to his publisher, George Thomson on 7 May 1794, 

and were printed in the second volume of 

Thomson’s Original Scottish Airs in 1798 and have 

been included in many collections of Burns’ works. 

Confirming the purchase, Sir Tom said: "I'm 

delighted that Burns' exceptional work, The Banks 

of the Cree is not just staying in the UK, it's coming 

home to Scotland and Ayrshire, its rightful home, 

where in due course it will be made available for all 

to enjoy." 
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New Site Officer and Volunteer Coordinator for Ellisland Farm 

Avril Goodwin has been appointed as the new Site Officer and Volunteer Coordinator for the Robert Burns 

Ellisland Trust. She was born and raised in Largs, Ayrshire, and studied Drama & English Literature at the 

University of Glasgow. Before settling on a career in academic librarianship she had a variety of jobs in 

retail, advertising & marketing, and art galleries. 

After completing a Librarianship diploma at the University of Aberystwyth 

she moved to Norwich to her first post in the Cataloguing Department of 

the University of East Anglia. Next stop was Craigie College in Ayr where 

she had a range of posts at a time of critical change, including the 

introduction of automated library management systems and the 

integration of resources and staff following institutional mergers. 

In 1999 she moved to Dumfries & Galloway to establish the first joint 

library on the Crichton Campus site for the Universities of Glasgow and 

Paisley, followed in 2008 by a further partnership project and the 

development of the Crichton Library in the new Dumfries & Galloway 

College Building. 

She has worked in all areas of librarianship and has expertise in change management, partnership working 

and the development and implementation of new services. 

 [For an excellent overview of the importance of Ellisland in the Burns story see the seminar delivered for 

the launch of the new Trust. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9wyqU9ZWxM                                          Ed]                                                                                                              

 

Camperdown Festival Goes Global 

 
The 2021 Camperdown Robert Burns Scottish Festival is moving with the 

times – and leading from the front! Festival Chairperson Dr John Menzies 

OAM said, “Skills acquired through Covid necessities saw the virtual 2020 

festival launched on line.  This received national and international praise so 

now a virtual component with international contributions will be an integral 

part of this years `in person’ festival.” 

 

In responding to this interest from afar the organising committee has had valuable exchanges of with 

festivals in Scotland -Ayr`s Tamfest-New Zealand - Dunedin`s Robbie Rocks festival, America- the American 

Scottish Foundation which organises New York`s Tartan Festival, and the Robert Burns World Federation. 

 

One key feature of this international collaboration is that 

Robert Burns’ legacy is relevant worldwide. A 

fundamental belief of the Camperdown committee is that 

while we are contributing to our local Australian culture 

that has imported/colonial features it is most important 

that we respect the culture of the first people of Australia 

and engage.   

 

The ‘lead in’ to engagement with the Aboriginal 

participants will be Brett Clarke (pictured left), a 

member of the Kirrae Whurrung Tribe who is following 

his grandfather’s and mother’s legacy by promoting 

cultural awareness of both local indigenous and 

mainstream communities. He does this through his 

artwork, producing cultural woodcarving artefacts and 

through his song writing as a contribution to 

Reconciliation. 
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Camperdown Festival (Cont’d) 

 

Dr Menzies said, “Locally we are most fortunate to have the legacy of that pioneering Scot James Dawson 

whose championing of Aboriginal cause in the 19th Century is a benchmark for the 21st Century. It is a 

happy coincidence that his son- in- law William Taylor gifted the 1831 Greenshields statue of Robert Burns 

to the Camperdown Community which has been the inspiration for the present Robert Burns Scottish 

Festival. It has been insightful for us to learn how our New Zealand friends balance and incorporate Maori 

culture into their Robert Burns celebrations”. 

 

The organising Committee`s program is well advanced with commitments to participate received 

from favourite musicians, dancers, lecturers, and schools. Prof Stewart Gill OAM, Master of Queens College 

Melbourne University will deliver the `Immortal memory‘ at the celebratory dinner. 

The 2021 Camperdown Robert Burns Scottish Festival is shaping up to be a knockout that no one will want to 

miss.  Program details will be released very soon.  

 

For further information please visit the Robert Burns Scottish Festival website 

https://camperdownburnsfestival.com.au and facebook.com/robertburnsfestival.      

 

The RBWF Library – An Appeal 
 

Having secured not insignificant sponsorship the RBWF is moving to enhance the disparate accumulation of 

books gathered over time and to establish an authoritative reference library and in recognition of the 

benevolent sponsorship of this project, the resource will be entitled “The Thomas Tunnock Lifelong 

Learning Centre.” 

 

The library will be moved to a larger research room on the ground floor and the augmented collection will 

be open to readers and enthusiasts to enhance their knowledge using the latest scholarly publications on 

Burns Life and Works and an archive of historic writings on the subjects.  It is expected that enthusiasts 

remote from the hard resource will be able to achieve a great deal virtually and within copyright limits 

references from important works can be transferred to those at distance. 

Despite the generosity of the support that initiates this project, the funds will be some way short of 

resourcing all that is desired and an appeal is launched for anyone who has scholarly studies, by academics 

or enthusiasts, of Burns works and his life to consider presenting these to the RBWF for inclusion in the 

library.  

 

An indicative list of what is sought will be published on our website shortly, meantime anyone who wishes 

to donate something can email archivist@rbwf.org.uk.    

 

Burns bibliophiles who wish to protect the legacy of their own valued libraries should make a written 

provision in their testament for their treasures to be passed to the library where books will be inscribed to 

benefactors, significant donations and bequests will be marked on a plaque and larger bequests will be 

immortalised with a dedicated shelf or bookcase.  Please consult archivist@rbwf.org.uk regarding any such 

bequest. 

 

The Library seeks recent study on any aspect of the life of Robert Burns and searches for the following: 

 

Editions published prior to 1800. 

Works of Robert Burns with an Account of his Life, James Currie circa 1800, 4 

volumes 

Reliques of Robert Burns, R H Cromek, circa 1808 

Robert Burns & Mrs Dunlop, W Wallace, 1898 

George Thomson, Life and Correspondence J Cuthbert Hadden 1898 

Correspondence between Burns & Clarinda W McLehose 1843 

Early books on Robert Burns and Freemasonry, Excise service, Service with the 

Volunteers, Politics, Religion, Farming and Nature, Health and Medicine, Family and 

Friends, Lasses and Lady Friends and anything published on Burns Tours and other 

topographical matters. 

Newsletter Page 9 of 12 

https://camperdownburnsfestival.com.au/


  

 

 

Federation Talks 

The excellent talk by Lesley Stevenson, in which she explored the life of 

‘Bonnie Jean Armour, is now available on the RBWF website at: 

http://www.rbwf.org.uk/bonny-jean-armour/ Leslie provided a 

comprehensive insight into the extraordinary life of Burns’s long suffering 

wife. Laced with poetry, interesting facts, humour and obvious admiration for 

her subject, Lesley’s talk was much enjoyed by the participants on the Zoom 

call.  

The next item in the series of virtual events is a Burns-related quiz at 7.30 pm 

on 13th May hosted by past Presidents of the Federation, Jim Gibson and Jim 

Thomson. 

To register for the quiz, contact the RBWF office at admin@rbwf.org.uk . 

Killie Burns Summer 

The idea of a Burns Festival in Kilmarnock grew out of a desire in 

the Robert Burns World Federation to reach out to the community 

in which we are based and to grow an event which gives value to 

that engagement. The Federation from its earliest foundation in 

1885, established as a principle that its headquarters should be 

in Kilmarnock, the first town to publish the works of Robert Burns 

on 31st July 1786, through the publisher John Wilson. 

However, for many years the Board of the Federation has not had 

the appetite to develop activities outside of its responsibility to 

Members, Clubs and Associations across the globe. This is 

changing with the development of a strategic plan which 

envisages much greater engagement locally and globally, very 

much in the vein of the great Scots thinker, Patrick Geddes who 

inspired the concept of “Think Globally, Act Locally”. 

The Federation’s responsibility to always have an eye to its 

worldwide audience makes it an ideal agent for a local event 

with the potential of global impact. 

 

There are two dates in the period of 23rd – 31st July which are significant in the Burns Calendar: the 

25th July 1796, the day when the funeral of Robert Burns was held in Dumfries and 31st July 1786 the 

publication of the Kilmarnock Edition of ‘Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect’. 

On the Sunday prior to the 31st July, it has long been the tradition of the Burns Clubs in the local area, 

Kilmarnock Burns Club No 0 and the Kilmarnock Howff Club No 349, to lay wreaths at the foot of the 

Burns/Wilson statue in King Street and this event can easily be wedded into the Festival. 

 

The planned events will bridge between the traditional and the vibrant and new. Much has been 

learned by engaging with other Festivals, in particular an envious eye has been cast on ‘Tamfest,’ 

which breaks the mold where depictions of, and activities around, the Burns poem Tam o’ Shanter 

are concerned. 

It is envisaged that Killie Burns Summer will be part ‘in person’ and part ‘internet responsive’ and 

this will enable local involvement whilst also feeding our growing worldwide audience. 

 
The image of Burns used for the programme and poster was designed by Greg Moodie who kindly gave 

permission for the RBWF to use it for the Festival. 
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Coalsnaughton Burns Club Reaching Out 
 

The Coalsnaughton Burns Club, by constitution, exists to promote not only the work of the Bard but also 

Scottish literature, language, art and culture.  Founded in 1946 in the village of Coalsnaughton, near 

Tillicoultry in Clackmannanshire, the club is celebrating its 75th anniversary this year. 

It is one of a small number of Burns clubs in the world with 

its own dedicated premises.  However, membership has 

more than halved over the last few years and the club was 

in a dire financial situation before the Covid-19 lockdown.  

Business support grants from the government have given 

us a lifeline to reconstitute and reconnect the club with its 

founding aims and with the local and wider community of 

Burns lovers.  

We have spent part of this money on refurbishing and 

modernising the club facilities, but we have also 

committed part of this money to promoting Burns and 

Scottish culture with young people in the local area. We 

run a number of events with our two local primary schools 

including: an annual recitation and composition competition for poetry in the Scots language; an annual 

prize for Scottish music and song performances and; an annual prize for art that encapsulates Scottish 

culture, events or famous Scots.  We have already committed £500 this year to engage our local school 

pupils in a competition to create a modern portrait of Burns that will be displayed in the club foyer. 

The link to a survey, membership registration and payment details can be found at: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKWZYytsvYflPshqfcT5Fy

aRUMzNUWlVYS0pCS1YwSDdNREVHV0RMRkY3OC4u  

 
FACEBOOK:  Burnsclub Coalsnaughton                                                                     [Scott Doyle Club Secretary] 

 

Federation Annual Campaign 

 
The March newsletter featured an article on the "Federation Annual Campaign.” to raise funds to enable a 

Coat of Arms to be awarded posthumously to Robert Burns. These arms were described by Burns in a letter 

dated 3rd March 1794 to Alexander Cunningham, a jeweller whom Burns commissioned to create a seal.  

 

“I do not know that my name is matriculated, as the heralds call it, at all; but I have invented one for myself, 

so, you know, I will be chief of the name; and by courtesy of Scotland, will likewise be entitled to 

supporters. These, however, I do not intend having on my seal. 

 

I am a bit of a herald; and shall give you, secundum artem, my arms. On a field azure, a holly bush seeded 

proper in base; a shepherd's pipe and crook saltirewise also proper in chief. On a wreath of the colours a 

woodlark perching on a sprig of bay tree proper, for crest. Two mottoes: round the top of the crest 

“woodnotes wild”. At the bottom of the shield, in the usual place "better a wee bush than nae meld". 

By the shepherd's pipe and crook, I do not mean the nonsense of painters of Arcadia; but a stock and horn, 

and a club; such as you see at the head of Allan Ramsay, in Allan's quarto edition of the Gentle Shepherd.”  

It is gratifying to report that several clubs have risen to the challenge and sent in their contribution to this 

worthy cause. We hope others will follow their example. To contribute a donation, please send a note of the 

amount and pay by BACs transfer to Robert Burns World Federation Ltd. Sort: 80-08-53 Account: 00856523. 

Ref: Appeal. Please email admin@rbwf.org.uk. Cheques can be posted to RBWF Headquarters 3a John 

Dickie Street, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland KA1 1 HW 
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Stock and Horn in the Coat of Arms 

This bone chanter, held in the National Museum of Scotland, is part 

of a stock-and-horn and, although it may look rustic, it was an 

object that meant a lot to Robert Burns. As he wrote to his music 

collector George Thomson, “This of mine was made by a man from 

the braes (sic) of the Athole, & is exactly what the shepherds wont 

(sic) to use in that country. ----- However, either it is not quite 

properly bored in the holes, or else we have not the art of playing 

it rightly; for we can make little of it.”    

As described earlier, the stock-and-horn features proudly on the 

coat of arms Burns designed for himself.  

Image © National Museums Scotland 

Federation Sponsor’s Isle of Arran - Calvados Project 

A lot of adjectives have been used to describe and talk about Isle of Arran Distillers throughout the 

years. Independent, something that we are super proud of and keep shouting from the rooftops. 

Very young, considering that we are only celebrating our 26th anniversary this year. Experimental, as from 

the very start we have always worked with a multitude of casks from all over the world, with different barley 

varieties or spirit with various ppm levels. 
 

With the opening of our second distillery down at Lagg in 2019, our scope for 

experimentation has increased and, just like kids in a playground, we are 

tremendously excited to be working on a lot of new projects. What a privilege it 

is to create both peated and unpeated whisky on this beautiful island, it gives us 

the opportunity to discover how whisky produced by two sister distillers, only 

25 miles away from each other, will mature and change throughout the years 

and eventually end up in our glasses to be tasted and enjoyed side by side. Last 

month we took delivery of some wonderful ex-Calvados casks from Coeur de 

Lion (Christian Drouin) which were equally shared between Lochranza and 

Lagg Distilleries. 20 casks made their way to each site and were filled with 

unpeated and 50ppm spirit.  

The story of Drouin Calvados began around 1960 with Christian 

Drouin, an industrialist with a passion for fine things in life - 

good food and good wine. When he purchased a cider-apple 

farm in Gonneville, Normandy (pictured), he was soon seized 

by the desire to produce his own Calvados. With the help of a 

licensed distiller well-known in the northern part of the Pays 

D’Auge, he dedicated 20 years of his life to distilling his cider 

production. Earlier this year, 40 casks of Calvados from this 

third-generation distiller made their way to Arran.  We are 

proud to work with this producer of award-winning spirits 

created with passion and care and receive their casks directly 

from beautiful Normandy’s ancient, sun-dappled apple 

orchards  

 
Patience is indeed the virtue of the strong and we are very much looking forward to revisiting this parallel 

maturation project every couple of years to share the progress with you. But we would lie if we didn’t say 

that, what we are really dreaming of, is the day when these casks will be bottled and these two whiskies can 

be tasted right next to each other while we all share opinions, tasting notes and, most importantly, very 

good times. 
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